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Bible Study on Forgiveness and Forgiving

I. Definitions

A. 863 aphiemi

1. translated: leave 52, forgive 47, suffer 14, let 8, forsake 6, let alone 6, misc 13; 146

2. meaning with regard to forgiveness: "to disregard, to let go, give up a debt, forgive, to remit"

3. passages: Matthew 6:12,14-15, Matthew 18:21, 35, Mark 2:7-10, Mark 11:25, 26, Luke 5:21-24, Luke 11:4, Luke 17:3, 4, Luke 23:24, John 20:23, 1 John 1:9, Luke 7:49, Matthew 9:2,5, Matthew 12:31, 32, Mark 2:9, Luke 5:20, 23, Luke 7:47, 48, Luke 12:10, Acts 8:22, Romans 4:7 (quote of Psalms), Colossians 2:13, James 5:15,1 John 2:12
B. 630 apoluo
1. translated: release 17, put away 14, send away 13, let go 13, set at liberty 2, let depart 2, dismiss 2, misc 6; 69

2. meaning with regard to forgiveness: "to acquit one accused of a crime and set him at liberty, to release a debtor, i.e. not to press one's claim against him, to remit his debt"

3. passages: Luke 6:37 
C. 5483 charizomai (from 5485 charis – "grace")
1. translated: forgive 11, give 6, freely give 2, deliver 2, grant 1, frankly forgive 1; 23

2. meaning with regard to forgiveness:"to grant forgiveness, to pardon, to forgive"

3. passages: 2 Corinthians 2:7, 10, Ephesians 4:32, Colossians 2:13, Colossians 3:13 
D. 859 aphesis

1. translated: remission 9, forgiveness 6, deliverance 1, liberty 1; 17
2. meaning with regard to forgiveness:" forgiveness or pardon, of sins (letting them go as if they had never been committed), remission of the penalty
3. passages: Mark 3:29, Acts 5:31, Acts 13:38, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14

II. Survey and Protocols

A. Reciprocity ("forgive as we have been forgiven")

1. passages: Matthew 6:12,14-15, Matthew 18:21- 35, Mark 11:25, 26, Luke 6:37, Luke 11:4, Luke 17:3, 4, Colossians 3:13, Ephesians 4:32
2. Matthew 6:12,14-15, Mark 11:25-26, Luke 11:4 – "Lord's Prayer" 

a. Mark 11:25-26 "forgive if you have against any"

b. implies that they have asked forgiveness, just as you are doing with your heavenly Father - we determine this from other passages such as Luke 17:3, 4
3. Matthew 18:21- 35
a. notice: Both parties had to ask for forgiveness

b. the only thing condemned here is the refusal to forgive AFTER forgiveness was asked for by the offending party 
c. this parable does not indicate we must forgive when the other party does not repent or ask for forgiveness
4. Matthew 18:21- 22, Luke 17:3, 4
a. We are to forgive "seventy times seven" (metaphorically "without limit")
b. yet the Luke version notes that we are to forgive "if our brother repents" indicating that this is implied in Matthew 18's version of the same set of statements
5. Luke 6:37 

a. note: we are not forgiven BECAUSE we perform the act of forgiving others, that would be salvation by works (saying that our forgiving merits our being forgiven)

b. rather, we are forgiven by faith in Jesus Christ and yet, if we refuse to forgive others, that can nullify God's forgiveness of us in the same way that the king threw the original servant (whom he'd ALREADY forgiven) into prison to pay his debt

6. Colossians 3:13, Ephesians 4:31-21 – forgiving others as Christ forgave us 

7. principles:

a. God's forgiveness of us is our model for our forgiving others

1. we are to forgive others BECAUSE God forgave us

2. we are to forgive others IN THE MANNER that God forgave us

b. To forgive others as God and Christ forgave us, begs the question "How did God and Christ forgive us" - does God forgive us if we:

1. don't ask for forgiveness? Yes, not every sin needs to be mentally perceived and verbally repented of, we commit too many countless mistakes for that. What God desires is a repentant heart, a heart that does change and will change as it becomes aware of more and more of its wrongdoing.

2. don't express a general repentant attitude? No.

3. don't live a repentant lifestyle?  Well, yes and no. The "seventy times seven" model indicates that even with relapses over and over again into the same sin, we are to forgive, implying that God likewise forgives us. However, we know that by its very definition, true repentance requires that we actually "turn from acts that lead to death." (Acts 26:20, Romans 1:32, 2 Corinthians 12:21, Hebrews 6:1) So, sincerity appears to be the key, regardless of how many times we stumble. Verbal repentance is useless once it becomes just a meaningless "cover" for ourselves.

c. Partial Exceptions

1. Luke 7:47, 48 – the woman caught in adultery

a. Jesus' statements indicate that her repentance was a forgone conclusion - 

b. or in other words, he forgave her with the expectation that she would "sin no more," 

c. therefore, we can't say from this passage that Jesus forgave her without repentance as a prerequisite 

2. Luke 23:24 - "Father forgive them they know not what they do"

a. Jesus prays for the forgiveness of those who crucified him

b. according to Peter's words in Acts 2:23,37-41 many of those who crucified Jesus did repent upon hearing Peter's sermon and did receive forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit
c. there is no reason to think from this passage that God forgives us without requiring repentance
d. presumably, those who did NOT repent of crucifying Christ were not forgiven of that crime and those who did repent of it, such as those in Acts 2, were forgiven
e. Christ's prayer here provides forgiveness for those who would later (in Acts 2 and afterward) repent of the crime, there is no need to apply it universally to the unrepentant as well
B. What is the Divine Model of Forgiveness? (How does God forgive us?) 

1. God requires a repentant heart (including repentant behavior) Matthew 3:8, Mark 1:15, Luke 3:8, Luke 13:3,5, Acts:2:38, Acs 3:19, Acts 8:22, Acts 11:18, Acts 17:30, Acts 20:21, Acts 26:20, Romans 1:32, 2 Corinthians 12:21, Hebrews 6:1, 1 John 1:9

2. Likewise, God requires us to forgive IF/WHEN the other party repents Luke 17:3, 4
3. How to approach the "offending party" (Matthew 18:15-18)

a. (if they don't repent on their own) go privately, just one on one, us and them

b. (if they still don't repent) take two or three others back with you

c. (if they still don't repent) bring them before the whole church

d. (if they still don't repent) excommunication

4. If we know of another's sin, we ought to petition God for their forgiveness, unless the sin they commit is the unpardonable one (1 John 5:14-18) (presumably, if they do not repent, we are to pray they would come to repentance)

C. What if the other party does not repent?

1. Should we forgive the unrepentant?

a. YES, if they ask for repentance and yet sin again and again. (Matthew 18:21- 22, Luke 17:3, 4)
b. If they do not ever acknowledge their sin, their need to repent, or never even ask for forgiveness? NO. (Luke 17:3, 4, Matthew 18:15-18)
2. We should not remain angry, because that gives the devil a foothold. (Ephesians 4:26, 31-32, Hebrews 12:14-16 – "root of bitterness (4088)")

3. We should simply "mark" (or take note of) them in some circumstances (Romans 16:17, 1 Corinthians 5:11, 2 Thessalonians 3:14, 2 John: 9-11)

4. In some circumstances, church leadership should exercise excommunication (Matthew 18:15-18,1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 1 Timothy 1:20, 2 Thessalonians 3:14)

5. The goal of excommunication is the repentance of the excommunicated. If the excommunicate repent, they should be forgiven and welcomed back so that the devil will not gain an advantage over us. (2 Corinthians 12:7,10-11) How does the devil gain an advantage in such circumstances?

a. If the church (as a group or as individuals) fails to forgive those WHO REPENT AND SEEK FORGIVENESS, then we endanger ourselves that God might not forgive our sins (Matthew 6:14-15, Mark 11:25-26)

b. The excommunicated person remains in danger of the devil, particularly endangering their belief and their right doctrine if they remain excommunicated (1 Timothy 1:20) - for the church was INTENDED as a form of protection for our faith and doctrine (and our behavior through accountability)

6. *We are always to speak the truth in LOVE, to build up and not to tear down (Ephesians 4:2, 14-20, James 5:19-20)

III. Conclusion: repentance is, in general, a prerequisite for forgiveness from God AND for forgiveness from/among men
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