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Study on the Charismatic Movement (and the Faith Movement)

I. Who/what is the Charismatic Movement?

a. Charismatic Denominations

i. Examples (just to name a few, more later on in the study)

1. Pentecostal (United Pentecostal Church) – wearing no make up, wearing long skirts, women don’t cut their hair

2. Assemblies of God
3. International Church of the Foursquare Gospel
4. Church of God in Christ
5. Church of Christ
6. (Charismatic groups on local levels in the Catholic Church)

ii. Traits

1. speaking in tongues

2. miracles and spiritual gifts

3. *sometimes affiliate with Faith Movement churches and Faith Movement trends, ministers, and activities

4. an emphasis on "second work of the Holy Spirit" (baptism in the Holy Spirit and sanctification)

b. The Faith Movement 

i. A Subset of the Charismatic Movement

ii. The term “Faith Movement” comes from the particular way they teach of using “Faith” to obtain health and wealth (and the special destiny for each of us as individuals)

iii. Independent Churches/Ministries

iv. Loosely affiliated through their association to and affinity for top Faith Movement teachers

1. Kenneth Copeland

2. Kenneth Hagin

3. Benny Hinn

4. Frederick Price

5. Morris Cerullo

6. Marilyn Hickey

7. Oral Roberts – Oral Roberts University

8. Jesse Duplantis

9. Jerry Savelle

v. Traits

1. speaking in tongues

2. miracles and spiritual gifts, including prophecy and “words from God” (word of knowledge)

3. ongoing office of apostles and prophets in the Church today

4. emphasis on being debt free

5. emphasis on tithing and giving (seed sowing)

6. emphasis on health and wealth – and using faith to obtain them

7. emphasis on a special calling and destiny for each individual (and, therefore, pursuing your dreams)

8. ministers seen as “God’s anointed” – not to be touched or criticized

9. some emphasis on giving “gifts” to bless “God’s anointed”

10. typically characterized by a pyramid effect of wealth from the top (ministers) to the bottom (lay people)

a. the ministers are often wealthy, and debt free – at times through the direct efforts of their congregation (having big houses, nice cars, expensive suits and clothes, etc.)

b. the lay people range in income from poor to upper middle class – but generally don’t migrate up the income ladder like the ministers do

11. *churches often large-sized, sometimes having memberships of several hundred to several thousand members

12. often associated with:

a. laying on of hands (“slain in the spirit”)

b. uncontrollable laughter (and other hysterical crowd behavior)

c. spiritual warfare (depicted as worship and prayer affecting the battling of angels and demons – as described in the fictional novels by Frank Peretti: This Present Darkness, and Piercing the Darkness)

d. ministry of “helps” – serving the church in small things as a way of “sowing seed” for God’s plan in your life

vi. Local examples

1. Church on the Rock

2. Life Christian Church

3. Joyce Meyers Ministries

4. St. Louis Family Church

5. Grace World Outreach Center

vii. Smaller Faith Movement Churches as well

1. sometimes these are just “younger” versions of their larger counterparts

2. sometimes they prefer a smaller, more intimate church community where everyone knows each other, so they deliberately avoid becoming “large churches” – catering to local church-goers who also prefer smaller church communities

3. sometimes these smaller churches are milder in terms of doctrine, less aggressive, emphasizing more mainstream ideas while their faith movement doctrines can often fall into the backdrop of church life

a. local examples:

i. Faith Community Chapel? (Eric’s Church)

c. Influence on other Churches at Large 

i. The Charismatic movement, including the Faith Movement, has exhibited doctrinal influence on the rest of the body of Christ in the following ways

1. Christian lay people typically don’t distinguish between the mainstream churches and the Charismatic/Faith Movement

2. Charismatic/Faith Movement books are available to lay people through Christian bookstores

3. Charismatic/Faith Movement teaching reaches lay people through TV broadcasts

4. migrating church membership

5. person to person contact between Charismatic/Faith Movement lay people and mainstream lay people

ii. Examples of Charismatic/Faith Movement Doctrinal Influence

1. lack of judging leaders and teachings – their doctrine of “God’s anointed”

2. lack of judging people – their doctrine of “speaking in faith” which is counteracted by “negative” statements

3. their distortion of scripture while teaching has led to characterizing faith and reason in opposition to each other

a. at times, such statements are even made explicitly by ministers from the pulpit

4. general “broadening” of the use of the term miracle – in order to further substantiate their own miraculous claims

5. a general influence on their lay people’s hermeneutics – 

a. their unreasonable interpretation of scripture to justify and construct false doctrine creates this same pattern of interpretation in their audience

b. this pattern of interpretation creates the practical, subconscious impression that scripture interpretation is a matter of personal judgment

6. “spiritualizing” historic events recorded in the Bible – to support or derive doctrine

a. “types and shadows” out of Old Testament (and New Testament) events BEYOND those specifically spelled out in the Bible itself

7. *in general how people approach prayer including what we can ask for and explaining why we don’t always receive (particularly such passages as Matthew 21:22 and John 15:7)
8. * the frequent use of such phrases as “God told me” or “God’s called me” or “the Lord’s teaching me” or “I have a word for you from God” (or even “I had a dream from God”), etc. 

9. a general belief in western, particularly American churches that God generally wants 

a. us to have the things we want

b. to be happy

c. to be well-off to varying degrees

d. us to be in good health and without suffering 

e. *has a special spiritual destiny (calling us to do “great things”) for each one of us as individuals

i. this is necessary for motivating people to “sow seed” in terms of money and service to the local church

II. What does the term Charismatic mean?

a. The term comes from the Greek word charisma
i. Taken from the uses of “charisma” in such passages as 1 Corinthians 12:4,9,28,30,31, etc.
ii. Definition

5486 carisma charisma khar’-is-mah 

from 5483; TDNT-9:402,1298; n n 

AV-gift 15, free gift 2; 17 

1) a favour with which one receives without any merit of his own 

2) the gift of divine grace 

3) the gift of faith, knowledge, holiness, virtue 

4) the economy of divine grace, by which the pardon of sin and eternal salvation is appointed to sinners in consideration of the merits of Christ laid hold of by faith 

5) grace or gifts denoting extraordinary powers, distinguishing certain Christians and enabling them to serve the church of Christ, the reception of which is due to the power of divine grace operating on their souls by the Holy Spirit

iii. the term “charismata” is often used to refer to the “spiritual gifts” as a group or phenomenon
III. Problems with the Charismatic/Faith Movement 

a. Note: some of these thing will apply to the whole Charismatic Movement, others will apply more specifically to the Faith Movement and its doctrines

b. Signs, Wonders, and Miracles in the Old and New Testaments

c. Definitions

i. Old Testament (Hebrew words for “sign, wonder, miracle”)
1. 04159 tpwm mowpheth mo-faith’ or 

tpm mopheth mo-faith’ 

from 03302 in the sense of conspicuousness; 

TWOT-152a; n m 

AV-wonder 25, sign 8, miracle 2, wondered at 1; 36 

1) wonder, sign, miracle, portent 

1a) wonder (as a special display of God’s power) 

1b) sign, token (of future event)

2. 0226 twa ‘owth oth 

probably from 0225 (in the sense of appearing); 

TWOT-41a; n f 

AV-sign(s) 60, token(s) 14, ensign(s) 2, miracles 2, 

mark 1; 79 

1) sign, signal 

1a) a distinguishing mark 

1b) banner 

1c) remembrance 

1d) miraculous sign 

1e) omen 

1f) warning 

3. 06381 alp pala’ paw-law’ 

a primitive root; TWOT-1768; v 

AV-(wondrous, marvellous...) work 18, wonders 9, marvellous 8, wonderful 8, ...things 6, hard 5, wondrous 3, wondrously 2, marvellously 2, performing 2, misc 8; 71 

1) to be marvellous, be wonderful, be surpassing, be extraordinary, separate by distinguishing action 

1a) (Niphal) 

1a1) to be beyond one’s power, be difficult to do 

1a2) to be difficult to understand 

1a3) to be wonderful, be extraordinary 

1a3a) marvellous (participle) 

1b) (Piel) to separate (an offering) 

1c) (Hiphil) 

1c1) to do extraordinary or hard or difficult thing 

1c2) to make wonderful, do wondrously 

1d) (Hithpael) to show oneself wonderful or marvellous

2) token, ensign, standard, miracle, proof

4. 06382 alp pele’ peh’-leh 

from 06381; TWOT-1768a; n m 

AV-wonder 8, wonderful 3, wonderfully 1, 

marvellous 1; 13 

1) wonder, marvel 

1a) wonder (extraordinary, hard to understand thing) 

1b) wonder (of God’s acts of judgment and redemption)

5. 0852 ta ‘ath (Aramaic) awth 

corresponding to 0226; TWOT-2617; n f 

AV-sign 3; 3 

1) sign, miraculous signs, wonders

6. 08540 hmt t@mahh (Aramaic) tem-ah’ 

from a root corresponding to 08539; TWOT-3060; n m 

AV-wonder 3; 3 

1) wonder, miracle

ii. Conclusions: 

1. the Hebrew words for “sign,” “wonder,” and “miracle” are interchangeable on a definitional level
iii. New Testament (Greek words for “sign, wonder, miracle”)

1. 4592 shmeion semeion say-mi’-on 

from a presumed derivative of the base of 4591; 

TDNT-7:200,1015; n n 

AV-sign 50, miracle 23, wonder 3, token 1; 77 

1) a sign, mark, token 

1a) that by which a person or a thing is distinguished from others and is known 

1b) a sign, prodigy, portent, i.e. an unusual occurrence, transcending the common course of nature 

1b1) of signs portending remarkable events soon to happen 

1b2) of miracles and wonders by which God authenticates the men sent by him, or by which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God’s

2. 1411 dunamiv dunamis doo’-nam-is 

from 1410; TDNT-2:284,186; n f 

AV-power 77, mighty work 11, strength 7, miracle 7, 

might 4, virtue 3, mighty 2, misc 9; 120 

1) strength power, ability 

1a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth 

1b) power for performing miracles 

1c) moral power and excellence of soul 

1d) the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth 

1e) power and resources arising from numbers 

1f) power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts 

For Synonyms see entry 5820
3. 5059 terav teras ter’-as 

of uncertain affinity; TDNT-8:113,1170; n n 

AV-wonder 16; 16 

1) a prodigy, portent 

2) miracle: performed by any one

iv. Conclusions:

1. The Greek words for the “sign,” “wonder,” and “miracle” are interchangeable on a definitional level 

d. The Sign Sign-Giver Process

i. Old Testament Foundations

1. Moses, Israel, and Pharaoh

a. This is the first major use of signs and wonders to demonstrate the mandate of God

b. God used signs to bring the Israelites out of Egypt

i. Psalm 78:42-51
A. 43 How he had wrought his signs in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan:
ii. Psalm 105:26-36
A. 26 He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had chosen. 27 They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham.
iii. Jeremiah 32:19-21
A. Verse 21 “brought forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, and with wonders”
c. Why did God use signs in Exodus?

i. Exodus 6:6-7 (proof to the Israelites)
A. “(verse 6) I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments…(verse 7) and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.
ii. Exodus 8:8-10 (proof to the Israelites)
A. “(verse 10) Be it according to thy word: that thou mayest know that there is none like unto the LORD our God.”
iii. Exodus 10:1-2 (proof to the Israelites)

A. “2 And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son’s son, what things I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how that I am the LORD.”
iv. Deuteronomy 4:34-35 (proof to the Israelites)

A. “34 Or hath God assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is none else beside him.”
v. Exodus 3:12 (proof to the Israelites)

A. “2 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.”
vi. Exodus 3:19-20 (proof to the Egyptians)

A. “19 And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 20 And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go.”
vii. Exodus 4:1-10 (proof to the Egyptians)
A. (verse 1) “And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.”
B. Verse 2-5 the first sign: the rod turning into a serpent
C. Verse 6-7 the second sign: Moses hand turns leprous and back to normal
D. Verse 8 “And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.”
E. Verse 9 “And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.”
d. Conclusion:

i. The miraculous signs in Egypt were proof that God sent Moses and thus validated his message to:

A. Pharaoh and the Egyptians

B. The Israelites

2. Judges 6:34-40 Gideon

a. Verse 36-37, 39-40 - the “IF…THEN” formula

3. 2 Kings 20:8-11

a. Verse 8 – the “IF…THEN” formula

ii. New Testament Foundations

1. (Like Moses) The miracles Jesus did proved he was sent from God, that his message was from God

a. John 5:31-37

i. (verse 36) “But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.”

b. Matthew 12:38-40 (Matthew 16:1-4, Mark 8:11-12, Luke 11:16, 29-30)
i. “38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas”
c. the apostles understood the system of sign-giving as confirmation
i. Matthew 24:1-34 (Mark 13:1-31, Luke 21:5-28)
A. “3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?”
d. Mark 16:14-20

i. “17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”
ii. “20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.”
iii. Conclusion: 
1. If “this” (broadly defined) is the Word of God, then prove it (show us a sign).

2. signs, wonders, and miracles prove divine mandate/involvement

3. * Formula: IF the sign, THEN there is divine mandate.

a. mandate – “an authorization to act given to a representative”

IV. Signs, Sign-giving, and the Sign-giver (how it works)

a. “Recognizing the Divine Finger,” chapter 1 of the book Intelligent Design, by William A. Dembski

b. General:

i. The “sign” is the event, which functions as confirmation of the will of another party.

ii. The “sign-seeker” is the party who asks for a sign.

iii. The “sign-giver” is the party from which we seek confirmation, the party that gives the sign.

iv. In the Christian scenario, God is the sign-giver, confirming his will through some event or events.

c. Rule: A sign must be unique to the sign-giver.

i. If we seek to find out a specific individual’s will through a sign, what happens if more than just that person can perform the sign?

ii. Example: The Persian King and His Satraps

1. Premise: A Persian King has Satraps (who are his regional governors). Because of the great distances between the king and his satraps, the King must come up with some way to guarantee his messages to the satraps are not intercepted or tampered with. 

2. Solution: To prevent tampering or counterfeit messages, the King seals every message with a royal seal that only he possesses.

3. Problem: What happens if the royal seal is copied or stolen?

a. Messages from the king can be tampered with and resealed. 

b. Counterfeit messages from the King can be produced and sealed to create false messages.

4. Conclusion: 
a. The royal seal works ONLY if the King is the only party who has the seal. 

b. If the seal can be given or produced by people other than the King, then messages can be counterfeited or tampered with and the seal becomes powerless to validate the will of the King.

iii. Conclusions:

1. If other factors or persons beyond the sign-giver can produce the sign to the sign-seeker, the sign becomes powerless for validating the will of the sign-giver.

2. Signs must be unique to the sign-giver.

3. Thus, signs must be extraordinary. The more ordinary the sign, the easier it is to produce through other means beside the sign-giver and, therefore, the less useful it is for confirming the will of the sign-giver.

d. Biblical examples of counterfeiting signs.

i. Exodus 7:8-13

1. Moses’ rod becomes a serpent.

2. The Pharaoh’s magicians likewise throw down their staffs, which also become serpents.

3. The Pharaoh doesn’t believe Moses’ message.

ii. Exodus 7:15-23

1. Moses turns the river to blood.

2. The Pharaoh’s magicians do the same.

3. The Pharaoh doesn’t believe Moses’ message.

iii. Exodus 8:5-7

1. Moses causes frogs to overrun the land of Egypt.

2. The Pharaoh’s magicians do the same.

3. The Pharaoh doesn’t believe Moses’ message.

iv. What is the Problem so far?

1. The 3 signs were not unique to the sign-giver (God) but could also be produced through other means (the Pharaoh’s servants).

v. Exodus 8:16-19

1. Moses brings forth lice to cover the land of Egypt.

2. The Pharaoh’s magicians try to do the same but cannot.

3. “19 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.”
4. Because this sign could not be produced through other means, the magicians recognized it as proof of the work of God through Moses.
5. *From this point forward there is NO mention of the Pharaoh’s magicians even attempting to counterfeit the rest of the signs
vi. What made the difference between the first 3 signs and the 7 that followed them starting with the plague of lice?

1. The difference was that the signs were now unique to God and could not be produced by the Pharaoh’s magicians also.

vii. New Testament Passages concerning false signs 

1. 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 – the coming of the antichrist will involve lying signs and wonders for the purpose of deceiving many
2. Revelation 13:13-14, 16:13-14, 19:20 – miracles done in the time of the false prophet and the antichrist to deceive the nations to follow them

3. What function do these miracles serve? 

a. They convince people that God is involved in/approves of the activities of the antichrist and the false prophet.

b. *These miracles seem to be unique to God when in fact they are not unique to God at all but are being produced by evil spirits and the false prophet (Revelation 13:13-14, 16:13-14, 19:20)

4. * 2 Timothy 3:1-9

a. False teachers in the latter days

b. Compared to Jannes and Jambres, a reference to the two magicians of Pharaoh, the ones who produced signs to counterfeit the approval of God 

c. “8…as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth”
i. these men oppose the truth seemingly in the same manner that the Pharaoh’s magicians opposed Moses, a reference to the use of signs to counterfeit the approval of the sign-giver
e. Does faith (or trust in a person) validate questionable miracles? (The Relationship between Faith and Miracles)

i. Miracles serve as signs to confirm that our faith/word/belief is from God and not men

1. In the OT miracles confirmed that a (prophet’s) word was from the Lord and should be accepted and believed

a. Exodus 4:8-9; 30

b. Exodus 7:9

c. Exodus 10:2

d. Numbers 14:11

e. Judges 6:17

f. 1 Samuel 2:34

g. 1 Kings 13:3

h. 2 Kings 20:8-9, Isaiah 38:7-8

i. Isaiah 7:11-14

j. Ezekiel 13:1-9

ii. Consistent with this OT practice (A) the Pharisees expected Jesus to show them miracles/signs to prove he was of God and that his message was of God and should be accepted and believed

1. Matthew 12:38-39

2. Matthew 16:1-4

3. Mark 8:11-12

4. Luke 11:16, 29-30

5. John 2:18

6. John 6:30

iii. Jesus’ miracles acted as signs to confirm that he was of God and that his message was of God and should be accepted and believed

1. Luke 2:12

2. John 2:11, 23

3. John 3:2

4. John 4:48

5. John 5:31-37

6. John 6:2, 14, 26

7. John 7:31

8. John 9:16

9. **John 20:30-31

10. Acts 2:22

11. Hebrews 2:3-4

iv. After Jesus’ resurrection miracles were to be as signs to confirm that what the Christians preached and taught was the truth from God (and also to demonstrate who was accepted by God)
1. Mark 16:17-20

2. Acts 4:30

3. Romans 15:19

4. 1 Corinthians 1:6-8, 22

5. 1 Corinthians 14:22

6. 2 Corinthians 12:12

7. * Acts 10:44-48, Acts 11:15-18, and Acts 15:7-9 – the signs of tongues and prophecy verified that individuals were accepted and approved by God (not the other way around)
v. Conclusions

1. Miracles were signs that confirmed that

a. a man/prophet was from God

b. a Word or message was from God

c. the beliefs/teachings of the Christian faith were from God

2. There is nowhere the scripture when a miracle validity or value is dependent upon having faith in Jesus

3. Why did God used miracles to confirm that a word, or a person was from Him?

a. miracles were independently verifiable signs

b. as such they demonstrated God’s endorsement unequivocally without involving circular reasoning on the part of the individual

4. Put simply, miracles are signs that confirm the validity and legitimacy of our faith OR miracles aren’t believed because we believe the gospel, the gospel is believed because of miracles

vi. Implications on the miracles and signs in the Charismatic/Faith movement

1. ** It is not Biblical valid to claim or accept a miracle is legitimate based on faith.

2. To do so is to reverse the Biblical relationship and function of miracles and faith.

a. Miracles recorded in the Bible were independently verifiable and their value as confirmation of God’s will or Word did not depend upon the assent of the individual

b. To accept a miracle on the basis of faith voids the entire purpose of miracles from a Biblical point of view (which is to confirm/substantiate the faith)

c. If a miracles validity or value is dependent upon the assent of the individual then it has no power or value to confirm our testimony or our faith

d. To accept the legitimacy of a miracle based upon our faith is to accept a miracle as valid because we believe the miracle is valid – this is circular reasoning

e. To accept the legitimacy of a miracle based upon our faith is to empty the miracle of any ability to confirm our testimony or our faith

f. To accept the legitimacy of a teacher or person based upon our faith is to reverse the purpose of miracles (From Moses to Jesus miracles were used to validate that a person had a divine mandate. So it is backwards to substantiate the occurrence of a miracle based upon our trust that the person has a divine mandate.)
g. *At no time in scripture is a person’s teaching (doctrine) validated solely by their character

i. doctrine always had to be proved in the scriptures

ii. And sometimes it was also validated by signs (miracles)

iii. Therefore, if the scriptural validity of a doctrine is in question, you cannot point to a person’s character as proof that it is reliable

iv. Similarly, if the validity of a miracle or other supernatural event is in question, you cannot point to a person’s character as proof that the miracle is truly from God
3. Conclusions

a. Therefore, we cannot accept a miracle as valid based upon appeals to faith or belief

b. Faith lacks any value for confirming or bestowing validity to a miracle

c. Put simply, while the occurrence of a miracle can/does confirm the validity for our belief in the gospel, our belief in the gospel has no value for confirming the validity of a miracle.

d. Using faith (or trust in a person) to validate a miracle begs the question, "why are we trying to prove the occurrence of a miracle?" The answer is, "So we can know God is involved." In other words, we are using "faith" as "proof" that God is involved.
e. If it takes "faith" to prove a miracle occurred, we have no need to "prove" or "substantiate" that a miracle occurred in the first place, because we already believe by faith that God is involved. If I have the faith to believe it was a miracle, then I don't need the miracle because even without substantiating proof, I already have the faith to believe God is involved.
f. The entire process (of validating a person's teaching or a miracle through faith) becomes a matter of validating what we believe by the fact that we believe it. It's completely circular and the only thing it proves is that such faith is unsubstantiated.
f. Conclusions:
i. Signs do not validate the sign-giver’s mandate if other persons or other factors besides the sign-giver can produce those signs.
ii. Signs must be unique to the sign-giver, which also requires the signs to be extraordinary (i.e. not commonly produced.)
iii. Faith (or trust of a person) cannot not substantiate (verify) signs 
1. Biblically speaking, signs are used to verify a person's trustworthiness or the truthfulness of their message, 

2. to use faith in a message or trust of a person to validate that there miracles are legitimately from God is unbiblical, backwards, and circular reasoning - it proves nothing except perhaps that a persons faith and trust are unsubstantiated

V. Where the gifts supposed to pass away at a certain time in history? (No.)

a. In an attempt to quickly dispel Charismatic Movement, many non-charismatic Christians have adopted the doctrine that the spiritual gifts were supposed to pass away (somewhere in the first few centuries).

b. 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 DOES teach that the "gifts" would pass away, so the question is NOT "if" but "WHEN"

c. "Historic Passing away" doctrine (as we will call it) refers to the non-Charismatic doctrine that the "spiritual gifts" were always intended to and did, in fact, pass away AT SOME POINT DURING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH (within perhaps the first few centuries)

d. 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 - the base text for "passing away" doctrine

i. problems with interpreting the text as a basis for "historic passing away" doctrine

1. the internal textual construction (i.e. the content and context) of the 1 Corinthian epistle negate a "historic passing away" doctrine 

2. cross-referencing specific phrases from this passage with their occurrence elsewhere in the New Testament negates this doctrine 

ii. Problem #1, problems from within 1 Corinthians

1. 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

a. verse 10, "when the perfect is come"

b. this begs the question, what is meant by the phrase "when the perfect is come?" 

2. Paul CANNOT be saying that "prophecies, tongues, and gifts of knowledge" had ALREADY passed or were at that time ALREADY PASSING

a. Paul goes on to instruct the Corinthians to continue to pursue these gifts 

b. right after verse 13 ("these 3 remain") the very next verse (chapter 14:1) "Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy."

i. (14:5) "I would that ye all spake with tongues but rather that ye prophesied"

ii. (14:12) forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church."

iii. (14:13) "Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret."

iv. (14:39) "Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues."

c. Paul himself still continued the practice of speaking in tongues

i. (14:18) "I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all"

d. Paul goes on to write 40 verses of the next chapter to outline the proper protocols for the continued practice of such gifts as tongues and prophecy

i. particularly verses 20-40, half the chapter, deal with how to perform these gifts properly in Church gatherings

ii. Paul concludes in verse 39 by instructing the Corinthians to 

A. eagerly seek prophecy

B. not forbid tongues

e. all of which would make little sense if Paul had in the previous chapter concluded that these things had passed away or were about to pass away

f. Conclusions: 

i. the fact that the gifts continued in use after Paul wrote "these 3 remain, faith, hope, and love" demonstrates that this phrase does not indicate the spiritual gifts had already passed or were already at that time in the process of passing

ii. verse 13 simply indicates that at the point in time when the gifts did pass away (whenever that would be) that "faith, hope, and love" would remain

iii. * 1 Corinthians 13 indicates that the time when prophecy, tongues, and gifts of knowledge would pass away WAS STILL SOME DURATION OF TIME IN THE FUTURE as Paul wrote and had NOT already begun

A. thus, Paul himself continued to speak in tongues

B. thus, Paul gave 40 verses of instruction to the Corinthians on how to practice these gifts AFTER proclaiming they would one day pass

3. 1 Corinthians 1:5-8

a. "5 That in every thing ye are enriched [4148] by him"

i. "enriched" refers to the spiritual blessings we have in Christ, and would therefore be inclusive of "spiritual gifts"

b. "7 So that ye come behind in no gift [5486]; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:"

i. 5486 is the word "charisma," from which we get the term "charismatic"
ii. it occurs 17 times, at least 10 of which (if you look at the context) refer to or include the spiritual gifts mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12

iii. Paul uses this word 6 other times in 1 Corinthians (beside chapter 1:7), 5 of which definitely refer to these miraculous spiritual gifts

c. "6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed [950] in you:…8 Who shall also confirm [950] you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ."

i. 950 is the same Greek word used in Mark 16:20 "20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen."

ii. 950 is also used in Hebrews 2:3 to describe this same historical process "3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;”

iii. Acts 2:3-4,11, 8:14-19, 10:45-46, 19:6, 1 Corinthians 14:21-25 (tongues and prophecy are signs confirming the message for believers and unbelievers)

iv. Note: *remember, we're describing what was normal in the first century Church as it was recorded in Acts, NOT what happens today

A. if there is a difference and why is the subject of this study, we cannot attempt to interpret Acts on the presumption that what they experienced is the same as what we currently experience

v. Conclusions for 1 Corinthians 1:5-8:

A. verse 5 and 6, Paul wrote that the Corinthians were "enriched by [Christ], in all utterance, and in all knowledge. Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed [950] in [them]" (just like Acts 2:3-4,11, 10:45-46 and 19:6)

B. verse 7, Paul wrote that the reason the Corinthians were so enriched when they were confirmed was "so that [they would] come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ"

C. verse 8, Paul wrote that the Corinthians were expected to continue to be "confirm[ed] [950] unto the end…the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." thus implying they would continue in the same utterance and knowledge that was used to confirm them on the day that they received the Gospel 

a. this implies that like the Gentile Converts in Acts 10 and 19, God confirmed the belief of the Corinthians with tongues and prophecies the minute they received the Gospel and Paul expected them to continue in those gifts until such time as Christ returned

b. this would rule out any interpretation of 1 Corinthians 13 that would contradict these earlier words in the very same epistle where Paul indicates he expected the gifts to continue in the Corinthians until Christ's return

4. The "passing away" was still in the FUTURE for Paul and the Corinthians and had NOT already begun

a. when was the future time of passing?

b. "10  But when that which is perfect [5046] is come, then that which is in part shall be done away."

c. "perfect" here is used many times to refer to a believer or the church as a whole reaching "maturity" or "adulthood" (as in 1 Corinthians 14:20, Ephesians 4:13, Hebrews 5:14, James 3:2)

d. "11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things."

i. here we see Paul speaking of his own natural maturity into adulthood

A. how do we know Paul is not talking about his own spiritual maturing

B. because Paul still speaks in tongues (1 Corinthians 14:18) and yet "tongues" is equated with spiritual immaturity

C. because Paul is talking about being a child and becoming a man, which itself refers to the natural growth of the human physical body

D. Paul is taking a visible physical example and using it as an illustration

ii. Paul says when he reached maturity, he put away childish things

iii. the idea suggested here (by non-Charismatic Christians) is this: 

A. just as when Paul became a mature man he put away childish things, the gifts of prophecy, tongues, and knowledge would go way when the church likewise reached some sort of collective maturity 

B. this much is evident from the text

iv. the questions are 

A. "when would the church reach this collective maturity?" (the past or the future)

B. what are the marks of the Church's collective maturity?

v. Non-charismatic Christians often identify one of two things as the "marks" for when the Church historically reached this maturity

A. when the cannon of scripture was closed

B. when the last apostle died

vi. these are contrived suggestions

A. they are based upon presumptions that must be read into texts

B. the texts do not suggest these interpretations (as we will see)

C. there is no reference to either of these found in the Bible in any way 

e. What are the Biblical "marks" of maturity for the collective body of Christ?

i. Ephesians 4:13-14

A. "unto a perfect [5046]  man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ"

ii. Ephesians 4:13-14 provides the following 2 criterion for the Church reaching collective maturity 

A. (v. 13) when we are united in the "knowledge of the son of God"

B. (v. 14) thus no longer carried away by varying doctrines

iii. Conclusions:

A. a Church divided by varying contradictory doctrines is not united in the knowledge of Christ and is, therefore, not yet mature and thus, should still have the "childish things" (prophecy, tongues, and gifts of knowledge) 

B. *even if, Paul meant the gifts would pass once the Church became collectively mature, the gifts should not have passed yet since the Church has not reached maturity as described in Ephesians 4:13-14

C. "the death of the last apostle" or "the close of the canon of scripture" are both irrelevant suggestions for "marks of maturity" since Ephesians 4:13-14 clearly spells out the marks of maturity (while the New Testaments makes no reference to either of these two as marks of maturity or anything else for that matter whatsoever)

D. the "gifts of offices" in Ephesians 4 are universally accepted by the Church to exist to this day to equip and edify the saints until we reach "perfection" [5046] and the "full stature of Christ" at his return

E. if the Church has already reached maturity and perfection [5046], then we have no need of pastors or evangelists to "perfect" us anymore either

F. Notice: Ephesians 4:8-21, the equipping and edifying work of Church leadership to develop us to maturity requires them to work toward our unity in knowledge and no longer being carried off by false doctrine

f. When did the Apostles expect the Church would reach collective maturity in Christ Jesus?

i. in verse 8, Paul says prophecies, gifts of knowledge, and tongues will pass away

ii. in verse 9 Paul tells us WHY they will pass away "For we know in part, and we prophesy in part."

iii. *verse 12 is the key, "For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known."

A. once again in verse 12, Paul refers to "knowing in part" just as he did in verse 9, so we know he's talking about the same thing

B. Paul is clearly equating "the perfect" with when we see "face to face"

C. Paul is clearly equating "the perfect" with when we "know even as we are known"

D. did this already historically happen?

a. did the Church see someone or something face to face at the death of the last apostle?

b. did the Church see someone or something face to face at the close of the canon of scripture?

c. did the Church at some point in the past "reach collective maturity" and see someone or something face to face?

iv. Let's start and show consistence with the teachings of Christ

A. Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
a. Jesus taught that the pure in heart would "see God."

B. Revelation 20:3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.

a. In Revelation, John writes that after Christ returns, the saints will see God's (or Jesus') face

C. 1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
a. In his first epistle, John writes that believers who hope in the return of Jesus keep their hearts pure. 

b. Why? because they want to be made like him when they see him

c. if they are not pure they will not see him

d. if they do not see him, they will not be made like him

D. let's compare this to Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:

a. "12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known."

b. Paul asserts that when we see face to face, the things we don't know now will be made known to us 

c. John asserts that there is something we don't now know (what we will become) but when Christ returns this will be made known to us (for by seeing him as he is we will become like him) 

d. this is similar to seeing "face to face" instead of through a darkened glass

E. Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting [2677] of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying [3619] of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect [5046] man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ"
F. When will the Church reach "the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ"?

G. 1 John 3:2 when we see him, we will become like him

H. and when will we see him according to 1 John 3:2? "when he shall appear"
v. Conclusion: 

A. The Church will not reach the full stature of maturity in Christ until he appears and we see him face to face and so become as he is

B. this is consistent with Paul's words at the very start of 1 Corinthians where he wrote in chapter 1 "5 That in every thing ye are enriched [4148] by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; 6  Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed [950] in you: 7  So that ye come behind in no gift [5486]; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 8 Who shall also confirm [950] you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ."

C. ***the gifts were NOT supposed to pass away until the day of Christ's return when, seeing him face to face, we would become as he is, reaching the measure of the stature of his fulness

VI. Are there miracles going on in the Charismatic/Faith Movement Churches?

a. Connection of miracles and doctrine

i. Given the following facts:

1. “prophet” was the term generally used in the Old Testament for those who performed the miracles

2. 2 Peter 2:1 – “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”

3. 1 Timothy 3:1-10

a. “8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.”

4. 1 John 4:1-3

a. “1 try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”

b. “2 Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:”

c. “3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God”

d. this was a particular way of identifying Gnostics

e. but this would NOT be the ONLY test of spirits with regard to doctrine

i. what if a “spirit” acknowledged that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, but said Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene?

ii. what if a “spirit” acknowledged that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, but asserted that so was Buddha?

ii. Conclusions: 

1. because of the existence of lying signs and wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:9) and the existence of false prophets and teachers, we MUST validate “miracles” by examining the doctrine of those in question

b. Definition of "miracle" (the "miraculous")

i. The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language: Fourth Edition.  2000.
1. NOUN: An event that appears inexplicable by the laws of nature and so is held to be supernatural in origin or an act of God
ii. Remembering our Study of Signs and Sign-Giver

1. In both the Old and New Testament, the terms "sign," "wonder," and "miracle" are interchangeable on a definitional level

2. all signs, wonders, and miracles act as a confirmation or validation of a divine mandate

3. If other factors or persons beyond the sign-giver can produce the sign to the sign-seeker, the sign becomes powerless for validating the will of the sign-giver.

4. Thus, signs must be extraordinary. The more ordinary the sign, the easier it is to produce through other means beside the sign-giver and, therefore, the less useful it is for confirming the will of the sign-giver.

5. * Rule: Signs must be unique to the sign-giver.

6. the Bible speaks of LYING signs, wonders, and miracles – 

a. these miracles seem to come from God but don't

b. these miracles that seem to validate the mandate of God but don't

c. these will happen particularly in the latter days

d. (Exodus 7:8-13, Exodus 7:15-23, Exodus 8:5-7, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12, Revelation 13:13-14, 16:13-14, 19:20)

7. 2 Timothy 3:1-9

a. False teachers in the latter days

b. Compared to Jannes and Jambres, a reference to the two magicians of Pharaoh, the ones who produced signs to counterfeit the approval of God 

c. “8…as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth”
i. these men oppose the truth seemingly in the same manner that the Pharaoh’s magicians opposed Moses, a reference to the use of signs to counterfeit the approval of the sign-giver - God
c. The following types of activities are often reported as miraculous or supernatural activity at Charismatic and Faith Movement Churches

i. speaking in tongues

ii. miraculous healing

iii. prophecy, gifts of knowledge, or gifts of wisdom

iv. "financial miracles"

d. Tongues

i. Also known as “glossolalia”

1. This term is derived from two Greek words: 

a. glõssai, which means "tongues" or "languages," 

b. and lalien which means "to speak."

ii. 1 Corinthians 13:1 could be:

1. human languages 

2. angelic languages

iii. protocols

1. remember: we're studying how they were THEN, that doesn't mean modern practices line up or are authentic

2. 1 Corinthians 14:39 "do not forbid tongues"

a. there seem to have been from the beginning Christians who were uncomfortable with tongues and sought to prohibit its practice

3. I Corinthians 14:27-28

a. 2 or 3 "speakers in tongues" at the most per gathering

b. they had to go "in turn"

c. *there had to be an interpreter

d. *if no interpreter, the person was to "keep silence [4601] in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God." 

i. this means there were two different uses of tongues

A. one in the Church

B. and one to yourself and God, (just as Paul describes throughout chapter 14, esp. verses 18-19), which you would do when by yourself (not in the Church) 

a. the construction of this sentence could indicate that they were to speak "to themselves, under their breath, not outloud" i.e. not "in front of the Church" or "to the Church"
C. [4601] silence is the same word used in verse 30 regarding the prophets (indicating it may NOT just mean "under your breath, not outloud")
D. [4601] silence is the same word used in verse 34 with regard to women (indicating it may NOT just mean "under your breath, not outloud")
E. the implication (in combination with verse 23) is that they were NOT to all be speaking in tongues in the Church


F. NOTE: verse 22 indicates Paul may well have understood tongues (including Acts 2:3,4,11) to be a fulfillment of Isa 28:11-18
a. "11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people."
b. the prophecy appears to concern Jesus taking away the leadership from the Pharisees and giving it to the apostles
iv. authenticity of modern tongues

1. it is a question of origination 

a. Charismatic and Faith Movement Churches often "instruct" believers in "how" to speak in tongues (telling them to "just begin speaking syllables, not words, etc.")

b. Note: Acts 2:1-4, (Acts 8:14-19), Acts 10:45-46, Acts 19:1-7 – the initial utterance of tongues does not seem to be initiated by the person themselves, but by the Holy Spirit as the Holy Spirit comes on to them for the first time

c. In fact, careful review of these occasions indicates that whenever someone spoke in tongues for the first time, there was no one else doing it at the time which they could observe as they began to do it (which would further reinforce it as confirmation, as opposed to imitation or peer pressure)

d. 1 Corinthians 1:5-8 – "Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed [950] in you"

i. its not much of a confirmation if men initiate it the first time themselves

ii. Acts 8:14-19, if men were instructed "how" to talk in tongues and thus initiated it themselves by an act of their will the first time, why did they have to send for the apostles to lay on hands before the visible indicators of the Holy Spirit came to pass?

e. 1 Corinthians 14:13-15, 27-28, and 32 (by extension) – after the initial baptism in the Holy Spirit, tongues was under the control of the individual speaker to initiate or not

f. Conclusions:
i. the practice of "instructing" believers how to begin speaking in tongues has no precedent in the Bible

ii. in the Biblical records, the ability to speak in tongues seems to be initiated by God, not human choice, so as to "confirm" [950] God had accepted the individual in question (Mark 16:15-20, 1 Corinthians 1:5-8)

iii. Sign Sign-giver Rule: if a man could be instructed how to begin speaking in tongues of his own accord, it would confirm absolutely nothing about divine approval

2. it is also a question of testability

a. from Acts 2:3-4,11 the practice of tongues (while not exclusively - 1 Corinthians 13:1) included the languages of men, in this way speakers of those other languages could confirm that this was an actual message in another language and not just "drunk" or "crazy" men speaking non-sense

b. tongues today is typically assumed to be the languages of angels or a human language spoken by those not present, removing it from testability altogether  

c. thus, since it cannot be tested, it could simply be jargon or non-sense words, which in no way is unique to the Sign-giver (God) and could easily come from men

d. therefore, in the absence of testability, we must reject modern tongues practices UNTIL/UNLESS they can be tested and shown to be valid as occurred in Acts 2:3-4,11

e. otherwise, their occurrence can be explained more easily as the product of human instruction rather than the divine mandate and initiative of the Holy Spirit (human mumbling and not the gift of speaking in tongues)

e. prophecies

i. it must be unique to the Sign-giver

1. the Biblical prophetic ratio for accuracy is 100%

2. it must be specific, not vague

3. *it must be extraordinary, something not easily foreseeable or guessed or predicted using natural perception

4. it has to be in line with scripture (including both doctrine and known Bible prophecy)

5. ** words of knowledge and words of wisdom are subject to similar protocols

ii. this is a matter of personal experience

1. personally, I've never heard any modern prophets that were specific, 100% accurate all the time, and foretold things that could not be predicted through natural means 

f. healing miracles

i. it must be unique to the Sign-giver

1. when healings take place, there must be some* which are extraordinary, not accomplished through natural bodily healing processes or natural treatments/medical care

a. footnote: a back ache going away, for example, is not "sign-giver unique," but the re-growth of a limb would be

b. we would NOT say that God cannot heal back aches, but that if only back aches are being healed (or other things that can be naturally explained OR that cannot be NATURALLY verified) then such healings and healers do not qualify as being "sign-giver unique"

c. like tongues of men and tongues of angels, the presence of the "testable" kind of healings is necessary to validate the "un-testable" kind

d. the primary purpose of miracles (as signs) is to confirm the Gospel, so if healings are un-testable (medically unverifiable), then it has little power to confirm the Gospel

e. if only the "un-testable" kind is present, then the entire thing is NOT "sign-giver unique" and CANNOT be accepted

f. in the modern era, with all our medical knowledge and medical records, it should be easier than ever to confirm and validate healings

g. ** casting out demons and the discerning of spirits generally fall under the same protocols as healing

i. unless there is extraordinary behavior demonstrating that demons are involved we cannot and should not assume demons are involved or that someone is “possessed”

g. financial miracles/miraculous material provision

i. *Note: whether or not God intends Christians to be wealthy as a matter of general principle will be covered later on

ii. it must be unique to the Sign-giver

1. must be extraordinary, not accomplished through natural means

2. examples

a. Exodus 16:15 – Manna from the sky

b. Exodus 17:6, Numbers 20:8-10 water from a rock

c. Matthew 17:27 – prophecy and the coin from the fish’s mouth

d. Luke 5:1-9, John 21:1-14 – large catch of fish – they can't catch anything all day and then Jesus tells them simply to go to the other side of the boat and they almost break their nets they catch so much

e. Matthew 14, Matthew 15, Mark 6, Luke 9, John 6 - loaves and fishes multiplied in quantity

f. 1 Kings 17:6 – Elijah fed by Ravens

g. 1 Kings 17:8-16 – the olive oil that never ran out

h. 2 Kings 6:1-6 – floating axe head

3. humans giving money (or other material goods and services) to each other hardly qualifies because it can be explained through ordinary means and is NOT unique to the Sign-giver

4. getting wealthy even from extreme poverty is no miracle either, it happens to unbelievers

VII. What happened to the spiritual (supernatural) gifts (between then and now)?

a. Warnings in Scripture that this would happen

i. 1 Corinthians 11:28-32

1. verse 30 "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep."

a. Notice the expectation: Christians were not supposed to be getting weak or sick or dying (James 5:14-15 – "the prayer of faith shall save the sick")

b. Paul warns that certain activities could inhibit the gift of healing (and so presumably other gifts as well)

2. verse 31 "For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged."

a. we could avoid the loss of these supernatural gifts

b. the loss of these things was a form of judgment against the behavior of the Church

c. if we judged ourselves and corrected the problem, we could reverse the trend of loss and avoid the judgment of God which took those things away from us

3. verse 32 "But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

a. even this judgment of God was meant to correct the Church so that we would separate from the world and avoid the condemnation that is coming on the world

b. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18

i. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.

ii. speculation: the more the Church began to be influenced by/adopt/adapt gnostic doctrines and practices, the more these supernatural gifts were lost to us

ii. The Last Trumpet (website), article: "What Happened to Pentecost?" by Tim Warner

1. http://www.geocities.com/lasttrumpet_2000/power.html
2. further explores New Testament clues for why the spiritual gifts departed, including Church compromise with the world (vs. persecution) 

3. compares using specific incidents and Biblical decrees from the history of Israel and defeating their enemies in the Promised Land with the New Testament and the spiritual gifts

4. brief speculative discussion of the return of spiritual gifts in the last days before the Return of Christ as the Church is persecuted and separated from the world during the Tribulation

5. Revelation 2:4-5 

a. verse 5, "repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of HIS place"

i. the personal pronoun "his" in reference to the lampstand IS in the Greek text

ii. speculation: this refers to the potential removal of the power of the Holy Spirit from the Church AS A BODY in the same way that power of God departed from Israel AS A NATION, IF we left our first love

iii. Notice: the reference to "the first works,"
A. indicates problems can be caused by something so subtle and simple as when the Church puts secondary things as a priority over (and neglects) the more important things

a. this could also refer to the Church losing sight of the early teachings and doctrines of the first century

B. the question is, "what are the first works?" what are the most important things that we must do as believers?

C. comparison: Luke 10:38-42

a. (verse 39) "Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word"

b. (verse 40) "But Martha was cumbered about much serving"

c. (verse 40) "Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me."

d. (verse 41-42) "41 …Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 42 But one thing is needful [5532]: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her."
e. 5532 chreia {khri'-ah}  

from the base of 5530 

or 5534;; n f

AV - need 25, need + 2192 14, necessity 3, use 2, needful 1, necessary 1, business 1, lack 1, wants 1; 49

E. 1) necessity, need

F. 2) duty, business
VIII. History

a. History of Tongues and the Gifts

i. In use by orthodox Christians through the second century

1. Didache (circa 70 A.D.) says, "For the Father desireth that the gifts be given to all" and also describes prophets who speak "in the Spirit."

2. Clement of Rome (died circa 100 A.D.) reminded the Corinthians that "a full outpouring of the Holy Spirit was upon you all." (Clement of Rome, First Epistle to the Corinthians)

3. Ignatius (30-107 A.D.) admonished Polycarp to pray so that he might "be wanting in nothing, and… abound in every gift." (Ignatius, Epistle to Polycarp)

4. Justin Martyr (110-165 A.D) CHAP. LXXXII.--THE PROPHETICAL GIFTS OF THE JEWS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE CHRISTIANS. "For the prophetical gifts remain with us, even to the present time. And hence you ought to understand that [the gifts] formerly among your nation have been transferred to us. And just as there were false prophets contemporaneous with your holy prophets, so are there now many false teachers amongst us, of whom our Lord forewarned us to beware; so that in no respect are we deficient, since we know that He foreknew all that would happen to us after His resurrection from the dead and ascension to heaven. (Justin, Dialogue with Trypho)

5. Irenaeus (A.D. 115 to 202) a pupil of Polycarp (A.D. 70-155), who was himself a disciple of the Apostle John, 

a. "in like manner do we also hear many brethren in the Church who possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men and declare the mysteries of God, whom also the apostle terms 'spiritual', they being spiritual because they partake of the Spirit".

6. NOTE: no mention in any of these orthodox writers of an expectation these gifts would pass away soon because of the death of apostles or the close of scripture or that they would pass away at all

ii. Counterfeit forms by the end of the second century

1. By the time of Irenaeus (A.D. 115 to 202), Gnostics had begun to practice counterfeit versions of the gifts  

a. CHAP. XIII.--THE DECEITFUL ARTS AND NEFARIOUS PRACTICES OF MARCUS. 

But(2) there is another among these heretics, Marcus by name, who boasts himself as having improved upon his master. He is a perfect adept in magical impostures, and by this means drawing away a great number of men, and not a few women, he has induced them to join themselves to him, as to one who is possessed of the greatest knowledge and perfection, and who has received the highest power from the invisible and ineffable regions above. Thus it appears as if he really were the precursor of Antichrist.
b. It appears probable enough that this man possesses a demon as his familiar spirit, by means of whom he seems able to prophesy,(6) and also enables as many as he counts worthy to be partakers of his Charis themselves to prophesy. He devotes himself especially to women, and those such as are well-bred, and elegantly attired, and of great wealth, whom he frequently seeks to draw after him, by addressing them in such seductive words as these: "I am eager to make thee a partaker of my Charis"
c. Gnostics (including: Marcus)

i. Some of the Gnostic books and writings also included glossololia (or nomina barbara) in the texts themselves (including the followers of Marcus)

A. The Gospel of the Egyptians

iii. From this point forward the Church itself becomes more and more unorthodox, adapting more heretical and Gnostic doctrine and the records we have of continuing gifts are among those in known heretical groups

1. Montanists (including: Montanus, Tertullian)

a. http://www.bible.ca/tongues-history.htm
b. they encouraged ecstatic prophesying 

c. 2d cent, Phrygia (c.172) under the leadership of a certain Montanus and two female prophets, Prisca and Maximillia

d. Montanus and his followers claimed to receive revelation from God that supplemented the Word communicated by Christ and the apostles.

e. Montanus taught that God's kingdom would be set up in his own village of Pepuza in his lifetime, and that he would have a prominent role in it.

f. Montanus opposed formalism in the church and boldly intimidated Christians by claiming his followers were more spiritual than those who had only the "dead letter" of the Scriptures.

g. Asterius Urbanus (232)

i. Wrote against the later Montanists, asking why they no longer had prophets after their prophet Montanus and his co-workers died.

ii. Wesley regarded Montanists as "real, scriptural Christians" and Montanus himself as "one of the best men then upon the earth." The reason for the early withdrawal of the charismatic gifts was that "dry, formal, orthodox men" had begun to "ridicule" those gifts they did not themselves possess and to "decry them all as either madness or imposture." (Wesley, Journal, III, 496; Wesley, Works, ed. John Emory (New York, 1856)

2. Eusebius opposes Montanus

a. encyclopedia.com
b. Eusebius of Caesarea, or Eusebius Pamphili c.263-339?, Greek apologist and church historian

i. In the controversy over Arianism, Eusebius favored the semi-Arian views of Eusebius of Nicomedia, and he once gave refuge to Arius.

A. Eusebius of Nicomedia – 

a. patriarch of Constantinople (339-42)

b. Eusebius was powerful because of his influence with Roman Emperor Constantine I and particularly with the emperor's son, Constantius II. 

c. He sheltered Arius in 321 and fought his condemnation at Nicaea

ii. Arianism - As a priest in Alexandria, Arius taught:

A. that God created, before all things, a Son who was the first creature, but who was neither equal to nor coeternal with the Father 

B. According to Arius, Jesus was a supernatural creature not quite human and not quite divine.

c. Eusebius says of Montanus "According to the description of Apollinaris, Bishop of Hierapolis ... Montanus 'became beside himself, and being suddenly in a sort of frenzy and ecstasy, he raved, and began to babble and utter strange things, prophesying in a manner contrary to the constant custom of the Church'." (Eusebius, Church History, Volume 16, second series, I, page 231).

3. Conclusion: by the beginning of the fourth century we have three groups

a. Montanus and his 2 prophetesses (and Tertullian) 

i. who prophesied the Lord would return in their lifetimes and set up a God's kingdom in his own village of Pepuza

ii. the prophetic gifts died out of this group after the death of Montanus and the 2 prophetesses

b. Arian and semi-Arian heretics such as Eusebius of Caesarea and Eusebius of Nicomedia who defended and sheltered Arius

i. Eusebius of Nicomedia was the patriarch of Constantinople (the capital of Rome under Constantine) and very influential with both Constantine and his son Constantine II (i.e. even after the Council of Nicaea, which condemned Arius and Arianism)

ii. Arianism taught that Jesus was created, not eternal and not equal with God the father but a creature somewhere between human and divine

c. the rest of the Church under Constantine which had now become Romanized adopting and adapting pagan (and Gnostic) practices 

i. it was under the control of the newly converted Pagan Emperor of Rome, Constantine

ii. the religion of the Roman Emperors and their surrounding hierarchy was inherently Gnostic Mystery Religion

iii. Constantine's vision "In this sign you will conquer" was not a Christianized message at all and could not have come from God

iv. *** From Augustine to Aquinas, the Roman Church leadership consistently expressed doctrine that the gifts had passed away - SEE BELOW: Augustine (354-430), John Chrysostom (A.D. 347-407), Gregory the Great (600 AD), The Venerable Bede (d. 735), Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

d. Summary: by the fourth century, the only groups practicing the gifts were heretical groups (and they were opposed by other heretical groups including the Roman Church and the Arians)

i. all occurrences of gifts hereafter would have to be considered "revivals," since there is NOT an unbroken line of orthodox Christians practicing the gifts

ii. subsequent revivals would each have to be substantiated on its own in the same way that the New Testament occurrences were substantiated from the onset of the gifts in Acts 2:3,4,11

iii. any "revival" of the gifts that relies on "un-testable" forms of the gifts and, therefore, is not substantiated in the same way the gifts were in the first few centuries A.D. and should NOT be accepted as authentic (especially when there are false prophecies or false doctrines involved)

iv. From Nicaea to the Renaissance 

1. http://www.bible.ca/tongues-history.htm
2. ** NOTE: from this point forward after Nicaea at least until the time of the Renaissance:

a. the official church position as articulated by Church leaders refer to tongues and other gifts as no longer being in practice

b. doctrine begins to develop to explain WHY the gifts are no longer presently in use

i. that the gifts were only necessary to confirm the Church at the beginning and to grow it during its infancy (see Gregory the Great BELOW)

3. Augustine (354-430)

a. held the unusual view that tongues continued, not in the supernatural, but the natural in that the different local churches all had a variety of members who spoke many languages by birth.

b. "How then, brethren, because he that is baptized in Christ, and believes on Him, does not now speak in the tongues of all nations, are we not to believe that he has received the Holy Ghost? God forbid that our heart should be tempted by this faithlessness....Why is it that no man speaks in the tongues of all nations? Because the Church itself now speaks in the tongues of all nations. Before, the Church was in one nation, where it spoke in the tongues of all. By speaking then in the tongues of all, it signified what was to come to pass; that by growing among the nations, it would speak in the tongues of all." (Augustine, "Ten Homilies on the First Epistle of John)

4. John Chrysostom (A.D. 347-407)

a. bishop of Constantinople

b. taught that the gifts had ceased

c. I Corinthians 12 "This whole place is very obscure: but the obscurity is produced by our ignorance of the facts referred to and by their cessation, being such as then used to occur hut now no longer take place…"

5. Gregory the Great, 600 AD

a. commented on Mark 16:17; "Is it so, my brethren, that because ye do not these signs, ye do not believe? On the contrary, they were necessary , in the beginning of the church; for, that faith might grow, it required miracles to cherish it withal; just as when we plant shrubs, we water them until we ace them thrive in the ground, and as aeon as they are well rooted we cease our irrigation.''

6. The Venerable Bede (d. 735)

a. considered the event of Acts 2 as preeminently the phenomenon of heteroglossolalia, the miraculous understanding of a foreign tongue.

b. He associated the gift of tongues with the facilitation of Christian missionary expansion.

7. Sporadic and obscure records of (Catholic) persons receiving tongues between Gregory the Great and Aquinas

a. The records are difficult to find, inconclusive, incomplete, and conflicting, the dates of the sometimes are often unknown

i. St. Stephen (975-1038)

ii. St. Dominic (d. 1221) – spoke German

iii. Jean of the Cross

iv. Jean of St. Francis

v. Martin Valentine 

vi. Angelus Clarenus (d. 1337) – spoke Greek

vii. Antony of Padua – a Franciscan monk

b. Conclusion: these less than a dozen occurrences with poor records over a thousand years provide little evidence on which to base a belief that authentic tongues continued uninterrupted through history

8. Thomas Aquinas 1225-1274

a. Thomas takes the same view as Augustine who took the unusual view that tongues continued, not in the supernatural, but the natural in that the different local churches all had a variety of members who spoke many languages by birth.

b. Thomas Aquinas expressed his thoughts on the gift of tongues in his Summa Theological - According to him the original purpose of this gift had been to enable the apostles "to teach all nations."

v. Summary Conclusion:

1. 2 forms of gifts were existing side by side in the second century 

a. the genuine gifts continued among orthadox Christians as recorded by orthodox second generation writers of that time

i. Didache (circa 70 A.D.)

ii. Clement of Rome (died circa 100 A.D.)

iii. Ignatius (30-107 A.D.)

iv. Justin Martyr (110-165 A.D)

v. Irenaeus (A.D. 115 to 202)

b. counterfeit, illegitimate forms of gifts had arisen among heretical groups such as the Gnostics

i. Irenaeus (A.D. 115 to 202) CHAP. XIII.--THE DECEITFUL ARTS AND NEFARIOUS PRACTICES OF MARCUS.

2. the Church in the third and fourth centuries became more and more heretical, adopting even Gnostic teachings and under the influence of semi-Arians such as Eusebius of Caesarea Eusebius of Nicomedia

3. the question arises, which of these two forms of the gifts was it that continued after the second century, the legitimate gifts present among orthodox communities in the second century or counterfeit gifts present among the heretics of those days?

a. the most obvious answer is that it was the counterfeit gifts of the heretics that continued as the church became more and more heretical

b. speculation: it was precisely the heretical changes in the church combined with its acceptance from and compromise with the pagan (Gnostic) Roman civilization that led to the disappearance of legitimate gifts

c. see What Happened to Pentecost, by Tim Warner, http://www.geocities.com/lasttrumpet_2000/power.html
vi. From the Renaissance to Modern Times (groups practicing tongues and other gifts)

1. 1521 Anabaptists (1500’s Anabaptists, Europe.)

a. the power to overcome sin after conversion, and the need to live a holy life

2. Mennonites

a. Menno Simons – a prominent Anabaptist leader named

b. wrote about speaking in tongues as if it were expected evidence of receiving the Holy Ghost

3. Ranters 1649-1654

a. appealed to an inward Christ 

b. deny the external authority of creeds and clerics in much the same way as did the Quakers

c. Both Ranter and early Quaker worship contained an emotional element, as both consciously endeavored to follow the promptings of the Spirit as he directed from within

d. Early accounts of meetings of both groups contain many references to "the Power of the Lord" which "uttered through them" or "wrought mightily" upon them, compelling them to weep, sing, or speak

4. Quakers 1650

a. A group that emphasized spiritual experience and waited on the moving of the Spirit in their services

b. The early Quakers received their name because they literally "quaked" under the power of the Spirit. 

c. Quakers do not believe in having a fixed Creed or Dogma, but rather in seeking for the leadings of God within ourselves.

d. Primacy of "feelings" over scripture as source of testing doctrine.

e. Great manifestations including trembling and shaking.

5. French Calvinists, called Huguenots.

a. in southern France during the attempted extermination of Protestants by the Roman Catholic church. Many of the victims who exhibited the gift were French Calvinists, called Huguenots.

b. http://www.religioustolerance.org/tongues1.htm
6. Moravian Brethren (1722)

a. http://www.bible.ca/tongues-history.htm
b. Reorganized in 1722 at Herrnhut under the leadership of Count Nicholas von Zinzendorf (1700-60)

c. Their emotionally expressive worship, particularly after the remarkable revival of 1727, (John Greenfield, When the Spirit Came (Minneapolis, 1967).) was marked by fervent prayer and much singing, and their religious zeal was channeled into ambitious missionary enterprises.

d. ** Although speaking in tongues was not endorsed by the Moravian leadership, it occurred sporadically in their gatherings. 

e. **Zinzendorf, like many others, believed that the gift of tongues had originally been given in order to facilitate missionary expansion.

7. Shakers (1774)

a. Another group that practiced a form of tongues was the Shakers, an American sect with Quaker roots that flourished in the mid-1700s

b. known originally as the Shaking Quakers.

c. Mother Ann Lee, founder of the sect, regarded herself as the female equivalent of Jesus Christ - Ann Lee Stanley (d. 1784).

d. She claimed to be able to speak in seventy-two languages

e. The Shakers believed sexual intercourse was sinful, even within marriage

f. Shakers manifested these Charismatic signs

i. Holy Laughter 

ii. Being Drunk in the spirit 

iii. Being Slain in the spirit 

iv. New revelations 

v. Prophetic utterances 

vi. Physical immortality 

vii. A type of present day truth not revealed in the first century

viii. Jerking, spasms, hopping, rolling on the ground 

ix. Dancing in the spirit 

x. Getting songs while in trances 

g. doctrines

i. Shakers denied the true humanity & deity of Christ.  

ii. Shakers deny eternal damnation of the lost  

iii. Shakers believe in universal salvation  

iv. Shakers deny the atonement of Christ on the cross 

v. Shakes deny the Trinity of God and believe God is dual - father and mother  

8. Edward Irving and the Irvingites

a. Edward Irving had been a pastor of a London congregation, received reports of tongues taking place in Glasgow and in London, immediately began special prayer meetings with the sole object of receiving the gifts, especially the gift of tongues.

i. By July, 1831, tongues and interpretations had begun to occur. 

ii. ***At first, Irving restrained them, but the illogical position of admitting that they were utterances inspired by the Holy Spirit and yet trying to restrain them became increasingly untenable.

b. Invented Pre-trib doctrine with young women receiving prophesies and visions of a secret rapture for spiritual Christians such as themselves

i. http://www.geocities.com/lasttrumpet_2000/davemac1.html
ii. "in 1839 Darby's only pretrib basis was Rev. 12's "man child" symbol (which symbol had been Edward Irving's pretrib basis since 1831!)"
c. Irvingite prophets often contradicted each other, their prophecies failed to come to pass, and their meetings were characterized by wild excesses. 

d. The movement was further discredited when some of their prophets admitted to falsifying prophesies and others even attributed their "giftedness" to evil spirits. 

9. John Wesley (1703-1791) 
a. an Anglican priest ordained in 1728 
i. http://biblefacts.org/history/denom/holiness.html
b. The transformation of Wesley's religious experience which resulted from his contact with the Moravians is common knowledge.

c. Wesley regarded Montanists as "real, scriptural Christians" and Montanus himself as "one of the best men then upon the earth." The reason for the early withdrawal of the charismatic gifts was that "dry, formal, orthodox men" had begun to "ridicule" those gifts they did not themselves possess and to "decry them all as either madness or imposture." (Wesley, Journal, III, 496; Wesley, Works, ed. John Emory (New York, 1856)

d. **Wesley himself believed that the gifts of the Spirit had practically disappeared but that a fully restored church would have them again. (Howard Snyder, The Radical Wesley (Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1980), p. 96) 

e. **"Holiness" teaching (and denominations) originated in the teachings of J. Wesley, founder of Methodism, who issued a call for Christian "perfection" (the transformation of a sinner into a saint through God's intercession). 
f. Wesley was convinced the true holiness is an attitude, a love for God, not how much sin you do or righteousness you do. Clement called this a heart holiness. 
i. After studying the writings of the early church father Clement of Alexandria (177AD), and the Moravians.

ii. http://biblefacts.org/history/denom/holiness.html
iii. Wesleyan Holiness denominations (Wesleyan Church founded 1843)
10. Charles Grandison Finney 1792-1875

a. In the United States, this pre-Civil War revival was largely a lay movement.

b. Wesley's teaching on the availability of a "second" definite work of grace (see I Thess. 5:5-23; Heb. 3:19; 4:1) was modified and popularized through the itinerant ministry and the publications of Walter and Phoebe Palmer.

c. The quest for holiness was not confined to Arminian Methodist ranks.

d. From his position at Oberlin College, Charles Grandison Finney (1792-1875), Presbyterian- turned- Congregationalist, with his colleague Asa Mahan, expounded a related version of perfectionist doctrine.

11. Holiness Movement

a. http://www.bible.ca/tongues-history.htm
b. *** the so-called "Holiness" movement that began in Methodism. Between 1880 and 1900 the Methodist Church split into holiness and anti-holiness groups. Basically the issue over which they split was the error of their founder, John Wesley. 

c. Wesley taught error relative to sanctification and from his folly grew the notion that those who receive the Holy Spirit directly and abstractly receive "entire sanctification." Others rejected this and thus they divided.  

d. http://education.yahoo.com/search/be?lb=t&p=url%3Ah/holiness_movement
e. characterized by the doctrine of sanctification, according to which believers were enabled to live a perfect life after a conversion experience. 
12. Mormons

a. Mormons officially are charismatic and several of their founding leaders claimed to speak in tongues. 

b. The Book of Mormon, reads, "And again I speak unto you who deny the revelations of God, and say that they are done away, that there are no revelations, no prophecies, nor gifts, nor healing, nor speaking with tongues, and the interpretation of tongues; Behold I say unto you, he that denieth these things knoweth not the gospel of Christ; yea, he has not read the scriptures; if so, he does not understand them" (Mormon 9:7-8)  

c. Brigham Young Talks To Indians With Gift Of Tongues - "I saw Elder Brigham Young standing in a strange land, in the far south and west, in a desert place, upon a rock in the midst of about a dozen men of color, who appeared hostile. He was preaching to them in their own tongue, and the angel of God standing above his head, with a drawn sword in his hand, protecting him, but he did not see it." (DHC 2:381.)

13. Pentecostalism

a. encyclopedia.com

b. Modern Pentecostal Movement - First Wave
i. What is sometimes called classical Pentecostalism grew out of the late 19th-century Holiness Movement in the United States.  

c. Azusa Street - First Wave
i. Charles Fox Parham 

A. The Holiness preacher Charles Fox Parham began preaching (1901) to his Topeka congregation that speaking in tongues was objective evidence of baptism in the Spirit. 

a. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/58h/58h010.html
b. *Parham believed that sanctification was a second work of grace

B. **Parham left the Methodist church, calling it predictable and staid.
C. http://www.bible.ca/tongues-history.htm
The modern Pentecostal movement began on January 1, 1901, in Bethel Bible College in Topeka, Kansas, operated by Charles Parham, a minister with a background in the Holiness movement.

a. The students began to seek the baptism of the Spirit with tongues, 

b. Agnes Ozman was the first student to experience speaking in tongues. She claimed she spoke in several languages immediately. 

c. This spawned numerous copy-cat Holy Spirit baptisms among her fellow students and all of them were accompanied with this alleged ability to speak several foreign languages instantly.

D. **** A. G. Garr, the first white man to speak in tongues at Azusa, went to India expecting the Spirit to enable him to speak Hindi. When this did not happen, Garr and his wife went to Hong Kong and studied Chinese.

E. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/58h/58h010.html
From Kansas in 1905, Parham took a band of his protégés into Texas. There he preached, distributed his The Apostolic Faith newspaper, won converts, and set up a non-credit Bible school.

F. After Parham's Los Angeles-based Apostolic Faith mission became the center of a great revival (1906), the movement quickly spread around the world.

G. http://www.bible.ca/tongues-neo-montanism.htm
In 1907, Parham was arrested and charged with sodomy in Texas and lost all credibility with the neo-Pentecostal movement he started!

ii. William Seymour - http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/2000/001/3.17.html
A. William Seymour, the unsung pastor of the Azusa Street Mission (312 Azusa Street) in Los Angeles and catalyst of the worldwide Pentecostal movement
B. he had contracted smallpox and went blind in his left eye.
C. In 1903 Seymour moved to Houston, Texas, in search of his family.
D. * he had never spoken in tongues even though he preached that such a sign should be a part of every believer's experience
E. In 1903 Seymour moved to Houston, Texas, in search of his family. There he joined a small Holiness church pastored by a black woman, Lucy Farrow, who soon put him touch with Charles Fox Parham. 
F. Parham was a Holiness teacher under whose ministry a student had spoken in tongues (glossolalia) two years earlier.
G. taught second blessing entire sanctification (i.e., sanctification is a post-conversion experience that results in complete holiness), divine healing, pre-millennialism, and the promise of a worldwide Holy Spirit revival before the rapture. 
H. Believed in a “shortness of time before the rapture of the church."

a. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/2000/001/3.17.html
I. In early 1906, Seymour was invited to help Julia Hutchins pastor a Holiness church in Los Angeles.
J. With Parham's support, Seymour journeyed to California, where he preached the new Pentecostal doctrine using Acts 2:4 as his text. 

K. Hutchins, however, rejected Seymour's teaching on tongues and padlocked the door to him and his message. 

L. Seymour was then invited to stay in the home of Richard Asberry at 214 Bonnie Brae Street, where on April 9, after a month of intense prayer and fasting, Seymour and several others spoke in tongues.
M. Seymour searched Los Angeles for a suitable building. What he found was an old abandoned African Methodist Episcopal church on Azusa Street that had recently been used as a warehouse and stable.
N. Services began in mid-April in the church, which was named the "Apostolic Faith Mission."
O. worship styles that included shouting, trances, and the holy dance.

P. There was no order of service, since "the Holy Ghost was in control."

Q. Altar workers enthusiastically prayed seekers through to the coveted tongues experience. It was a noisy place, and services lasted into the night.
R. reports spread a contagious fever of curiosity about the Azusa Street meetings all across the country. 

S. ***Seymour's mentor Charles Parham visited Azusa Street in October of 1906, Parham was appalled at what he called "darky camp meeting stunts" and "fits and spasms of spiritualists" who invaded the meetings.
T. Although Seymour recognized him the "projector" of the movement, the Azusa Street elders rejected Parham.
U. *** For the rest of his life, Parham denounced the Azusa Street meetings as "spiritual power prostituted.”

iii. Of the many Pentecostalist denominations in the United States today, the largest are

A. the Church of God in Christ, with about 5.5 million members (1991)

B. the Assemblies of God, with about 2.5 million members (1997)

C. the United Pentecostal Church, with about 500,000 members (1991) 

D. the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel, with about 232,000 members (1997)

d. Modern Pentecostal Movement - Second Wave
i. encyclopedia.com

ii. A second form of Pentecostalism arose in the 1960s after many non-Pentecostals became aware of Pentecostalism through an earlier Pentecostal revival organized by faith-healing evangelists (notably Oral Roberts).

iii. The formal origin of the new Pentecostalism or charismatic movement, as it is often called, is traced to Dennis Bennett, an Episcopal minister who declared to his congregation in Van Nuys, California (1961) that he was speaking in tongues.

iv. Following Bennett's confession the charismatic movement appeared in nearly all the Protestant denominations

v. ***With the support of the Full Gospel Men's Fellowship International, founded (1951) to provide lay support for faith-healers, the charismatic movement spread throughout the world. 
vii. Summary Conclusions Part 2
1. The problem: 

a. after the second century there are NO identifiable orthodox Christians to appeal to at all, let alone those who practiced  the gifts 

b. (that's not to say that orthodox believers didn't exist after this point, just that their existence and practices are not the subject of historic records)

2. so, if I am a charismatic today, who do I appeal to?

a. if I pick any post-second-century group, then I have to do 2 things:

i. no matter where I turn I'm forced to pick some group with questionable behavior or doctrine 

ii. AND then I have to distinguish between what "I'm doing now" and the practice of the OTHER questionable groups

b. if I pick the original first and second century orthodox Christians, then I have to do 2 things:

i. i.e. - I must demonstrate similarity with the orthodox Christian gifts of the first few centuries while at the same time demonstrating recognizable divergence with the Gnostic and heretical counterfeits of that time

ii. I have to trace my use of the gifts WHILE AVOIDING any origin from questionable recent movement of tongues and gifts (including modern Pentecostalism)
c. both options are impossible to do (apart from testability and objective verification, such as occurred in Acts 2:3,4,11)
i. in fact, "un-testability" seems to be one of the consistent traits of the questionable (heretical) groups and their counterfeit gifts
ii. one might argue this was the key difference between authentic gifts and counterfeit gifts
IX. Faith Movement Leaders

a. E.W. Kenyon (page 331)

i. Began ministry in Methodist church in early 1900’s

ii. Established Bethel Bible Institute

iii. Radio program “Kenyon’s Church of the Air” 1931

iv. Originated many popular Faith Movement phrases

1. “what I confess, I possess”

v. attended Emerson College of Oratory – hotbed of new thought metaphysics (page 331)

vi. influenced Kenneth Hagin, T.L Osborn, visited the meetings of Aimee Semple McPherson (founder of Foursquare Gospel Churches)

vii. ***originated the idea that if Jesus’ physical death was sufficient to pay for sin, then every Christian should be able to pay the penalty for their own sin with their own deaths 

viii. ***specifically stated that the physical death of Jesus did not sin issue at all

ix. stated that every man who has been born again is an Incarnation…as much was Jesus of Nazareth 

1. that statement was quoted by Kenneth Hagin

x. ***claimed that God the Father laid our sinful nature on Christ when he hung on the cross, that Jesus became sin, that Jesus partook of spiritual death and the nature of the adversary (Satan) and that Satan became Jesus’ master…Jesus became united with adversary (Satan)

b. Oral Roberts

i. Affiliations

1. Oral Roberts University

ii. Claims, Beliefs, Teachings

1. claimed that Jesus told him that God had chosen him to find an effective cure for cancer (page 31, Christianity in Crisis)

2. wrote a book titled How I learned Jesus Was Not Poor (page 187)
3. “Have a need, plant a seed.” seed-faith doctrine – must sow a financial seed to have your needs met
iii. Events and Activities

1. January 4, 1987 – told followers if he did not raise a total of 8 million dollars by March, God was going to take his life (page 196)

2. point of contact – take a “prayer clothe” for example and send it in as a point of contact along with a financial seed (just as handkerchiefs touched by the Apostle Paul conveyed supernatural power – Acts 19:11-12) (page 201-204)

3. sent out photos of him and his son, instructing that the photos were to be held so that its shadow fell over a sheet of paper (on which recipients were to write their dreams) (page 204)

4. hours after being “healed” of chest pains by Paul Crouch on TBN (October 6, 1992) Oral Roberts suffered a heart attack (page 238)

c. Kenneth Hagin (page 332)

i. Popularizes and proliferates Kenyon’s publications

ii. Claims to have had a vision where Jesus claims he could not cast out a demon “monkey,” that Hagin had to do it

iii. Admits that he was excommunicated by the Southern Baptists in 1937

iv. Responsible for influencing

1. Kenneth Copeland

2. Charles Capps

3. Frederick K.C. Price

4. Jerry Savelle

5. Benny Hinn

v. set up Rhema Bible training center in Tulsa, OK

vi. Word of Faith Magazine is his publication

vii. Recounts (claims) numerous out of body experiences

viii. Claims to have been transported back in time

ix. Claims a special anointing to minister to the sick (if he placed his hands on each side of the body and felt fire jump from hand to hand, an evil spirit was present causing the affliction, the fire would go out of him and into the body to heal them)

1. in the vision where he claims to receive that power to heal, he describes Jesus as having scars in the “palms” not the wrists

x. claimed that some ministers who wouldn’t accept his pronouncements will fall dead at the pulpit and claimed this had happened to some people

xi. during one of his meetings a woman levitated from the altar and started dancing in mid-air

xii. other occurrences at his meetings

1. slain in the spirit

2. being as if glued to the floor

xiii. “Every man who has been born again is an incarnation and Christianity is a miracle. The believer is as much an incarnation as was Jesus of Nazareth.” – (page 383)

d. Kenneth Copeland (page 337)

i. Got his start in the ministry as a direct result of memorizing Hagin’s messages

ii. Once worked as a pilot for Oral Roberts ministry

iii. Published a newsletter called “Believers Voice of Victory” beginning in 1973

iv. Statements

1. *** “Satan conquered Jesus on the cross”

2. ***describes Jesus in hell as “an emaciated, poured out, wormy little spirit” and as “his twisted, death-racked spirit”

a. ***claims that Jesus was born again in hell

3. claims that Adam was an exact duplicate of God and “not even subordinate” to God

4. perpetuates that earth is an exact replica of the mother planet on which God lives

5. thinks God is 6’2” or 6’3” and weighs around 200 lbs

6. “Adam was made in the image of God. He was as much female as he was male. He was exactly like God. Then God separated him and removed the female part.”

7. “God is the biggest failure of the Bible.”

a. He “lost” the earth, all of mankind, a third of the angels, etc.

8. Copeland claims Jesus said the following through him: “They crucified me for claiming that I was God, but I didn’t claim I was God. I just claimed I walked with him and that He was in me.”

v. any image you get on the inside of you and you speak it, it will come to pass (if you believe)

e. Benny Hinn (page 339)

i. Has miracle crusades

ii. Provided CRI with 3 healing testimonies that have doctors records and documentation (claiming that these were 3 out of many hundreds)

1. Colon Cancer

a. Examination of partial medical records supplied by Hinn indicates the malignant tumor had been surgically removed rather than miraculously healed

2. Lupus and related disorders

a. Lupus is well-known to go into remission spontaneously for years at a time

b. However, the effects of Lupus, in this case damage to the sacroiliac joint were not healed

3. Spinal Tumor and various Cancers

a. The tapes of the CAT scan of the spine were erased before the bones could be evaluated

b. Records reveal that the spinal tumor began shrinking 3 months prior to Hinn’s miracle invasion rally

c. The tumor was still present at months after the alleged healing, it was not healed

iii. * “He [the Holy Spirit] say, ‘God’s original plan is that the woman was to bring forth children out of her side.’…Adam gave birth to his wife out of his side. It was sin that turned the thing around…And it was sin that transformed her flesh and her body. When God took the woman out of man, he closed up his rib. But she was created identically as him. In other words, she was created with an opening in her side, and children were supposed to be born. And I get that from the very fact that you’ll never see birth spiritually, except from the side.”

iv. Hinn attributes to the Holy Spirit that man is a little god

v. Claims to frequently visit the burial sites of Kathryn Kuhlman and Aimie Semple McPherson to get the anointing from their bones

vi. In one case Hinn was so “intoxicated” that he could not even remember the prophecy he had just uttered – he had to ask the audience what he said while he was under the anointing

vii. Who is Benny Hinn?

1. major pastor of Orlando Christian Center, Florida

2. attendance 7,000

3. author of Good Morning Holy Spirit and The Anointing

4. * he was ordained by Hagin and Copeland’s International Convention of Faith Churches and Ministries

viii. when he was young, after having one of his regular chats with the Holy Spirit, he stepped out into the hall and the presence of God that was emanating from him was so strong it threw his mother back against the wall

ix. December 7, 1974, the first time Hinn was ever at the pulpit, after the sermon, Hinn lifted his hands and summoned the Holy Spirit, instantly the power of God began to cause people to cry and fall to the floor, upon trying to turn the service over to the man who was leading the meeting, Hinn pointed to the man and the man fell backwards several feet 

1. each time a leader would struggle to get near him, he would be hurled against the wall

x. * “The anointing is mandatory if you are called to serve the Lord. Without it there will be no growth, no blessing, no victory in your ministry.” – from Hinn’s book, the Anointing
xi. * Hinn claims he has reached that state of perfection whereby he has not lost some but all worldly desires

xii. in an interview with Christianity Today (magazine) in 1991, Hinn admitted that the revelation from the Holy Spirit that there were “9 of them” in the Trinity (each Person with their own spirit, soul, and body) was a “very dumb statement”

1. after this recantation, he later went on to continue to preach that again, one weak later

2. claims that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit each have their own spirit body

xiii. once said he wished he had a “Holy Ghost machine gun” so he could blow the heads off of his critics

xiv. once he claimed he no longer believed the “faith message,” that he no longer believed it added up

xv. once said that if his critics didn’t stop attacking him their children would suffer – “touch not my anointed”

1. October 23, 1992 – Hinn warned (on TBN) “You have attacked me, your children will pay for it.”

xvi. said that “Words create reality.”

xvii. “The scriptures declare clearly that he had dominion over the fouls of the air, the fish of the sea – which means he used to fly. Of course, how can you have dominion over the birds and not be able to do what they do? The word ‘dominion’ in the Hebrew clearly declares that if you have dominion over a subject, that you can do everything that subject does. In other words, that subject, if it does something you cannot do, you don’t have dominion over it. All prove it further. Adam not only flew, he flew to space. He was – with one thought he would be on the moon.”

xviii. “I’m going to be led by the Holy Ghost today. Is that alright with you?…God came from heaven, became a man, made man into little gods, went back to heaven as a man. He faces the Father as a man. I face devils as the son of God. Do you see what I’m talking about? You say, ‘Benny, am I a little God?’ You are a son of God, aren’t you? You’re a child of God, aren’t you? You’re a daughter of God, aren’t you? What else are you? Quit your nonsense! What else are you? If you say, ‘I am,’ you’re saying I’m a part of him, right? Is he God? Are you his offspring? Are you his children? You can’t be human! You can’t! You can’t! God didn’t give birth to flesh. He gave birth to a new creation. And the new creation is not flesh and blood and bone, for no flesh and blood would inherit heaven. Did you hear what I said? Some of you didn’t really hear what I said. You said, ‘Well, that’s heresy.’ No, that’s your crazy brain saying that.”

xix. “When you were born again, the Word was made flesh in you. And you became flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone. Don’t tell me you have Jesus. You are everything he was and everything he is and ever shall be…it [the new man] says, ‘I am as he is.’ That’s what it says. As he is, so are we in this world. Jesus said, ‘Go in my name, go in my stead.’ Don’t say, ‘I have.’ Say, ‘I am, I am, I am, I am, I am.’ That’s why you never ever, ever, ever ought to say, ‘I’m sick.’ How can you be sick, if you’re the new creation? Say, ‘I’m healed!’ Don’t say, ‘I’m a sinner.’ The new creature is no sinner. I’m the righteousness of God in Christ.”

xx. “When you say, ‘I am a Christian,’ you are saying, ‘I am Mashiach’ in the Hebrew. I am a little Messiah walking on earth, in other words. That is a shocking revelation…may I say it like this? You are a little god on earth running around.”

f. Frederick K.C. Price (page 345)

i. “Kenneth Hagin has had the greatest influence on my life of any living man.”

ii. Crenshaw Christian Center in South Central Los Angeles

1. 16,000 members

iii. reared in a Jehovah’s Witness family

iv. calls himself the “chief exponent of name it and claim it"

v. claims that “the reason why I drive a Rolls Royce - I’m following in Jesus’ steps”

vi. claims that they don’t allow sickness in their home

1. claims that if you’re faith is developed enough, you don’t need medicine

2. October of 1990, his wife had a malignant cancer tumor in pelvic area, she underwent “an ordeal of pain, chemotherapy, and radiation treatments”

3. Price now claims she is now free of cancer, medication, and pain but only “95 percent free of a limp”

vii. concerning praying in accordance with God’s will Price states “If you have to say, if it be Thy will or Thy will be done – if you have to say that, then you’re calling God a fool is because He’s the one that told us to ask…if God’s gonna give me what he wants me to have, then it doesn’t matter what I ask. I am only going to get what God wants me to have. So, that’s an insult to God’s intelligence.”

viii. ***referring to Christ, Price states, “Somewhere between the time he was nailed to the cross and he was in the Garden of Gethsemane – somewhere in there – he died spiritually. Personally, I believe it was while he was in the garden.”

ix. ***With regard to Christ’s atonement, “Do you think that the punishment for our sin was for Jesus to die on a cross? If that were the case, the two thieves could have paid your price. No, the punishment was for Jesus to go to hell itself and to serve time in hell separated from God.”

x. Price claims that Jesus had “a whole lot” of money

1. because Judas was steeling out of the treasury and that indicates there was too much money to notice a thief steeling some

xi. “God can’t do anything in this earth realm except what we, the body of Christ, allow him to do.”

xii. “The only way God could get back into this earth realm, he had to have an invitation.”

g. John Avanzini (page 347)

i. Asserts that Jesus was so wealthy that he wore custom made designer clothes – based on the fact that Jesus’ undergarment was seamless 

1. “You didn’t get the stuff he wore off the rack. It wasn’t a one size fits all deal. No, this was custom stuff. It was the kind of garment that kings and rich merchants wore.”

ii. “Jesus had a nice house, a big house”

iii. “Jesus was handling big money because that treasurer he had was a thief.”

iv. Avanzini said “I’m not impressed with the apologists any longer, and I may as well get it out – I used to be one, and God forgave me, and I promised not to ever do it again.”

v. Avanzini points out that “Theologians don’t get their prayers answered.” And “They deal with an impersonal God.”

vi. “Believe the prophet and you will prosper.” (quote from 2 Chronicles 20:20 – used to refer to himself)

vii. uses Acts 24 to demonstrate that Paul had money 

1. “Paul had the kind of money that people, that government officials would, would block up justice to try to get a bribe out of old Paul.”

h. Robert Tilton (page 349)

i. His television broadcasts, 84% of the time was for fundraising 

1. compared to 5% for Billy Graham’s broadcasts

ii. pastor of Word of Faith Family Church and Outreach Center

1. 8000 members

2. Northern Dallas suburb (Farmer’s Branch)

3. according to his wife in a recent Federal Court hearing the Church takes in an amazing $65 million a year

iii. Primetime Live did a report on him in November 21, 1991 and July 9, 1992

1. Tilton’s former employees testified that prayer requests are routed to a bank and the money is removed, then they proceed to a mail processing facility. Finally, they are transferred to a recycling center.

2. 2 widows are currently suing Tilton’s ministry (when Christianity in Crisis was published) for sending letters seeking donations and promising to heal their already dead husbands

3. at least 10 civil suits have been filed against Tilton, totaling more than $500 million in claims

4. in response to the Primetime Live report, Tilton provided the following rebuttal

a. “Those prayer request forms have all ink on them and all kinds of chemicals. I laid on top those prayer requests so much that the chemical actually got into my bloodstream and began to swell my capillaries…it got into my immune system and I had two small strokes in my brain that brought about some numbness in my body.”

b. As a result Tilton said he had to undergo plastic surgery to remove the bags from under his eyes

i. Marilyn Hickey (page 351)

i. Uses anointed prayer cloths, ceremonial breastplates, and ropes as “points of contact” for miracles

ii. In one letter Hickey promised to send a special anointing if the enclosed prayer cloth, along with money, was sent back to her immediately for “unusual” and “extraordinary” miracles – Hickey assured that reader that the Holy Spirit had been dealing with her about the entire matter and she was very excited about it

1. she claimed that the prayer cloth was so powerful that when a mother slipped it under the pillow of a rebellious child the spirit of rebellion was broken

2. she claimed that with the mere touch of the cloth a tumor the size of a small grapefruit vanished in 5 days

3. she promised that anyone with extreme financial crisis would receive a financial breakthrough if they carried the prayer cloth in a purse, wallet, or checkbook

4. Hickey explained that the cloth was not “anointed” until you sent it back to her with money

iii. in another letter, Hickey promised she would slip into a ceremonial breastplate and “press your prayer requests to her heart” and “place your requests on her shoulders” (donation suggested)

iv. Hickey has said, “What do you need? Start creating it. Start speaking about it. Start speaking it into being. Speak to your billfold. Say, ‘You big thick billfold full of money.’ Speak to your checkbook. Say, ‘You, checkbook, you. You’ve never been so prosperous since I owned you. You’re just jammed full of money.’”

v. Wrote a book entitled God’s Seven Keys to Make You Rich and promises that “God will bless and multiply your gift”

1. she would send you the book if you sent her money

vi. she publishes Outpouring magazine

vii. ** sits on the Board of Regents of Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, OK

viii. served on the board of Paul Yonggi Cho

ix. her teachings are a blend of Tilton, Hagin, and Copeland

x. famous phrases

1. “The God-kind of faith.”

2. “Confession brings possession.”

j. Paul (David) Yonggi Cho (page 352)

i. Pastor of the world’s largest church

1. South Korea

2. Full Gospel Woido Church

3. 700,000 members

ii. Cho has a Buddhist background

iii. Left Buddhism after being diagnosed with advanced and terminal tuberculosis

iv. Began his ministry after Jesus allegedly appeared to him dressed as a fireman and called him to preach

v. Cho rejected his own name Paul Yonggi and replaced it with the name David in April of 1992

1. he changed his name in order to reunify the Assemblies of God churches in Korea since Cho had set up a rival Assemblies denominations

2. he claims God himself chose the name David

vi. his messages is a blend of positive thinking and positive confession formulas

1. Cho says, “You create the presence of Jesus with your mouth…he is bound by your lips and by your words…remember that Christ is depending upon you and your spoken word to release his presense.”

2. according to Cho, the material world makes up the first 3 dimensions and is under the control of the Fourth Dimension, the spirit

a. claims the Spirit revealed this to him

b. claims that as spiritual beings, both believers and unbelievers alike can alter and create reality “through the development of concentrated visions and dreams and their imaginations.”

c. Calls the process “incubation”

d. Wrote a book called The Fourth Dimension
i. 4 steps in the “incubation” formula

A. visualize a clear cut goal or idea in your mind

B. have a burning desire for your objective

C. pray until you get the guarantee or assurance from God that what you desire is already yours

D. speak or confess the end result into existence

e. Cho believes that other groups, non-Christian groups, are doing this effectively including Buddhism, Yoga, etc.

k. Charles Capps (page 354)

i. Claims that word literally come true

ii. If you use words like “I’m dying to do that” you are speaking death into your life

1. “Adam was smarter than that; it took the devil over 900 years to kill him but now the devil has programmed his language into the human race so that people can kill themselves in about 70 years or less by speaking his words.”

2. he thinks such words are contrary to the word of God

iii. he believe God operates through positive confession and operating in faith

iv. wrote a book called Authority in Three Worlds
1. in the book he refers to the pure word of God as “it”

v. * he says, “Most of my teaching came from brother Kenneth Hagin.”

vi. He was ordained in 1980 by Kenneth Copeland as a minister in the International Convention of Faith Churches and Ministries

vii. “God filled his words with faith to cause the things he said to come to manifestation. There was an image inside him. He expressed it in words.”

viii. “Faith is the substance, the raw material…faith is the substance that God used to create the universe, and he transported that faith with his words…faith is the substance of things, but you can’t see faith. Faith is a spiritual force.”

ix. *** “The sinless Son of God became as a serpent that he might swallow up all of evil…if you will behold what happened when the sin offering was made and the fact that Jesus became a serpent upon the pole, it will change your life…Jesus died spiritually, not for any of his own sin! He became the serpent on the pole, the snake on the ground, in the Old Testament type.”

x. *** “If there’s any part of hell Jesus didn’t suffer, you’ll have to suffer it.”

l. Jerry Savelle (page 355)

i. Mentored by Kenneth Copeland

ii. Like Copeland, Savelle teaches that God has a 9 inch hand span and is about the size of a man 

1. says Jesus looked like God (the Father) looks

iii. believes that sickness and disease don’t have to be part of a Christian’s life

iv. huge proponent of the health and wealth Gospel

v. “You can speak your world into existence.”

vi. Claims that “Job talked his world into destruction”

vii. Before becoming a minister, he was an auto body repairmen

viii. Started in 1969

ix. He is the pastor of World Outreach Center in Fortworth, TX

m. Morris Cerullo

i. Claims he first met God when he was 8 years old preparing to end it all by jumping off a ledge

ii. When God miraculously intervened filling the room behind Morris with his presence speaking words of assurance to the young Cerullo

iii. Claims to have been schooled by the leading Rabbi’s of a New Jersey town and at age 14 was led out of a Jewish orphanage by 2 angelic beings to a refuge that had been prepared for him

iv. Less than a year later Cerullo was transported to heaven, where he had a face to face meeting with God, where his life’s ministry was clearly detailed before him

v. He claims that God is about 6’ tall and twice as broad as a human body

vi. Claims he is capable of “revealing things which had not yet come to pass, precisely communicating direct ‘thus saith the Lord’ words from God”

vii. In 1972 Cerullo claimed that God told him that the U.S. was about to witness a great revival 

viii. September 1991, Cerullo said that the Holy Spirit told him “Son, the world will be reached with the Gospel by the year 2000.”

ix. “Would you surrender your pocketbooks unto me, saith God, and let me be the Lord of your pocketbooks…Yea, so be thou obedient unto my voice, saith God.”

n. Paul Crouch (page 359)

i. Estimated net worth of half a billion dollars

ii. Own Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN)

1. has more than 300 stations carried on 1315 cable systems

iii. TBN often has John Avanzini on

iv. Have praise-a-thons in which they raise money

1. some of this money is used to support cults including those of Roy Blizzard, Joseph Good, and the United Pentecostal Church all of whom openly deny the Trinity (ironically since the Network is called Trinity broadcasting network)

v. To those who would speak out against this promotion of cultic doctrine, Crouch warns, “Get out of God’s way. Quit blocking God’s bridges, or God’s going to shoot you if I don’t.”

vi. With regard to “heresy hunters” Crouch declares, “I think they’re damned and on their way to hell; and I don’t think there’s any redemption for them.”

vii. “If you want to criticize Ken Copeland for his preaching on faith, or Dad Hagin, get out of my life! I don’t even want to talk to you or hear you. I don’t want to see your ugly face. Get out of my face, in Jesus’ name.”

viii. Crouch calls the Faith message a “Revival of truth that comes along in the Word of God” restored by “a few precious men” like Kenyon, Hagin, Copeland, and Savelle

o. John Osteen (page 361)

i. John Osteen was Pastor David Blunt’s (Church on the Rock) mentor and Pastor

ii. Osteen’s Church is in Texas

iii. He is now dead, and his ministry passed to his son

iv. “Faith, created by the Word of God, enables you to reach out into the dimension of the invisible and activate the creative power of God.”

p. T.L. Osborn (page 361)

i. “Health, success, happiness, and prosperity are God’s will for you when you believe His Word enough to act on it.”

q. Other Names

i. Creflo Dollar

1. ***who we heard live and have on tape teaching in depth that Jesus was just a man, not God, for the 33 years from his birth to his death and that Jesus died spiritually on the cross

ii. Jesse Duplantis

r. Church on the Rock

i. St. Peters, MO

ii. Pastured by David Blunt

iii. Guest speakers and guests include:

1. Kenneth Copeland 

2. Kenneth Hagin

3. John Osteen

4. Creflo Dollar

5. Marilyn Hickey

6. Jerry Savelle

7. John Avanzini

8. Jesse Duplantis

X. Doctrine

a. Kenotic Theology

i. http://mountainretreat.org/glossary.html#kenotic%20theology
ii. Kenotic is from the Greek [Kenosis] meaning to empty (Philippians 2:7). 

iii. In this theory it is hypothesized that Jesus was not both on earth as man and in heaven as God simultaneously. The contention is that Jesus was divine before He came to earth as man, but gave up His divine properties, (excluding His moral attributes) and became a mere man.
iv. Kenotic theology most often regards 

1. http://www.mbrem.com/jesus_Christ/keno.htm
2. Christ as surrendering "relative divine attributes" only, meaning, at the incarnation Christ gave up 

a. "omniscience, 

b. omnipotence, 

c. and omnipresence" 

3. while retaining His "immanent attributes" of 

a. holiness, 

b. love, 

c. mercy 

d. and truth. 

4. The distinction in the attributes, theologically speaking, is real. However, the application kenotic theology makes with it regarding Jesus Christ is not.

v. Doctrines necessitating Kenoticism

1. spiritual death of Christ theology

2. redemption theology viewed as mere substitution

a. because if Christ had to suffer OUR physical death for us to be redeemed from physical death, then why wouldn't he have to suffer OUR spiritual death (separation from God) for us to be redeemed from spiritual death - if substitution is the means by which we are redeemed?

b. Christ did have to suffer physical death to redeem us, but his death was a ransom, a price that had to be paid to remove the Law and thus the consequence of the Law, not simply a mere substitute 

c. it was a substitute only in that it was either he pay the ransom or we would die and go to hell, but not in that he died MY death for me and YOUR death for you

vi. Faith Movement teacher's statements implying or asserting Kenotic Theology

1. statements denoting or necessitating Kenotic Theology marked with "***" in above biographies of Faith Movement leaders

2. E.W. Kenyon

3. Kenneth Copeland

4. Frederick K.C. Price

5. Charles Capps

6. Creflo Dollar

vii. Kenotic Theology Refuted

1. originates with the Greek word "kenoo" in Philippians 2:7

2. "But [Christ] made himself of no reputation"

a. (KJV) "of no reputation" is Greek word "kenoo" (2758)
b. 2758 kenoo {ken-o'-o}  

from 2756; TDNT - 3:661,426; v

AV - make void 2, make of none effect 1, 

make of no reputation 1, be in vain 1; 5

1) to empty, make empty

1a) of Christ, he laid aside equality 

with or the form of God

2) to make void

2a) deprive of force, render vain, 

useless, of no effect

3) to make void

3b) cause a thing to be seen to be 

empty, hollow, false
3. Kenotic Theology uses this SINGLE (non-descriptive) verse to articulate that Jesus "emptied" himself of "omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence," etc. while at the same time disregarding the interpretive clues in the surrounding context

4. Kenotic Theology also holds that Jesus retained (did NOT empty himself of) the moral attributes of God

5. **Kenotic Theology contradicts its major proof 

a. if "kenoo" should be translated literally "empty" then Jesus would have to become "empty" not partially empty, retaining some attributes while giving up others as Kenotic Theologians maintain

6. **thus, if Jesus can "kenoo" (empty) himself without giving up the moral attributes, then conceivably he could also "kenoo" (empty) himself without giving up any attributes, including omniscience, etc.

7. it is most likely that the Faith Teachers doctrine of Christ's spiritual death is driving their interpretation of Philippians 2:5-11 and so they are reading other presumptions into the text 

8. ** consider this one last point: 

a. orthodox teaching of the Trinity upholds that there is 1 God in 3 Persons and that each Person is co-equal and co-eternal (so that we don't have lesser divinity in one Person than the others and we don't have one person being added or subtracted.)

b. if upon his incarnation, Jesus ceased to be divine until the resurrection and became ONLY human for that duration, then the Trinity would be destroyed; instead of having a Divine Being with 3 Persons, you would have a Divine Being with only 2 Persons, since the Second Person (Jesus) would have ceased to be divine

i. which begs the inarguable question, how could he be part of the Divine Being if he was not divine?

ii. the answer is that Jesus would be no more or less part of God for his 33 years than we are now as born again Christians - a doctrine which Faith Movement teachers have already adopted (see above quotes)

c. nevertheless, the Trinity would still cease to exist for 33 years, thus destroying the very Triune nature of God himself 

9. A correct interpretation of Philippians 2:5-11

a. the key terms for interpreting "kenoo" are found, not surprisingly, in the surrounding context

i. "equal with God" 

ii. "servant" 

iii. "became obedient" 

b. * these textual clues clearly indicate that Jesus made his supreme authority as God "of none effect" (kenoo) by living as one who had no authority, a servant who must submit and obey a superior

c. it is a question of autonomy vs. submissiveness, of supreme authority vs. servant-hood 

b. "The Anointing" and "Being under Authority"

i. leaders/ministers have an "anointing" from God 

1. this idea of leaders being "anointed" by God is virtually "synonymous" with the idea of leaders being "called" to leadership positions 

a. (the idea of ministers having a special "calling" is popular among even non-Charismatics) 

2. being "anointed" to a leadership role is the natural extension of the idea of a calling - it basically means that God has selected you ("called") you to a leadership role, he has also endowed you with authority as a man of the calling

3. or in other words, by virtue of you calling you have God-given authority over those God has "called" you to lead and, thus, they must submit to you by virtue of this God-given office, which you hold

4. conversely, since God has "called" (and "anointed") leaders in the Church, lay people are said to necessarily be in need of some person in such an office of authority to submit themselves to 

a. those lay people who don't submit themselves to an office are neglecting and rebelling against the structure God has ordained when he "called" (and "anointed") leaders 

5. although the exact terms themselves are rigorously avoided, in extreme cases, this concept of anointing is equivalent to "infallibility" 

a. *particularly because when such leaders speak they are operating directly in their "anointed gift" of teacher or pastor or prophet and so are said to be "speaking under the Holy Spirit," which itself invokes infallibility

i. ** whenever someone says God spoke to them, they invoke infallibility since God can never be wrong

b. conversely, those who criticize leaders who speak under the Holy Spirit are said to blaspheme

6. Faith Movement leaders often use the following passages to support this notion

a.  1 Chronicles 16:22, Psalm 105:15 "touch not mine anointed" 

i. Faith leaders interpret as "criticize not mine anointed"

ii. there are parallel passages referring to the patriarchs of Israel such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons
iii. speaks of "harming" or "doing wrong" to these prophets, which begs the question whether or not criticizing and scrutinizing their words is wrong 

A. "do wrong" means "oppression" ("exploit, extort, do violence, defraud")

B. "harm" refers to "to injure" or "to break"

C. clearly, this refers to the fact God was trying to protect and preserve his people from physical harm when they were small in number in the first few generations from Abraham 

a. criticism and scrutiny are not forbidden in this verse 

D. Deuteronomy 12:28-13:18 necessitates scrutinizing and examining of those who claim to be prophets speaking words from God
a. 13:13-14 "Then shalt thou enquire, and make search, and ask diligently; and, behold, if it be truth"

iv. these references are all past tense, referring to what God did in the past and don't necessarily imply an ongoing activity or behavior of God toward his people at all times, nor toward every prophet

v. furthermore, even if it did apply today, it still begs the question of whether or not the person is actually "anointed" or a "prophet"
A. *prophetic accuracy requirement
a. Deuteronomy 18:20-22 
b. 1 Samuel 24:1-15, 1 Samuel 26:1-16 
i. 24:6 "The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD's anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD."

ii. 26:9 "And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth his hand against the LORD's anointed, and be guiltless?"

iii. speaking of Saul as God's anointed king

iv. speaking of David killing him

v. so, it begs the question: 

A. are these men actually anointed? are they similar to God's anointed kings? 

B. is criticizing and scrutinizing equivalent to bodily harm and killing?

c. Galatians 2:11-14

i. now, we know apostles are "called" and chosen by God for that office - Luke 6:38, Romans 1:1, 1 Corinthians 1:1

ii. and so, here we see Paul rebuking Peter who was called of the Lord to be an apostle (rebuking him for wrong doctrine)

d. Authority and calling in general

i. A survey of the Biblical record reveals that the only "office" associated with the term "called" in the New Testament is that of the apostle.

ii. NOTE: Paul and Barnabas were apostles.

A. Acts 14:14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this…

iii. There are 4 Greek words translated in the New Testament to some derivative of "calling" in the English. 

A. kletos (#2822), which occurs 11 times; 

B. proskaleomai (#4341), which occurs 31 times; 

C. klesis (#2821), which occurs 11 times; 

D. kaleo (#2564), which occurs 155 times. 

iv. This gives us a total of 208 instances that could potentially talk about being "called to the ministry."

A. 5 refer to Paul's calling as an apostle

a. 2 of these (found in Acts) include Barnabas

B. 4 occur in the Gospels regarding the call of the apostles

C. 1 in Hebrews 5 refers to the calling of a High Priest comparing Jesus and Aaron in that regard

D. That leaves 198 instances, all of which refer either to 

a. the general call of believers 

b. or an even more general use of the term such as "to call into a room" or "named." 

E. CONCLUSIONS: 
a. Not one of these 208 instances applies the concept of "calling" to any other leadership role other than the role of an apostle.

b. We have no Biblical precedent asserting or establishing that men were "called" to be pastors or teachers or any other leadership position other than that of the apostle.

v. the apostles did set up men in every church as elders (Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5)

A. an elder is Biblically speaking the same as the office of pastor or overseer or bishop. These 4 terms are all interchangeable Biblically.

vi. local church members were to submit to these elders

A. 1 Peter 5:1-5, Hebrews 13:7-9, 17

B. in both 1 Peter and Hebrews 13, teaching and doctrine are also mentioned

C. That was the purpose of elders and submitting to elders, for teaching and doctrinal purposes 

a. but even then Christians were permitted to test what was heard (Acts 17:10-12, 1 Corinthians 14:29)

D. this authority had nothing to do with any spiritual necessity to have someone in authority over us, intervening between us and God and whose "anointing" we needed to be under for God to bless us and work in our lives - as the Faith teachers proclaim

E. Apart from doctrinal purposes, individuals do not need to have someone in authority over us

vii. Christian individuals are in no need of another human authority over them, (other than for doctrinal purposes)

A. 1 Corinthians 11:2-3 "the head of every man is Christ"

B. 1 Timothy 2:5 "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus"

C. 1 John 2:24-28 (John 16:12-13) 

a. v. 24, John is saying that IF we hold to what was taught from the beginning as it was handed down by the apostles, THEN we are in no need of someone else to teach us

b. v. 27, John even says we all have an anointing and so are in no need of someone with an "anointing" to teach us

c. this, in and of itself, negates that just because someone is a pastor or teacher that they have an anointing (other than the one we all have)

d. for if pastors and teachers had an anointing distinct from the one we all have, then John could not "the anointing which ye have received…and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things" for there "anointing" would be what makes them our teachers

viii. elders and deacons had to be able to teach doctrine "as it had been handed down"

A. 1 Timothy 3:1-2, 2 Timothy 2:2

B. any man who could not do so was not qualified to be a leader

C. NOTE: on 1 Timothy 3, being an elder was something a man desired and pursued - he was not called and anointed 

ix. Christians were to refute those who opposed doctrine as it had been passed down by the apostles.

A. Titus 1:9, 

x.  Christian men were not required to learn in silence but, unlike women, were permitted to speak up and question teachers

A. 1 Corinthians 14:34-35, 1 Timothy 2:11-12, Acts 17:10-12, 1 Corinthians 10:15

xi. Christians were to test those who claimed to be apostles to see whether or not they were, and Christ commended them for doing so

A. Revelation 2:2 

xii. Conclusions:

A. we have no evidence that these men are "called" or "anointed"

B. even if they were "called" and "anointed," we would still have the right to scrutinize them

C. there is the 100% accuracy requirement for those who claim to speak "under the Holy Spirit"

D. Christians are in no need of another "head" or "authority" or "intermediary" figure between us and Christ - New Testament authority was strictly for the purposes of submitting to correct doctrine (which means teaching)

E. all Christians have an anointing and (so long as they keep the teaching handed down by the apostles) are in no need of others with some other anointing to teach them 

c. Sickness and Healing

i. Where does sickness come from?

1. Sickness is SOMETIMES sent specifically by the adversarial spirits 

a. woman bound by Satan - Luke 13:11-17

b. evil spirit causes a boy's seizures - Mark 9:17-27

i. this type is depicted often in the Gospels

c. Job, the adversary had God's permission - Job 1:11-19, 2:4-8)

2. Sickness is sometimes sent specifically by God (through his angels) 

a. Exodus - Egyptians (Exodus 9:1-12)

b. Miriam (Numbers12:1-16) 

c. people of Israel bit with serpents and died from it, (Numbers 21:5-9)

d. Uzziah made leprous by God (2 Chronicles 26:16-22)

e. Jeroboam's arm made paralytic (1 Kings 13:1-6)

f. Men of Sodom rendered mute (Genesis 19:4-11)

g. Zechariah (John's father) rendered mute and deaf (Luke 1:18-22, 62-64)

h. Paul made blind and healed but symptoms continued his whole life, (Acts 9:8,17-18, Galatians 4:15, 1 Corinthians 12:7-10) 

i. God sends an evil spirit to torment Saul mentally  (1 Samuel 16:14-17, 23)

j. Paul speaks a command from God causing a sorcerer to go blind (Acts 13:10-12)

3. Sickness in general is a result of the curse on all mankind.

a. Genesis 3:16-19 the pronouncement of the curse of death upon all men

b. blind man in John 9:1-3 not blind because of sin but for God's glorification by healing him

c. tragedy not necessarily caused by sin Luke 13:1-4

4. Sickness sometimes caused by human sin/behavior

a. 1 Corinthians 11:28-32 - verse 30 "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep."

b. Romans 1: 26-27 "27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet."

5. Conclusion:

a. it is an unfounded assumption that an evil spirit is behind every sickness or injury, when sometimes such things are caused by God's will and most often by the fallen natural world (under a curse) in general

b. *even Christians still die, so we are not yet fully free from the physical consequences of the curse (whether sin or death or otherwise)

c. if we always assume what the cause is, we run the risk of missing what's really going on and can confuse ourselves, waste time trying something that won't work, and in extreme cases cause real harm

ii. Is God always willing to heal us of sicknesses/injuries?

1. James 5:14-15 demonstrates that the early church did have a GENERAL expectation that in most circumstances God would heal the sick person

G. however, as the following passages (including New Testament passages) will demonstrate, the early church also knew that in some situations God would not heal (SEE below *)

H. and in verse 11, James also makes reference to the "patience of Job," a story in which God permitted Job to lose his health for a time in order to prove Job was faithful despite the trial

2. lepers declared unclean and sent away (Leviticus 13-14)

3. *No, the case of Paul (Acts 9:8,17-18, Galatians 4:15, 1 Corinthians 12:7-10) 

4. *1 Corinthians 11:28-32 asserts that certain improprieties in the church would prevent healing

5. David's first child with Bathsheba died, and God would not heal the child despite David's pleading (2 Samuel 12:12-24)

6. Lazarus died from sickness, did he lack faith enough to be healed? (John 11)

iii. Does "by his stripes we are healed" refer to physical healing?

1. No, it refers to spiritual healing.

2. In context, Isaiah 53:4-6 is clearly referring to Jesus suffering to bring about our spiritual restoration.

a. "and with his stripes we are healed." 

b. "All we like sheep have gone astray"

3. And Peter quotes Isaiah 53:4-6 in 1 Peter 2:24-35

a. "by whose stripes ye were healed"

b. "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned"

c. Peter quotes this passage from Isaiah as referring to our spiritual healing: "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness"

d. if Isaiah 53:5 referred to our physical healing being provided by Christ through his suffering and death and we don't have "faith" enough to be healed, then it stands to reason also that we aren't saved at that point either, since we apparently lack sufficient faith in the provision of Christ's sacrifice

iv. Does "Binding and loosing" in Matthew 16:19 and 18:15-20,27 refer to spiritual things such as demons or physical things such as sickness?

1. No, the context clearly refers to excommunication and forgiveness. The same word for "loosed" is used in verse 27 to refer to forgiveness.

d. Prayer, Asking and Receiving

i. Can Christians expect to automatically always received whatever (anything and everything) we ask for in prayer?

ii. Passages about asking and receiving:

1. Matthew 7:8, Luke 11:10 For every one that asketh receiveth;

2. Matthew 21:21-22, Mark 11:23 (moving the mountain) And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

3. John 14:13 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

4. John 16:23-26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.

iii. Are we guaranteed to receive "whatever" we ask for?

iv. No. The New Testament indicates there were 3 conditions upon this. 

1. First, was what we asked for God's will for that circumstance/time. 

a. Mark 10:35-40 James and John ask for something (thrones next to his) Jesus could not give them.

b. Acts 16:6-7 The apostles sought to preach the Gospel in Asia and Bithynia but the Spirit of God forbid them.

c. 1 Corinthians 16:7 Paul says he wishes to stay for a while but says its conditional on whether or not the Lord permits.

d. James 4:13-15 James states that no one should act as though his own plans were certain but instead should preface everything with "If the Lord wills."

e. Faith/Charismatic Movement followers will often try to find a "promise" in scripture

i. the idea is that if God promises something somewhere in the Bible, then it must be God's will to give it whenever we ask for it

ii. this takes the promise out of the circumstances and conditions under which God gave it

A. for instance, if God gave a promise to the Israelites regarding the Promised Land, does that mean God will make good on giving Christians land wherever they live?

B. *it also begs the question of when God intends to fulfill many of his general promises, many of which may not be fulfilled until the millennial reign of Christ, at which point, it would be presumptuous for us to expect God to fulfill them upon request now

iii. sometimes, this practice leads to turning scriptures which are not promises into promises (such as Proverbs) and spiritualizing unique historical events into general rules that apply to all men at all times and therefore act as "promises"

2. Second, was there sin in our lives or in the church as a whole. If so, it would disrupt our receiving (in such circumstances when it was God's will to give.)

a. 1 Corinthians 11:28-32 asserts that certain improprieties in the church would prevent healing 

b. John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

c. James 5:11-20 speaks of the prayer of faith for the sick but first James reminds them of Job's patience (Job was allowed by God to suffer sickness for a time to prove Job's faithfulness to the enemy), then James asserts that sins must be confessed so that we might be healed. He also speaks of Elijah as being a man subject to passions as we are and the need to convert brothers back who err from the truth.

d. 1 John 3:21-24 says we receive from God and are confident that we receive from God because we obey his commands and do what's pleasing in his sight, which allows Christ to dwell in us and us in him (As John 15 states.)

e. 1 John 5:13-14 says our confidence before God is this, that if we ask anything according to his will, we will receive it - showing that we do not receive the things we ask that are not according to his will

3. Third, were we asking for things that would satisfy our earthly desires.

a. James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
4. Conclusions: The apostles and early Christians understood that they would not receive from God 

a. when/if what they asked for was not God's will 

b. when/if they or the church community were in sin or had erred from the truth

c. when/if they asked simply for things that would satisfy their selfish worldly desires

e. Christians and Material Wealth

i. Seeking after and being concerned with material wealth is not consistent with the Christian faith or lifestyle.

1. Matthew 6:19-34, Luke 12:15-34, Luke 16:13

a. lay not up treasures for yourselves upon the earth

b. where a man’s treasure is there his heart is

c. we cannot serve both God and money

d. disciples told to sell what they have

e. seek not these things

2. Acts 20:33 - Paul states that he coveted no man’s silver or gold or apparel, but that he worked with his own hands while ministering.

3. 1 Corinthians 5:11 - we are not to keep company with Christians who are covetous (4123) – eager to have more, greed of gain

4. 1 Corinthians 6:10 - the covetous (4123) cannot inherit the kingdom of God

5. 2 Corinthians 9:5 - we are not to give out of covetousness (4124) , give to get

6. Ephesians 5:3-5 - saints should not be covetous; a covetous (4123) man will not inherit the kingdom of God, a covetous man is an idolater 

7. Colossians 3:5 - put to death…covetousness (4124), covetousness is idolatry

8. 1 Timothy 3:3, 8 - a church leader cannot be eager for material gain (146)

9. 1 Timothy 6:5

a. we are to withdraw from those who think godliness is for material gain

b. those who think godliness is a means of material gain have corrupt minds and are destitute of the truth

10. 2 Timothy 3:1-2 - in the last days men who hold to a form of godliness, will be among other things, lovers of money (5366)

11. Titus 1:7 - a church leader should not be eager for material gain (146)

12. 2 Peter 2:3, 14 - false teachers are associated with covetousness (4124)

13. James 2:2 - James warns against favoring the rich

14. James 4:1-4 - James equates asking God for things to spend on/for our own earthly desires with coveting and to being adulterous, friendship with the world, and being an enemy of God and rebukes those who did such things

15. James 5:1-5 - James rebukes those who store up treasure for themselves in the last days

ii. The NT speaks of material wealth as an obstacle making it difficult for the wealthy to enter into heaven.

1. Matthew 19:16-24, Mark 10:21, 25, Luke 18:18-25 - difficult for a rich man to enter into heaven

2. Luke 6:24 - Jesus says “Woe unto you that are rich”

3. Revelation 3:17 - the church of Laodicea is rebuked by Jesus, though they are well off materially, their faith was in serious neglect and they were in jeopardy

iii. We are to be content with what we have.

1. Luke 3:14 - Jesus tells the soldiers to be content with their wages

2. 1 Corinthians 7:20 - abide in the calling in which you were called – including servants/slaves

3. Philippians 4:11-12 - Paul states that he was content and had at times had plenty and at times been without

4. 1 Timothy 6:-6-11 - Paul instructs us to be content and warns us not to seek after and covet things of this life – love of money is the root of all evil

5. Hebrews 13:5 - be content with what you have

iv. The early church including Jesus and the apostles were not wealthy.

1. Matthew 5:3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

2. Acts 3:6 - Peter declares that he and John had neither silver nor gold.

3. Romans 15:26 - the saints of Jerusalem were poor

4. Acts 4:34-37 - the early church wasn’t acquiring more and more possessions or property (rich, becoming richer), but was instead selling their possessions and property to share with each other and to meet the needs of those with less 

5. 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 

a. not many of the early church were of high social status in the world or upper class.

b. it was not God’s intention to give the Body of Christ high social status in the world or upper class.

6. 2 Corinthians 8:13-15, 2 Corinthians 9:12-13 - the early church wasn’t wealthy, but many were at times in need; believers in other communities would collect money for believers with less, who were in want, or in need

7. Philippians 4:11-12, 15-16 - Paul states that he was content and had at times had plenty and at times been without

8. James 2:2 - James states that the poor are rich in faith and the heirs of the kingdom 

9. Revelation 2:9 - the church at Smyrna is said to be in poverty (4432) and are commended by Jesus

v. God is not pleased when we reduce our faith to making profit in this life.

1. Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46 - Jesus is angered by those who used God’s temple to buy and sell and casts them out, overturning their tables, etc.

2. 1 Timothy 6:5 - those who think godliness is a means of material gain have corrupt minds and are destitute of the truth

3. Acts 8:20 - the gift of God cannot be bought with money

4. Micah 3:11 - God rebukes the leaders of his people for teaching for pay, for hire, and fore money

vi. We cannot assume that our material gain is God’s will

1. James 4:13-16 - James rebukes those who presumed that it was God’s will that they prosper, he considered their boastfulness that they would prosper as arrogant and evil.

f. "Rhema" vs. "Logos" Word of God

i. explanation: 

1. some Faith Movement/Charismatic Groups distinguish between the "Logos" as the "written word" of God and the "Rhema" as the "spoken word" of God

2. Thus, they speak in terms of receiving "words from God" which they call Rhema words, or "words for the now"

3. while on the surface, Rhema words are said to require conformity to the Logos word (Bible), in practical terms, they become more significant to the life of the believer than the Logos (Bible) because they provide direct guidance for our current circumstances and choices on a day to day basis

4. ultimately, this effectively results in the "Rhema" word being superior to the Bible particularly in terms of generating "what we ought to do in the present" and in terms of doctrine, since the Bible is "long, cumbersome, and complicate" and "no one agrees about what it says," so the Rhema word comes in an bypasses all that confusion and arguing and analysis and provides the clear direction the Bible does not

a. over time, our right or authority to do anything becomes vested in the "Rhema" word, not the Logos word

b. for example, if I came to speak to a person about doctrine, he might ask, "did God tell you to do this?" 

i. if I respond "yes, in the Bible," he will conclude that I am arrogant for presuming to have the "correct" interpretation of the Bible while others disagree 

ii. thus, effectively, only a "Rhema" word from God could direct me and give me a mandate to correct someone, the Bible is insufficient to do so, because its flawed by human disagreement over its meaning 

c. so, while presented merely as a supplement to the Bible, it actually functions as a substitute for the Bible

ii. survey and analysis of "Rhema" vs. "Logos" distinction

1. Definitions - 
a. 3056 logos {log'-os}  
from 3004; TDNT - 4:69,505; n m

AV - word 218, saying 50, account 8, speech 8, Word (Christ) 7, thing 5, not tr 2, misc 32; 330
1) of speech
1a) a word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea
1b) what someone has said
1b1) a word

1b2) the sayings of God
1b3) decree, mandate or order
1b4) of the moral precepts given by God
1b5) Old Testament prophecy given by the prophets
1b6) what is declared, a thought, declaration, aphorism, a weighty saying, a dictum, a maxim
1c) discourse
1c1) the act of speaking, speech
1c2) the faculty of speech, skill and practice in speaking
1c3) a kind or style of speaking

1c4) a continuous speaking discourse - instruction

1d) doctrine, teaching
1e) anything reported in speech; a narration, narrative
1f) matter under discussion, thing spoken of, affair, a matter in dispute, case, suit at law
1g) the thing spoken of or talked about; event, deed
2) its use as respect to the MIND alone

2a) reason, the mental faculty of thinking, meditating, reasoning, calculating

2b) account, i.e. regard, consideration

2c) account, i.e. reckoning, score

2d) account, i.e. answer or explanation in reference to judgment

2e) relation, i.e. with whom as judge we stand in relation

2e1) reason would

2f) reason, cause, ground

3) In John, denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the personal wisdom and power in union with God, his minister in creation and government of the universe, the cause of all the world's life both physical and ethical, which for the procurement of man's salvation put on human nature in the person of Jesus the Messiah, the second person in the Godhead, and shone forth conspicuously from His words and deeds.

Greek philosopher named Heraclitus first used the term Logos around 600 B.C. to designate the divine reason or plan which coordinates a

b. 4487 rhema {hray'-mah}  
from 4483; TDNT - 4:69,505; n n

AV - word 56, saying 9, thing 3, 

no thing + 3756 1, not tr 1; 70
1) that which is or has been uttered by the living voice, thing spoken, word
1a) any sound produced by the voice and having definite meaning

1b) speech, discourse
1b1) what one has said

1c) a series of words joined together into a sentence 

(a declaration of one's mind made in words)
1c1) an utterance
1c2) a saying of any sort as a message, a narrative
1c2a) concerning some occurrence
2) subject matter of speech, thing spoken of
2a) so far forth as it is a matter of narration
2b) so far as it is a matter of command
2c) a matter of dispute, case at law
2. It is difficult to distinguish the word “rhema” from the word “logos” based on their definitions. The definitions demonstrate that both “logos” and “rhema” could be and are used to indicate:

a. a speech or discourse
b. a word

c. something uttered by a living voice
d. something uttered, an utterance, the act of speaking
e. what someone has said
f. the sayings of God, a saying, a series of words joined together into a sentence
g. a decree, mandate, order, or command
h. what is declared, a thought, a declaration, saying, etc. – the declaration of one’s mind made in words
i. anything reported in a speech
j. a narration or narrative
k. the thing spoken of or talked about, event, deed
l. embodies a concept of idea, a declaration of one’s mind made in words
m. a matter in dispute, case, suit at law

3. Translation in English: It is difficult to distinguish the word “rhema” from the word “logos” based on how they are translated into English. Both “logos” and “rhema” are translated as:

a. “word” 

i. logos: 218 times (roughly 2/3 of its 330 occurrences)

ii. rhema: 56 times (just over 2/3 of its 70 occurrences)

b. “saying”

i. logos: 50 times (roughly 1/6 of its 330 occurrences)

ii. rhema: 9 times (just under 1/7 of its 70 occurrences)

c. “thing”

i. logos: 5 times

ii. rhema: 3 times

4. New Testament Usage: It is difficult to distinguish the word “rhema” from the word “logos” based on their usage in the New Testament. Both “logos” and “rhema” are used to refer to:

a. the Word of God

i. logos: 39 times

ii. rhema: 10 times

b. the Word of the Lord

i. logos: 10 times (also used as the Word of Christ: 3 times)

ii. rhema: 2 times

c. the Word of Life

i. logos: 2 times

ii. rhema: 3 times

d. the Word of Truth

i. logos: 6 times

ii. rhema: 1 time

e. the Word of Faith

i. logos: 1-2 times

ii. rhema: 2 times

f. described as a sword

i. logos: 1 time

ii. rhema: 1 time

g. used to indicate an utterance, uttering

i. logos: 6 times

ii. rhema: 1 time

h. indicating the gospel, the preaching or the gospel, or the gospel message

i. logos: approximately 34 times

ii. rhema: 3 times

i. indicating a spoken word, something spoken

i. logos: approximately 55 times

ii. rhema: 20 times

j. indicating a written word, something written

i. logos: 5 times

ii. rhema: 0 times

k. associated with the words of the prophets or prophecy

i. logos: 11 times

ii. rhema: 2 times

l. associated with sanctification, cleaning

i. logos: 2 time

ii. rhema: 1 time

m. said to be given by the angels

i. logos: 1 time

ii. rhema: 1 time

n. used of the sayings or words of Jesus

i. logos: 33 times

ii. rhema: 13 times

o. associated with or indicating the Holy Spirit, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, or the miraculous

i. logos: 24 times total (broken down as follows, with some overlap:)

A. just associated with the Holy Spirit – 5 times

B. with words of wisdom or knowledge – 2 times

C. with speaking in tongues – 1 time

D. with prophecy and words or prophecy – 10 times

E. with signs and miracles, or power – 3 times

F. with casting out demons – 1 time

G. healing – 3 times

ii. rhema: 3 times (broken down as follows:)

A. just associated with the Holy Spirit – 2 times

B. with power – 1 time

5. Interchangeability - another reason that it is difficult to distinguish the word "rhema" from the word "logos" comes from the fact that these two Greek words are used interchangeably in the following nine New Testament passages.
a. Jesus’ word to Peter that Peter would deny him three times before the rooster crowed is recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The Matthew and Mark accounts refer to Jesus’ word that Peter would deny him three times before the rooster crowed using the Greek word “rhema” for Jesus’ “word.”  The Luke account, however, refers to Jesus’ “word” that Peter would deny him three times before the rooster crowed using the Greek word “logos” for Jesus’ “word.”

i. Matthew 26:75 And Peter remembered the word (4487 - rhema) of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

ii. Mark 14:72 And Peter called to mind the word (4487- rhema) that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.
iii. Luke 22:61 And Peter remembered the word (3056 - logos) of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.
b. Ephesians 6:17 and Hebrews 4:12 both describe the word of God as a sword, but Ephesians uses the Greek word “rhema” for the “word” of God, while Hebrews uses the Greek word “logos” for the “word” of God.
i. Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word (4487 - rhema) of God:
ii. Hebrews 4:12 For the word (3056 - logos) of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

c. In John 6 Jesus has just finished telling the disciples something they find hard to accept. First, the disciples refer to these difficult words that Jesus had just spoke using the Greek word “logos” translated as “saying.” Then, Jesus’ confronts the disciples about their reluctance to accept his statement, referring to his remarks using the Greek word “rhema.” At the end of the short interchange, after being asked if they, too, would leave him because of these hard to accept statements, Peter responds to Jesus, and states that they won’t leave him because Jesus alone had the words of eternal life. In his response Peter this time refers to Jesus’ words with the Greek word “rhema.”

i. John 6:60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying (3056 - logos); who can hear it? 61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words (4487 - rhema) that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. 65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words (4487 - rhema) of eternal life.

d. Acts 10 describes Peter proclaiming the Gospel to Cornelius’ household. Verse 44 uses both the Greek word “rhema” and the Greek word “logos” to refer to the “words” Peter spoke to them.
i. Acts 10:44 While Peter yet spake these words (4487), the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word (3056).
e. Acts 13:42 records Paul and Barnabus’ evangelistic work in Pisidian Antioch. In verse 42, this passage records that the Gentiles sought Paul and Barnabus to preach their words to them the next sabbath using the Greek word “rhema” for Paul and Barnabus’ “words.”  Just two verses later, verse 44, records that on that next sabbath when Paul and Barnabus did in fact comply with the request of the Gentiles and that almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God. In verse 44, the Greek word “logos” is used to refer to the “word” of God” that Paul and Barnabus preached to them.

i. Acts 13:42 And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words (4487 - rhema) might be preached to them the next sabbath. 43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 44 And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word (3056 - logos) of God.
f. In 1 Peter 1:23-25, Peter describes how we are born again by the word of God. In verse 23, when he refers to the Word of God, by which we are born again, as incorruptible, he uses the Greek word “logos” for the “word” of God. In verse 25, after contrasting the Word’s incorruptibleness with the corruption of the world, Peter restates that the Word, by which the gospel is preached to us, endureth forever. In this verse, he uses the phrase, the word of the Lord to refer to the word of God (used in verse 23), but uses the Greek word “rhema” for the “word” of the Lord.

i. 1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word (3056 - logos) of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the word (4487 - rhema) of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word (4487 – rhema) which by the gospel is preached unto you.
6. Conclusions: 
a. the Bible uses both "Rhema" and "Logos" to refer to both the spoken word and the written word

b. the Bible's usage of the Greek words "Rhema" and "Logos" make it impossible to distinguish between these two terms

c. since it is impossible to make any categorical distinction between the terms "Rhema" and "Logos," any doctrine based upon such a distinction would be completely groundless and false
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