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Preliminary Study: Gentiles and the Law

QUESTION: Are Gentiles Condemned by the Law that was Given to the Jews? 

I. Introduction

a. the Law of Moses was not enacted with the Gentile nations 

i. The Gentiles had made no covenant with God to keep the Law of Moses 

ii. God had made no covenant with the Gentiles that was contingent upon their keeping of the Law of Moses 

b. the Law of Moses was given only to the Jews 

i. These events occurred only for the Jews

ii. it is obvious why and how the Jews needed Christ's atoning work 

1. they were in covenant to keep the Law of Moses

2. no one had kept the Law perfectly

3. they were in need of redemption from the consequences of that Law, specifically the consequence of death

c. Inquiry: 

i. unlike the Jews, the Gentiles had no covenant with God under which they were condemned to death if they violated it

ii. Since the Gentiles were not in covenant to keep the Law, why were the Gentiles in need of redemption? 

1. The Jews were in need of redemption from the consequences of breaking the Law. 

2. But what were the Gentiles in need of redemption from? 

II. Jewish Definition of Sin and the Law

a. sin was the transgression of the Law

b. death was the divinely required outcome for sin 

c. Inquiry:

i. If sin is the transgression of the Law, then how were the Gentiles sinning given the fact that they had not received a Law from God? 

ii. And having not received a Law as the Jews had, why were the Gentiles condemned by God to die? 

III. General Christian Answers

a. Generally speaking, Christians handle these issues by placing all people Gentile and Jew alike under the Law 

i. all are condemned to death in accordance with the Law's definitions of sin and its consequences for sin. 

b. We don’t disagree with this answer

i. We want to establish this approach by addressing the following:

1. is it the case that Gentiles are condemned to death in accordance with the Law given to the Jews? 

2. And how can this be given the fact that the Mosaic Law was not given to the Gentiles? 

IV. Premises and Definitions

a. Definition of Sin

i. Sin is properly and eternally defined as any deviation from the righteous character of God, whether in thought or word or deed. 

ii. since God is righteous, he must judge any deviation from his righteousness as unrighteous. 

iii. since God is just, he must 

1. separate himself from unrighteousness 

2. take steps to prevent the continuation or spread of unrighteousness and to bring unrighteousness to an end 

3. For this reason, God condemns those who deviate from his righteousness to 

a. separation from him, which is spiritual death 

b. physical death, which limits their time to proliferate/do evil

c. In this way he does both judge and destroy deviation from his righteousness 

b. Definition of the Law of Moses

i. The Law of Moses is the WRITTEN revelation of 

1. God's righteousness 

2. consequently what constitutes deviation from God's righteousness

3. the consequences for deviation from God's righteousness 

4. CONCLUSION: 

a. the Law does not invent sin by inventing a standard that previously did not exist

b. Rather, the Law becomes the written revelation of an existing standard for sin 

c. The intent is that all mankind would be able to know what was sin and what was righteousness through the written explanation and evidence of was the Law of Moses itself


5. APPLICATION to the topic:

a. even though the Law of Moses came only to the Jews, the Law of Moses was the plain, written revelation to the whole world of the standard of God and the consequence for deviation 

b. The Law is the ultimate and most detailed form of the already existing standard given in written form for the first time 

c. In other words, the Law of Moses made plain to all men what it was that all men were condemned for (under death)
d. the Law of Moses does, in fact, become the documentation against the Gentiles as well

i. it reveals to the whole world what was sinful in God's eyes and what the whole world was condemned for in the first place

V. Was there Previous Revelations of this Standard Before the Law of Moses?

a. Before the Law of Moses was given these things were made plain

i. in nature

ii. in men's hearts

iii. NOT in concrete, written form

VI. Paul’s Case against the Gentiles

a. What is Romans 1 about?

i. Paul begins to layout the case of condemnation against all men, Jew and Gentile

ii. Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

1. we can see Paul is talking to and about both Jews and Greeks

2. further context will indicate this as well

iii. Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness

1. NOTICE: God’s wrath against all ungodliness of men

2. In verses 18, Paul begins to explain how it is that all mankind has been condemned, both Gentile and Jew alike

a. If sin is the transgression of the Law, then how will Paul be able to condemn the Gentiles who had received no Law?

b. How will Paul be able to condemn men who lived before the Mosaic Law was given?

iv. Romans 1:19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 

1. God has showed “to them” (men) what can be known about God

2. NOTICE the word “because”

a. The wrath of God is revealed against men BECAUSE that which may be know of God was shown to them by God himself

3. when and how did God reveal these things?

v. Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  

1. NOTICE: Paul does not say, God revealed these things in the Law

2. Instead, Paul says that God revealed these things…

a. When? “from the creation of the world”

b. How? “clearly seen” and “being understood by the things that are made”

c. Even God’s eternal power and Godhead are evident from the creation of the world in the visible creation

3. these invisible things of God were so plainly seen in creation that “men are without excuse” for their disobedience

a. without excuse for what?

i. for their sinful behavior (ungodliness and unrighteousness)

ii. because God's judgment of unrighteousness was made clearly visible and was even understood from the beginning in the creation itself


1. even without the Law

b. even without the Law/before the Law men were without excuse because God and his will was THAT CLEAR just from the created world

c. it could be deduced from what could be seen in the natural world

d. this is called “natural theology”

i. Paul appeals to it, particularly to the Gentiles, from time to time

ii. Romans 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:

iii. 1 Corinthians 11:14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?

vi. TIMEFRAME REFERENCE:

1. Moses lived and gave the Law in about the 13th century BC

a. That means that men were living, sinning, and DYING for at least 2,700 years BEFORE the Law was ever given

2. Abraham lived about the 17th or 16th century BC

a. That means that men were living, sinning, and DYING for at least 2,300 years or so BEFORE there was such a thing as a Jew

3. Adam received the command not to eat of the tree of knowledge (Genesis 2:16-17)

4. Noah had received the command not to kill (Genesis 9:5-6)

5. But what standard of behavior were all the rest of these men condemned for in that timeperiod?

6. Paul has answered that question

a. The standard was revealed in nature itself so clearly that men were condemned without excuse

vii. Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen… 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

1. NOTICE the progression here:

a. V. 20 – From creation things of God clearly revealed by God to men so that they are without excuse for their behavior

b. V. 21-22 – they knew God but THEN after knowing him, their foolish hearts were darkened and they became fools

c. V. 25 – as they pursued their own desires, they changed the truth of God into a lie

i. This “new truth” allowed them to do as they wished 

ii. whereas the old truth that had been revealed to them condemned such behavior

2. Paul speaks of this also in Ephesians 4:17-20

3. CONCLUSION: 

a. Mankind didn’t start off ignorant and without the standard

b. Mankind started off with knowledge of God and gave it up in order to pursue what they KNEW was wrong

c. Man did not “retain” (Paul’s word) what God had made clear in nature itself

viii. Example

1. Genesis 39:7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me 8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
2. there was no written Law and no verbal revelation of the 10 Commandments at this time

3. the Seventh-Day Adventists are incorrect when they assert this as evidence that the 10 Commandments had been given before the Law

4. According to Paul, Joseph knew this was wrong because it had been clearly  revealed in the visible created world from the beginning of the world 


ix. Which behaviors were revealed to be wrong by nature?

1. Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:
a. Notice the things on this list. 

i. Many of them would later become part of the 10 Commandments. 

ii. But even before the 10 Commandments were given, God's wrath against fornication, covetousness, murder, deceit, and disobeying parents were all understood by men from the beginning of the world.

1. **Notice that there is no mention of the Sabbath or Sabbath breaking in this list

2. the Sabbath was not an eternal requirement as the Seventh Day Adventists claim 

iii. According to Paul in verses 18-20 God's judgment against such things was clearly seen in the visible created world. 

x. Was the punishment for such behavior also revealed?

1. Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

a. Not only the crimes but the punishment was also clearly seen in nature

b. NOTICE: the repetition in chapter 2:1 of the phrase that man is inexcusable just as we saw in chapter 1:20

c. Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
i. The inclusion of the word "therefore" indicates that Paul is basing this statement upon the evidence he has just presented in the previous verses. 

ii. Thus, Paul is saying that men are without excuse because they performed such acts as fornication, coveting, murder, deceit, and disobedience to parents knowing from the beginning that God judged such things as unrighteous and that the penalty for them was death.

2. Romans 2:2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?

a. Paul has NOT mentioned the Law at all in any of the previous verses up to this point

b. Therefore, Paul is not talking about the judgments of the Law, but he is talking about the judgments revealed from the beginning of the world in the visible creation
xi. Paul goes on to talk more about those who sinned WITHOUT the Law

1. this means all men before Moses and non-Jews after Moses

2. Romans 2:12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 

a. That men can sin without the Law indicates that the standard of God was revealed before the Mosaic Law 

b. That men can sin without the Law indicates that the Law was only the ultimate form of the standard, not the only form
3. Romans 2:13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. 14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)

a. The Gentiles “do by nature the things contained in the law” 

b. Even without the Law the things contained in the Law are known to the Gentiles

c. The things contained in the Law are written on the Gentiles hearts, even though the Gentiles didn’t receive or have the written Law

d. This means the Law is simply the ultimate, most detailed form and the written form of the things contained revealed to mankind by God in the visible natural world 

xii. What then is the function of the Law given the fact that the things revealed in the Law were known already and were revealed in the created world since the beginning?

1. there is a preservation quality to written words that oral tradition does not have

a. since part of the problem was that men were not retaining the knowledge of God given to them in nature and carried on in oral tradition, the solution was to “write it down” for them

b. this would help with preservation and with oral tradition

i. Deuteronomy 11:19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

2. The purpose of the Law was to codify and spell out in writing and in detail the things revealed in creation from the beginning and known already in the hearts of those who did not have the Law. 

3. Therefore, both the Gentiles and the Jews are condemned according to the words of the Law because the Law itself was simply the written revelation of what God had already revealed and made known to men by the visible creation since the beginning. 

4. Because the Law of Moses is the ultimate, most detailed revelation of God’s standard, the Law is the list of grievances for which both Jew and Gentile are condemned. 

a. Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

i. Even though the Gentiles did not receive the Law, the Law is still the list of grievances against the Gentiles as well because the Law simply spelled out the following sins and requirements that were ALREADY made known by visible creation and applied to the Gentiles: 

ii. Therefore, as the ultimate form of God’s standard, when Jesus removed the Mosaic Law by his death and resurrection, he removed all the condemnation against men

1. we’ll get more into this in the next section of the study

VII. Summary of what was revealed by God in nature BEFORE the Law

a. What acts were sinful (Romans 1:29-31)

b. That death was the punishment for such acts (Romans 1:32)

c. That sacrifice was necessary to redeem men from their sinfulness

VIII. BEFORE the Law, did men know sacrifice was necessary to redeem from sin?

a. Genesis 3:7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons...21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.
i. Genesis 3:7, as a result of their sin Adam and Eve realized that they were naked

1. This was sufficient to clothe them in the sense of merely hiding their bodies

2. Yet in verse 21 we find that God himself kills an animal (or animals) and makes clothes for Adam and Eve from the skins

3. This is the first hint that mankind's sin would require death and blood to "cover us" from our shame and nakedness

a. Revelation 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.
b. Genesis 12:2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of...8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.

i.  of course God told Abraham to offer Isaac as an offering, but notice that Abraham is not confused as to what an offering is

ii. Abraham was already acquainted with the pre-existing notion of using "a lamb for a burnt offering

iii. Where did Abraham get that idea? How did Abraham become acquainted with the idea of sacrificing an animal as a way of appeasing or pleasing God?

c. Genesis 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:

i. prior to Cain and Abel, the only record we have of killing animals as part of an arrangement between God and man comes from Genesis 3:21 in which God gave Adam and Eve animal skins to cover their nakedness

ii. The Bible does not tell us how Cain and Abel knew this practice of offering fruits and animals to God to appease and please him

iii. But we know from the Bible that the notion of offering fruit of the harvest and lambs to God was understood from the beginning, from the days of Cain and Abel

1. It was so well known that Abraham was accustomed to it

2. And so was Jacob

d. Genesis 31:54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 

i. prior to this verse the word "offering" was used as in the cases of Cain, Abel, and Abraham

ii. But here the word "sacrifice" appears. The definition for this Hebrew word is found below. 

1. 02077 zebach {zeh'-bakh}

from 02076; TWOT - 525a; n m

AV - sacrifice 155, offerings 6, offer 1; 162

1) sacrifice

1a) sacrifices of righteousness

1b) sacrifices of strife

1c) sacrifices to dead things

1d) the covenant sacrifice

1e) the passover

1f) annual sacrifice

1g) thank offering

iii. the idea of killing an animal to make reconciliation with God was already known in the times of Genesis hundreds (even thousands) of years before the Law of Moses

iv. Paul explained in Romans 1 and 2 that sins and the punishment for sin were revealed plainly from the beginning in the visible creation

v. So, from these examples we can also see that the need for a sacrifice to redeem mankind from sin was also known from the beginning long before the Law

1. the Law was not the origination of these things

2. the Law was simply the ultimate form of these things

IX. Paul’s Conclusion

a. The Law Makes Known the Guilt of the Gentiles

b. Romans 3:9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

i. Paul states his conclusion that he has proved both Jews and Gentiles are all under sin

ii. This then also demonstrates that the passages we examined in depth from Romans 1:18-2:15 was meant by Paul as his explanation and proof for why the Gentiles were condemned even though they had not received the Law as the Jews had

c. **Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

i. We should note that the word for "world" in this verse is the Greek word "kosmos" (Strong's No. 2889)

ii. 2889 kosmos {kos'-mos}

probably from the base of 2865; TDNT - 3:868,459; n m

AV - world 186, adorning 1; 187

1) an apt and harmonious arrangement or constitution, order, government

2) ornament, decoration, adornment, i.e. the arrangement of the stars, 'the heavenly hosts', as the ornament of the heavens. 1 Pet. 3:3

3) the world, the universe
4) the circle of the earth, the earth
5) the inhabitants of the earth, men, the human family
6) the ungodly multitude; the whole mass of men alienated from God,
iii. Notice that this word "kosmos" implies specifically the Gentiles and not just the Jews. 

1. It refers to the world at large in general and not simply to God's people. 

iv. while Paul begins by saying that the words of the Law apply to those to whom the Law was given, he concludes by saying that the result of the Law was to make all mankind guilty. 

v. If the Law applies only to the Jews to whom it was given, then how can the result be that all men are made guilty by it, even those who were Gentiles and not Jews? 

vi. The answer is simple. The Law made the Gentiles guilty because, although they had no excuse before, there was now a written and declared code explaining right and wrong as well as the standards and requirements of God. 

1. The Law then was given to the Jews but it was a declaration to all mankind of sin, of death, and of the need for sacrifice for redemption. 

2. The Law was a written declaration given to the Jews of things declared in creation from the beginning that applied to all men. 

X. Part of the Jews Duty

a. to proclaim the Law among the nations so that all men would know the standard even if they did not see it in the natural world

b. to preserve the Law for future generations 

c. Consider the following passage as evidence that the Jews understood that the Law of Moses was supposed to be made known unto the Gentile nations

i. Acts 15:5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses. 6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter...13 And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me...19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.
1. In this passage, some of the Jews who were turning to Christ after the ascension were arguing that the Gentile converts were required to keep the Law of Moses. 

2. the apostles come together to decide this matter. 

3. During the discussion, James begins to speak. 

4. James' conclusion is that the Gentiles should not be required to keep the Law of Moses. 

a. what reason does he give for this? 

b. verse 21 – The reason that James did not think that the Gentiles should be required to keep the Law of Moses is because the Law of Moses had been preached in every city from the "old time." 

c. Now, what does the fact that Moses had been preached in every city have to do with the Gentiles keeping the Law? 

i. James is arguing that Moses had been preached in every city so that the Gentiles were now aware of what was contained in it. 

ii. The purpose of the Law of Moses as a declaration of God's standards and requirements to the Gentiles had been fulfilled. (Not that this was the only purpose of the Law.) 

iii. James knew that the Law was supposed to be preached to the Gentiles so that the Gentiles would be made aware of God's standards and requirements. 

iv. In fact, James understood that this had been sufficiently accomplished "in every city" since ancient times to the extent that it was no longer necessary to assert the Law among the Gentiles. 

XI. Section Conclusions

a. when we say that Christ redeemed mankind by removing the Law for both Jews and Gentiles, this is an accurate statement for the following reasons: 

i. Because the Law was merely the ultimate, written declaration of things God had already revealed in the visible creation to all men. As such the contents of the Law were not exclusive to the Jews even though the Jews were the only ones to receive the Law. 

ii. Because even the Jews understood that the Law was supposed to be proclaimed among the Gentiles so that the Gentiles would understand their guilt before God, sin, the punishment of death, and the need for sacrificial atonement and redemption. This understanding is evidenced by both James in Acts 15:21 and Paul in Romans 3:19. 

iii. RESULT: when Christ removed the Law of Moses, he likewise answered and removed all the things revealed by God before the Law since the Law was simply the ultimate expression of those things in written form and greater detail. 

1. This is why men have always died even before the Law of Moses and why men were counted as sinners even before the Law of Moses was given. 

2. **The uniqueness of the Law was that it was the declaration of these pre-existing judgments in detail, in written form, and in the form of a civil code of government over a specific nation. 

XII. CLARIFICATION NO. 1

a. we do NOT mean to indicate that those who lived before the flood, before Abraham, and before the Law was given through Moses were condemned by the Mosaic Law. 

i. they did not have the Mosaic Law in their day, so they could not be condemned according to what was revealed in it

1. that’s a simple matter of progressive revelation and the grammatical historical method of interpretation

b. passages to consider

i. Romans 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.
ii. Romans 5:13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

1. NOTICE: “similitude of Adam’s transgression”

iii. where there is no Law, there is no transgression of the Law

1. those who lived and died before Moses or who were non-Jews after Moses did not transgress the Law of Moses

2. NOTICE: even though there was no “Law,” Paul clearly states that there was still sin in the world BEFORE the Law

a. BEFORE the Law came, sin was defined as the transgression of the standard that had been revealed in nature up to that point

b. Only AFTER the Law came was sin defined as the transgression of the Law
3. those who lived and died before Moses transgressed what had been revealed in nature and so were condemned to die for doing so, given that they also knew from nature that death was the punishment

a. Genesis 39:7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me 8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
b. Joseph knew that adultery with his master’s wife was a sin against God and new knew there would be punishment for such sin

c. How did he know that there would be punishment for sins?

i. Because Genesis 2:16-17 and Genesis 3:9-19 had already occurred and were already known before the time of Joseph

ii. So, they knew that sinning against God meant death

XIII. CLARIFICATION NO. 1

a. The Jewish Law contains many regulations and details beyond what Paul states was revealed in the visible world

b. The Law of Moses consisted of 3 essential categories or components

i. the moral law

1. The moral law taught right and wrong

ii. the ceremonial law

1. The ceremonial law included such things as the sacrificial rites and feast days, which were intended to teach about the need for and requirements for redemption

2. This aspect of the Law also foreshadowed the Gospel in symbolic form.

iii. the civil law

1. dealt with the theocratic government of Israel under the Law of Moses, including prescribing penalties for crimes

iv. As can be clearly seen by Paul's arguments in Romans 1 and 2 and particularly in verses 28-32 above, the Gentiles were condemned according to the moral law and not the ceremonial law or the civil law contained in the Law of Moses. 

1. Thus, although sacrifices had been around since the time of Cain and Abel, there was no law requiring sacrifices until the Law of Moses. 

2. Furthermore, the Gentiles were not condemned for their failure to practice feast days or sabbaths either, since these had not been revealed in the visible world either. 

3. The Sabbath falls under this category as well, since God told the Jews that keeping the Sabbath was the token of this covenant between Him and them.

a. Exodus 31:14 Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 15 Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.
XIV. RETAINING the Knowledge of God

a. Paul taught in Romans 1 and 2 that mankind "knew God" (v. 21) before the Law was given through the things revealed in the visible world. 

b. He also taught that "their foolish hearts were darkened" (v. 21) because "they did not like to retain God in their knowledge," (v. 28). 

c. So, we can start to see from this how important it is to God and to us that we maintain the knowledge of God that has previously been revealed. 

d. If we show disregard for what God has previously revealed and do not do what it takes to retain that prior revelation then we are in danger of having our hearts darkened as well. 

e. Let us establish this Biblical trend further. 

i. Genesis 18:17 And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; 18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 

1. Notice that Genesis 18 tells us at least part of the reason why God chose Abraham. 

2. Note that verse 19 begins with the word "For," which indicates that in verse 19 God is giving the reason for the things he has spoken of in verse 18. 

3. In other words, according to God, Abraham will become a great nation and through him the nations of the earth will be blessed because he will command his children after him to keep the way of the LORD and God's judgments. 

4. And notice the word "that" in the phrase "that the LORD may bring upon Abraham." 

5. The use of the word "that" here again connects this statement with the preceding statement. 

6. Thus, verse 19 is saying that God's fulfilling his promises to Abraham comes about because of the fact that Abraham will command his children after him to keep the way of the LORD. In other words, God knew that Abraham and his family would retain the knowledge of God. 

f. And the following passages demonstrate just how much Abraham did just that. 

i. Genesis 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth... 5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man. 6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man. 

1. Here in Genesis 9, God tells Noah and his sons that if any man sheds the blood of another, God will require it of him. 

g. Now, look what Reuben and Joseph's brothers said when concerning their plot to get rid of Joseph. 

i. Genesis 37:22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 

ii. Genesis 42:22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required.
1. Reuben and Joseph and their brothers were Abraham's great grandchildren. 

2. Yet we clearly see that Reuben was aware of God's command to Noah after the flood. 

3. Reuben knew that God had told Noah not to shed a man's blood. 

4. And Reuben knew that if any man shed another man's blood, even his brother's blood, God would require it of him. 

5. This is why Reuben first tells his brothers not to shed Joseph's blood and then, thinking their actions led to Joseph's death, he acknowledges that Joseph's blood would be required of them. 

6. These are the exact words spoken to Noah. 

7. And yet Abraham passed them on to Isaac, and Isaac to Jacob (Israel), and Jacob to Reuben and his brothers. 

8. Even if they were not all abiding by it, the knowledge of God and his judgments was being retained and passed on from one generation to the next in this family. 

h. in Romans 1 and 2 Paul talks about how the Gentiles did not retain such knowledge but their hearts became darkened. 

i. But could the same failure to retain the knowledge of God and his judgments occur in the Church? 

ii. Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:
1. Notice the remarkable similarity between Ephesians 4:13-18 and Romans 1:18-32. 

2. In Romans 1 and 2, Paul is discussing the condemnation of the Gentiles. 

a. In Ephesians 4, we know from the use of the phrase "other Gentiles" that Paul is here speaking to Gentiles. 

3. In Romans 1:21, Paul says the Gentiles "knew God" and did not "retain God in their knowledge." 

a. Here in Ephesians 4:13, Paul speaks of "the knowledge of the Son of God." 

4. In Romans 1:21, Paul speaks of the Gentiles becoming "vain in their imaginations." 

a. Here in Ephesians 4:17, Paul warns these Gentiles not to walk " in the vanity of their mind" even "as other Gentiles" do. 

5. In Romans 1:21, Paul refers to the Gentiles "foolish hearts" being "darkened." 

a. Here in Ephesians 4:18, Paul reminds these Gentiles of other Gentiles who have had their "understanding darkened" through the "blindness of their hearts." 

6. In Romans 1:25, Paul speaks of the Gentiles who "changed the truth of God into a lie." 

a. Here in Ephesians 4:14, Paul warns these Gentiles of men who "lie in weight to deceive." 

7. So, it is clear that in Ephesians 4, Paul is reminding the Gentile Christians of the historic trend among other Gentiles in which they do not retain the knowledge revealed by God but become vain in their thinking. 

8. And how does Paul say that Christians can avoid this process and retain the knowledge revealed by the Son of God? 

a. in verse 14 where he says that Christians should no longer be "tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine." 

i. CONCLUSION: 

i. the key to retaining the knowledge of the Son of God is to remain in the sound doctrine handed down by the Apostles. 
ii. Deviation in doctrine away from the original teaching of the Apostles will lead to the failure to retain the knowledge of God, which has now been revealed to us in the visible world, in the Law, and ultimately through Jesus Christ and the doctrine he revealed to the Apostles. 
iii. This is why it is so important for the modern Church to return to the doctrine handed down by the Apostles to the early Church and to remove the influences of pagan philosophy, including Gnosticism and other heresies in general. 
iv. The extent to which the Church moves away from the doctrine handed down by the Apostles to the early Church is the extent to which our understanding is darkened and our thoughts become blind and subject to vanity (which is to be devoid of truth.)
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