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Revised Study of the Beast – Part 2

Focus on the Revived Sixth Head and the Seventh Head

I. Two Kingdoms will exist simultaneously in the last days – the sixth head, which is revived and the seventh head

A. Daniel 2 depicts 5 successive kingdoms in a single symbol – the statue

i. the fourth time period is iron legs, the kingdom of iron

ii. the final time period of this statue is the time period of the feet, which is made up of two kingdoms 

1. a kingdom of iron

2. a kingdom of clay

iii. NOTE: the existence of the iron in both the fourth and fifth time periods

B. Daniel 7 depicts 4 successive kingdoms symbolized by 4 beasts

i. the fourth kingdom is a Eastern Roman/Byzantine Empire with teeth of iron (Rome) and nails of brass (Greece)

ii. Daniel 7:24 tell us that 10 horns (kingdoms) will arise out of this Eastern Roman/Byzantine Empire

1. (Daniel 8:3, 8, 20-22) this is consistent with our prophetic symbol legend since we have identified horns as representing kingdoms that either comprise an empire (as in Media-Persia) or that arise from an empire (as in Greece)

C. Revelation 13 depicts:

i. 7 successive kingdoms in a single symbol – the seven-headed beast

1. one of these kingdoms, which has passed, is revived and returns to power

2. a second kingdom arises out of the earth, existing at the same time as the revived kingdom

a. the second kingdom is a kingdom with 2 horns – meaning it is comprised of 2 kingdoms

D. Revelation 17 depicts”

i. Rome as the sixth of seven successive kingdoms and is the revived head or empire

1. Rome was the empire that existed when John wrote/saw the Revelation

2. Revelation 17:8 and 11 describes the angelic prince who ruled over Rome and is restored to power over the empire’s revival 

a. The angelic prince is around on earth for a time before he is put down in the pit (“was”), he ceases to be around on earth while he is put down in the pit (“is not”), and he is later released from the pit (“shall ascend out of the pit and go to perdition”)

b. However, the angelic prince “yet is” in the first century AD denoting that he was not yet in the pit at that time.

ii. That another kingdom, a seventh kingdom was to come after Rome

E. So both Daniel and Revelation depict that in the final time period two kingdoms will exist simultaneously

i. one a revival of a previous iron kingdom – the revival of the Eastern Roman/Byzantine Empire of the Antichrist

ii. the other the kingdom of clay – the two-horned kingdom of the False Prophet

1. according to our prophetic symbol legend a beast symbolizes both a king and his kingdom – Daniel 7:17, 23

2. therefore, the second beast of Revelation 13 must be seen as a kingdom or empire and the False Prophet associated with this kingdom or empire must be its king or leader

F. The “little horn” is connected to the Roman, Grecian, and Seleucid Empires (= Eastern Rome/Byzantium)

i. From Daniel 7:24 we know that this little horn grows up after the first 10 horns and is diverse from them.

1. this probably depicts its being more connected with Greece presumably through its succession from Seleucus (Daniel 8:9, 23-24, Daniel 11:21-45) than these first 10 which are more associated with Rome (Daniel 7:7, 24)

ii. From Daniel 7:8, 20, 21 and 8:9-12, 23-25 we know that this “little horn” is connected to both Eastern Rome/Byzantium and Greece

iii. The “little horn” mentioned in Daniel 7 and 8 would be representative of a smaller kingdom that arises out of geographic area once controlled by both Eastern Rome/Byzantium, Greece, and Seleucus

iv. This “little horn” is connected by Daniel 11:23 to a future Seleucid prince, who is described as becoming strong “with a small people”

v. From the connection of the mouth speaking blasphemies and making war against the saints for 42 months to the “little horn” of Daniel 7 and 8 we know that the revived head/empire is the Eastern Roman/Byzantium Empire

vi. Daniel 7:8, 24 – that 3 of the first 10 horns are plucked up or subdued by the “little horn” 

1. further indicates that these 3 exist simultaneously at the arrival of the “little horn” and that the other 7 are not subdued or plucked up, but continue to exist simultaneously with the “little horn”

2. Revelation 17:12-13 indicate that these 10 kings are contemporaries

3. As in the precedent set by the 4 horns/kingdoms that arose out of Greece, we know that horns are always contemporaries of one another

G. CONCLUSION and SUMMARY: The Revival of the Sixth Head – Eastern Rome/Byzantium

i. All indications regarding the geo-political associations of the Antichrist and his empire point consistently to a single geo-political area

1. The Antichrist’s empire

a. 10 nations or kingdoms that formerly were parts of the land area controlled by Eastern Roman/Byzantine, Grecian, and Seleucid Empires

b. the Antichrist comes from an eleventh, and smaller nation that arises after the first 10 nations

c. the Antichrist’s smaller nation subdues 3 of these first 10 nations

d. the 10 nations consolidate their kingdoms to create the revived EasternRoman/Byzantine/Grecian/Seleucid Empire of the Antichrist

2. Geo-politically we are looking for 10 Middle Eastern nations, followed by the establishment of a smaller, less significant Middle Eastern nation, which will subdue 3 of the first 10.

II. Modern Correlations to the Biblical Model 

A. The “little horn” of the Antichrist

i. Described as the “little horn” that grows up after/among 10 kings/horns that grow up out of the Roman empire (fourth beast) and subdues 3 of them (Daniel 7:8,20,24, 8:9,22-23)

1. washingtonpost.com

a. “*The Kurds are a non-Arabic people”

b. “Most adhere to the Sunni Muslim faith.”

c. “During the early 20th century, Kurds began to consider the concept of nationalism, a notion introduced by the British amid the division of traditional Kurdistan among neighboring countries.” 

d. “The 1920 Treaty of Sevres, which created the modern states of Iraq, Syria and Kuwait, was to have included the possibility of a Kurdish state in the region.” 

e. “1920: After World War I, when the Ottoman Empire is carved up, the Kurds are promised independence by the Treaty of Sevres.”

f. “1923: Turkish leader Mustafa Kemal Ataturk rejects the treaty, and Turkish forces put down Kurdish uprisings in the 1920s and 1930s. The Kurdish struggle lies dormant for decades.”

g. “After the overthrow of the Turkish monarchy by Kemal Ataturk, Turkey, Iran and Iraq each agreed not to recognize an independent Kurdish state.” 

h. “Kurds have tried to set up independent states in Iran, Iraq and Turkey.”

i. “1991: After Persian Gulf War, northern Iraq's Kurdish area comes under international protection.”

j. “The United States has tried to create a safe haven for the Kurds within Iraq by imposing a "no-fly" zone north of the 36th parallel.”

2. time.com - CNN
a. “the Kurds, a people who were denied a state in the redrawing of the maps at the end of World War I.”

b. “The Kurds were promised their own state in the 1920 Treaty of Sevres, which carved up the Ottoman Empire after its defeat in World War I” 

c. “southeastern Turkey, northern Iraq, Iran and parts of Syria”

d. “Large numbers migrated across Europe (there are as many as half a million in Germany alone) and also into the former Soviet Union.” 

e. “Despite decrying their treatment at the hands of the Turks and Iraqis, the Kurds are far from unified.”

3. cool.mb.ca

a. “The Kurds are people of Indo-European origin who live mainly in the mountains and uplands where Turkey, Iraq, and Iran meet”

4. http://members.aol.com/KHilfsvere/Kurds.html, The Kurdish Question - Its History And Present Situation, by Kemal Burkay
a. “Kurdish is a member of the Indo-European family of languages; like Persian, Afghan, and Beluchi, it is one of the Iranian languages.”

b. “Kurdish is unrelated to the Arabic or Turkish languages.”

c. “In the various parts of Kurdistan, especially in the region where the borders of Turkey, Iran, and Irak meet and in Armenia, there are Kurdish Yezidi communities. In earlier times, the Yezidi faith was a widely shared religious orientation. Its roots go back to Zoroastrianism.”

d. “Kurds have played a significant role in the history of this region since its early epochs. A great deal of information on this can be found in numerous Greek, Roman, Arab, and Armenian sources. According to them, the Kurds founded several important states during the Islamic epoch between the tenth and thirteenth centuries, such as Shaddâdiden, Marvâniden, and Ayyûbiden - as well as in the distant past. Sultan Salahaddin (Salâh al-Dîn), the founder of the Ayyûbid state, which included Egypt, Syria, and Kurdistan, played a particularly significant role in history.”

e. Population

i. 18 to 20 million Kurds live within the borders of Turkey

ii. 8 to 10 million in Iran, 

iii. 5 million in Iraq

iv. 1.5 million in Syria.”

5. http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0828382.html
a. “Saladin, who gained fame during the Crusades, is perhaps the most famous of all Kurds.”

b. “Despite their lack of political unity throughout history, the Kurds, as individuals and in small groups, have had a lasting impact on developments in SW Asia.”

ii. Grows up out of one of the four kingdoms of Alexander the Great, the Grecian Empire. (Egypt-Ptolemy, Western Turkey-Antigonus, Syria/Seleucia-Seleucus, Thrace-Lysimachus) (Daniel 8:8-9,22-24).

1. Associated with the Kings of the north. He stands up in the estate of the kings of the North as the successor to the Seleucid empire (kings of the north), which arose out of the Grecian empire. (Daniel 11:6) (Daniel 11:21-45)

2. He is associated with the north, and the people of the north, or coming from the north. (Jeremiah 6:1, 22, 46:10, 20, 24, 50:3, 9, 35, 51:48, Ezekiel 38:15, 39:2) 

iii. Shall be a prince of the people that came and destroyed the city and the sanctuary (the Roman Empire) (Daniel 9:26)

1. related to the Eastern Roman/Byzantine Empire through its geographic ties to Meshech, Tubal, Gog and Magog all of which are in Turkey

2. Constantinople or Byzantium, the capitol of Eastern Rome/Byzantium became Istanbul which is in modern day Turkey

3. also the 10 nations, which came from and reunite to form the revived Eastern Roman/Byzantine Empire will give their power to the Antichrist, who will rule the revived Empire 

iv. Referred to as Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief Prince of Meshech and Tubal. (Gog of Magog (SE Turkey), chief prince of Meshech (W Turkey) and Tubal (Central Turkey) (Ezekiel 38:2-3)

1. Kurdistan is centered about and falls into Central and Eastern Turkey.

v. Associated with Babylon, known as the king of Babylon. (Centered about Iraq) (Isaiah 14:4, Jeremiah 46: 13, 26, Ezekiel 30:10, 24, 25, 32:11)

1. Part of the land area of Kurdistan and many of the Kurdish people live in Iraq, especially N Iraq.

vi. He is known as the Assyrian, associated with the Assyrians. (N Iraq, some of surrounding nations such as E Syria perhaps.) (Isaiah 14:25, Ezekiel 23:23)

1. The land area of Kurdistan falls right within the geographic territory that was known as Assyria

vii. Associated with the Medes, or known as a/the king of the Medes. (Media is in N Iraq, NW Iran, easter Turkey, a small part of N Syria, and perhaps some of Armenia.) (Jeremiah 51:11,28, Isaiah 13:17, Isaiah 21:2, Jeremiah 51:11, 28)

1. khouse.org – Chuck Missler

a. “The Kurds appear to have descended from the Medes of ancient history who joined with the Persians and conquered Babylon in 539 b.c.” 

b. “Cyrus II ("the Great") was part Persian and part Mede: His mother was Mandane, a daughter of Astyages, king of Media (585- 550 b.c.).”

2. http://geo.ya.com/travelimages/az-kurd.html
a. “The Kurds are the descendants of the Medes, who helped Persia defeat Babylon.”

3. http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/51/169.html - The History Of Kurdistan - The PKK Party Program (1998), 
Chapter Two: Kurdish Society

a. “The efforts by our people to settle in our country began when the Medes arrived on the stage of history in about 1000 B.C. The Medes, who stemmed from the Aryan branch of Indo-Europeans, waged a centuries-long war against their neighbors, the Persians and the Assyrians, in order to be able to settle down in this country and expand.” 

viii. Associated with the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz (all are in eastern Turkey). (Jeremiah 51:27)

1. washingtonpost.com

a. “most Kurds live in the generally contiguous areas of Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Armenia and Syria”

2. http://geo.ya.com/travelimages/az-kurd.html
a. “The  Kurdish population of the Republic of Azerbaijan is estimated to be about 13.000, although some sources suggest numbers as large as 200.000.”

3. http://i-cias.com/e.o/yazidism.htm
a. there Yazidis living in Georgia
b. “Almost all Yazidis speak Kurdish.”

ix. He is associated with Elam (SW Iran) and Media (E Turkey, N Iraq, NW Iran, perhaps some of Armenia). (Isaiah 21:2)

1. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/inatl/daily/feb99/kurdprofile.htm
2. speak a language related to Persian

B. The 10 horns

i. 3 Subdued

1. Turkey

2. Iraq

3. Iran

ii. 7 not subdued

1. Likely

a. Syria

b. Armenia

c. Azerbaijan 

d. Georgia

2. Possibly

a. Lebanon

b. Jordan

c. Saudi Arabia

d. Kuwait

3. “At his step” (Daniel 11:43)

a. Egypt

b. Sudan

c. Libya

III. Mystery Babylon and the Seventh Empire

A. Who is Mystery Babylon?

i. Daniel 2

1. Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream and cannot remember it, so he calls the Chaldeans, wisemen, magicians, and astrologers to reveal to him this mystery

2. since the King does not remember the dream and cannot tell it to them, they cannot tell him what it means

3. verses 12-13 this makes Nebuchadnezzar angry enough to order the deaths of all such wisemen

4. 2:8 “The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me.”

5. 2:9 “for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed”

6. 2:21 Daniel interprets the dreams, beginning with the words “And [God] changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings”

7. Nebuchadnezzar was angry and suspicious with the wisemen because he thought that they were aware that “the times were changing” and were stalling until his kingdom was “removed” and the next kingdom was “set up”

8. and as Daniel reveals the vision in 20-45, we see that the vision is about exactly this, the changing of times and the succession of kingdoms after Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon

9. verses 47-48 Nebuchadnezzar responds to Daniel

a. 47 “your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret.”

b. 48 “Then the king made Daniel a great man…and chief…over all the wise men of Babylon.”

10. CONCLUSIONS from Daniel 2: 

a. The wisemen are associated with Babylon

i. In Daniel, who has prophetic visions about the changing of times and kingdoms, we see these wisemen living and serving first in the court of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon

ii. these wisemen are known as “Chaldeans,” which was an area “on the lower Euphrates and Tigris,” which is right at the heart of  Babylonian empire

b. the wisemen move from one king and kingdom to the next, watching for the changing of times and kingdoms

i. Daniel 2:8-9 Nebuchadnezzar fears that these wisemen are stalling, knowing his kingdom is about to pass and changing their loyalty to the next king and kingdom to arise after him

ii. Daniel 5:5-6 Babylonian king Belshazzar has a feast in which a hand writes encoded words on a wall

1. verses 7-8, 15, he calls in all the wisemen, but they cannot interpret it

2. verses 11, 17-29, Daniel is called and once again he interprets the meaning, which once again has to do with the changing of times and the setting up of a new kingdom after Babylon, the kingdom of the Medes and Persians

iii. Daniel 3

1. verse 2, Nebuchadnezzar, king of the empire, makes an image of gold

2. verses 8-13, because the wisemen want to destroy the Jews, they have the king decree that every man worship this image

3. the goal is to create a law that the Jews will have to violate so that they can destroy the Jews

iv. Daniel 6

1. Darius, the Mede makes princes, keeping largely the same appointments found in Babylon

a. Daniel is kept in a high position

b. The men who are appointed as princes and rulers are the same wisemen of Babylon

i. Just as in chapter 3, they attempt to set a similar trap for Daniel, by creating a law that the Jews will have to violate 

c. The wisemen are keepers of a mystery religion that is the ancestor of Greek Gnosticism of the first century AD

i. Mystery Religion of Babylon

1. verse 11 – the Chaldeans believe in a plurality of gods

2. verse 11 – the Chaldeans say that no man can reveal the king’s vision, that it must be revealed by the gods “whose dwelling is not in flesh”

3. verse 46 – Nebuchadnezzar worships Daniel implying that a man ascends to divinity by acquiring hidden knowledge

4. verse 46 Nebuchadnezzar says Daniel’s God is the highest god (implying a series of god’s of varying superiority)

5. verse 46 – Nebuchadnezzar believes that the God’s superiority is displayed by the greatness of the secret mystery he revealed to Daniel 

6. verse 47 – Nebuchadnezzar makes Daniel the chief of the wisemen, because he knew secret knowledge that the others did not

ii. Gnosticism - The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition.  2001.

1. “The heavenly pleroma was the center of the divine life, and Jesus was interpreted as an intermediary eternal being, or aeon, sent from the pleroma to restore the lost knowledge of humanity’s divine origin.”

2. “promised salvation through an occult knowledge that they claimed was revealed to them alone.”

3. “Gnostics held secret formulas, which they believed would free them at death from the evil archons and restore them to their heavenly abode.”

4. “Gnosticism held that human beings consist of flesh, soul, and spirit (the divine spark), and that humanity is divided into classes representing each of these elements. The purely corporeal (hylic) lacked spirit and could never be saved; the Gnostics proper (pneumatic) bore knowingly the divine spark and their salvation was certain;”

5. NOTE: 

a. Daniel 2:11 “there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

b. 1 John 4:3 “And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist,”

c. Gnostics did not believe Jesus was God incarnate, but an intermediary spirit come to bring lost knowledge to mankind

iii. SIMILARITIES:  

1. Both Gnostics and the Mystery religion of Babylon believed in a series of gods of varying degree emanating from the supreme God

2. believed that secret knowledge was revealed by some of these intermediary gods (Gnostics included Christ as one of these intermediaries)

3. secret knowledge did not reside in the corporeal, the flesh

2. Nahum 

a. Nineveh

i. capital of the Assyrian empire 

ii. built by Nimrod in Assyria (Genesis 10:11)

b. 1:1 “1 The burden of Nineveh.”

c. 3:1 “1 Woe to the bloody city!”

d. “4 Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts.”

e. “5 Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame.”

f. “6 And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock.”

g. “7 And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan her? whence shall I seek comforters for thee?”

h. CONCLUSIONS from Nahum:

i. Like Babylon, Nineveh is the capital of an empire

ii. Nahum calls Nineveh a bloody city, the mistress of witchcraft and the well-favoured harlot who sells the nations

iii. Nahum says she will be exposed or made naked

iv. Nahum says she will be laid waste


3. Magicians and Wise Men in other Empires

a. In Egypt

i. Joseph and the Pharaoh’s dream –

1. Magicians at Pharaoh’s court just like in Nebuchadnezzar’s court – they were sought to interpret dreams, but could not 

a. Genesis 41: 8  And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.

b. Genesis 41:24 And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I told [this] unto the magicians; but [there was] none that could declare [it] to me.
ii. Moses and Pharaoh – 

1. Pharaoh has magicians, which perform enchantments and sorcery to defy Moses

a. Exodus 7:22 And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he hearken unto them; as the LORD had said.

b. Exodus 8:7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.

c. Exodus 8:18 And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. 19 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This [is] the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.

d. Exodus 9:11 And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians.

b. In Media-Persia

i. Esther 1:13-14 – King Ahasuerus (Artaxerxes)

1. King Artaxerxes of Media-Persia had magicians and wise men that were among the highest in his kingdom and closest to him

2. These wise men also knew the times – just as did those in Babylon

a. Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times, (for so [was] the king's manner toward all that knew law and judgment: 14   And the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, which saw the king's face, and which sat the first in the kingdom;)

c. the Roman Empire – The Magi from the East

i. Matthew 2:1-12 

1. “1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2  Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”
2. The 3 “wise men” 

a. Knew of the times of kings – not just any king for Herod was a king, there was something they understood to be unique and significant about this King of the Jews

b. they had seen a star in the east

c. they knew that there would be a kings from/of/over a certain people group 

i. knew there would be a king of or from the Jews

d. they came and worshipped Jesus

3. follow from the traditions of the wise men of Babylon and Media-Persia 

a. “wise men”

b. 3097 magos {mag'-os}  
of foreign origin 07248; 
1a) the name given by the Babylonians (Chaldeans), Medes, Persians, and others, to the wise men, teachers, priests, physicians, astrologers, seers, interpreters of dreams, augers, soothsayers, sorcerers etc.

ii. 1 Peter 5:13

1. The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you;

2. Peter may have ended his life in Rome, if this letter was written from Rome, the Peter has identified Rome with the title Babylon

a. This would therefore be further evidence that the title Babylon moves with the great city of an empire – during the Roman Empire, it would have been Rome

4. City names as titles for other cities with similar characteristics

a. 1 Peter 5:13

i. The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you;

ii. Even if Peter was not in Rome it is unlikely that he is writing from the actual city of Babylon or speaking of a church that was in the actual city of Babylon

iii. Therefore this verse would still be evidence that the title Babylon can be applied to other cities than actual Babylon 

b. Revelation 11:8

i. Revelation 11:8 And their dead bodies [shall lie] in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.
ii. Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem, yet Revelation 11:8 refers to Jerusalem as Sodom and Egypt.

iii. CONCLUSION: The application of the name Babylon does not necessarily indicate the actual city of Babylon. City names can be and are used to identify other cities who share some attribute or trait that is reflected in the name of the former city.

5. (Migration of the Great Whore)

a. Zechariah 5:5-11 – a woman called “wickedness” is transported to the land of Shinar where a house will be built for her

i. Shinar is another name for Babylon

6. Revelation 17

a. “1 I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:”

b. “3 and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.”

c. “5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”

i. Mystery

ii. Babylon the Great

iii. The Mother of Harlots

d. “7 I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.

e. “12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings,”

f. the 10 horns will “17 give their kingdom unto the beast,”

g. “16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore…and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.”

h. “18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”

i. “18:3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.”

j. COMPARISON: In both Revelation and Nahum, the mother of harlots is 

i. a great city

ii. the leading city of an empire

iii. a city that controls the wealth of kings and nations

iv. laid waste by God

v. made naked or exposed

7. Mystery Babylon and the martyrdom of the Apostles, Saints, and Prophets

a. Scripture Verses

i. Revelation 17:6 – “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.”

ii. Revelation 18:24 – “And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”

iii. Revelation 18:20 – “Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.”

b. Does Rome have to be Mystery Babylon?

i. The blood of the Apostles is found in this great city

1. Argument: Apostles only existed in the first century AD

a. Counterargument: Though both Abel and Zechariah were killed a long time before Jesus’ generation ever existed, Jesus states that his generation will be held responsible for their blood. (Matthew 23:35, Luke 11:51)

i. Therefore, even though apostles have not existed since the first century AD does not necessitate that a first century entity be held responsible for their blood.

2. Argument: The blood of the Apostles is found “in” this great city

a. Counterargument: Not all of the New Testament martyrs were killed “in” Rome at the hands of the Romans

i. Acts 7:59 – Stephen is stoned “in” Jerusalem by Jewish leadership

ii. Matthew 23:37 – many prophets were killed “in” Jerusalem

b. Counterargument: Revelation 18:24 states that not only is Mystery Babylon held responsible for the blood of the apostles, saints, and prophets, but also of “ALL that were slain upon the earth”

i. Clearly ALL that have ever been slain on the earth were not slain “in” Rome

ii. Therefore, the statement “found in” cannot be taken to indicate the location of their death, but only to indicate the party that is being held responsible.

3. Counter Argument: The term apostles does not necessarily indicate the 12 Apostles, but is used elsewhere throughout the New Testament as a more general reference to God’s messengers.

a. Philippians 2:25 – Epaphroditus is referred to as an apostle (Strong’s #652 in the Greek “apostle” elsewhere)

b. 2 Corinthians 8:23 – messengers is also Strong’s #652 which is “apostle” elsewhere in the NT

c. Acts 14:14 – Barnabas is referred to as an apostle

d. Revelation 2:2 – the Ephesian church is commended by Jesus for trying those who claim to be apostles and are not.

i. Unless the test for those who claimed to be apostles was whether their names were Peter, John, James, Paul, etc. this means that the book of Revelation employs a broader meaning for the term “apostle” than just “the 12 Apostles.”

e. CONCLUSION: Since the New Testament uses the term “apostle” more broadly than just “the 12 Apostles” it cannot be stated that Revelation has in mind only the death of these 12 men at the hands of Rome.

4. Counterargument: Of the 8 times that “apostles” and “prophets” are coupled together in the New Testament 

a. Twice it CANNOT be taken to be a reference solely to first century persons

i. Luke 11:49 

ii. 2 Peter 3:2

b. Therefore, it cannot be assumed that Revelation 18:20 is indicating only first century persons by using the phrase “apostles and prophets”

8. The City that reigns over the kings of the earth and verb tenses in Revelation

a. Revelation 17:18 – “And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”

i. Argument

1. Premise 1: Because this statement is made in the present tense, Mystery Babylon would have to be the city that reigned over the kings of the earth at the time John saw/recorded Revelation.

2. Premise 2: At the time John saw/recorded Revelation Rome was the city that ruled over the kings of the earth.

3. Conclusion: Rome is Mystery Babylon

ii. Counterargument:

1. There are five instances in Revelation when future events or figures are described using present tense verbs – 3 out of the five follow the exact same pattern used to discuss Mystery Babylon

a. The pattern

i. Something is identified for John using a present tense form of the verb “to be” (“this is” or “these are”).

ii. The thing, which is identified to John, is further described as performing an activity that is rendered in a present tense verb.

b. 3 identical cases

i. Revelation 7:13-15 – Those who are martyred in the Great Tribulation.

ii. Revelation 11:4-6, 8 – The two witnesses.

iii. Revelation 14:4 – The 144,000.

c. 2 similar cases

i. Revelation 8:10 – The second beast.

ii. Revelation 13:11-14 – The star called Wormwood.

2. CONCLUSION:

a. The use of the present tense verb to describe Mystery Babylon as “reigning over the kings of the earth” does not necessarily indicate that it is the city that was ruling over the earth at the time John wrote the vision (Rome)

9. SUMMARY:

a. Revelation 11:8 tells us that the name of one city can be applied to describe another city that shares some attribute with it.

b. The wisemen of Babylon were those who revealed secrets and mysteries, just as “Mystery” is a title for the mother of harlots in Revelation 17

c. these wisemen are portrayed in the Bible as fulfilling this function during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon – which is partially why the title “Babylon” is given in Revelation 17

d. these wisemen are known as “Chaldeans,” which was an area “on the lower Euphrates and Tigris,” which is also why the title “Babylon” is used in Revelation 17

e. One of the types of mysteries that Nebuchadnezzar knew these wisemen understood, was the changing of times, when God removes and establishes new kings and kingdoms

f. Nebuchadnezzar views these wisemen as men whose loyalties transfer and await whichever kingdom is currently in power, for he believes they are stalling until his kingdom passes and the next arises

g. * this woman, this city, is said to ride the seven-headed beast, which itself represents 7 empires (including both Babylon and Assyria, who’s capital was Nineveh)

i. It is these wisemen, who understand mysteries, watch the changing of kingdoms, migrate from one empire to the next, and thus, “ride” the 7 empires of the beast

h. the term Babylon in Revelation is NOT meant to indicate the geographic location of this city in literal Babylon

i. the term Babylon is a title for this city, just as Mystery and Mother of Harlots are titles for it

i. This city migrates from empire to empire, depending on where the seat of power is

i. Babylon and Nineveh were both historic examples of this city

ii. After the fall of the Babylonian empire, just as suspected by Nebuchadnezzar, the wisemen served in the next empire, the kingdom of the Medes and Persians 

iii. These Magicians have served in the following empires:

1. Egypt

a. Genesis 41 – at the time of Joseph

b. Exodus 7-9 – at the time of Moses

2. Assyria

a. Nahum 1 and 3

3. Babylon

a. Daniel 2-3 – at the time of Nebuchadnezzar

b. Daniel 5 – at the time of Belshazzar

4. Media-Persia

a. Daniel 6 – at the time of Darius the Mede

b. Esther 1 – at the time of Artaxerxes of Media-Persia

10. CONCLUSION: Therefore, this city is whichever city is the current seat of power for this the society of the mystery cult and wise men who control the wealth of nations and empires

B. How does Mystery Babylon relate to the Seventh Empire of the False Prophet?

i. We have already shown that the second beast of Revelation 13 is both an empire/kingdom and a king, the False Prophet

ii. We have already shown that Mystery Babylon is the great city of empires that has moved from empire to empire throughout history

iii. What we will now demonstrate is that the great city Mystery Babylon is the capital city or great city of the empire of the False Prophet

1. Both are associated with false religion

a. False Prophet and his empire - Revelation 13:12, 15, Revelation 16:13

b. Mystery Babylon, the great city - Revelation 17:5

2. Both are accredited with deceiving those that dwell on the earth

a. False Prophet and his empire - Revelation 13:13-14, Revelation 16:13-14, Revelation 19:20

b. Mystery Babylon, the great city - Revelation 18:23

3. Both have great power and influence over the people, kings, and nations of the earth

a. False Prophet and his empire - Revelation 13:12, 14, 15-17

b. Mystery Babylon, the great city - Revelation 17:1-2, 7-11, 15, 18, Revelation 18:3, 9, 23

4. Both are accredited with and responsible for the blood of the saints – the persecution of the saints

a. False Prophet and his empire - Revelation 13:15

b. Mystery Babylon, the great city - Revelation 17:6, Revelation 18:24

5. Both wield influence and control over the wealth, commerce, and economic institutions of the world

a. False Prophet and his empire - Revelation 13:16-18

b. Mystery Babylon, the great city - Revelation 18:3, 7, 9, 11-19, 23

iv. CONCLUSIONS:

1. Mystery Babylon is the great city of an Empire

2. The False Prophet is the head of the seventh Empire 

3. Both are accredited with the same things during the same period of time

a. False religion

b. Deception 

c. Power and influence over the peoples, kings, and nations of the earth

d. The death of the saints

e. Economic Wealth and Commercial Control

4. Therefore, Mystery Babylon, the great city, is most likely the great city of the Empire of the False Prophet

C. Identifying Mystery Babylon and the Seventh Empire in a Modern Context (Speculation)

i. Mystery Babylon – the great city of the Seventh Empire (New York City?)

1. A center of vast economic power and commerce - Revelation 18:3, 11-13, 15-17, 19

a. The headquarters for World Bank, The International Monetary Fund, the Federal Reserve Bank of the U.S., and Wall Street, are all in New York

2. A center from which global deception is generated – Revelation 18:23

a. New York is a global center of global news media and entertainment

3. A city of rule over the kings of the earth – Revelation 17:15, 18

a. The United Nations headquarters is in New York

4. A city which is diverse in terms of ethnicity of its population – Revelation 17:1, 15

a. New York is obviously one of the most culturally diverse cities in the world

5. A great seaport, a center of import, export, and trade – Revelation 18:3, 11-13, 15-17, 19

a. New York is a very important seaport on the East Coast and a center of import, export, and trade 

6. A wealthy city – Revelation 18:7, 9, 17

a. New York

7. A city, which is hated by the 10 horns, Middle Eastern countries – Revelation 17:16-17

a. New York is hated by because it is a symbol of American decadence, wealth, culture, power, etc.

b. New York has at least twice in the past been a target of international terrorism that originated from the Middle East 

ii. The Seventh Empire (The U.S. and the E.U. or U.K.?)

1. a 2-horned empire – Revelation 13:11

a. an empire whose power base is derived from two cooperative, joined kingdoms

b. The U.S. and the E.U. (or the U.K) 

2. a lamb-like empire of the False Prophet

a. may imply the apparent Christian character of the empire

i. Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

b. The U.S. and the E.U. (or the U.K)

3. a kingdom of clay 

a. Daniel 2’s use of clay can convey two characteristics associated with the West

i. compared to Rome’s iron quality, clay conveys shaping through manipulation not brutal force and overt control – perhaps this speaks more of the West as well, when compared to the militant dictatorships of the Middle East

ii. compared to the precious metals, clay is common – the West promotes rule, which is not by monarchy, aristocracy, but by democracy – not by kings, or nobles, but by the people

D. Mystery Babylon, the Seventh Empire, and the 10 kings

i. Speculative interpretation of the destruction of Mystery Babylon

1. Biblical Model:

a. Mystery Babylon, the great city of the Seventh Empire of the False Prophet is hated by and destroyed by the 10 kings/nations that ally with the Antichrist and recombine to revive the Eastern Roman/Byzantine Empire – Revelation 18:16-17

2. Interpretation:

a. New York, the great city of the West is hated and destroyed by 10 Middle Eastern Nations (who also hate the U.S. and New York

3. The rationale – why would the Antichrist allow the destruction of such a city, which has been so useful, so helpful to his cause?

a. It is unlikely that the False Prophet and the Antichrist are in any way in opposition to one another, but rather have worked the destruction of Babylon the great city out for their agreed upon purposes:

i. The destruction of New York would be a useful means for compelling the nations of the world to gather for battle at Armageddon

ii. It is the apparent clash of Daniel 2’s two kingdoms of iron and clay, which attempt to combine, but don’t combine (well) – in the last days

iii. NOTE: the destruction of Babylon the Great and the hatred of her is not associated with the Antichrist himself, but is instead placed solely upon the 10 kings

iv. NOTE: the False Prophet is not destroyed with Babylon the Great, but along with the Antichrist gathers the armies of the nations at Armageddon and is thrown live into the lake of fire with the Antichrist  
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