Baptism Study – Part 4
I. Summary Review from Weeks 1,2, and 3:

1. Water baptism was not a new concept at the time of John.

2. From the time John the Baptist began his ministry (and even after Pentecost), it was made known that there were two (and only two) forms of baptism – 

a. John’s baptism in water

b. Jesus’ baptism in the Holy Spirit

3. These two forms of baptism were separate phenomenon - occurring on occasion at separate times and in different orders

4. Same Greek word used throughout the New Testament for both “baptism” in water and “baptism” in the Holy Spirit

5. Terms and Phrases synonymous for “baptism in the Holy Spirit”

a. “baptized in the Holy Spirit”

b. “filled with the Holy Spirit”

c. “pour out in those days of my Spirit”

d. “receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”

e. “poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost”

f. “received the Holy Ghost”

g. “the Holy Spirit fell on them”

h. “baptized with the Holy Spirit” 

i. “the same gift”

j. “Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive”

k. “the Holy Ghost was not yet given”

6. Water Baptism was performed AFTER the day of Pentecost but it was still considered the Baptism of John the Baptist and NOT a new form of water baptism - they simply added the formal practice of using Jesus' name to the existing procedure.

7. Only one form of Baptism was essential to salvation.

8. Because Acts 1 is a parallel account of Jesus' teaching in the days between his resurrection and ascension in which he also gave the Great Commission, the apostles would have understood from the context of Acts 1 that the command to baptize meant baptism in the Holy Spirit.

9. The Bible contains no record of Paul ever being water baptized. The Bible does record Paul's baptism in the Holy Spirit.

10. The 3 most common arguments for the necessity of water baptism don't prove anything because each one of them can be made concerning baptism in the Holy Spirit as well.

a. Both baptisms continued to be practiced after Pentecost. (Water: Acts 8:12-17, 8:36-38, and 10:47-48) (Holy Spirit: Acts 2:38, 8:15-17, 9:17, 19:1-7)

b. Both baptism were insisted upon at times after the other form of baptism had been performed. (Water: Only 1 time - Acts 10:44-48) (Holy Spirit: Twice - Acts 8:12-17 and Acts 19:1-7)

c. Individuals were considered recipients of the gift of the Holy Spirit and members of the body of Christ AFTER baptism in the Holy Spirit but BEFORE water baptism. (Water: Does NOT actually occur with water - Acts 19:1-7) (Holy Spirit: Acts 10:44-48, Acts 11:15-18, and Acts 15:7-9 plus, Mark 16:16-20 and 1 Corinthians 12:13)

II. Week 4: (Which form of baptism is essential to salvation?)

1. Preview:

i. New Testament Survey of Baptisms

ii. The Catch 22: The Baptism of Crispus and 1 Corinthians 1

iii. Brief Survey of Baptism in the Ante-Nicene Church writers

2. Survey of number of Baptisms in Acts 

i. 12 passages recording baptisms - 

1. Acts 2:4 - the Apostles and the rest of the 120 in the upper room on Pentecost (Holy Spirit)

2. Acts 2:38-41- the crowds of Jewish pilgrims after Peter's first sermon (Holy Spirit and water)

3. Acts 8:12-13 - Philip's converts in Samaria (water)

4. Acts 8:14-17 - Philip's converts in Samaria (Holy Spirit)

5. Acts 8:36-38 - Ethiopian Eunich (water)

6. Acts 9:17 (Acts 22:12-16) - Paul by Ananias (Holy Spirit) 

7. Acts 10:44-47 - Cornelius, Gentile converts (Holy Spirit)

8. Acts 10:47-48 - Cornelius, Gentile converts (water)

9. Acts 16:12-15 - Lydia of Thyatira, by Paul (mentions only that Paul was preaching by a river, but it says they "sat down")

10. Acts 16:25-34 - jail keeper and his household baptized by Paul and Silas (no contextual reference to water or the Holy Spirit)

11. Acts 18:7-8 - Crispus and his household (no contextual references to water or the Holy Spirit)

12. Acts 19:1-7 - 12 men from Ephesus (Holy Spirit)

ii. 6 of these 12 passages describe baptisms in the Holy Spirit

1. these 6 contain a contextual reference to baptism in the Holy Spirit or a synonymous phrase 

2. Acts 2:4, Acts 2:38-41*, Acts 8:15-17, Acts 9:17, Acts 10:44-47, and Acts 19:1-7

iii. 4 of these 12 passages describe baptisms in water

1. these 4 contain a contextual reference to water baptism 

2. Acts 2:38-41* ("remission of sins"), Acts 8:12-13, Acts 8:36-38, and Acts 10:47-48
iv. Footnote: *Acts 2:38-41 probably contains a reference to both types of baptism - so even thought there are 12 passages, there are 13 baptisms since Acts 2:38-41 contains 2 baptisms in 1 passage

v. 3 of these 12 passages describe baptisms with no contextual reference to either water or the Holy Spirit

1. Acts 16:12-15, Acts 16:25-34, and Acts 18:7-8

vi. Totals:

1. baptisms in the Holy Spirit outnumber water baptisms by a ratio of 6 to 4 overall and a ratio of 4 to 4 (if just counting those performed through men)

2. 3 baptisms left not categorized so far (Acts 16:12-15, Acts 16:25-34, and Acts 18:7-8)

a. Note: if we categorize any of these one way or the other, we would have no reason to object to categorizing the other the same way since neither contains a contextual reference

b. if categorized as water baptism then the ratio become 7 to 6 in favor of water baptism - which makes really no difference since its only a difference of 1

c. if categorized as baptism in the Holy Spirit - then the ratio is 9 to 4 in favor of baptism in the Holy Spirit 
3. The Household of Crispus

i. Acts 18:7-8, not categorized

ii. among those mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:12-17 (v. 14)

iii. Conclusion: whichever one form of baptism Crispus and his household received is the form of baptism Paul considered NOT to have been commanded by Christ who sent him to preach the Gospel

1. so, if Crispus and his household were baptized in the Holy Spirit, then there are a total of 3 more baptisms in the Holy Spirit recorded in Acts creating a ratio of 9 Holy Spirit and 4 water, leaving us with the scenario that the baptism done more often is the one considered non-essential

2. but, if Crispus and his household were baptized in water, then the total baptism ratio is 7 water to 6 Holy Spirit, which is only a difference of 1, and water baptism is declared nonessential by Paul in 1 Corinthians 1 

3. the baptism in the Holy Spirit scenario makes more sense because the numbers are about equal, but the water baptism scenario makes less sense because it requires us to believe that the nonessential baptism occurred almost twice as many times as the essential form of baptism

4. Survey of the term "baptism" from Romans to Revelation

i. Notes: 

1. the King James uses 7 derivatives of the word "baptism" in the entire New Testament (not including references to John the Baptist himself)

2. These 7 derivatives are: baptism, baptisms, baptized, baptize, baptizing, baptizeth, and baptizest. 

3. "baptizeth" occurs only twice - both times it is found in John

4. "baptizing" only occurs 4 times, once in Matthew and 3 times in John

5. "baptizest" occurs once. It can also be found in John

6. that leaves 4 derivatives 

a. baptism, baptisms, baptized, baptize

b. occur a total of 18 times (15 verses) in the New Testament after Acts. 2 of these derivatives only occur 1 time each. Since they are the shortest, we'll cover them first.

ii. Scriptures:

1. 1 "baptisms" - Hebrews 6:2 - no indication of which is superior

2. 1 "baptize" and 5 "baptized" - 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 - no contextual reference to either water or the Holy Spirit

3. 1 "baptism" and 2 "baptized" - Romans 6:1-4 - "buried with" - no contextual reference to either water or the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:13*)
4. 1 "baptism" - Ephesians 4:4-6 - "one baptism" - no contextual reference to either water or the Holy Spirit (mentioned alongside "one Spirit" and "one body")

5. 1 "baptism" - Colossians 2:11-13 - no contextual reference to either water or the Holy Spirit (mention of circumcision without hands)

6. 1 "baptism" - 1 Peter 3:20-21 - Noah and the flood referred to as a "figure" of the baptism which now saves us "not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God" - ambiguous contextual reference as a "figure" could apply to either water or the Holy Spirit 

7. 1 "baptized" - 1 Corinthians 10:1-6 - "baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea" - references to both water and the Holy Spirit

8. 2 "baptized" - 1 Corinthians 15:29 - Paul mentions other people performing the practice of baptizing for the dead, which is considered heretical by the Church today and offers no definitive implication on the debate at hand (in part due to the controversial nature of the passages)
9. 1 "baptized" - *1 Corinthians 12:12-14 - like Ephesians 4:4, Paul again speaks of a baptism side by side with "one Spirit" and "one body" stating clearly that "by [Greek word "en"] one Spirit are we all baptized into one body" - which also bears implications back onto the "one baptism" mentioned in Ephesians 4:4

10. 1 "baptized" - Galatians 3:26-28 - "baptized into Christ" - no contextual reference to either water or the Holy Spirit

11. ** Hebrews 10:22 - No mention of any derivative of "baptism" - 

a. "our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water"

b. *1 Corinthians 6:11 - "but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God."

iii. Conclusions:

1. The vast majority of these references contain no helpful contextual indications either which form of baptism they are referring to or which form of baptism was superior and necessary

2. *1 Corinthians 6:11 uses a metaphorical comparison of the Holy Spirit "washing" us and therefore demonstrates that principle whereby "water" metaphors (such as the one contained in 1 Peter 3:20-21) can be used to refer to baptism in the Holy Spirit

3. *1 Corinthians 12:12-14 parallels Ephesians 4:4's mention of "one baptism" alongside "one Spirit" and "one body" only 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 specifies that it is by baptism "en" the Holy Spirit that we become members of the "one body" of Christ 

a. 1 Corinthians 12 also bears implications back onto

i. Romans 6:1-4 - "baptized into Jesus Christ" and "baptized into his death"

ii. Colossians 2:11-13 - "buried with him in baptism"

iii. 1 Peter 3:20-21 - because of the "one baptism" of Ephesians 4:4-6 and its inherent connection to the "baptism which now saves" of 1 Peter 3:20-21

iv. Galatians 3:26-28 - "you as have been baptized into Christ" and "have put on Christ"

5. Survey of Ante-Nicene (Early Church) Authors

i. Reviewed: Clement of Rome, Mathetes, Polycarp, Ignatius, Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus

1. Barnabas is entirely metaphorical and poetic and a discussion of his comments on baptism can be found in our catalogue of the works of the early church writers.

2. Irenaeus 

a. deals with baptism to as a marker for Christ's age. 

b. refutes the baptismal doctrines held by a mystical sect of heretics

3. Justin Martyr

ii. Justin Martyr

1. Life notes:

a. 110-165 A.D

b. a Gentile born in Flavia Neapolis, in Samaria

c. studied at the philosophers' schools prior to his conversion including the teachings of Plato and Socrates

2. JUSTIN MARTYR

THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. LXI.--CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

Then they are brought by us where there is water, and are regenerated in the same manner in which we were ourselves regenerated. For, in the name of God, the Father and Lord of the universe, and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they then receive the washing with water. For Christ also said, "Except ye be born again, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven."

a. does Justin mean water baptism is how we become "reborn"?

b. or does Justin mean that becoming reborn is the motivation behind dedicating ourselves to God in water baptism? (so that we may receive the rebirth from God?) 

c. or does Justin merely mean that it was generally expected that these things would occur at the same time? (when you come forward for water baptism you will usually at that time receive the rebirth?) (Acts 8:12-17 proves that receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit doesn't always happen at the same time as water baptism)

3. JUSTIN MARTYR

THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. LXI.--CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

And for this [rite] we have learned from the apostles this reason. Since at our birth we were born without our own knowledge or choice, by our parents coming together, and were brought up in bad habits and wicked training; in order that we may not remain the children of necessity and of ignorance, but may become the children of choice and knowledge, and may obtain in the water the remission of sins formerly committed, there is pronounced over him who chooses to be born again, and has repented of his sins, the name of God the Father and Lord of the universe;

4. THE SECOND APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

FOR THE CHRISTIANS

ADDRESSED TO THE ROMAN SENATE

CHAP. XIII.--ISAIAH TEACHES THAT SINS ARE FORGIVEN THROUGH CHRIST'S BLOOD.

"For Isaiah did not send you to a bath, there to wash away murder and other sins, which not even all the water of the sea were sufficient to purge; but, as might have been expected, this was that saving bath of the olden time which followed s those who repented, and who no longer were purified by the blood of goats and of sheep, or by the ashes of an heifer, or by the offerings of fine flour, but by faith through the blood of Christ, and through His death, who died for this very reason, as Isaiah himself said

5. CHAP. XIV.--RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT PLACED IN JEWISH RITES, BUT IN THE CONVERSION OF THE HEART GIVEN IN BAPTISM BY CHRIST.

"By reason, therefore, of this laver of repentance and knowledge of God, which has been ordained on account of the transgression of God's people, as Isaiah cries, we have believed, and testify that that very baptism which he announced is alone able to purify those who have repented; and this is the water of life. But the cisterns which you have dug for yourselves are broken and profitless to you. For what is the use of that baptism which cleanses the flesh and body alone? Baptize the soul from wrath and from covetousness, from envy, and from hatred; and, lo! the body is pure.
6. CHAP. XIX.--CIRCUMCISION UNKNOWN BEFORE ABRAHAM. THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES ON ACCOUNT OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS.

"This circumcision is not, however, necessary for all men, but for you alone, in order that, as I have already said, you may suffer these things which you now justly suffer. Nor do we receive that useless baptism of cisterns, for it has nothing to do with this baptism of life. Wherefore also God has announced that you have forsaken Him, the living fountain, and digged for your selves broken cisterns which can hold no water. Even you, who are the circumcised according to the flesh, have need of our circumcision; but we, having the latter, do not require the former.

7. CHAP. XIX.--CIRCUMCISION UNKNOWN BEFORE ABRAHAM. THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES ON ACCOUNT OF THE HARDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS.

"This circumcision is not, however, necessary for all men, but for you alone, in order that, as I have already said, you may suffer these things which you now justly suffer. Nor do we receive that useless baptism of cisterns, for it has nothing to do with this baptism of life. Wherefore also God has announced that you have forsaken Him, the living fountain, and digged for your selves broken cisterns which can hold no water. Even you, who are the circumcised according to the flesh, have need of our circumcision; but we, having the latter, do not require the former.

8. CHAP. XXIX.--CHRIST IS USELESS TO THOSE WHO OBSERVE THE LAW.

What need, then, have I of circumcision, who have been witnessed to by God? What need have I of that other baptism, who have been baptized with the Holy Ghost? I think that while I mention this, I would persuade even those who are possessed of scanty intelligence.

a. Note: the "other baptism" that Justin has been mentioning so far is baptism with water.

9. CHAP. XLIII.--HE CONCLUDES THAT THE LAW HAD AN END IN CHRIST, WHO WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN.

And we, who have approached God through Him, have received not carnal, but spiritual circumcision, which Enoch and those like him observed. And we have received it through baptism, since we were sinners, by God's mercy; and all men may equally obtain it.

10. CHAP. XLIX.--TO THOSE WHO OBJECT THAT ELIJAH HAS NOT YET COME, HE REPLIES THAT HE IS THE PRECURSOR OF THE FIRST ADVENT.

John, a prophet among your nation; after whom no other prophet appeared among you. He cried, as he sat by the river Jordan: 'I baptize you with water to repentance; but He that is stronger than I shall come, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor, and will gather the wheat into the barn; but the chaff He will burn up with unquenchable fire.'

11. Conclusion: 

CHAP. XXIX.--CHRIST IS USELESS TO THOSE WHO OBSERVE THE LAW.
What need, then, have I of circumcision, who have been witnessed to by God? What need have I of that other baptism, who have been baptized with the Holy Ghost? I think that while I mention this, I would persuade even those who are possessed of scanty intelligence.

6. Study Conclusions:

i. While we may be "re-filled" with the Holy Spirit as Acts 4:31 records, the first time we receive this is called "baptism in the Holy Spirit" and that is the moment we are reborn, while subsequent "fillings" thereafter are referred to in the New Testament as "drinking" of the Holy Spirit

ii. Is it through water baptism that we are reborn? And if it is, what happens during that act of water baptism that brings about the rebirth? Wouldn't even water baptism proponents say that the Holy Spirit comes upon you? And if he does, isn't that baptism in the Holy Spirit? Of course it is.

iii. The simple truth is that "baptism in the Holy Spirit" is the Biblical term for our receiving the Holy Spirit and therefore becoming reborn.

iv. Baptism in the Holy Spirit, NOT water baptism, is therefore, the essential baptism, the baptism essential to salvation.
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