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The Role of the Holy Spirit

I. Introduction

i. (Note to the Reader: Arguments in this study presuppose the conclusions established in our article series on…

1. the Charismatic Movement 

2. Spiritual Warfare

ii. to determine what role we can truly expect the Holy Spirit to play in our INDIVIDUAL DAILY lives

1. in determining correct doctrine 

2. in convicting us of sin

3. in showing us what decisions we should make in particular situations of life that the Bible doesn’t speak to specifically


iii. along the way we will also be identifying wrong perceptions of the Holy Spirit’s role in such matters

1. we will be examining the extent to which certain perceptions of the Holy Spirit’s role might effectively replace the Bible as the primary indicator for what we should do or believe

a. Scenario 1

i. PROBLEM: the Bible might be viewed as too complex and confusing

ii. RESULT: we cannot be certain about what it means or teaches in practical terms

iii. SOLUTION: rely on the Holy Spirit to tell us about doctrine directly without reconciling the confusing and intricate Biblical passages

b. Scenario 2

i. PROBLEM: the Bible might be viewed as insufficient because it only deals with general items and does not tell us what to do in specific situations like 

1. who to marry, 

2. what to do for a living, 

3. where to live

4. or any of the other specific decisions that we have to make throughout our day to day lives

ii. RESULT: we are without guidance for these situations and so we could do something God doesn’t want or won’t bless

1. as if there might be sins or requirements for us that are not listed in the Bible

iii. SOLUTION: we need a word or direction from the Holy Spirit to govern these more specific situations

c. in some cases, the Bible might be viewed as “the dead and dry written word”

i. so you need a “fresh, living word from God for the now.” 

iv. we will be treating inward leadings from the Holy Spirit as hypothetical

II. Underlying Concerns

a. the issues of replacing objectivity with subjectivity in moral, doctrinal, and practical day-to-day matters

b. vocabulary

i. The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language: Fourth Edition, 2000.

ii. subjective 

ADJECTIVE:


1a. Proceeding from or taking place in a person's mind rather than the external world: a subjective decision. 

1b. Particular to a given person; personal: subjective experience.
2. Moodily introspective. 

3. Existing only in the mind; illusory. 

4. Psychology Existing only within the experiencer's mind.



iii. objective 

ADJECTIVE:


1. Of or having to do with a material object. 
2. Having actual existence or reality. 
3a. Uninfluenced by emotions or personal prejudices: an objective critic. 

3b. Based on observable phenomena; presented factually: an objective appraisal.
c. Commentary

i. The Bible

1. The Bible is an object that exists outside of our minds

2. everything about it can be viewed and analyzed by anyone and everyone

a. its contents, 

b. its words, 

c. its phrases, 

d. its composition, 

e. the underlying original manuscripts

3. Conclusions about it can be compared and evaluated based upon agreed upon criteria 

4. All of these factors make the Bible an objective means for determining truth

ii. INWARD leadings from the Holy Spirit 

1. (NOTE: “Outward” leadings such as an audible voice heard by everyone falls into a different category)

2. INWARD leadings are inherently subjective in nature

3. can manifest as 

a. feelings, 

b. words in our thoughts, 

c. or strong impressions of some kind, 

d. etc.

4. but the contents and meaning of each prompting are experienced and evaluated ONLY by the individual recipient

a. Because these leadings occur in the mind or heart of each individual, no one else has access to the content or character of these leadings 

b. And, therefore, no one else can evaluate them or even perceive them 

5. All of these things make inward leadings of the Holy Spirit a subjective truth standard 

a. because the only access to them is in the mind of each individual. 

6. **And when a truth standard can only be accessed in the mind of each individual, then each individual Christian effectively becomes his or her own authority of truth and morality.

iii. Relevance

1. the matters under investigation here are of the greatest importance 

2. these questions deal with what fills the role of the Christian’s authority in matters of 

a. truth, 

b. morality, 

c. daily and lifelong choices in specific situations

d. and even conscience 

iv. Pressing Questions

1. Are such things as truth and morality determined by things that we hear and feel in our hearts and minds? 

2. Or are these things determined by what we read in the Bible? (Or perhaps a combination of the two.) 

3. And which one should we turn to and rely upon first and most often, what we hear or feel in our hearts and minds or what we read in the Bible? 

5. Summary

a. in seeking to answer the question of what role the Holy Spirit plays in our individual decision-making, we will also be attempting to understand and reconcile the relationship between

i. the role of the Holy Spirit 

ii. and the role of the Bible

III. Organization

a. Introductory Problem

i. Generally speaking, the doctrinal concepts involved in this study are not systematically established

ii. Therefore, to some extent, it will be difficult to cover this topic systematically

iii. In the New Testament there are passages describing the role of the Holy Spirit in 

1. drawing all men, 

2. in the rebirth, 

3. in distributing the charismatic gifts, 

4. in helping us testify of Jesus Christ, 

5. in teaching us truth, 

6. and in helping us develop the fruit of the Spirit

iv. However, the doctrines under investigation deal with how the Holy Spirit leads us inwardly through 

1. words, 

2. thoughts, 

3. impressions, 

4. hesitations, 

5. feelings of peace, 

6. (persistent) desires, etc. 

v. passages to support these ideas are drawn from 

1. a variety of isolated passages, 

2. often without drawing a broader, systematic connection between them 

vi. Of course, our goal is to be as orderly and systematic as possible in our investigation 

1. Since that is the case, we will cover this topic in a manner consistent with the way it these doctrines are often discussed or asserted 

a. doctrines regarding inward leading by the Holy Spirit are often supported or conveyed in terms of popularized phrases derived from similar phrases in scripture

b. These phrases from scripture become technical phrases that signify the entire underlying perception that has been attached to them in modern Christian circles. 

c. For example, the phrase “We are to be led by the Spirit of God” originates from similar-sounding statements found in scripture

d. This phrase and the related scripture then also function as the support structure for the idea that Christians should be directed by inward leadings from the Holy Spirit 

i. without further consideration of the context of the scriptural passages where such phrases originate   

b. Resulting Approach

i. we believe that the most efficient and systematic way to examine this topic is according to the common phrases typically used to sum up and asset them 

1. This will allow us to 

a. look at each various form of these doctrines of inward leaning 

b. and to analyze their scriptural support one by one and up close 

ii. Of course, along the way we hope to 

1. not only discard anything that cannot be supported in scripture 

2. but also to build up a sound understanding of what role the Holy Spirit does play in the daily lives of individual believes

c. Topic by Topic

i. here are some of the most common phrases and articulations used to assert and support the various formulations of the doctrine that one role of the Holy Spirit is to guide Christian decision-making by means of inward promptings of one kind or another with regard to 

1. moral behavior, 

2. doctrine, 

3. and even practical living issues 

ii. the List

1. The Holy Spirit guides us through words of wisdom, words of knowledge, and prophecy.

2. The Holy Spirit gives us supernatural discernment.

3. The Holy Spirit gives us the right words to speak.

4. Let the Peace of God reign in our hearts. 

5. The sons of God are led by the Spirit of God.

6. The Holy Spirit testifies to us inwardly.

7. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin.

8. The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth.

9. Spiritual things are spiritually discerned.

d. Summary

i. For simplicity, from this point forward we will refer to these as our 9 constructs

1. we will examine each construct one at a time

ii. As we can see, all of these phrases contain a notable similarity to familiar scripture passages. 

1. But does that mean the modern doctrines that many people imply when they say these phrases are true, just because they sound so similar to scripture? 

a. That is a question we’ll have to answer as we proceed ahead. 

b. But, at least simply on the surface, we can see how any number of these phrases seems to lend itself greatly to supporting the doctrine that Christian decision-making about morality, doctrine, and practical daily issues are to be determined by inward leadings from the Holy Spirit

IV. Words Of Wisdom, Words Of Knowledge, And Prophecy

a. Construct No. 1: The Holy Spirit guides us through words of wisdom, words of knowledge, and prophecy.

i. Primary Implications: 

1. To some extent our acceptance or rejection of individual behaviors and doctrine as well as our response to certain people, circumstances, and opportunities should be and can be determined by means of words of wisdom, words of knowledge, or the operation of a prophetic gift given by the Holy Spirit. 

ii. Support: 

1. Support for this notion comes in two basic forms from scripture. 

a. First, there are passages of scripture, which plainly teach about charismatic gifts such as these.

i. Instructions about these gifts can be found in the following New Testament passages: 

1. 1 Corinthians 12-14, Romans 12:4-9, Ephesians 4:11-12, and 1 John 4:1-3.  

b. Second, there are passages of scripture where we see these gifts in operation during a historic account involving historic figures. 

i. New Testament passages recording specific events where these particular gifts were in operation through historic figures include: 

1. Acts 8:29, Acts 11:27-28, Acts 13:2, Acts 16:6-7, Acts 19:6, Acts 21:8-12, Acts 22:21, and John’s writing of the Book of Revelation.

2. Perhaps certain events and phenomena in Jesus’ ministry as recorded in the Gospels might also provide examples of these gifts in operation. 

2. Of all these passages, perhaps the most direct support for this first construct comes from Paul’s instructions about charismatic gifts in 1 Corinthians 12.

iii. Main Texts:

1. 1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

iv. Analysis

1. Introductory Notes

a. As we can see, the support for Construct No. 2 and the gift of discernment comes from this passage as well

i. We will examine that more in our next section, but 

b. for now we will focus only on the phrases, 

i. “word of wisdom,” 

ii. “word of knowledge,” 

iii. and “prophecy.” 

2. Defining the Arguments

a. There is no argument with regard to whether or not such things occurred in the early Church of the first few centuries. 

b. As a matter of historic record, these gifts did occur at that time. 

c. But, in short, the main problem with using this passage to support the doctrine that the Holy Spirit leads Christians in their decision-making today, is that these gifts stopped occurring sometime during the late second or perhaps third century AD.

3. Presuppositions and Prerequisites

a. the points addressed in this study presuppose the conclusions of our Charismatic study

i. we will not spend any time arguing those points again in this current study

ii.  we will simply present the conclusions

b. reading and understanding the arguments presented in our Charismatic article series is a necessary prerequisite to this study

c. We have established the following conclusions in exhaustive detail in our article series on the Charismatic Movement

4. History

a. There is a notable, widespread, and documented absence of these gifts in the historical record since the second and third centuries, 

i. in the wake of this fact, a person cannot simply assume that his or her own internal feelings and impressions are manifestations of these long-absent gifts 

b. First, a person would have to explain 

i. how they acquired these gifts, 

ii. how these gifts were passed to them, and from whom 

iii. The inescapable significance of such questions is also expounded in greater detail in our Charismatic article series 

c. And consequently, assuming credibility to our own inner feelings and impressions, without first considering these questions, would be unjustified, ignorant, and hasty to say the least 

5. Verifying the occurrence of inner leadings

a. gifts such as miraculous healing or a multiplication of loaves and fishes, for example, can be observed and verified by others

b. But whether or not a person’s own inner feelings or impressions are supernatural in origin is entirely a matter of his or her own assessment

i. since no one else has access to the character or nature of the inner leadings that each individual receives in his or her own heart and thoughts

c. if the inner leadings were specific, could be expressed in particular words, and were always 100 percent accurate to the letter 

i. then we would have something that could be observed by others and verified

d. But when the inner leadings are merely vague feelings or only partially accurate at best, 

i. then the supernatural origin of these impressions is suspect 

ii. and, furthermore, whether or not it is supernatural is strictly a matter of the individual recipient’s own assessment

iii. Unfortunately, vagueness and inaccuracy typify the inner leadings that are commonplace today

6. Logical Errors and Necessities

a. passages such as 1 Corinthians 12 most certainly demonstrate that members of the early Church did receive guidance by the Holy Spirit through 

i. words of knowledge, 

ii. words of wisdom, 

iii. and prophecy

b. this fact by itself does not automatically mean that our own inner thoughts and feelings are supernaturally led

i. its simply begs the question

ii. The formulation becomes “The early Church received words of knowledge, therefore, my own inner impressions should be accepted as divine guidance from the Holy Spirit”

1. this is a completely unfounded non sequitur

2. A non sequitur is a type of logical error whose name is derived from a Latin phrase, which means, “it does not follow.”

3. In this case, the idea that my own inner impressions are from God does not follow from the simple fact that the early Church received words of knowledge and such from God

7. Summary

a. it is nothing more than circular reasoning to assume

i. that your own inner feelings and impressions are authentic manifestations of New Testament supernatural gifts

ii. and then to appeal to New Testament teaching as evidence that these inner impressions are supernatural

b. The bottom line is that appeals to 1 Corinthians 12, and all of the other passage where the supernatural gifts are discussed, do not in any way 

i. substantiate a person’s own assessment that their inner feelings and impressions are the leadings of the Holy Spirit 

ii. provide any help in determining what the role the Holy Spirit plays in our decision-making regarding 

1. behavior, 

2. doctrine, 

3. and practical daily living 

4. during a period of history when words of knowledge, words of wisdom, and prophecy have passed away  

8. Proof from the terms themselves

a. the use of the phrase “word of knowledge” and “word of wisdom” with regard to these spiritual gifts

i. strongly indicates that those two gifts manifest in the form of words from the Holy Spirit, which could be recorded clearly word for word

1. Acts 8:29 

2. Acts 13:2

b. Because these 2 gifts are called “words,” we cannot use the existence of these gifts in the New Testament to support the idea of being led through feelings or impressions

i. Instead, we would expect them to be “words” or “statements” rather than feelings or impressions

v. Conclusion

1. references to the occurrence of words of wisdom, words of knowledge, and prophecy during the first two centuries do not, on their own, provide substantiation for modern doctrines that our inner feelings and impressions can be considered leadings from the Holy Spirit

V. Supernatural Discernment

a. Construct No. 2: The Holy Spirit gives us supernatural discernment.

i. Introductory Comments

1. The main issue with this second construct is identical to Construct No. 1

a. The main issue with this second construct is identical to Construct No. 1

2. However, we wanted to single it out so that we could make a few more specific points concerning misunderstandings about this specific supernatural gift

ii. Support:

1. Once again, there are two types of passages regarding this gift

a. There are passages such as 1 Corinthians 12, which provide instructions about the gift

b. there are other passages, such as Acts 16:16-18 where we see this gift in operation through historic figures

i. and even perhaps other accounts in the Gospels during the life of Jesus

iii. Main Texts

1. 1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

iv. Primary Implications:

1. In the modern context, this gift is used to assert that the Holy Spirit guides us in decision-making by giving us supernatural discernment in such matters with regard to 

a. people, 

b. situations, 

c. moral behavior, 

d. and even doctrine 

2. In other words, by the working of the Holy Spirit we can know whether or not something is good or bad supernaturally

a. without having to rationally investigate or analyze the situation

i. a person, 

ii. situation, 

iii. behavior, 

iv. or even a doctrine 

3. It is suggested that this discernment takes the form of some sort of 

a. inward prompting, 

b. feeling, 

c. or perhaps even direct statements

v. Analysis

1. There are 2 problems with using the gift of discernment as support for inward leadings of the Holy Spirit 

a. First and foremost, just like Construct No. 1, 

i. in the wake of the notable, widespread, and documented absence of these gifts in the historical record since the second and third centuries, 

1. a person cannot simply assume that his or her own internal feelings and impressions are manifestations of the long-absent gift of discernment 

ii. The bottom line is that appeals to 1 Corinthians 12, and all of the other passage where the gift of discernment is discussed, do not in any way substantiate a person’s own assessment that their inner feelings and impressions are the leadings of the Holy Spirit 

b. Second, it is inaccurate to call this the “gift of discernment” 

i. Calling this gift by the title of “gift of discernment” implies that a person with this gift could exercise supernatural discernment with regard to a broad range of things. 

1. However, that is not the most accurate title for the gift

ii. 1 Corinthians 12:10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:

iii. As we can see, the real title for this gift is “discerning of spirits,” 

iv. This gift did not pertain to supernaturally discerning all kinds of things like 

1. behavior, 

2. human motives, 

3. whether or not a relationship or situation would be good or bad, 

4. or even doctrine. 

v. This supernatural gift dealt only with the ability to discern if a person or a prophet was possessed by an evil spirit. 

vi. From this fact we learn several significant items. 

1. First, in the New Testament, demonic possession involved either one or both of the following characteristics 

a. Either the evil spirit would take over as the conscious operating will within the body in a visible way 

b. or the evil spirit would manifest some sort of long-term or debilitating illness, often including seizures. 

c. (For more information about this, please visit our study on Spiritual Warfare, which thoroughly establishes this conclusion.) 

d. because demonic possession in the New Testament always involved at least one of these two traits, 

i. it is not accurate to assert that someone is demon-possessed in cases where neither of these traits is exhibited

e. Furthermore, because the gift of discernment is about discerning evil spirits, 

i. this gift does not provide support for the idea of supernaturally discerning people’s motives or character in situations where the person involved does NOT exhibit one of these two traits of demonic possession 

2. Second, since Christians are, by definition, filled with the Holy Spirit

a. therefore, Christians cannot be possessed, 

b. thus, there is no way that the gift of discernment can be used to substantiate alleged supernatural abilities to discern things about Christians, including 

i. Christian doctrine, 

ii. or even why Christians believe or talk about certain doctrines 

iii. or why Christians act the way that they do

vi. Conclusions

1. the clear conclusion is that nothing about the gift of discernment of spirits substantiates the modern doctrine that Christians can exercise supernatural discernment regarding

a. people’s motives, 

b. other Christian’s motives, 

c. correct and incorrect moral behavior, 

d. correct and incorrect doctrine, 

e. or whether or not particular relationship or situations would be good or bad for us

VI. Giving Us the Right Words

a. Construct No. 3: The Holy Spirit gives us the right words to speak.

i. Introductory Comments

1. Because of overarching concerns regarding the Charismatic gifts, we have chosen to deal first with constructs having to do with appeals to passages about such supernatural gifts

2. Having established the problem with appealing to the Charismatic gifts to support modern notions about being led by inner promptings from the Holy Spirit, we can now turn our attention to some of the other ways such doctrines are asserted and supported

ii. Survey 

1. As we begin to move away from constructs that directly appeal to the charismatic gifts, one good place to start when investigating the role of the Holy Spirit would be Jesus’ own teachings in the Gospels on this subject

2. A quick survey of the Gospels reveals that the word “Spirit” occurs 85 times

a. Category 1

i. Of these 85 times, 11 of those times speak concerning the Holy Spirit and the rebirth

ii. Some of these 11 are teachings from John the Baptist, while others are from Jesus

iii. 4 verses declare the consequence of blaspheming the Holy Spirit

iv. Another 38 of verses are references to other spirits and not the Holy Spirit

v. Among these 85, there are 15 also passages that describe specific actions of the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus, 

vi. such as the incarnation or the descent upon him in the form of a dove

vii. Additionally, 2 verses refer to prophetic statements made by King David by the Holy Spirit

viii. 1 verse refers to John the Baptist’s father Zecharias prophesying

ix. 2 verses refer to John the Baptist being full of the Holy Spirit

x. and 3 verses describe Simeon

xi. the old prophet who was told he would not die until the Messiah came

xii. 1 verse about worshipping God in spirit and in truth and 1 verse about Jesus’ words being spirit and life

xiii. That equals a total of 78

b. Category 2

i. This leaves only 7 verses in the Gospels where Jesus himself teaches about the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of individual believers beyond the rebirth

1. These instructions from Jesus himself, including instructions about the rebirth, form the basis of the apostles’ later teachings about the primary role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of individual believers 

2. This we intend to show in detail throughout this study

ii. Of these 7 remaining verses, only 3 of them pertain to the construct we are currently examining

1. For now, we will focus on the 3 passages from the Gospels where Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit giving us the right words to speak

2. We will return to the other 4 verses in a later section of our study

iii. Main Texts

1. Matthew 10:18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.

2. Mark 13:9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them. 10 And the gospel must first be published among all nations.11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death.

3. Luke 12:11 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: 12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
iv. Analysis

1. As can be seen, in these passages, Jesus instructs his followers that when they are testifying before religious rulers and political authorities, God will give them the words to say by the power of the Holy Spirit

a. For the sake of argument we will not address the question of whether or not these passages refer to only the apostles or can be more broadly applied to all of us

2. this can certainly be defined as a role performed by the Holy Spirit in the life of individual believers after the rebirth, 

a. but it really doesn’t provide any support for the Holy Spirit’s role in daily decisions regarding 

i. morality, 

ii. doctrine, 

iii. or the practical issues of daily life 

3. The reason for this is simple

a. The role of the Holy Spirit depicted in these passages does not in any way pertain to our normal, day-to-day lives and the ordinary situations we encounter in daily living

b. Instead, these passages describe a role that the Holy Spirit would perform if we were to find ourselves in the unique situation of standing before religious or political rulers

c. Therefore, nothing in these passages provides any instruction regarding the role of the Holy Spirit in the ordinary affairs of the believer, 

i. including our decision-making about 

1. moral behavior, 

2. doctrine, 

3. and the practical issues of daily living

4. Conclusions

a. these passages do clearly deal with the role of the Holy Spirit concerning our offering testimony

i. The role of the Holy Spirit in these passages is to aid us in testifying before unbelievers, 

1. not to aid us in decision-making on any level

b. these passages offer no support for the idea of inward leadings from the Holy Spirit to guide us in decisions about morality, doctrine, and daily living

i. but we can conclude from these passages that the Holy Spirit does fill the role of providing us with the right words to speak when we testify before rulers

ii. (We will return to this point later on in our study)

c. given the notable, widespread, and documented absence of these gifts in the historical record since the second and third centuries

i. However, if this function of providing the right words to speak occurred as part of certain charismatic gifts such as words of wisdom, words of knowledge, or even prophecy, then we should conclude that this ability is no longer available to us at this point in time 

VII. The Peace of God in our Hearts

a. Construct No. 4: Let the Peace of God reign in our hearts.

i. Support:

1. As we will see, this popular phrase is taken from Colossians 3:15 and it is often associated with other passages such as Philippians 4:7.

ii. Main Texts:

1. Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

2. Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

iii. Primary Implications:

1. these two verses, especially when taken together, are used to support the doctrine that 

a. by giving us an inner peace about the choice he wants us to make

b. the Holy Spirit guides us in our decisions about

i. morality, 

ii. doctrine, 

iii. and practical daily issues 

2. By contrast, concerning choices that the Holy Spirit doesn’t want us to make we might also receive 

a. a hesitation 

b. or lack of peace 

3. The basis of this concept comes from the Greek word for “rule” in Colossians 3:15.

a. The word is “brabeuo” (Strong’s No. 1018),

i. which means, “to be an umpire, to decide, to direct, control, or rule.”

b. when coupled with Philippians 4:7, the suggestion becomes that the guidance provided by this inner peace 

i. this leading inner peace NOT confined to what we can understand or analyze with reason. 

iv. Colossians 3 – Analysis

1. there are two problems, which prevent us from interpreting these passages as the basis for such doctrine 

a. Both problems are issues of context 

2. Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

3. Contextual meaning

a. the subject of this passage is about Christians “getting along” with one another

b. This is more than sufficiently demonstrated in verse 13 by such phrases as 

i. “forbearing one another” 

ii. and “if any man have a quarrel”

c. when Paul writes, “let the peace of God rule in your hearts,” in verse 15

i. Paul is not talking about inner peace that guides our decision-making

ii. Paul is quite clearly talking about outward peace between one another in the Body of Christ, 

1. so that there are no quarrels, bitterness, or animosity

d. The idea of preserving peaceful unity among Christians is to rule in our hearts

i. Thus, the standard of peace motivates us to decide to forgive and forbear one another, 

ii. even when we do not wish to do so

iii. what is depicted here is “outward peace between one man and another” that is acting as an umpire whose ruling is for us to forgive and forbear one another

e. therefore, it is completely incompatible with the passage to assert, by contrast, that Colossians 3:15 is about 

i. inward peace to guide our decisions about 

1. right and wrong moral behavior, 

2. right and wrong doctrine, 

3. or healthy and harmful situations in daily life 

ii. No such concept or doctrine is even remotely in view in this passage

4. Summary Conclusions

a. since Colossians 3:15 does not support this doctrine

i. Philippians 4:7 is left to establish this doctrine on its own

ii. This leads us to our second problem

v. Philippians 4 – Analysis

1. Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

2. Comparison to Colossians 3

a. In Colossians 3:15, we saw that “the peace of God” was contrasted with quarrelling and un-forgiveness

b. the peace in Colossians 3 is a peace between one person and another, living in harmony

i. not an internal feeling of peace to guide in decision-making

3. Contextual meaning

a. A very similar case occurs here in Philippians 4

i. Here in Philippians 4, “the peace of God” is contrasted with worrying about the material things that we need

ii. Consequently, the peace in this passage is not an inward feeling of peace to guide our decisions either

iii. Instead, it is a peaceful reassurance that keeps us from getting anxious or worried about having our material needs met, 

1. even when we don’t understand how those needs will be met 

4. Related New Testament Teaching 

a. Vocabulary

i. The Greek word for “careful” in verse 6 is “merimnao

1. which means “to be anxious, to be troubled with cares.” 

ii. In this sense, Paul’s teaching is identical to Jesus’ own teaching

1. In fact, Paul’s teaching here is basically a short summary of Jesus’ words in Matthew 6

b. Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

c. Comparative Analysis

i. There are several things worth commenting on here in Matthew 6 – particularly because of the similarity to Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6-7

1. first of all, from verses 25 and 32 that Jesus’ comments here are about his followers becoming anxious for material needs such as 

a. food, 

b. drink, 

c. or clothing

2. Second, notice that in verse 32, Jesus states plainly that the Gentiles seek after such material things

a. This is interesting because Paul’s epistle to the Philippians is written to what is at least a predominantly Gentile congregation

3. Third, notice Jesus’ conclusion in verse 33

a. Verse 33 makes it clear that Jesus’ goal is to keep his followers from getting distracted by material needs from pursuing the kingdom of God

b. why? 

i. Because according to Jesus in verse 24, “No man can serve two masters.”

c. So, if his followers get focused on their material needs, 

i. then they will have difficulty pursuing the kingdom of God

ii. That is the point of this instruction from Jesus

ii. here’s the part that’s extremely significant to Philippians 4:6-7

1. In the phase “take no thought” in verse 25 

a. (as well as the phrase “by taking thought” in verse 27), 

b. the Greek word for “take no thought” is “merimnao” (Strong’s No. 3309), 

c. the very same word used by Paul in Philippians 4:6. 

d. Here are the two passages side by side for comparison.

2. Matthew 6:25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought (merimnao - 3309) for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.

3. Philippians 4:6 Be careful (merimnao - 3309) for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

4. Clearly, in both passages, Jesus and Paul have in mind Christians being anxious for their material needs such as 

a. food, 

b. drink, 

c. and clothing

5. The understanding is that anxiety for these things would distract Christians from pursuing the kingdom of God

6. And so, by contrast to being anxious about these things, in Philippians 4:6-7, 

a. Paul tells his audience to be at peace about such needs and to trust God to meet these needs.

iii. this is another similarity between Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6 and Paul’s teaching in Philippians 4:6-7

1. both Jesus and Paul are clearly teaching Christians to rely on God to meet their needs through prayer instead of becoming anxious

2. Paul is simply adding that this reliance upon God for our material needs will bring peace in our minds and hearts about such material needs 

a. and this peace will surpass our understanding of where those needs will come from

iv. In Philippians 4:6-7, Paul is merely passing on Jesus’ teachings from Matthew 6

1. that we should not get anxious about where our material needs will come from

5. Summary

a. Consequently, since Paul is talking about having peace that God will meet our material needs in this passage, 

i. nothing in Philippians 4:6-7 indicates that the Holy Spirit will show us what decisions to make about 

1. moral behavior, 

2. doctrine, 

3. or even daily situations by giving us peace

b. Instead, what Paul has in view here is that 

i. rather than being anxious, 

ii. we should let our minds be at peace about our material needs, 

iii. even if we don’t understand how those needs will be met

6. Additional Context

a. And before we close this section, we should also take an expanded look at Philippians 4:6-7 

i. in the context of the immediately verses afterward in which Paul also discusses peace.

b. Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

c. Commentary

i. In verse 8, Paul tell the Philippians that they should think on things that are true 

1. rather than spending their minds anxious on their material needs

ii. because this statement is made in the immediate context of verses 6-7, 

1. there is strong indication that the peace of God in our hearts and minds in verse 7 is strongly connected to how well we think on the things that Paul mentions in verse 8 

2. instead of thinking about our material needs, which Paul mentions in verse 6

iii. And verse 9 further demonstrates that this is Paul’s intent 

1. In verse 9, Paul tells the Philippians that the things which they have learned and received and heard from Paul, 

a. they are to keep and do those things

2. In fact, the way that verse 9 is phrased by Paul, whether or not the Philippians will have the God of peace with them depends on whether or not they keep the things they have learned and received and heard from Paul

3. In this way, Paul makes obtaining peace dependent upon whether or not we remain in apostolic doctrine

a. For those who do not remain in apostolic doctrine, they cannot expect to have the peace of God, 

b. let alone to be led by God’s peace as some have suggested verses 6-7 were meant to teach

iv. This then provides yet another proof that nothing in Philippians 4:6-7 even remotely supports the idea of being led in our decisions by an inner feeling of peace from God

7. Conclusions

a. What we do however see in Philippians 4:6-9 is Paul’s instructions to the Philippians that they can obtain peace of mind 

i. even about their material needs 

ii. by focusing on such things as truth 

iii. and by remaining in the sound doctrine passed on to them by the apostles 

iv. *thus, the result is that this passage is an exhortation to study and remain in sound doctrine

b. In conclusion, we can see that nothing in Colossians 3:15 or Philippians 4:6-7 supports the idea that the Holy Spirit will tell us about the choices He wants us to make by giving us inner peace about what is good or bad with regard to 

i. moral behaviors, 

ii. which doctrines, 

iii. which relationship, 

iv. which opportunities, 

v. or which situations 

VIII. Led by the Spirit of God

a. Construct No. 5: The sons of God are led by the Spirit of God.

i. Introductory Comments

1. In this fifth construct, we find only a very general, rather un-descriptive assertion that God’s children are “led by his Spirit.”

2. But as to how or through what means the Spirit leads us, well, that crucial part of the doctrine is left to be implied or assumed.

3. And this problem is true not only for the construct itself, but also in the scripture passages from which this phrase “led by the Spirit” are derived. 

ii. Main Texts

1. Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.
2. Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,
3. Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

4. Galatians 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

iii. Primary Implications:

1. In these isolated verses, it is true that we find the Holy Spirit leading God’s children, 

a. even the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

2. But what we do not find is any assertion that this leading takes place through inner feelings or impressions. 

a. For that matter, these isolated verses don’t make any claims or comments regarding the nature or manifestation of these leadings. 

b. Theoretically it could be inward feelings or impressions. 

c. But it could also be an audible voice such as we see in passages like Acts 8:29 and Acts 13:2.

3. And the problem is this. 

a. When scripture does not state how the Holy Spirit leads someone, we are not free to simply assume how that leading manifested, whether it was through words or inner feelings, etc. 

b. In short scriptures, which do not tell us how the Holy Spirit led someone, provide no substantiation for the doctrine that the Holy Spirit leads us through inner feelings of one kind or another. 

c. So, since these isolated verses don’t tell us how the Holy Spirit is leading, we need to look into the surrounding passages to see if the context provides further information about how the Holy Spirit was leading in these verses.

iv. Matthew 4 and Luke 4

1. Matthew 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

2. Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. 5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10 For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee 11 And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.

v. Analysis

1. As we can see, the two passages above from Matthew 4 and Luke 4 are parallel accounts of the same events. 

a. both passage do state that Jesus was led by the Spirit of God, n

b. either passage expounds further about the way in which the Holy Spirit led Jesus. 

i. Was it through an audible word? 

ii. Was it through an internal feeling? 

iii. The text does not say.

2. Now, we can make assumptions that Jesus was led by audible words or by strong inner feelings of some kind, 

a. but these are just assumptions. 

b. The text is entirely silent on the matter and provides no basis for assumptions one way or the other. 

c. And groundless assumptions like these are no basis for doctrine. 

d. Fundamentally, you cannot take 2 passages, which do not say how the Holy Spirit led Jesus, and use them as a proof-text for asserting that the Holy Spirit leads us through inner feelings or impressions of some kind. 

3. Furthermore, it is also extremely possible that whatever form these leadings took, that they were manifestations of a charismatic gift including perhaps a word of knowledge or word of wisdom or prophecy. 

a. (It could be suggested that the supernatural phenomena in Jesus’ earthly ministry were manifestations of what we call charismatic gifts.) 

b. So, if the leading from the Holy Spirit in Matthew 4 and Luke 4 involved one form of such supernatural gifts, then these passages would not provide any support for how the Holy Spirit leads us today due to the notable, widespread, and documented absence of these gifts in the historical record since the second and third centuries. 

c. If these leading are manifestations of supernatural gifts, then these passages would not substantiate that our own inner feelings or impressions are leadings of the Holy Spirit since these gifts have disappeared long ago and are no longer currently available to us. 

4. But there is one last problem with using these 2 passages to support doctrine that the Holy Spirit leads our decisions about morality, doctrine, and practical daily concerns through inward feelings. 

a. these passages do not specify or indicate how the Holy Spirit was leading, 

b. these passages do specify exactly what the Holy Spirit was leading Jesus to. 

i. As both passages record, the Holy Spirit was leading Jesus to be tempted by the devil. 

ii. So, from these passages, we might very well conclude that one role of the Holy Spirit is to lead Christians into times of testing so that they might be proved and learn obedience. 

1. (Although, just as James 1:13 says, it is not the Holy Spirit who is testing us, for God tempts no one.) 

2. And the role of the Holy Spirit to lead us into temptation is also hinted at in the Lord’s prayer in Matthew 6 and Luke 11.

a. Matthew 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

b. Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

5. So, what is certain from Matthew 4 and Luke 4 is that the Holy Spirit was leading Jesus to be tempted. 

a. As such, these passages can serve as a basis for speculating that one role of the Holy Spirit is to lead God’s children into times of testing so that they can be proved and learn obedience. 

b. However, since these passages deal with the Holy Spirit leading into temptation, they therefore do not offer any basis for the belief that the Holy Spirit tells us what choice to make regarding 

i. particular moral behaviors, 

ii. particular doctrines, 

iii. or particular relationships and situations in daily life. 

6. Furthermore, Matthew 4 and Luke 4 provide absolutely no details regarding how the Holy Spirit led Jesus in these instances. 

a. Did Jesus hear an audible voice? 

b. Was Jesus physically pulled by the Holy Spirit out into the desert? 

c. Did Jesus have a strong inner feeling or impression? 

d. These passages don’t give us any information about such questions 

i. and consequently, these passages cannot serve as a basis for doctrine about being lead through inner feelings from the Holy Spirit.

vi. Romans 8 and Galatians 5

1. This brings us to our remaining two passages concerning being “led by the Holy Spirit.” 

a. Here again we run into one of two problems. 

i. Either the context is silent about how the Holy Spirit is leading, just as we saw in Matthew 4 and Luke 4, 

ii. or the context does explain how this leading works, but it has nothing to do inner feelings.

2. Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
3. Analysis

a. First of all, because of verse 1, Romans 8 is often used as a basis for asserting that Christians cannot be condemned or criticized in their behavior. 

i. However, that is not what Romans 8 is saying at all. Instead, what Romans 8 is clearly saying is that Christians are not condemned to death, IF they walk according to the Law of Christ Jesus. 

ii. By contrast, if any person who calls himself a Christian does not walk according to the Law of Christ, they are still condemned to death by God under the Law of Moses, which all have transgressed and are therefore, deserving of the prescribed punishment of death. 

iii. Nothing in this passage elevates a Christian to a position above criticism of their behavior or doctrine. The key question, however, is what is the “Law of Christ?”

b. Our article series on Christian Liberty as well as portions of our article series on the Redemption establish the answer to that question in explicit detail from the scriptures themselves. 

i. For the sake of time and efficiency, we will not restate those arguments here. 

ii. Instead, we will only state the conclusions along with the recommendation that readers first visit those articles if they have questions about these conclusions.

c. Conclusion of Redemption and Liberty Studies

i. by comparing the relevant New Testament passages we can see that the Law of Christ was known by various synonyms in the New Testament.

1. It is called “the law of liberty” by James in James 1:25 and James 2:12.

2. It is also called “the royal law” by James in James 2:8. It is called “the Law of Christ” by Paul in Galatians 6:2. 

3. In 2 Corinthians 3:17, Paul states that where the Spirit of God is there is liberty. 

4. And so, here in Romans 8:2, it is called the “Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, which has see us FREE.” 

5. Furthermore, we know from the words of both Jesus and Paul (Matthew 22:36-40, Mark 12:28-31, Romans 13:8-10) that the Law of Christ 

a. involved 2 commandments 

b. and that these 2 commandments contained within themselves all of the 10 commandments 

i. except for the command to keep the seventh day of the week (the Sabbath.)

ii. The bottom line is that only, while there is now grace for forgiveness when we fail or sin (Hebrews 4:15-16, 1 John 2:1), Christians only escape condemnation if we walk in the Law of Christ, 

1. which includes by its very nature our pursuit of obedience to those 9 out of the 10 commandments. 

2. This is why in verse 4, Paul writes, “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

3. Because, when we walk after or follow after the Spirit, we walk in obedience to these remaining 9 out of 10 commandments from the Law of Moses. 

4. And, this is also why, in such passages as 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and Galatians 5:19-21, Paul states that those who disobey these 9 out of 10 commandments will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

d. And this brings us back to the relevant point of our discussion. What does “being led by the Spirit” mean in Romans 8?

i. On this question, the answer couldn’t be clearer. 

ii. In verse 1, Paul refers right away to those “who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

iii. Then in verse 2, Paul declares that “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” 

iv. In saying this, Paul is clearly contrasting one law to another law. Specifically, Paul is contrasting the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus to the Law of Moses, which is the Law of sin and death. 

v. So, verse 2 indicates that what Paul has in mind here is our obedience to the Law of Christ. 

vi. And then again in verse 4, Paul refers to those who “who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

vii. And finally in verse 5, Paul says, “they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.” 

viii. Therefore, if our minds are set on the desires of the flesh, then we do what they flesh desires. 

ix. But if our minds are focused on pursuing the things of the Spirit, then we do those things that the Spirit wants us to do. 

x. And what does the Spirit want us to do in this passage? To walk in obedience to the Law of Christ. 

e. Rather than indicating that the Holy Spirit leads us through some inner feeling or impression, 

i. this passage is plainly stating that when we follow after obedience to the Law of life in Christ Jesus (the Law of Christ, Law of Liberty), that we are following after the Spirit rather than after the flesh. 

ii. Conversely, if we follow after the Spirit by obeying the Law of Christ, then those who are obeying the Law of Christ are being led by the Spirit since it is the Spirit they follow after by obeying Christ. 

iii. This is what Paul means in verse 14, when he writes, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” 

iv. Paul is simply saying that we are God’s children if we pursue obedience to the Law and teaching of Christ Jesus. 

v. So, rather than being led by inner impressions, the idea conveyed here is that we are led by our knowledge of the Law and teaching of Christ and therefore our desire to walk in the teachings of Christ Jesus is what leads us, 

1. because in pursuing such things we are following after the will of the Holy Spirit. 

f. “being led” and “following after”

i. Or, to put it more simply, in this passage “being led by” is synonymous with “walking after” or pursuing. 

ii. Whatever thing or person or ideal that you walk after or pursue, that same thing or person or ideal is effectively leading you. 

iii. So, the definition of being led by God’s Spirit in Romans 8 is that you are led by God’s Spirit when you walk after or pursue the things of the Spirit, which means walking after and pursuing obedience to the Law of Christ. 

iv. Therefore, since the context of Romans 8 defines “being led by the Spirit” in terms of our pursuing obedience to the Law of Christ, this passage does not provide any support or basis for doctrine that the Holy Spirit guides our decision-making through inner feelings or impressions. 

g. But as we move on to Galatians 5, please take note once again of the contrast that Paul asserts in Romans 8:2-4 between the “Law of Christ” and the Law of Moses, which he calls the “law of sin and death.”

i. Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
ii. It is quite clear that in Romans 8, Paul is using the generic term “law” to refer to the Law of Moses, just as any Jewish man of his day would have. 

iii. Therefore, in this passage, Paul is also teaching that only by obeying the Law of Christ are we free from the Law of Moses. 

iv. Now, as we have said, the Law of Christ included 9 out of the 10 commandments from the Law of Moses. 

v. So, in what way are then free from the Law of Moses? Well, that is simple. 

1. We are no longer bound by every other aspect of the Law of Moses beyond these 9 remaining commandments. 

2. And we are also free from the legally prescribed punishment of death required by the Law of Moses. 

3. Paul’s reference to the Law of Moses as the “law of sin and death” clearly demonstrates that Paul has in view our freedom from the death penalty given under Moses.  

h. Summary

i. But the significant point as we move on to Galatians 5 is 

1. that here in Romans 8, Paul is teaching that being led by the Spirit involves pursuing obedience to the Law of Christ 

a. and by doing so we are no longer subject to the Law of Moses. 

2. Now, let’s compare those statements to Galatians 5:18, in its surrounding context. 

a. Is Paul talking about the same concepts as Romans 8 when he mentions being “led by the Spirit” in Galatians 5? 

b. or do Paul’s comments in Galatians 5 instruct us about being guided by inner feelings or impressions from the Holy Spirit?

4. Galatians 5

a. Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.

b. Analysis

i. Well, right away, Paul states that he is talking about liberty that we have in Christ. 

ii. This is identical with Romans 8 where Paul spoke of the Law of Christ setting us free from the Law of Moses along with its penalty of death. 

iii. And how does Paul define losing our liberty in Galatians 5? 

iv. In verses 2 and 3, Paul clearly states that losing our liberty in Christ is defined by being circumcised and committing to keep the whole of the Law of Moses. 

v. So, by entering into covenant to keep the Law of Moses, we are giving up the liberty that we have in the Law of Christ. 

vi. So far it sounds like Paul has the exact same concept in mind here that he did in Romans 8. 

vii. Let’s continue a little bit later on in this same chapter from Galatians.

c. Galatians 5:14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.

d. Analysis

i. Here we have the exact same idea present in Romans 8. 

ii. In our examination of Romans 8 above, we stated that Paul was instructing his audience that by obeying the Law of Christ they escaped from the Law of Moses, including its condemnation to death. 

iii. We went on to state that the Law of Christ involved 2 commandments, which could be found in Matthew 22:36-40, Mark 12:28-31, and Romans 13:8-10. 

1. The second of those commandments is to “love your neighbor as yourself.” 

2. And here in Galatians 5:14 we find Paul telling his audience not to go back to bondage to the Law of Moses but to instead obey the Law of Christ, to love their neighbor as themselves. 

iv. Again, so far, it sounds like Paul has in mind the same thing here that he did in Romans 8. 

1. Or to be more specific, it seems like Paul’s mention of being “led by the Spirit” later in Galatians 5:18 is going to be a reference to pursuing obedience to the Law of Christ, 

a. just as it was in Romans 8. 

2. And consequently, Galatians 5 offers no support for the idea of being lead by inner feelings from the Holy Spirit. 

a. But let’s continue to establish that conclusion.

e. Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
f. Analysis

i. As we can see, immediately after instructing his audience in verse 14 to obey the Law of Christ, which requires us to love our neighbor, Paul tells his audience that in obeying the Law of Christ they are walking in the Spirit. 

ii. In Romans 8 we saw that being led by the Spirit was defined as pursuing obedience to the Law of Christ, which in turn also set us free from the Law of Moses. 

iii. And right after telling his audience to obey the Law of Christ in verse 14, here in verse 18 Paul similarly states that those who are led by the Spirit are free from the Law of Moses. 

iv. So, we can clearly conclude that Paul is talking about the same thing in both passages.

5. Conclusions

a. both Romans 8 and Galatians 5 define being “led by the Spirit” as our pursuit of obedience to the teachings of Christ, 

b. Consequently, neither of these passages offers any trace of the doctrine that the Holy Spirit shows Christians what things are good or bad by means of inner feelings or impressions of some kind, including

i. which behaviors, 

ii. which doctrines, 

iii. which relationships, 

iv. or which situations 

c. In the Bible, the phrase, “the sons of God are led by the Spirit of God” does NOT mean that God’s children are led by inner feelings or impressions from the Holy Spirit. 

i. Instead, this phrase means that the sons of God are those who “walk after” or pursue the Spirit of God by following the commands and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

ii. So, “being led by the Spirit” in the Bible is about what we choose to pursue. 

iii. Do we pursue the desires of the flesh or do we pursue obedience to God? 

d. Since “Being led by the Spirit” is about what we choose to pursue, “being led by the Spirit” is NOT about inner guidance through feelings. 

IX. Inward Testimony from the Holy Spirit

a. Construct No. 6: The Holy Spirit testifies to us inwardly.

i. Introductory Comments

1. The basic concept of this construct is visible in the scripture passage from which it is derived. And, these key verses come right out of the same chapter of Romans, which was the focus of our previous section.

ii. Main Texts

1. Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

2. Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

iii. Analysis

1. We will examine these passages in the order.

2. With regard to Romans 8:15-16, we do, in fact, see the Holy Spirit bearing witness with our spirit. 

a. But this does not provide support for the notion that the Holy Spirit guides our decisions about morals, doctrine, and daily living through inner feelings or impressions. 

b. The problem is threefold.

i. First, the testimony of the Holy Spirit in this passage is very limited. 

1. This passage only states that the Holy Spirit testifies about our being children of God. 

2. There is nothing in this passage that even suggests that the Holy Spirit bears witness to us about other things beyond our being children of God.

ii. Second, in this passage, the Holy Spirit is said to bear witness “with” our Spirit, not “to” our Spirit. 

1. The idea conveyed here is that our spirit and the Holy Spirit are offering the same testimony rather than one of them testifying to the other. 

2. This is clearly visible in verse 15. Verse 15 plainly states that it is by the Holy Spirit that we ourselves cry “Abba, Father.” 

3. In saying this, verse 15 indicates that both we and the Holy Spirit testify that we are God’s children. 

4. The two are depicted as testifying side by side, rather than one to another. 

5. So, this passage seems to provide very little clear-cut support for the notion that the Holy Spirit testifies to our spirits inwardly about things.

iii. Third, the phrase “received the Spirit of adoption” indicates that the events described here refer to the rebirth, since “receiving the Holy Spirit” is synonymous in the New Testament and particularly the book of Acts with the rebirth. 

1. This is very similar to Galatians 4:6.

2. Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
3. Using similar language to Romans 8, Paul states in Galatians 4 that we cry “Abba, Father” when God sends forth his Spirit into our hearts making us no longer servants but sons and heirs of God. 

4. This further indicates that Paul’s mention of our crying “Abba, Father” in Romans 8:15 is a reference to our rebirth as sons of God when the Spirit first entered into our hearts. 

5. And because Romans 8:15 is talking about what occurred at the time when we were reborn, these verses provide absolutely no basis for making assertions about how the Holy Spirit relates to us throughout the rest of our lifetime on a regular basis about other matters beyond the rebirth.

3. In short, the type of testifying done by the Holy Spirit in Romans 8:15-16 is far too limited to support the broader speculation that the Holy Spirit testifies to us about things beyond our becoming children of God through the rebirth. 

a. Or to be more specific, the type of testifying done by the Holy Spirit in Romans 8:15-16 is far too limited to support the broader speculation that the Holy Spirit testifies to us about things such as moral behavior, doctrine, or daily situations. 

b. So, now we turn our attention to Romans 8:26.

4. Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

a. Now, with regard to the idea that the Holy Spirit leads us through inner feelings and impressions, some might seize on the phrase “with groanings which cannot be uttered” 

i. as though this phrase were a reference somehow to such inner feelings and impressions used to guide our decision-making. 

ii. However, that is not at all what is being depicted here.

1. First, the Greek word for “groan” is “stenagmos” (Strong’s No. 4726), which simply means, “groaning, a sigh.” 

a. What is clear is that this word denotes some sort of audible sound, even if that sound “cannot be expressed in words,” (which is the Greek meaning of the phrase “cannot be uttered.”) 

b. And because this verse depicts “groans or sighs,” it provides absolutely no support for the idea of inner feelings or impressions. 

c. To say that the Holy Spirit expresses groans is not the same thing as saying that the Holy Spirit expresses feelings within us. 

2. Second, in this passage, who is the recipient of the Holy Spirit’s communication? 

a. Is the Holy Spirit communicating to us in this passage? No. 

b. The Holy Spirit is making intercession for us, which means that the Holy Spirit is communicating with God the Father on our behalf. 

c. And since this verse is depicting the Holy Spirit communicating with God the Father, it cannot in any way provide support for doctrine about the Holy Spirit communicating to us through inner feelings and impressions. 

iv. Conclusions

1. As we can see, neither Romans 8:15-16 nor Romans 8:26 provide any support whatsoever for the doctrine that the Holy Spirit communicates to us through inner feelings or impressions of some kind or another. 

X. Conviction of Sin and Guiding into All Truth

a. Construct No. 7: The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin.

b. Construct No. 8: The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth.

i. Survey

1. We should also recall that earlier in our study, we took a survey of the use of the word “spirit” in the Gospels in order to locate Jesus’ own teachings about the role of the Holy Spirit. 

a. From this survey, we found that the term “spirit” occurs 85 times in the Gospels but that out of those 85 occurrences, 

i. only 11 verses speak about the rebirth 

ii. and only 7 provide instructions regarding the role of the Holy Spirit beyond the rebirth. 

iii. And of those 7, we already covered the first 3 verses during our investigation of Construct No. 3 

1. (the Holy Spirit gives us the right words to speak.) 

iv. As we move into this portion of our study, we will take a look at the remaining 4 of those 7 verses.

ii. Primary Implications

1. Because the proof texts for these phrases interlock with one another, we have combined the discussion of these constructs into a single section.

2. in the modern Church, the idea of being “convicted of sin” has become synonymous with the idea of inner feelings or impressions from the Holy Spirit, 

a. which are intended to let us know that we’ve done something wrong or perhaps are about to do something wrong.

b. In this way, we are “convicted” of our sin.

c. conversely, if a person does not feel convicted then the Holy Spirit must not be unhappy with their behavior 

i. and anyone else who attempts to criticize that person’s behavior, even if on scriptural grounds, might be seen as overstepping the work of the Holy Spirit.

3. But are any of these concepts what the Bible means by the idea that the Holy Spirit convicts people of sin?

iii. Review

1. In our previous segment, we demonstrated from Romans 8, that the phrase “there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” does not elevate a Christian to a position above criticism of their behavior or doctrine.

a. Instead, as we have seen, Romans 8:1-2 simply declares that a person escapes the condemnation of death prescribed by the Law of Moses IF that person walks in obedience to the Law of Christ. 

2. This is very essential as we move ahead to the idea of being “convicted” by the Holy Spirit.

a. Seizing on the terms “condemn” and “convict,” some Christians teach that the word “condemn” refers to the negative, guilt-driven criticisms of men 

b. and that, by contrast, the “conviction” from the Holy Spirit is perhaps a more gentle, inward impression from the Holy Spirit.

c. Examples

i. after sinning we might feel sad and we should understand this sadness to be the gentle convicting of the Holy Spirit to let us know that we have grieved him. 

ii. This is contrasted with the negative depiction of men (or women) verbally criticizing our behavior or beliefs, which is described as “condemnation.”

3. So, according to this line of thinking, when Romans 8 says that we are “free from condemnation,” some Christians teach that we are free from the outward criticisms that come from men, regardless of whether or not these criticisms include scripture.

a. Now that we are “in Christ Jesus,” we are exempt from such “condemnation” 

b. and instead we receive awareness about sin, not from men, but through the more gentle inner leadings from the Holy Spirit. 

4. This is the backdrop that must be understood as we examine the Bible’s description of the Holy Spirit convicting us of sin. 

a. But, as we have already established in our previous segment, the phrase “there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” was never intended to exempt a Christian from criticism by other men, 

i. including criticism backed by scripture in particular. 

b. Instead, Romans 8:1-2 simply declares that a person escapes the condemnation of death prescribed by the Law of Moses IF that person walks in obedience to the Law of Christ.

5. Now that we know that freedom from criticism by others is not asserted by Romans 8:1-3, we can move on to examine what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit convicting men of sin.

iv. Main Texts

1. The idea of the Holy Spirit convicting us of sin comes primarily from John 16.

2. John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment…

a. (Note: the word “reprove” in verse 8 is translated as “convict” in other translations, such as the NIV, NASB, and NKJV.)

3. Analysis

a. We will start with the most straightforward facts about this verse. 

i. Specifically, we should note that in this passage Jesus says that one role of the Holy Spirit is to “reprove the world of sin.” 

b. From this single phrase, there are three very important items worth noting. 

i. All three have to do with vocabulary.

c. The Greek word for reprove in verse 8 is “elegcho” (Strong’s No. 1651). 

i. 1651 elegcho {el-eng'-kho}

of uncertain affinity; TDNT - 2:473,221; v

AV - reprove 6, rebuke 5, convince 4, tell (one's) fault 1, convict 1; 17

1) to convict, refute, confute

1a) generally with a suggestion of shame of the person convicted

1b) by conviction to bring to the light, to expose

2) to find fault with, correct

2a) by word

2a1) to reprehend severely, chide, admonish, reprove

2a2) to call to account, show one his fault, demand an explanation

2b) by deed

2b1) to chasten, to punish

ii. First, we note the following about “elegcho”

1. notice that “elegcho” basically means to “to convict, refute, confute, to find fault with, correct, to expose.”

2. And notice that “Elegcho” includes, rather than excludes, refuting someone “by word.”

3. Furthermore, “elegcho” also includes “a suggestion of shame” and “to reprehend severely, chide, admonish.” 

4. And finally, “elegcho” also involves the idea of “punishing,” even punishing “by deed.”

iii. So, the first thing that we notice from this basic vocabulary search is the absurdity of the notion that conviction by the Holy Spirit is supposed to be gentler than the criticism by men. 

1. From the Greek word used by Jesus in this passage, we should understand that the conviction from the Holy Spirit can be just as harsh and severe, if not more so, than the criticisms of men. 

2. And, rather than simply being an inner feeling, this conviction from the Holy Spirit could even be verbal, either in the form of words in our thoughts or perhaps an audible voice, possibly even through other people in our lives. 

3. And this leads us to our second point about the word “elegcho.”

iv. Second, if we were to do a survey of how “elegcho” is used in the New Testament, we would quickly find that it occurs 17 times.

1. 11 times “elegcho” is being used with regard to men refuting or criticizing one another.

2. The fact that “elegcho” is used equally in the New Testament to describe rebuke from men and rebuke from the Holy Spirit is also very significant 

a. this fact erases any attempt to make strong categorical distinctions between the manner in which men correct each other and the way the Holy Spirit corrects us.

b. Or, to put it in more modern terms, we cannot call rebuke from men “condemnation” and rebuke from the Holy Spirit “conviction.”

c. Whether from men or from the Holy Spirit, the New Testament describes both forms of correction with the same Greek word, “elegcho.”

v. Third, notice that Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will reprove the world. 

1. John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

2. The Greek word for “world” here is “kosmos” (Strong’s No. 2889).

a. Although, “kosmos” can refer to the entire created realm, the portion of its definition that is in view is “the inhabitants of the earth, men, the human family.”

b. And furthermore, while “kosmos” can be inclusive of “believers” by definition it typically refers to “the ungodly multitude; the whole mass of men alienated from God, and therefore hostile to the cause of Christ.” 

3. from verse 9 we know that “kosmos” here refers to “the whole mass of men alienated from God” because verse 9 states that the Holy Spirit will convict the world of sin “because they believe not” in Jesus.

a. By the phrase “because they believe not in me” we know that Jesus is talking about “unbelievers” rather than believers.

b. Therefore, this convicting work of the Holy Spirit with regard to sin applies ONLY to non-Christians, to those who do not believe in Jesus.

i. Since in John 16:8-10 the Holy Spirit is convincing unbelievers of sin, not believers, we can very quickly see that John 16 does not provide support for the idea that the Holy Spirit convinces Christians of their sin though inward feelings or impressions.

d. So how does John 16 describes the role of the Holy Spirit? 

i. Even though we have established from vocabulary that “conviction” from the Holy Spirit 

1. is categorically the same as a rebuke from one man to another 

2. and can possess all of the same elements including severe chiding, public exposure of wrongdoing, verbal rebuke, and perhaps even punishment, 

3. we still have not yet examined exactly how the Holy Spirit conveys or manifests this conviction.

4. For an answer to this pressing question, we will briefly turn to a broader examination of John’s Gospel on these issues.

e. Comparative texts

i. John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
ii. John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
1. From both John 1 and John 8, we can see that Jesus is the light of the world. In John 3, Jesus says something about what this light does in the world.

iii. John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.
1. The word for “reproved” in verse 20 is “elegcho,” 

a. the same word used in John 16:10, where it says that the Holy Spirit will, “reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” 

2. So, in John 3:17, we see that because Jesus is the light of the world, one function that Jesus has as the Light is to reprove or convince men concerning truth and sinfulness.

3. In John 8, we see an example of Jesus doing just that.

iv. John 8:3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

1. The Greek word for “convicted” in verse 9 is “elegcho,” the same word used in John 16:8 where the Holy Spirit is said to “convict the world of sin.”

2. In John 8, the issue is that the Pharisees are asking Jesus to approve of stoning a women to death according to the Law of Moses. 

3. How does Jesus prove his case? 

a. And remember, that is all that “elegcho” means. 

b. It means to convince, to refute, to correct. 

c. So, how does Jesus convince them not to stone this woman?

4. As the text demonstrates, the Pharisees were convinced to leave without stoning the women when the words spoken by Jesus affected their consciences.

a. So, in this instance we see Jesus convincing (convicting) the world through his own words. 

5. But why is this significant to how the Holy Spirit convinces men of sin? 

a. For this we turn back to John 9.

v. John 9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
1. Jesus words in John 9:5 are very straightforward. 

a. In this verse Jesus plainly states that he lights the world while he is in the world. 

2. And since in John 3 and 8 we can see that one aspect of lighting the world involved convincing men of truth and sinfulness 

a. according to John 9:5 Jesus would only be convincing men of truth and sinfulness while he was in the world. 

3. So, what happens when Jesus is no longer present after he returns to the Father? 

a. This question is answered specifically by Jesus in John 16.

vi. John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

1. Here in verses 7-11, Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit convicting the world of sin, 

a. he connects this role of the Holy Spirit to his own return to the Father in heaven.

2. In John 3:20 and John 8:9, we saw Jesus literally convincing men concerning right and wrong.

3. But in John 16, Jesus is reflecting on how he is going away.

a. And because he is going away, he won’t be around anymore to teach or to convict men of right and wrong, including right and wrong doctrine.

b. That would leave the world and Jesus’ own followers without someone to teach them and convict them concerning truth and morality.

c. So, what is the remedy for this absence? 

i. The remedy is that the Father will send the Holy Spirit to perform these roles after Jesus goes away.  

4. The fact that Jesus does indeed have in mind that the Holy Spirit will replace him as the teacher for his disciples and the rest of the world is further established by Jesus’ continued comments in the very next verse. 

vii. John 16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
1. In verses 12-13, Jesus states that although he has many things to say, which his disciples were not currently able to hear, 

a. the Holy Spirit would guide them into the rest of these teachings 

b. and would speak, not of himself, 

c. but only the things that He hears from Jesus. 

2. In fact, this idea of the Holy Spirit saying only what He hears is identical of the role performed by Jesus while on earth.

viii. John 12:46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.
1. Notice first of all that here in John 12:46-50, Jesus connects his role of lighting the world with how his own teachings judge the world. 

2. Furthermore, in this passage Jesus explains that the Father sent him into the world to light the world 

a. and that this lighting of the world occurs by Jesus speaking the words that the Father says. 

3. He also explains that he speaks and says only what the Father tells him to say 

a. and that he speaks nothing of himself, 

b. which is exactly what Jesus says regarding the Holy Spirit in John 16:12.

c. John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
i. Note: The phrase “he will shew you things to come” is a reference to the role of the Holy Spirit with the gift of prophecy. 

ii. Since we have already covered this issue and how it relates to our current study under Construct No. 1, we will conserve time and space by not restating those points again here. 

4. Clearly, the Holy Spirit is performing the same role performed by Jesus Christ. 

a. Just as Jesus teaches us what he hears from God and says nothing of himself, so the Holy Spirit will teach us what Jesus has said and will speak nothing of himself. 

b. In this way, neither Jesus’ followers or the world will be left without a teacher or someone to convince them of right and wrong, truth and falsehood. 

c. So, as John 9:5 teaches, Jesus is the light of the world while he is in the world during which time he convinces the world of truth and sinfulness 

i. by means of his teachings, 

ii. which are not of himself, 

iii. but only what he hears from the Father (John 12:49). 

d. And in John 16:7-13, Jesus says that when he returns to the Father, the Father will send the Holy Spirit who will then convince the world of truth and sinfulness in Jesus’ absence 

i. and who will speak not of himself 

ii. but will speak only what he hears.

5. So, we can see that by convincing the world of truth and sinfulness, the Holy Spirit is simply taking over the role performed by Jesus when Jesus was here on earth. 

a. John’s Gospel has more to say on these points.

6. 3-Way Parallel

a. just as Jesus spoke not of himself but only what he heard from the Father 

b. and just as the Holy Spirit speaks not of himself but only what he hears

c. the Holy Spirit would convince the world by giving Jesus followers the right words to speak 

i. Jesus tells his followers that they won’t speak of themselves either

ii. But only what they hear from the Holy Spirit

iii. We have already seen this earlier during construct No. 3

d. Matthew 10:19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
e. Mark 13:11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 
f. Luke 12:11 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: 12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
ix. John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

1. In John 14:15-17, not only does Jesus say that while he is going away the Holy Spirit will remain forever, 

2. but he also connects our ability to benefit from the Holy Spirit with our ability to keep Jesus’ commandments. 

a. Keep in mind also that these comments from Jesus in John 14 come before the comments in John 16. 

b. This means that the disciples who heard Jesus comments in John 16 would have done so with Jesus’ earlier teaching in chapters 14 and 15 in mind. 

3. And after his comments in verses 15-17, Jesus goes on to say a little more about the role of the Holy Spirit in verse 26.

x. John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

xi. John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
1. Here we again see a significant theme to Jesus’ teaching about the Holy Spirit’s role. 

a. The Holy Spirit will teach and convict, not by speaking of himself, 

b. but by bringing to our remembrance all things that Jesus has taught 

c. in exactly the same way that Jesus spoke not of himself but said only what the Father told him to say. 

2. So, the primary role of the Holy Spirit is to testify about Jesus and convince the world of truth and sinfulness by reminding us about what Christ Jesus has already taught. 

3. Furthermore, the use of the word “remembrance” in these passages is very significant. 

a. The entire concept of remembering requires that we have already come into contact with the item that is being remembered. 

b. In practical terms, this means that with regard to doctrine, the Holy Spirit is not going to reveal to us doctrinal concepts that we’ve never studied or heard before. 

c. Likewise, this means that the Holy Spirit is not going to be able to help us understand doctrines that are based upon scriptures that we’ve never read before. 

4. In order for the Holy Spirit to perform this function in our lives and lead us into all truth, we first have to be providing the Holy Spirit with the raw material He needs in order to help us remember. 

a. In other words, we first have to be reading scripture so that the Holy Spirit can help us remember the teachings contained in those scriptures 

b. and then help us to put together a proper understanding of doctrine and the Word of God.

5. Thus, there is nothing magical, improvised, or subjective about the way in which the Holy Spirit helps us to understand the teachings of Christ Jesus. 

a. Rather than “all of a sudden” or “out of nowhere” realizing or discerning a truth that we haven’t really studied, 

b. we instead come to understand Biblical teaching because the Holy Spirit helps us to remember and appropriately assemble all the parts of a particular topic, 

i. which we have already read or heard, that are scattered throughout the pages of the Bible.

f. It is within these parameters that Jesus states that the Holy Spirit will convince the world of wrongdoing and truth. 

i. By speaking of the Holy Spirit convincing the world in this context, Jesus is clearly indicating that the Holy Spirit will convince the world by bringing into remembrance the things that Jesus has already taught. 

ii. And, in doing so, the Holy Spirit will carry on the same role performed by Jesus when he was physically present. 

iii. Just as in John 3:20 and 8:9 we saw Jesus convincing people of truth and righteousness, the Holy Spirit would be carrying on this work after Jesus returned to the Father.

g. But how will the Holy Spirit perform this work? 

i. Jesus was physically present and had a physical voice by which he physically spoke the words from the Father. 

1. But the Holy Spirit does not have a physical human body. 

2. So how will he convince men? 

3. Will the Holy Spirit speak audibly? 

4. Will the Holy Spirit convince through inward feelings and impressions? 

5. Or will the Holy Spirit communicate through some other means?

h. here it is no small secret what the primary means of communication would be. 

i. Consider what Jesus says of his own followers in Matthew 5.

v. Matthew 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

vi. Analysis
1. Here Jesus says that his followers are the light of the world 

a. and that they should let their light shine before men. 

2. As we have said, it is no small secret that the New Testament presents that the job of convincing the world with the teachings of Jesus Christ would continue after Jesus’ ascension 

a. through his followers who were commanded to preach his teaching to the world. 

3. The role of the Holy Spirit was to enable men to do this 

a. by helping them remember the teachings of Jesus Christ 

b. and by helping them to understand those things that they had already heard and were remembering. 

4. In fact, the notion that the Holy Spirit would carry out this function of convincing the world through the speech and teaching of Jesus’ followers, rather than through internal feelings or impressions, is clear throughout the New Testament.

5. Review

a. We have already seen this clearly during our examination of Construct No. 3, which dealt with the Holy Spirit giving men the right words to speak. 

i. We started that segment by stating that out of the 85 verses in the Gospel where the word “spirit” appears, only 7 of those passages were about teaching from Jesus concerning the role of the Holy Spirit. 

ii. 3 of those 7 passages had the following to say.

b. Matthew 10:18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.

c. Mark 13:9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them. 10 And the gospel must first be published among all nations.11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death.
d. Luke 12:11 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: 12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.

i. As can be seen, in these passages, Jesus instructs his followers that when they are testifying before rulers and political authorities, God will give them the words to say by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

ii. From these verses, we can see ample and clear proof that the role of the Holy Spirit of convicting the world after Jesus ascension was going to be carried out through the continued proclamation of Jesus’ teaching BY HIS FOLLOWERS.

6. And, we can also see that the Holy Spirit would primarily carry out the task of convicting the world of truth through the teaching of Jesus’ followers in the Great Commission.

a. Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature…19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.
b. Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
c. Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me…8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
d. In Matthew, Mark, and Acts we see that Jesus commanded his followers to spread his teaching and commandments to the whole world after his ascension.

e. What is so remarkable about this simple process was the extent to which it was designed to perfectly preserve the words of the Father.

f. In John 12:49, Jesus says he speaks, not of himself, but only what the Father says.

g. In John 14:26, 15:26, and 16:13, Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will not speak of himself but will testify of Jesus, speak only what he hears, and bring the disciples into remembrance of everything Jesus’ taught. 

h. In John 14:17, Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will dwell in all those who receive his teachings. 

i. And in Mark 16:15, 19-20, Matthew 28:19-20, and Acts 1:4, 8 Jesus commands his followers to spread his teachings over the whole world. 

j. And finally, the apostles also repeatedly command their followers to preach and preserve the doctrine of Christ just as the apostles had preached it to them, without modification or corruption 

i. Romans 16:17-18, 1 Corinthians 11:2, Galatians 1:6-8, Ephesians 4:11-15, Ephesians 4:6-7, 2 Thessalonians 2:15, 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15, 1 Timothy 4:1. 1 Timothy 4:9-16, 1 Timothy 6:3-5, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2 Timothy 2:2, 2 Timothy 2:25, Titus 1:9, 13, Titus 2:1, Titus 2:7, 1 John 2:14, 1 John 2:21, 1 John 2:24, 2 John 1:9-11, and Jude 1:3.

k. Similarly, in Matthew 5:14, Jesus tells his followers that they are the light of the world, 

i. which is the same role that he himself filled while he was present on earth as he convinced the world of truth and sinfulness by means of his own teachings. 

l. Now Jesus was sending his followers out, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to carry on this work of convincing the world of truth 

i. by preaching his teachings, 

ii. which he had received from the Father and which the Holy Spirit would help them remember and understand.

m. The entire process is designed to convince the world through the uncorrupted, unmodified, pure teachings given by the Father, 

i. proclaimed by Jesus, 

ii. brought into remembrance and understanding among Jesus’ followers by the Holy Spirit after Jesus’ ascension, 

iii. and preached and taught by Jesus’ followers to the world. 

iv. This was the testimony of the teaching of God and the manner in which the world is to be convinced of truth and sinfulness.

n. What is clear is that it is Jesus’ words and teachings, which come from the Father and which the Holy Spirit would bring into remembrance, that are doing the convincing. 

i. In John 8:9, the Pharisees who hear Jesus’ words are convinced. 

ii. In John 12:48, it is the words of Jesus Christ, which judge men. 

iii. And in John 16:8-13 and John 14:26, the Holy Spirit is said to 

1. speak only what he hears 

2. and to bring Jesus’ followers in remembrance of Jesus’ words 

3. and in so doing to carry on Jesus’ role of convincing the world of truth in Jesus’ absence. 

iv. Likewise, in Matthew 5:14 Jesus says that his disciples are the light of the world 

1. and in Mark 16:15, 19-20, Matthew 28:19-20, and Acts 1:4, 8 Jesus sends his followers out to convince the world of truth by preaching everything that he had taught them 

a. after they have received the Holy Spirit (John 14:17).  

o. Clearly in all cases, the means of convicting mankind is through the teachings of Jesus Christ, 

i. which he received from the Father 

ii. and which the Holy Spirit would remind Jesus’ followers of 

1. so that they could carry on this work of convicting the world by preaching Jesus’ teachings after he returned to the Father. 

7. And, in contrast to this consistent underlying theme in which the world is convicted by the proclamation of Jesus’ teaching, 

a. we find absolutely no trace anywhere in John’s description of conviction that indicates any connection to inner feelings or impressions. 

b. Furthermore, even if there was some capacity of that (although we’ve found note), it would certainly not be to the point of overriding or excluding what we have seen repeatedly in the scriptures. 

c. So, there is no basis for suggesting inner feelings or impressions replace, exclude, override, or remove the need for conviction by means of the teachings of Jesus Christ preached verbally first by Jesus Christ himself as recorded in scripture and then by his followers. 

d. In any case, primary means of convicting, even the Holy Spirit’s work of convicting and leading us into truth, comes not through inner feelings or impressions, which we’ve seen no trace of in scripture, 

i. but through the teachings of Jesus Christ either preached verbally or read from scripture. 

8. that is the role of the Holy Spirit according to the New Testament, 

a. not to show us which behaviors, which doctrines, which situations, or which relationships we should choose by some inner feeling or impression. 

b. But instead, the Holy Spirit shows us which behaviors, which doctrines, which situations, or which relationships we should choose 

i. by reminding us of what Jesus’ has already taught on these subjects 

ii. and helping us to understand that teaching, which has ALREADY been given. 

9. The bottom line is that the teaching of Jesus Christ as recorded in scripture is the very means, power, and authority by which we are convinced of truth and sin, 

a. whether that teaching comes to us from remembering what we’ve already heard or studied or from someone else speaking to us about scripture. 

b. Even when the Holy Spirit helps us remember, the power and mechanism of convincing us resides in the teachings of Christ Jesus, 

i. not in feelings or impressions that supercede our understanding.

10. But, we still need to go just a little farther to further establish this conclusion. 

a. What remains is an examination of the striking similarities between John 14 

b. and the Apostle John’s comments in his first epistle concerning the Holy Spirit helping us to understand truth.

vii. John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth hi m: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
viii. John 14:24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
1. Notice in both of these two passages from John 14 that Jesus starts out by stating that those who love him will keep his teachings and commandments. 

2. Then Jesus states that for those who have received his teachings will have the Holy Spirit sent to them. 

3. This is significant because Jesus is telling us plainly that in order to receive the Holy Spirit we must abide in his teachings. 

a. So, if we receive Jesus’ teachings then he will send the Holy Spirit to us and the Holy Spirit will teach us to understand all the things spoken by Christ, which we have already accepted, 

b. In which case the Holy Spirit will keep us in remembrance of those things as well.

4. That is the pattern. 

a. Receive Jesus’ teachings. 

b. Then receive the Holy Spirit who will help us understand, remember, and continue to abide in those teachings. 

5. Having heard Jesus say this, John restates the very same thing in his first epistle.

6. 1 John 2:24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.
a. Notice the similarities with Jesus words in John 14. 

b. Most importantly, we can see by comparison with John 14 that John’s mention of an anointing here (as well as in verse 20 below) is a reference to the presence of the Holy Spirit inside of us who teaches us the true meaning of the words of Christ Jesus. 

c. And like Jesus, John begins these verses by instructing his audience to remain in the teachings of Jesus Christ 

i. just as they have heard those teachings from the beginning. 

d. And then John goes on to talk about how the anointing (that is within them as a result of receiving Jesus’ teachings) will continue to teach them so that they don’t need anyone else to teach them.

e. Now, what does John mean that they don’t need anyone else to teach them? 

i. First, we should notice that this statement is conditional. 

ii. ONLY IF they stayed in the teaching of Christ Jesus as it had been taught from the beginning were they without need of someone else to teach them. 

iii. Therefore, this statement does NOT apply to situations or persons who deviate from the teaching of Jesus Christ as it was taught from the beginning.

f. Second, notice that remaining in the original doctrine of Jesus Christ as it was taught from the beginning is the theme of this passage.

7. 1 John 2:14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

8. 1 John 2:21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

9. 1 John 2:24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.
a. John’s emphasis to his audience that they will remain in the Father and the Son only if they remain in the teaching as it has been taught from the beginning is also echoed in other passages likewise instructing Christians to remain in the teaching just as they have received it from the apostles. 

i. (Romans 16:17-18, 1 Corinthians 11:2, Galatians 1:6-8, Ephesians 4:11-15, Ephesians 4:6-7, 2 Thessalonians 2:15, 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15, 1 Timothy 4:1. 1 Timothy 4:9-16, 1 Timothy 6:3-5, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2 Timothy 2:2, 2 Timothy 2:25, Titus 1:9, 13, Titus 2:1, Titus 2:7, 2 John 1:9-11, Jude 1:3.) 

b. Third, notice that John is talking about false teachers in this passage who are trying to lead Christians away from the teaching as it was taught from the beginning.

10. 1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

a. In contrast to John’s audience who John instructs to remain in the teaching of Christ Jesus, 

i. John also talks about such men who started out among the Christians but have not remained. 

b. These men went on to deny that Jesus is the Christ. 

c. And John even calls them liars, 

i. which indicates that they were telling these false beliefs to others, and so these men were teaching false things about Christ Jesus. 

d. It is concerning these false teachers that John writes, “if that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you… ye need not that any man teach you.” 

i. For, these men had departed from the truth and were now teaching falsehood 

ii. and so John writes to the Christians that if they remain in the doctrine of Christ, they have no need of such men to teach them 

iii. because they already have the truth while the things that these men teach are mere lies.

e. But again, the essential point from John’s epistle is that exemption from needing a teacher was conditional 

i. only applied to those who were remaining in Jesus’ teaching as it had been taught from the beginning. 

1. Therefore, this passage cannot be use by those who deviate from Jesus’ original teaching. 

2. Such persons are not exempt from needing a teacher. 

ii. Furthermore, in this passage ONLY those who remaining in Jesus’ teaching as it had been taught from the beginning could expect the Holy Spirit to help them further understand. 

1. Consequently, this passage does NOT support the idea that the Holy Spirit will teach those who do NOT hold to Jesus’ teaching as it was taught from the beginning. 

2. If a person has doctrine that differs from the original teaching of Christ Jesus, they cannot expect to be taught inwardly by the Holy Spirit. 

a. However, they can receive help for their mistaken doctrine through the external preaching of men who hold to sound doctrine. 

b. So, they are not without help.

iii. in this passage, the kinds of teachers that Christians are exempt from are those teachers who would lead us away from Jesus’ teaching as it was taught from the beginning. 

1. Therefore, nothing in this passage can be used to support the idea of exemption from teachers who teach us correct doctrine as it was taught from the beginning.

iv. we can clearly see these points above in Hebrews 5:11-6:3.

11. Hebrews 5:11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this will we do, if God permit.

a. In contrast to John’s comments in 1 John 2, where John teaches that those who understand and remain in sound doctrine do not need to subject themselves to false teachers, 

i. here in Hebrews 5:11-6:3, Paul teaches that those who do not yet properly understand Christ’s teachings are still in need of orthodox teachers to teach them.


b. In this passage from Hebrews, Paul states that he has many things to teach his audience 

i. but that he cannot do so because they are dull of hearing and do not yet understand the basics of God’s Word. 

c. And Paul comments that because his audience doesn’t understand the basics of the doctrine of Christ, they therefore still “need that one teach” them. 

d. And notice that Paul says that enough time has past that his audience should be teachers themselves by now. 

i. So, Paul is not talking about new converts to Christianity. 

ii. He is talking about people who’ve been Christians long enough to be teachers 

1. but they still need teachers themselves 

2. because they have not yet come to understand the doctrine of Christ Jesus.

e. And notice the list of things that Paul counts among the basic doctrine: 

i. repentance, 

ii. faith, 

iii. baptisms, 

iv. laying on of hands, 

v. the resurrection of the dead, 

vi. and eternal judgment. 

f. This covers every aspect of doctrine from conversion through the return of Christ and eschatology, which ends at the final judgment. 

i. All these, according to Paul, are things that a person must understand or else “they are yet a babe.” 

g. And according to Paul, if a person doesn’t understand such things, not only are they immature, but they are still in need of someone else to teach these things to them. 

i. Therefore, no one can claim to be exempt from needing a teacher so long as they still do not understand the basics that Paul lists here.

h. But we would like to add one additional point. 

i. If everything from repentance to eschatology are “the foundations” and “the basics” according to Paul, then what is the “meat” of the Word that Paul wants to go on to talk about here? 

ii. Well, notice in chapter 6:1, that Paul says, “let us go on unto perfection.” 
1. In chapter 5:7-9, Paul was talking about the character of Jesus Christ, how he endured even suffering with faith and patience. 

2. But Paul has to stop talking about the development of the character of Christ Jesus because his audience still doesn’t understand the basics, which include everything from repentance to eschatology. 

iii. In saying this, Paul is defining everything from repentance to eschatology as the milk and the basic foundation and simultaneously defining development of the character of Christ as the meat, 

1. which is developed only after that foundation is laid.

iv. In other words, Paul wants to talk about character 

1. but he can’t because an understanding of everything from repentance to eschatology comes first and provides the foundation of character development and his audience does not yet understand those things. 

v. This is very significant in two ways. 

1. First, far from having God be unconcerned with our doctrine as long as we focus on character, here Paul is teaching that God first wants us to understand doctrine because that forms the necessary foundation of good character development.

2. Second, in listing everything from repentance to eschatology as the basics, Paul is defining what he considers to be “essential doctrines.” 

a. In modern terms, Church leaders often want to define the “essentials” as strictly those things that deal with the Trinity, the nature of Christ Jesus, and how Christ Jesus obtained our salvation through his death and resurrection. 

b. But Paul’s definition of the essentials is much broader than that. 

c. Paul’s definition of the essentials spans from repentance to Revelation, so to speak.

i. And more to the point, according to Paul, anyone who does not yet understand these things is still in need of a teacher. 

i. As such, the exemption from the need for a teacher describing in 1 John 2 does not apply to anyone who doesn’t yet understand sound doctrine. 

j. In short, if you don’t understand sound doctrine as it was taught from the beginning concerning topics from repentance to revelation, then you cannot assert that you are exempt from needing a human teacher 

i. because you have the Holy Spirit inside of you. 

k. A person only becomes exempt from needing a human teacher when they understand and remain in the foundational range of doctrines defined by Paul in Hebrews 6:1-3, 

i. and only then can such a person invoke reliance solely on the Holy Spirit to keep them in sound doctrine.

XI. Discerning Things Spiritually

a. Construct No. 9: Spiritual things are spiritually discerned.

i. Introductory Notes:

1. In modern times, the phrase “spiritual things are spiritually discerned” has in some circles been taken as synonymous for the idea that doctrine and morals are learned through inner feelings or leadings from the Hold Spirit 

a. as opposed to learning spiritual truths through diligent study of the scriptures. 

2. This phrase “spiritual things are spiritually discerned” is lifted from 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3, which we will examine below. 

ii. Main Texts

1. 1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

iii. Primary Implications

1. The key to using this passage to support the modern doctrine of being led by inner feelings or impressions from the Holy Spirit comes by way of equating the phrases “man’s wisdom” and “natural man” or “carnal man” with human reason and a verse by verse logical analysis of scripture. 

2. But, if these phrases do not refer to reason and logical analysis, then there is no reason to suppose that this passage favors the idea of the Holy Spirit leading us in ways that circumvent reason and diligent study.

iv. Analysis

1. One essential point is that in this passage Paul is most certainly contrasting 

a. the “natural man” or “carnal man” who speaks and learns using “man’s wisdom” 

b. to the “spiritual man” who “discerns spiritually.” So, this entire investigation is summed up by deciphering what Paul means by a “spiritual man?”

2. Fortunately, our examination of previous passages earlier in this study will help us greatly as we examine this passage. 

3. First, we will take note of some key words and concepts used by Paul in this passage. 

a. In chapter 2:13, Paul speaks of things that are taught by the Holy Spirit. 

b. In 1 Corinthians 2-3, Paul contrasts the natural or carnal man with the spiritual man. 

c. Likewise, Paul contrasts man’s wisdom with the idea of “spiritually discerning.” 

d. Additionally, in chapter 3:1, Paul contrasts being “spiritual” with being “carnal.” 

e. And finally, in verses 1-2 of chapter 3, Paul associates being carnal with being babes who walk as men and are unable to be fed with meat. 

f. In contrast, Paul also associates being “spiritual” with being mature, able to eat meat, and walking not as men but walking after the Spirit of God.

4. We find all of these concepts 

a. In John 14-16 and 1 John 2:14-27, which we examined during Constructs Nos. 7 and 8, 

b. in Romans 8:1-4, which we examined during Construct No. 5, 

c. and in Hebrews 5:11-6:3, which we examined during Constructs Nos. 7 and 8. 

5. During Constructs Nos. 7 and 8, we discussed exactly how the Holy Spirit teaches us by speaking only what he hears, not things of himself but reminding us of the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
a. From our examination of those passages during Constructs Nos. 7 and 8, we know that Paul’s use of the phrase “things taught by the Spirit” here in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 does not refer to the Holy Spirit showing us which doctrines or truths are correct through inner feelings or impressions. 
b. Instead, the phrase “things taught by the Holy Spirit” is simply Paul’s reference back to Jesus’ own instructions regarding how the Holy Spirit would teach Christians, which originates back in John 14-16. 
c. As such, Paul’s reference to things taught by the Holy Spirit in NO way alters the manner in which Jesus described the Holy Spirit would teach us – 
i. namely, by reminding us of what Jesus’ has already taught on these subjects and helping us to understand that teaching.
d. Consequently, nothing about the phrase “things taught by the Spirit” in 1 Corinthians 2:13 adds any support to the doctrine of being led 
i. in a manner apart from the application of reason and logical analysis of scriptures 
ii. and instead by means of inner feelings or impressions from the Holy Spirit.
6. And as we have pointed out above, in 1 Corinthians 2-3, Paul contrasts the natural or carnal man with the spiritual man. Likewise, Paul contrasts man’s wisdom with the idea of “spiritually discerning.” 

a. Additionally, in chapter 3:1, Paul contrasts being “spiritual” with being “carnal.” 

b. We found these same things addressed by Paul in Romans 8, which we examined during Construct No. 5. 

i. Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
ii. Paul’s comments here in Romans 8 are very similar to his comments in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3. 

1. In Romans 8:7-8, Paul says that the carnal mind cannot do the things of God and cannot please God because it is at enmity with God. 

a. In 1 Corinthians 2:14, Paul likewise states that the “natural man” or “carnal man” cannot receive the things of the Spirit for they are foolishness to him. 

2. And, in Romans 8:6, Paul contrasts being “carnally minded” with being “spiritually minded.” 

a. Likewise, in 1 Corinthians 2:14-15, Paul contrasts the “natural man” with “he that is spiritual” who “spiritually discerns.” 

b. Paul even uses the terms “carnal” and “spiritual” in this same contrasting manner during 1 Corinthians 2:14-3:3. 

3. It is clear that Paul has the same ideas in mind here in both passages.

iii. Our article series on Christian Liberty as well as portions of our article series on the Redemption establish what Paul means by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus here in Romans 8. 
1. For the sake of time and efficiency, we will not restate those arguments here. 
iv. In summary, 

1. by comparing the relevant New Testament passages we can see that the Law of Christ was known by various synonyms in the New Testament. 

2. It is called “the law of liberty” by James in James 1:25 and James 2:12. 

3. It is also called “the royal law” by James in James 2:8. 

4. It is called “the Law of Christ” by Paul in Galatians 6:2. 

5. In 2 Corinthians 3:17, Paul states that where the Spirit of God is there is liberty. 

a. And so, here in Romans 8:2, it is called the “Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, which has see us FREE.” 

6. Furthermore, we know from the words of both Jesus and Paul (Matthew 22:36-40, Mark 12:28-31, Romans 13:8-10) that the Law of Christ involved 2 commandments 

a. and that these 2 commandments contained within themselves all of the 10 commandments 

b. except for the command to keep the seventh day of the week (the Sabbath.)

c. Rather than indicating that the Holy Spirit leads us through some inner feeling or impression, 
i. Romans 8 is plainly stating that when we follow after obedience to the Law of life in Christ Jesus (the Law of Christ, Law of Liberty), that we are following after the Spirit rather than after the flesh. 
ii. Conversely, if we follow after the Spirit by obeying the Law of Christ, then those who are obeying the Law of Christ are being led by the Spirit since it is the Spirit they follow after by obeying Christ.
d. By contrast, in Romans 8:5-8, those who are not following after obedience to the Law of Christ Jesus are carnally minded. 
i. This is Paul’s definition for the “natural man,” which is also know as the “carnal mind.” 
ii. And this is Paul’s definition for the “spiritual man” who is “spiritually minded” and, thus, discerns things spiritually. 
iii. As we can see, neither in Romans 8 nor in 1 Corinthians 2:9-33 do these terms refer to learning what is true and false from inner feelings given by the Holy Spirit. 
iv. Nor do these terms in any way oppose the need to employ reason and logical analysis to understand scripture and doctrine.
1. Paul is not stating that a person must rely on inner feelings from the Holy Spirit to understand spiritual truths. 
2. Instead, Paul is stating that a person who follows after the desires of their flesh is carnally minded and will not be able to understand the things of the Spirit because his sinful desires will obstruct his view. 
3. Conversely, a person who pursues obedience to the teachings of Christ Jesus will be able to understand the things of the Spirit because, as Romans 8:13 teaches, they are mortifying the desires of their sinful flesh, and therefore their view is not obstructed.
7. And finally, we also noted that in 1 Corinthians 3:1-2, Paul associates being carnal with being babes who walk as men and are unable to be fed with meat. 
a. In contrast, Paul also associates being “spiritual” with being mature, able to eat meat, and walking not as men but walking after the Spirit of God. 
b. We found these same things addressed by Paul in Hebrews 5:11-6:3, which we examined during Constructs Nos. 7 and 8.
c. Hebrews 5:11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this will we do, if God permit.

d. Here in Hebrews 5-6, Paul states that he has “many things to say” 

i. but he cannot do so because his audience is still in “need of milk, and not of strong meat,” which indicates that they are “babes” and not of “full age.” 

e. Very similarly, in 1 Corinthians 3, Paul states that he “could not speak” to his audience “as unto spiritual” 

i. but instead he must speak to them are “carnal, even as babes in Christ,” who are still in need of “milk, and not meat.” 

ii. 1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
f. Paul’s language is identical in these passages.

i. By comparing both passages we can see that 
1. Paul’s point in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 is NOT that “discerning spiritually” means that Christians should learn moral and doctrinal truths by inner feelings or impressions from the Holy Spirit without relying upon reason and logical analysis of scripture. 
2. Instead, just as in Hebrews 5-6, in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 Paul’s definition of not being “spiritual” is being a babe, unskilled in the Word of God.
g. Furthermore, during our examination of Constructs Nos. 7 and 8, we discussed the doctrine of “perfection” that Paul wishes he could go on to teach about in Hebrews 5:11-6:3. 

i. In that section, we discussed how “perfection” in the New Testament is a reference to “maturity,” or “full age” as Paul states in Hebrews 5:14.  

ii. In Hebrews 5:7-9, Paul was talking about the character of Jesus Christ, how he endured even suffering with faith and patience. 

1. But Paul has to stop talking about developing the character of Christ Jesus because those in his audience are still babes. 

2. Thus, foundational doctrine ranging from repentance to eschatology is defined as milk for babes and meat is defined as doctrines regarding character development. 

iii. Consequently, by saying in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 that his Corinthians audience are still carnal babes who are not spiritual, Paul is saying that they 
1. have not developed mature understanding of doctrine 
2. nor have they been able to develop godly character 
3. and so they are still carnal. 
iv. The result is that in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3, Paul is NOT saying that relying on reason or logical analysis of scripture is the “natural man” or being “carnally minded.” 
1. Thus, Paul is not suggesting that reliance upon inner feelings from the Holy Spirit is the God-given substitute to reliance upon reason and logical analysis.
v. Instead, Paul is stating that when a person does not obey the Law of Christ, they are still carnal. 
1. And as such, they are not spiritual and so they cannot understand the things of the Spirit because they follow after the desires of their flesh. 
a. Thus, Paul’s prerequisite for understanding spiritual truths in 1 Corinthains 2:9-3:3 is not that one must listen to inner feelings of some kind from the Holy Spirit instead of using reason and analysis. 
2. Instead, Paul’s prerequisite for understanding spiritual truths in 1 Corinthains 2:9-3:3 is that one must not be pursuing the desires of the flesh, which is what makes one carnal. 
a. As we have seen, 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 is very similar to his statements in Romans 8 in this regard.
vi. Additionally, such persons are not spiritual because they are still babes who don’t yet understand the fundamental teachings of Christ as spoken of by Paul in Hebrews 6:1-3. 
1. Being babes they are still carnal, because as Paul states in Hebrews 5:11-6:3, understanding those basic doctrines provides the necessary foundation that allows us to go on to perfection and maturity, or “full age” in Christ so that we cease to be carnal.
h. Thus, as opposed to being “carnal,” being “spiritual” in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 refers to pursuing obedience to the Law of Christ rather than the desires of the flesh. 
i. And furthermore, “spiritually discerning” in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 refers to those who learn the teachings of Christ as they pursue obedience to the Law of Christ 
i. As opposed to those who fail to learn the teachings of Christ because they do so while seeking to create an ideology that will allow them to gratify the desires of their flesh. 
j. The result is that in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3, Paul is NOT saying that relying on reason or logical analysis of scripture is the “natural man” or being “carnally minded.” 
i. And, Paul is not suggesting reliance upon inner feelings from the Holy Spirit as the God-given substitute to reliance upon reason and logical analysis of the scriptures.
k. Nothing in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 in any way defines relying upon reason as “unspiritual.” 
i. And nothing in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 alters what we established in depth from John 14-16, 
1. that the role of the Holy Spirit with regard to learning doctrine is to remind us of what Jesus’ has already taught on these subjects and help us to understand that teaching. 
l. Effectively, there is nothing in Paul’s comments in 1 Corinthians 2:9-33 that differs from what we’ve already established in our examinations of Romans 8, John 14-16, and Hebrews 5-6 concerning the role of the Holy Spirit. 
i. Nothing in 1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 even remotely suggests that “discerning spiritual” refers to learning by means of inner feelings from the Holy Spirit as opposed to applying reason and logical analysis to the scripture.
8. As we said in the beginning of this section, the key to using this passage to support the modern doctrine of being led by inner feelings or impressions from the Holy Spirit comes by way of 

a. equating the phrases “man’s wisdom” and “natural man” or “carnal man” with human reason and a verse by verse logical analysis of scripture. 

9. But, as we have shown, these phrases refer to pursuing the sinful desires of the flesh. 

a. They do not refer to reason or logical analysis. 

b. And since these phrases do not refer to reason and logical analysis, there is no reason to suppose that this passage favors the idea of the Holy Spirit leading us in ways that circumvent reason and diligent study. 

c. **1 Corinthians 2:9-3:3 simply states that a person will not be able to understand spiritual truths so long as they are led by their sinful desires.

i. (NOTE: For more information about the how the New Testament defines and describes the difference between being carnal and spiritual, please visit our article series on Spiritual Warfare.)

XII. Study Conclusions

a. As we close, we would like to mention a few other thoughts, which have not into previous sections. 

i. Particularly, we would like to point out that we really lack any statements in the New Testament where the Holy Spirit is specifically described as leading someone through a feeling. 

ii. What we have instead is largely 2 categories. 

1. In the first category we have passages such as Matthew 4:1 and Luke 4:1, which simply state that the Holy Spirit led someone without providing any indication of how this leading was accomplished. 

2. And in the second category we have passages such as Acts 8:29 and 13:2 where the Holy Spirit is depicted as saying specific words, even words that a whole company of people here at out loud at once.

iii. Because this is the case, we are inclined to interpret passages, which do NOT specify how the Holy Spirit leads in light of those passages, which DO specify that the Holy Spirit led through clear statements that could be recorded for us word for word. 

1. The result is that when we read a passage that does not specify how the Holy Spirit led someone, we should assume that the Holy Spirit is leading that person through clear words, just as we have seen in the other passages. 

2. Since no alternative form of leading is presented in the New Testament, including inner feelings or impressions, the only indications provided in the New Testament for how the Holy Spirit leads are that he leads through words, which are so clear that they can be written down word for word. 

iv. Furthermore, the use of the phrase “word of knowledge” and “word of wisdom” with regard to spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 strongly indicates that those two gifts manifest in the form of words from the Holy Spirit, which could be recorded clearly word for word. 

1. Because these 2 gifts are called “words,” we cannot use the existence of these gifts in the New Testament to support the idea of being led through feelings or impressions. 

2. Additionally, the categorization of these 2 gifts as “words” given by God through the Holy Spirit indicate that these gifts were in operation in such passages as Acts 8:29, Acts 13:2 and Acts 16:6-7 where we see the Holy Spirit giving clear directions. 

3. Since there is reason to believe that the knowledge and wisdom given by the Holy Spirit in Acts 8:29, Acts 13:2 and Acts 16:6-7 ought to be considered instances of the “words of wisdom” and “words of knowledge” spoken of in 1 Corinthians 12, 

a. such passages as Acts 8:29, Acts 13:2 and Acts 16:6-7 would not provide any support for the notion that the Holy Spirit leads through inner feelings or impressions. 

b. So, at long last we have arrived at an understand of the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of individual believers with regard to moral behavior, doctrine, and the situations of daily living. 

i. In our search through scripture, including our investigation of passages commonly used to support the doctrine that the Holy Spirit leads us through inward feelings and impressions of one kind or another, we have found no trace of such a doctrine. 

ii. Instead we have found the following to be true. 

1. As a result of our study on the Charismatic combined with the specific context of passages about the gifts, we find that passages about words of knowledge, words of wisdom, and prophecy do not in any way support the doctrine that in modern times the Holy Spirit leads Christians through inner feelings and impressions. 

2. In the absence of the charismatic gifts, we have no reason to suspect or believe or operate as though the Holy Spirit will give us wisdom for specific situations such as where to live, where to move, what job to take, or who to marry, etc. by means of inner feelings or even direct words, such as words of knowledge or words of wisdom. 

3. In fact, even if these gifts were available today, we still would not be able to expect the Holy Spirit to lead us through inner feelings since no such concept is ever depicted in the New Testament including in passages about the charismatic gifts. 

c. Furthermore, we might add the following concerning the specific issues and decisions in our individual lives in life that the Bible does not address. 

i. Unanswered questions?

1. Should I marry this person? 

2. Should I move to this place or stay put? 

3. What career path should I take? 

4. Should I take this job offer? 

5. Should I buy this house? 

ii. The Bible doesn’t tell us what to do in these situations, but it does give us all the information that we need to know in order to make good decisions. 

1. As long as we make these decisions in accord with the things that the Bible does teach, God will be pleased and we will do well.

iii. Commentary

1. Should I marry this person? Are they a Christian? Do they have sound doctrine? Have they been divorced? 

a. The Bible gives us guidelines for making this decision and as long as we stay within those guidelines, God has required nothing more of us than to follow His Word. 

b. He does NOT require that we follow His Word PLUS something else, which He hasn’t specified in His Word. 

2. Should we move to someplace else? What job should we take? 

a. Well, will the move or the job distract you from God’s Word? 

b. As long as it won’t distract us then we are free to take it. 

c. God promises to meet our needs if we seek His kingdom first. 

d. God does NOT require that we seek His kingdom AND take the specific job that He hasn’t told us about in His Word. 

iv. The Bible may not tell us what choices to make in these types of specific situations, but the Bible does tell us what criteria to use when making the decision. 

1. And that is all God requires of us, that we make choices that are in line with the requirements of His Word. 

2. Our success in God’s plan for our lives is a matter of our obeying His Word. 

3. Our success in God’s plan for our lives is NOT a matter of our obeying His Word PLUS a bunch of things that He hasn’t said in His Word. 

4. The bottom line is that God has already revealed to us in His Word everything that He wants and requires of us to do. 

5. And beyond that, as long as we abide by that and put God first, God has left the specific choices up to us.

d. We have also found throughout the New Testament, starting with Jesus’ own instructions about the Holy Spirit throughout the Gospel of John, that the role of the Holy Spirit is 

i. to convince mankind about sin and to teach mankind about truth by reminding men of the teachings of Jesus’ Christ and helping us to then understand those teachings. 

ii. And we have shown that throughout the New Testament this role of convincing men of truth and sinfulness was 

1. first carried out by Jesus 

2. and then after his ascension it was to be carried on by his disciples, 

a. whom the Holy Spirit would 

i. help remember, 

ii. help continue in, 

iii. and help testify about the teachings already proclaimed by Christ Jesus. 

iii. So, rather than Christians being convicted from the Holy Spirit through inner feelings or impressions instead of studying scripture or being taught by one another, 

1. what we find is that the role of the Holy Spirit was to help men teach the Gospel to other men and that the means of teaching truth was by referring back to the teachings of Jesus Christ as they were originally taught. 

iv. And rather than Christians being convicted from the Holy Spirit through inner feelings or impressions in areas where they have not studied or examined thoroughly, 

1. what we find is that the role of the Holy Spirit was to remind us, which implies that we have already been exposed to and exposed ourselves to the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

v. Today, the teachings of Jesus and how his apostles passed on those exact teachings are recorded for us in the New Testament, 

1. which makes the New Testament the primary means of our learning truth. 

vi. Even the role that the Holy Spirit currently plays in our lives is to remind us of what we’ve already heard and read and studied in scripture so that we can put together the correct understanding of the Word of God. 

1. That is the role of the Holy Spirit, 

a. not to speak of Himself, 

b. but to say only what He has heard 

c. and so to remind us of the teachings of Christ now recorded for us in scripture and to help us understand them as we learn them. 

2. And, if we struggle to understand or to be disciplined while we study, we can pray for the Holy Spirit to help us in this regard since that is his role. 

3. **But nowhere do we find any basis for thinking that the role of the Holy Spirit is to show us which behaviors, which doctrine, or which daily situations and relationships we ought to choose through inner feelings or impressions.

e. Consequently, the result of our investigation is that the Bible demands that Christians abide by a standard of truth determination that is objective rather than subjective. 

i. The moral behavior, doctrine, and even daily priorities and choices that we make are determined by the standard of the Bible itself, 

1. which is an objective standards since it exists outside the mind and can be observed and evaluated by all persons. 

ii. This keeps us accountable to a standard that exists outside of ourselves and beyond ourselves, the Bible.

1. which in turn keeps us from functioning as our own highest authority 

iii. Conversely, the moral behavior, doctrine, and even daily priorities and choices that we make are not to be determined by the subjective standard of feelings, impressions, or things of like kind that we experience internally. 

1. As we have seen, the Bible gives no credence to or direction toward such things.

f. And in closing, we have seen that all of the popular phrases used to refer to and support doctrines about being led by the Holy Spirit through inner feelings and impressions have 

i. resulted merely from lifting specific phrases out of scripture, 

ii. removing them from their context, 

iii. and deriving new doctrines that have nothing to do with the author’s intended meaning. 

iv. As such, even though the popular phrases used to support this doctrine are derived from phrases that are found in scripture, these doctrines themselves do not find any support from the scriptures from which they are derived.

PAGE  
1

