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ADDENDUM: Humans and Angels: How Similar are We?

I. Introduction

a. Definitions

i. Ontology - noun. the study of the nature of existence and being in the abstract. 

1. Ontology is a compound word comprised of two Greek words, "ontos" (meaning "being") and "logos" (meaning "discourse.") 

2. In practical terms, ontology is just a fancy philosophical word for the study of "what something is." 

3. The focus is what nature something has. 

4. In the case of angels and humans, the issue would be to what extent the nature of an angel differs from what it means to be by nature a man.

b. Relevant Commentary

i. On genetic level, no species is closer to human beings than the Chimpanzee.
1. “Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes), Taxonomy – Genetic analysis suggest that humans and chimps diverged four million to eight million years ago and that at least 98 percent of the human and chimpanzee genomes are identical.” – Britannica.com

2. “Chimpanzee - …the degree to which chimpanzees and humans are genetically close is a subject of dispute, with estimates of the amount of DNA the species share ranging from 94.6% to 99.4%.” – The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition.  2001.

ii. The DNA of the Chimp is around 95% similar to that of humans.

1. However, biologically speaking, one of the key ways we distinguish between one species and another is whether or not two organisms can interbreed and produce viable offspring.

2. Even with more than 95% genetic similarity, Chimps and humans are still considered two distinct species.

iii. Yet in Genesis 6, we find that some angels did, at times, come down and take human wives through whom they produced offspring. 

1. Genesis 6:1-4

2. Objections to this interpretation of Genesis 6

a. too close to the stories we find in pagan mythology

b. angels and men are too ontologically distinct to be able to interbreed

3. Rebuttal to these objections

a. NOTE: any similarities in pagan myths are GENERAL in nature and are INCOMPATIBLE with the SPECIFIC details of Jesus’ life and deeds

b. Perhaps in a natural way, the truths once known by ancient pre-flood and post-flood civilizations were perverted over time to the distorted forms we find in mythology

i. If this case, then GENERAL similarity in pagan myths would not require the rejection of such an interpretation of Genesis 6, since the pagan myths would have evolved from historic realities recorded in Genesis 

c. Earliest post-canonical Christians believed these GENERAL similarities existed because the pagan myths…

i. post-dated the writings of Moses and the prophets

ii. were written by the poets under the influence/direction of the demons

iii. in some cases, fictitious imitations of Moses

iv. in other cases, things perpetrated by the fallen angels and demons who called themselves gods

JUSTIN MARTYR, THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. XXIII.--THE ARGUMENT.

And that this may now become evident to you--(firstly(3)) that whatever we assert in conformity with what has been taught us by Christ, and by the prophets who preceded Him, are alone true, and are older than all the writers who have existed;…some, influenced by the demons before mentioned, related beforehand, through the instrumentality of the poets, those circumstances as having really happened, which, having fictitiously devised, they narrated, in the same manner as they have caused to be fabricated the scandalous reports against us…

CHAP. LIV.--ORIGIN OF HEATHEN MYTHOLOGY.

But those who hand down the myths which the poets have made, adduce no proof to the youths who learn them; and we proceed to demonstrate that they have been uttered by the influence of the wicked demons, to deceive and lead astray the human race. For having heard it proclaimed through the prophets that the Christ was to come, and that the ungodly among men were to be punished by fire, they put forward many to be called sons of Jupiter, under the impression that they would be able to produce in men the idea that the things which were said with regard to Christ were mere marvellous tales, like the things which were said by the poets. And these things were said both among the Greeks and among all nations where they [the demons] heard the prophets foretelling that Christ would specially be believed in; but that in hearing what was said by the prophets they did not accurately understand it, but imitated what was said of our Christ, like men who are in error, we will make plain. The prophet Moses, then, Was, as we have already said, older than all writers;

CHAP. LXIV.--FURTHER MISREPRESENTATIONS OF THE TRUTH.

From what has been already said, you can understand how the devils, in imitation of what was said by Moses, asserted that Proserpine was the daughter of Jupiter, and instigated the people to set up an image of her under the name of Kore [Cora, i.e., the maiden or daughter] at the spring-heads.

CHAP. V.--CHRISTIANS CHARGED WITH ATHEISM.

For the truth shall be spoken; since of old these evil demons, effecting apparitions of themselves, both defiled women and corrupted boys, and showed such fearful sights to men, that those who did not use their reason in judging of the actions that were done, were struck with terror; and being carried away by fear, and not knowing that these were demons, they called them gods, and gave to each the name which each of the demons chose for himself.

CHAP. XXI.--ANALOGIES TO THE HISTORY OF CHRIST.
But far be such a thought concerning the gods from every well-conditioned soul, as to believe that Jupiter himself, the governor and creator of all things, was both a parricide and the son of a parricide, and that being overcome by the love of base and shameful pleasures, he came in to Ganymede and those many women whom he had violated and that his sons did like actions. But, as we said above, wicked devils perpetrated these things.

CHAPTER V.-HOW THE ANGELS TRANSGRESSED.
But the angels transgressed this appointment, and were captivated by love of women, and begat children who are those that are called demons; and besides, they afterwards subdued the human race to themselves, partly by magical writings, and partly by fears and the punishments they occasioned, and partly by teaching them to offer sacrifices, and incense, and libations, of which things they stood in need after they were enslaved by lustful passions; and among men they sowed murders, wars, adulteries, intemperate deeds, and all wickedness. Whence also the poets and mythologists, not knowing that it was the angels and those demons who had been begotten by them that did these things to men, and women, and cities, and nations, which they related, ascribed them to god himself, and to those who were accounted to be his very offspring, and to the offspring of those who were called his brother), Neptune and Pluto, and to the children again of these their offspring. For whatever name each of the angels had given to himself and his children, by that name they called them.
CHAPTER X.-CHRIST COMPARED WITH SOCRATES.

And Socrates, who was more zealous in this direction than all of them, was accused of the very same crimes as ourselves. For they said that he was introducing new divinities, and did not consider those to be gods whom the state recognized. But he cast out from the state both Homer16 and the rest of the poets, and taught men to reject the wicked demons and those who did the things which the poets related;
d. there are certainly many pagan myths that contain GENERAL ideas of…

i. beings rising from death in some vague fashion 

ii. and with gods coming down and having children by human women

iii. If we were to reject interpretations of scripture on the grounds of even the vaguest or most GENERAL similarity with mythology, we would be forced to reject the incarnation of Jesus Christ and his resurrection

e. Logical fallacy of such rebuttals

i. Unless these things rebuttals come from the text of scripture itself…

1. they are mere presumptions brought to the text before exegesis

2. the resulting rejection of interbreeding in Genesis 6 is circular reasoning

a. the presumption that humans and angels are too distinct ontologically to interbreed, this is nothing more than an exercise in question begging

b. When we look at Genesis 6, we are examining the question of whether or not humans and angels interbred

c. Some might say it is a "fact" that humans and angels are too different to interbreed, so therefore that cannot be what Genesis 6 is trying to convey. 

d. However, we could just as easily assert the opposite: since Genesis 6 conveys that angels did interbreed with women, humans and angels are quite ontologically similar. 

e. But that’s just circular reasoning

f. Exegesis of Genesis 6 alone must be used to prove or disprove that interbreeding is being depicted

i. We must consider the evidence and let that evidence determine our conclusion

ii. Evidence we seen already

1. similarities between humans and angels in the Bible

a. angels can enter the human realm and physically touch human beings and other objects (Genesis 19:10,16, Acts 12:7, Isaiah 6:6-7, Daniel 8:18, and Matthew 28:2)

b. not only can angels eat human food (Genesis 18:2,7-8,16 and Genesis 19:3), but humans can also eat the food of angels (Psalms 78:23-25, Revelation 2:7, 22:14)

c. Our bodies will be like Jesus’ resurrected body (Philippians 3:20-21, 1 John 3:1-3)

i. Jesus’ resurrected body similar to what we see angels doing in scripture

ii. we find angels eating – Genesis 18:2,7-8,16 and 19:3

iii. we find angels touching human beings and other physical (earthly) items – Genesis 19:10,16, Acts 12:7, Isaiah 6:6-7, Daniel 8:18, and Matthew 28:2

iv. in the same way that angels do not reside tangibly on the visible earth but instead are able to enter and exit our realm from time to time, Jesus was also able to appear suddenly in rooms with locked doors (John 20:19,26)

d. d. Jesus' own words in which he stated that in the resurrection humans will be "as angels" and "equal to the angels" (Matthew 22:29-30, Luke 22:35-36) 

g. Initial theory from previous evidence 

i. rather than pointing to an unbridgeable ontological gulf between humans and angels, the existing evidence points to a great deal of similarities between humans and angels

1. With all these similarities, it appears that the difference between humans and angels may be only a temporary matter 

2. After the resurrection, it appears that the difference between humans and angels will fade

ii. when we look at Genesis, instead of coming to the text with the presumption that there is an ontological gulf between angels and humans, we must take an open-ended approach to that question

c. Relevant Scripture

i. Genesis 6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. 3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 

ii. Alternate Interpretation

1. Those who oppose that angels interbred with humans 

a. Some suggest that the phrase "sons of God" refers, not to angels, but to righteous human beings, 

b. similar to the way the New Testament refers to Christians as sons of God. However, there are several reasons to reject this interpretation. We will start with the text of Genesis 6 itself. 

iii. First Rebuttal to Alternate Interpretation

1. there are 2 groups spoken of in Genesis 2

a. all parties agree on this, while disagreeing over who each party categorically includes

2. we notice that the words "men," "of men," and "man" are used throughout this passage (6 times) are used to describe one of the groups
a. the primary and most instinctive connotation of the descriptive terms “men” and “man” is the trait of “humanness” 

i. so from the mere use of these terms, it seems that the author sought to identify was the humanness of this group

ii. to assert that these descriptions refer to “sinfulness” as opposed to “godliness” is a far less instinctive or natural way to take those terms

3. However, the second group is labeled differently, 

a. the term "sons of God" is used instead

i. this term appears twice

4. the clear function of these labels is to distinguish for readers one group from the other, 

a. since the first group is identified in terms of its humanity, the distinction of the second group is that it lacks this trait of the first group

b. Or, in other words, the terms "men," "of men," and "man" are used to precisely to distinguish this first group as humans from the second group, the "sons of God."

c. This is perhaps clearest in verses 2 and 4 where we see the phrases "sons of God" juxtaposed side by side with the phrase "daughters of men." 

d. Thus, it would seem that the use of the phrase "sons of God" in the midst of this passage was a deliberate attempt to distinguish that group from humankind 

iv. Second Rebuttal to Alternate Interpretation
1. if we reread this passage inserting the phrase "men" in place of "sons of God" and the pronouns wherever we find them, we can see the significance this distinction carries for this passage

2. Genesis 6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto [men], 2 That [men] saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and [the men] took them wives of all which [the men] chose...4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when [men] came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to [the men], the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 

3. if both groups are human, verses 1 and 2 would seem to become CAUSALLY backwards

a. By that interpretation, MEN (plural) began to multiply...and daughters were being born unto MEN (plural) in verse 1 BEFORE MEN (plural) began taking wives in verse 2

b. On the other hand, by interpreting "sons of God" as angels, a distinct entity from humans, this problem is easily solved

i. By interpreting "sons of God" as non-humans, we see that when MEN began to multiply with their wives, NON-MEN saw the daughters these MEN and their wives were having and then these NON-MEN took the human daughters for wives themselves and began to have "giants" as children

v. Third Rebuttal to Alternate Interpretation

1. only the interpretation that the "sons of God" are angels can explain two facts. 

a. First, only if the "sons of God" are angels would that explain why their children were "giants." 

b. And second, human men interbreeding with human women would not seem to warrant comment. 

i. What is so unusual about that? Not much. 

ii. In fact, since all of the previous chapter (Genesis 5) details the succession of children from Adam to Noah, particularly the line of righteous men including Seth, Enoch, and Noah, it would make little sense for chapter 6 to begin by telling us something we already know, that godly human males were having children by human females. 

iii. Instead, chapter 6 seems to be presenting to us new information regarding a matter not presented in chapter 5

1. that angels also began to interbreed with human women. 

vi. Fourth Rebuttal to Alternate Interpretation

1. Our fourth clue comes from the word "giant" itself. 

a. The Hebrew word translated into "giant" in verse 4 is the word "Nephilim." 

i. Nephilim occurs 3 times and is translated "giant" in all 3 occurrences. 

ii. The other 2 occurrences are in Numbers 13. 

b. Numbers 13:33 And there we saw the giants [05303], the sons of Anak, which come of the giants [05303]: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. 

i. Here, in Numbers 13, we see that the Hebrew word "Nephilim" is translated "giants" 

ii. but that the context itself defines why

1. The "Nephilim" were considered giants because compared to them, the Israelites viewed themselves as small as grasshoppers in the Nephilim's sight

2. So, these children that were produced by the "sons of God" and the "daughter of men" were not just mighty, but they were giants in proportion

2. If the "sons of God" were merely men, this would not explain why their children were giants. 

a. However, if the "sons of God" were angels, that would certainly explain why their offspring were giants. 

3. More information from the word "Nephilim" 

a. word "Nephilim" is derived from the Hebrew root word "naphal." 

b. Naphal literally means, "to fall, lie, be cast down, fail," 

i. this is extremely significant as we move to examine the New Testament on this issue. 

vii. Fifth Rebuttal to Alternate Interpretation 

1. The New Testament on this issue

a. 2 Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

i. Peter declares that angels of God sinned and were "cast down" to hell for this sin. 

1. (A little later on in our study we will move on to examine what we mean by "hell.") 

ii. While Peter doesn't identify what sin these angels were cast down for, it is significant to note that the "casting down" of these angels relates directly to the Hebrew term (Nephilim) for these giant offspring, which comes from a Hebrew root word for "cast down." 

b. Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

i. While Peter did not mention what sin the angels committed to warrant their being "cast down," this entire passage from Jude is devoted to condemning sexual misconduct. 

ii. Jude starts with the word "lasciviousness" in verse 4 with regard to ungodly men creeping in among them. 

1. The Greek word for lasciviousness is "aselgeia," which means, "unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence." 

2. So, right from the start, Jude is talking about lustful excesses. 

iii. But Jude continues with several historic examples of sexual misconduct from the Old Testament. 

1. First Jude refers to the Israelites, who upon exiting Egypt engaged in fornication, 

a. 1 Corinthians 10:1-8

2.  Skipping Jude's mention of the angels for the time being, we move on to Jude's third example. 

a. Jude's third example is the people of Sodom and Gomorrha who gave "themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh." 

iv. So, couched in between these two Old Testament examples of sexual misconduct, Jude mentions these angels who "kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation." 

1. From the context, it seems clear that this is not just a random example inserted out of place with no relationship to the rest of the passage. 

2. Rather, the placement of this example in the midst of a passage of about sexual misconduct indicates that these angels also committed sexual misconduct, just as Genesis 6 describes. 

3. And, since both Jude and Peter speak of these angels being kept in chains in darkness, we must conclude that they are both speaking of the same incident of angels leaving their heavenly abode and coming down to commit fornication with human women. 

e. Jude 1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.

a. Once again Jude makes a reference to those "wandering stars" who are in the "blackness of darkness" for ever. 

b. This time, however, Jude very significantly speaks of Enoch prophesying of this very same group of angels, who again were "walking after their own lusts" (verse 6.) 

i. First, this tells us that Jude is acquainted with writings that he attributes to Enoch. 

ii. We know Jude believes that this writing is from the actual patriarch Enoch and not just some pretender because Jude refers to him as the "seventh from Adam." 

iii. Second, this tells us that Jude considered this writing of Enoch to be a reliable source of information, at least with regard to this subject on which he is quoting Enoch. 

iv. What is significant about the Book of Enoch is that Enoch spends a lot of time detailing the account of angels coming down from heaven and having offspring with human wives. 

1. Enoch even gives the names of these angels. 

v. This tells us that the Jews of Jesus' day, including Jude (who is a brother of Jesus), were acquainted with this interpretation of Genesis. 

vi. And, the fact that Jude quotes from Enoch here, indicates that he himself interpreted Genesis 6 in the same way as the Book of Enoch interpreted it. 

1. This again provides more evidence that Genesis 6 has always been interpreted as a record of angels having children with human women. 

viii. Sixth Rebuttal to Alternate Interpretation 

1. Jesus’ himself comments on the idea of angels marrying

2. Matthew 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven
3. Luke 20:35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.
a. When questioned about marriage for the resurrected, Jesus states that resurrected humans are like angels and so, they are not given in marriage. 

b. Jesus’ comments could be interpreted to deny that angels are capable of engaging in marital behavior

c. OR Jesus’ words could hint that angels were not permitted to marry and that angels who did so disobeyed the will of God and left their status, just as Jude, Jesus' own brother writes, "angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation."

ix. Seventh Rebuttal to Alternate Interpretation

1. Lastly, the Book of Job provides evidence that in an Old Testament setting the phrase "sons of God" was employed as a reference to angels, not men. 

2. NOTE: Job is as old or older than the first five books and shows the “First Mention” and earliest, original, and precedent usage for the term “sons of God” – we should interpret Genesis 6 use of “sons of God” with this precedent and not with some unknown Biblical explanation.

3. Job 38:4 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. 5 Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? 6 Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; 7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 8 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb? 9 When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it, 10 And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, 11 And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?
a. Here, in this passage from Job, God is speaking. 

b. God is questioning Job to make a point that Job was not around when God laid the earth's foundations and when God set the boundaries for the sea and the land. 

i. This activity is described in Genesis 1:9-13 as occurring on the third day of the creation week. 

c. What is most significant is that man was not created until day six of the creation week (Genesis 1:24-31.) 

i. Yet, Job 38 tells us that when God laid the foundations of the earth and set the boundaries of the sea on the third day the "sons of God" were their shouting for joy.

ii. So, if men were not around on day 3, then the "sons of God" could not have been humans, but must have been angels. 

d. Also worthy of note is that Job not only refers to the "sons of God" but he also refers to them as "mornings stars." 

i. This is very similar to where Jude describes these angles who are imprisoned in darkness as "wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever" (Jude 1:6,13.) 

d. Summary Conclusions

i. it seems that the Bible consistently teaches that the difference between humans and angles is only temporary 

ii. it seems that humans and angels are currently similar enough not only to eat each other's food, but to interbreed with each other. 

iii. If we were speaking in biological terms, this would mean that humans and angels are close enough to be considered the same species, more similar to us than even Chimpanzees. 

iv. And, according to Jesus, when humans are resurrected, that distinction may fade entirely as humans become "as angels" and "equal unto angels" (Matthew 22:29-30, Luke 20:35-36) receiving "spiritual bodies" with which we enter the kingdom of God, according to Paul (1 Corinthians 15:44,50.) 

II. Identifying Spiritual Beings AND Comparison to Other Relevant Historic Texts
A. Types of Spiritual Beings

1. God

2. Angels

3. Man

4. Demons - the unclean (evil) spirits of the Nephilim

B. Who were the Nephilim?

1. For an in depth look at this subject please see our articles on Bible Cosmology entitled “Bodies in Heaven: Angels and Spirit Bodies” and “Humans and Angels: How Similar are We?” at http://www.geocities.com/biblestudying/cosmo-3.html)

2. Genesis 6:1-4 

a. 1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 2 That the sons (1121) of God (430) saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. 3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 4 There were giants (5303) in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons (1121) of God (430) came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.

b. Terminology 

1) “sons of God” 

a) in the Hebrew is “bnai (1121) Elohim (430)”

b) the Hebrew phrase “bnai Elohim” occurs five times in the OT (Genesis 6:2, 4, Job 1:6, 2:1, Job 38:7)

c) In Job 1:6, 2:1, and 38:7 the phrase “sons of God” refers to angels

d) (Job is considered by some to be the oldest book in the Bible)

2) The offspring of the angels and the daughters of men were called giants, which in the Hebrew is Nephilim (5303), which is derived from the Hebrew root word “naphal” (5307) meaning to fall, to be cast down, to throw down (which connects to Jude 1:4-8 and 2 Peter 2:4, which we will cover later)

c. CONCLUSION: Angels had offspring with the daughters of men

C. Ancient Judeo-Christian understanding of the Nephilim and demons

1. The Book of Enoch

a. details on the book of Enoch 

1) the copy of the Book of Enoch that is available today was penned during the second century BC (approx. 150 BC) – predating the NT by nearly two centuries

2) We have copies from both Ethiopia and the Dead Sea Scrolls, those from Ethiopia were made from a Greek manuscript, which was a copy of an earlier Semitic or Aramaic version

3) This book has astoundingly distinct prophecies of the Messiah and is written from a non-Jewish point of view (the words Israel, Jew, and Hebrew DO NOT appear in the book of Enoch) further indicating that this book originated before Abraham

b. Importance of the Book of Enoch to the Bible (see Addendum p.1-6 for extended listing)
1) its terminology and content are found in the Bible (both OT and NT – including: Daniel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 1 Corinthians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, Hebrews, Jude, and Revelation among others)

2) were known and understood at the time of Jesus

3) and are affirmed by the New Testament writers in the New Testament (and perhaps referred to and quoted in more than 50 passages)


a) Daniel 4:13, 17, 23 

a) the term “watchers” is used 3 times to refer to angels – this term is used nowhere else in the scripture to refer to angels, but the Book of Enoch uses it in this way 14 times

b) Jude 1:14 (Quote of Enoch 1:9)

b) Jude 1:14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 

c) Enoch 1:9 And behold! He cometh with ten thousands of His holy ones To execute judgement upon all, And to destroy all the ungodly: And to convict all flesh Of all the works of their ungodliness which they have committed, And of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.

c) The angels Michael and Gabriel are mentioned by name 5 times and 4 times (respectively) in the Bible, these names are found 18 times and 8 times (respectively) in the Book of Enoch

d) similar teachings in Enoch and the NT

a) Enoch 5:7 The elect shall possess light, joy, and peace, and they shall inherit the earth.
- Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

b) Enoch 19:1-2 So that they sacrifice to devils as to Gods.

- 1 Corinthians 10:20 The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God.

c) Enoch 22:8-13 [The angel Raphael addressing Enoch in the region of the dead:] Here their souls are separated ... by a chasm.

- Luke 16:26 [Abraham addressing the rich man from the region of the blessed] Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed.

d) Enoch 9:3-6 Then they said to the Lord, the King: Thou art Lord of lords, God of gods, King of kings. The throne of thy glory is for ever and ever, and for ever and ever is thy name sanctified and glorified. Thou art blessed and glorified. Thou hast made all things; thou possessest power over all things: and all things are open and manifest before thee. Thou beholdest all things, and nothing can be concealed from thee.

· Revelations 17:14; 19:16 King of kings, and Lord of lords.

· Revelations 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, and power; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are, and were created.

· Hebrews 4:13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight; but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.

e) Matthew 24:22,29,30 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved. ... Immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven. ... Then shall the tribes of the earth mourn; and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.

· Enoch 80:1-7 In the days of sinners the years shall be shortened... heaven shall stand still. The moon shall change its laws, and not be seen at its proper period; ... and all the classes of the stars shall be shut up against sinners.

· Enoch 62:4-6 And trouble shall seize them when they shall behold the Son of Woman sitting upon the throne of his glory.

f) Revelations 20:11-13,15 I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, ... and I saw the dead, small and great, standing before the throne; and the books were opened, which is the book of life, and the dead were judged out of those things that were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them. ... And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

- Enoch 47:3 He sat upon the throne of his glory, while the book of the living was opened in his presence, and while all the powers which were above the heavens stood around and before him.

g) Enoch 91:16 The former part of heaven shall depart and pass away, a new heaven shall appear.

- Revelations 21:1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.

h) Enoch 62:2, 4 The word of his mouth shall destroy all sinners, and all the ungodly shall perish at his presence. ... Trouble shall come upon them, as upon a woman in travail.

· 1 Thessalonians 5:3 Then sudden destruction cometh upon them as travail upon a woman with child, and they shall not escape.

· 2 Thessalonians 2:8 That wicked whom the Lord shall consume with the Spirit of his mouth.

c. Importance of the Book of Enoch to the early church (for an extended list see the Addendum p.7)

1) some early Christians accepted the Book of Enoch as authentic scripture

a) Barnabus (100 AD) (quotes it three times) 

- For the Scripture says, “And it will come to pass in the last days, that the Lord will deliver up the sheep of His pasture, their sheepfold, and their tower to destruction” (quote of Enoch 89:56-89)

b) Tertullian (160-230 AD)

- Since in the same scripture, Enoch has preached similarly concerning the Lord, nothing at all must be rejected by us that pertains to us. We read that every Scripture suitable for edification is divinely inspired. So it may now seem to have been rejected by the Jews for that very reason – just like nearly all the other portions that speak of Christ…To these considerations is added the fact that Enoch possesses a corroboration in the apostle Jude. 

c) Athenagorus regards Enoch as a true prophet (Legatio, 170 AD)

d) the ECF’s which approved of and supported the Book of Enoch: Barnabus (100), Tatian (110-172); Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons (120-202); Clement of Alexandria (150-220); Tertullian (160-230); Origen (186-255); Lactantius (260-330); in addition to: Methodius of Philippi, Minucius Felix, Commodianus, and Ambrose of Milanalso

d. Quotes from the Book of Enoch about angels and demons (for an extended list see the Addendum p.7-9)

1) the Nephilim are the children of angels and women

· Enoch, Chapter 15 – And go, say to the Watchers of heaven, who have sent thee to intercede for them: "You should intercede" for men, and not men 3 for you: Wherefore have ye left the high, holy, and eternal heaven, and lain with women, and defiled yourselves with the daughters of men and taken to yourselves wives, and done like the children 4 of earth, and begotten giants (as your) sons? And though ye were holy, spiritual, living the eternal life, you have defiled yourselves with the blood of women, and have begotten (children) with the blood of flesh, and, as the children of men, have lusted after flesh and blood as those also do who die 5 and perish.

· Enoch, Chapter 19 – 1 And Uriel said to me: 'Here shall stand the angels who have connected themselves with women,
2) the spirits of the Nephilim will be called demons and evil or unclean spirits

· Enoch, Chapter 10 – 8 And now, the giants, who are produced from the spirits and flesh, shall be called evil spirits upon 9 the earth, and on the earth shall be their dwelling. Evil spirits have proceeded from their bodies; because they are born from men and from the holy Watchers is their beginning and primal origin; 10 they shall be evil spirits on earth, and evil spirits shall they be called. [As for the spirits of heaven, in heaven shall be their dwelling, but as for the spirits of the earth which were born upon the earth, on the earth shall be their dwelling.] And the spirits of the giants afflict, oppress, destroy, attack, do battle, and work destruction on the earth, and cause trouble:

· Enoch, Chapter 69 – …this is he who showed the children of men all the wicked smitings of spirits and demons,
3) demons will be worshipped as gods and in the idols of pagans 

a) Enoch, Chapter 19 – 1 And Uriel said to me: 'Here shall stand the angels who have connected themselves with women, and their spirits assuming many different forms are defiling mankind and shall lead them astray into sacrificing to demons as gods, (here shall they stand,) till the day of the great judgement in 2 which they shall be judged till they are made an end of. 

b) Enoch, Chapter 99 – 7 And again I swear to you, ye sinners, that sin is prepared for a day of unceasing bloodshed. And they who worship stones, and grave images of gold and silver and wood (and stone) and clay, and those who worship impure spirits and demons, and all kinds of idols not according to knowledge, shall get no manner of help from them.
2. The Early Church Writers confirm the Book of Enoch (for an extended list see the Addendum p.9-13)

1) Ignatius (30-107 AD, disciple of John the Apostle) – demons worshipped as Gods

- CHAP. II.--IGNATIUS IS CONDEMNED BY TRAJAN. For Trajan…threatening them with persecution unless they should agree to(6) worship daemons, as did all other nations, thus compelled(7) all who were living godly lives either to sacrifice [to idols] or die…Thou art in error when thou callest the daemons of the nations gods.

2) Justin Martyr (c. 110-165 AD) 

– angels had children with women, who are called demons

a) "The angels transgressed this appointment and were captivated by love of women. And they begat children, who are those called demons."

b) "The poets and mythologists did not know that it was the [wicked] angels, and those demons who had been begotten by them…For they called them by whatever name each of the angels had given to himself and to his children."

– demons are worshipped as gods by the heathen
a)  CHAP. V.--CHRISTIANS CHARGED WITH ATHEISM. – For the truth shall be spoken; since of old these evil demons, effecting apparitions of themselves… not knowing that these were demons, they called them gods, and gave to each the name which each of the demons chose for himself…we not only deny that they who did such things as these are gods, (2) but assert that they are wicked and impious demons
b) CHAP. IX.--FOLLY OF IDOL, WORSHIP. And neither do we honour with many sacrifices and garlands of flowers such deities as men have formed and set in shrines and called gods… but have the names and forms of those wicked demons which have appeared.
– the demons that Jesus (and his disciples) cast out are the spirits of the children of angels and women

a) CHAP. LXXVI.--FROM OTHER PASSAGES THE SAME MAJESTY AND GOVERNMENT OF CHRIST ARE PROVED. And now we, who believe on our Lord Jesus, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, when we exorcise all demons and evil spirits, have them subjected to us.

3) Ireneaus (120-202 AD, disciple of Polycarp, the disciple of John the Apostle) – 

– demons are the children of angels and women

a) CHAP. VI. --THE ANGELS AND THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD COULD NOT HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF THE SUPREME GOD. By calling upon Him, even before the coming of our Lord, men were saved both from most wicked spirits, and from all kinds of demons, and from every sort of apostate power. This was the case, not as if earthly spirits or demons had seen Him, but because they knew of the existence of Him who is God over all, at whose invocation they trembled, as there does tremble every creature, and principality, and power, and every being endowed with energy under His government.

– demons are worshipped by the heathen as gods

a) CHAP. XII.  --DOCTRINE OF THE REST OF THE APOSTLES For, as they did not speak to the Gentiles in compliance with their notions, but told them with boldness that their gods were no gods, but the idols of demons;
– The demons are NOT angels, but are distinguished from them

a) CHAP. VI.--EXPLANATION OF THE WORDS OF CHRIST, "NO MAN KNOWETH THE FATHER, BUT THE SON," ETC.; WHICH WORDS THE HERETICS MISINTERPRET. pROOF THAT, BY THE FATHER REVEALING THE SON, AND BY THE SON BEING REVEALED, THE FATHER WAS NEVER UNKNOWN. …while He received testimony from all that He was very man, and that He was very God, from the Father, from the Spirit, from angels, from the creation itself, from men, from apostate spirits and demons, from the enemy, and last of all, from death itself.

4) Tertullian (approx. 197 AD) 

– demons are the children of angels and women

a) "Furthermore, we are instructed by our sacred books how from certain angels, who fell of their own free will, there sprang a more wicked demon brood, condemned of God along with the authors of their race…Their great business is the ruin of mankind. So, from the start, spiritual wickedness sought our destruction.

– demons are responsible for sickness, disease, and disability

a) Accordingly, they inflict upon our bodies diseases and other grievous calamities. And by violent assaults, they hurry the soul into sudden and extraordinary excesses…By an influence equally obscure, demons and angels breath into the soul, and rouse up its corruptions with furious passions and vile excesses." 

5) Athenagoras (approximately 175 AD) – demons are the children of angels and women

a) "These angels, then, who have fallen from heaven, and haunt the air and the earth, and are no longer able to rise to heavenly things, and the souls of the giants, who are the demons who wander about the world, perform similar actions."
6) Commodianus (approx. 240 AD) – demons are the children of angels and women and are worshipped as gods by the heathen

a) "From the seed [of the fallen angels and women], giants are said to have been born. By them, arts were made known in the earth. They taught the dyeing of wool and everything that is done. When they died, men erected images to them. Yet, because they were of an evil seed, the Almighty did not approve of their being brought back from death when they had died. For that reason, they wander and they now subvert many bodies. And it is these whom you [pagans] presently worship and pray to as gods."
2. CONCLUSIONS:

1) The Old Testament records that:

· before the Flood some of the angels came down from heaven and had children by the daughters of men

· These children of angels and men were called Nephilim

2) The Ancient Judeo-Christian understanding – Non-canonical (orthodox) texts from before and after the New Testament explain that:

a) the Nephilim would die and that their spirits would remain on the earth and would be called evil spirits and/or demons

b) These spirits of the Nephilim would be worshipped as gods by the heathen

c) Demons ARE NOT angels, demons are the offspring of angels and women – In both the Genesis account and in non-canonical orthodox writings the (spirits of the) Nephilim are distinguished from the angels 

D. The New Testament

1. words and definitions (see definitions section at the end of the study)

a. angel – aggelos (32)

b. demons (NIV, etc.) or devils (KJV) – daimonion (1140) (occurs 60 times) or daimon (1142) (occurs 3 times)

c. unclean spirit – akathartos (169) pneuma (4151) 

d. devil – diabolos (1228)

e. satan – satanas (4567)

2. Synonymous Usage

a. references to demons

1) daimonion (1140), daimon (1142), and daimonizomai (1139) are related Greek terms and are used interchangeably in the NT

2) all of these words are used to refer to demons (or demonic activity)

- Matthew 8:31 (at the Gergesenes) the devils (1142) petition Jesus to let them enter the pigs

- Mark 5:12 the devils (1142) petition Jesus to enter the pigs

- Luke 8:27 at Gadarenes (near Galilee), a man which had devils (1140) a long time (naked, and dwelled in the tombs) (v. 29 the devil is referred to as an unclean 169 spirit 4151 and the man is said to be driven by the devil 1142, diamon into the wilderness, v.31 they petition Jesus not to send them to the abyss 12)

b. demons and unclean spirits are used interchangeably in the NT

- Matthew 7:26-30, Matthew 8:16 (1139), Matthew 10:8, Luke 4:33-41, Luke 8:2, Luke 8:29 (1142), Luke 9:42, 1 Timothy 4:1, Revelation 8:29, Revelation 16:13-14, Revelation 18:2 (1142)

c. satanas and diabolos are used interchangeably in the NT

1) Jesus’ is tempted – Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:13, Luke 4:2-13

2) Parable of the sower – Mark 4:15, Luke 8:12 

3) Judas’ betrayal of Jesus – Luke 22:3, John 12:2, John 13:27

4) The dragon – Revelation 12:9, 12, Revelation 20:2, 7, 9

d. the Devil is an angel – (satanas and diabolos are included among the angels in the Bible)

1) Job 1:6, Job 2:1, Ezekiel 28:14

2) Matthew 25:41, 2 Corinthians 11:14, Revelation 12:9

e. demons are under the authority of the Devil - Matthew 12:24-27, Mark 3:22, Luke 11:15-19

3. Distinction of spirit beings in the NT

a. usage of terms for demons

1) Daimonion – occurs 60 times 52 of which are the Gospels, 52 times are references to demonic possession and casting out demons

2) Daimon – occurs 5 times, 3 of which are in the Gospels, 3 of which refer to Jesus casting out demons

3) Daimonizomai – occurs 13 times, all of which are in the gospels and deal with demonic possession and casting out demons

b. references to angels

1) the Bible distinguishes between holy and fallen angels referring to fallen angels as angels, NOT as demons 

· Matthew 13:41, 16:27, 22:30, 24:36, 25:31, 25:41 (evil), Mark 8:38, 13:27, Luke 9:26, 12:8, 15:10, John 1:51, Acts 10:3, 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 1 Timothy 5:21*,  2 Peter 2:4 (evil), Jude 1:6 (evil), Revelation 3:5, Revelation 9:11, 14, 12:7, 9

2) angels are NEVER referred to AS demons or unclean spirits in the Bible, but are always referred to as angels

3) demons are under the authority of the Devil, but the Devil and his angles are NEVER referred to in the NT as demons or unclean spirits –  (Matthew 12:24-27, Mark 3:22, Luke 11:15-19)

4. Scripture upholds and refers to the views expressed in the non-canonical orthodox works (the Book of Enoch and the writings of the early church) confirming that these views were the historical Christian perspective on these matters

a. Records that there were angels who had children with women – 1) Genesis 6:1-4

2) Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

3) 2 Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

b. distinction between angels and spirits among the Jewish leadership – Acts 23:8-9

E. The word “demon”

1) Webster’s Dictionary, tenth edition records that the English word “demon” originates from the Greek word daimon 

- Demon or daemon /de’mon/ n [ME demon, fr. LL & L daemon evil spirit, fr. L, divinity, spirit, fr. Gk daimon, prob. fr. daiesthai to distribute – more at TIDE] )13c) 1a: an evil spirit b: a source or agent of evil, harm, distress, or ruin 2 usu daemon: an attendant power or spirit: GENUS 3 usu daemon: a supernatural being of Greek mythology intermediate between gods and men 4: one that has exceptional enthusiasm, drive, or effectiveness )a ~ for work) – demonian /di mo’ne-en/ adj. demonization /de me’ne’za-shen/ n. – demonize /de-me-niz/ vt.

2) This Greek word is the same as or is derived from the Greek words used in the NT – 

- (1140) daimonion {dahee-mon'-ee-on}
neuter of a derivative of 1142
TDNT - 2:1,137 n n
AV - devil 59, god 1; 60
1) the divine power, deity, divinity
2) a spirit, a being inferior to God, superior to men
3) evil spirits or the messengers and ministers of the devil

- (1142) daimon {dah'-ee-mown}
TDNT - 2:1,137 from daio (to distribute fortunes)
n m/f
AV - devils 4, devil 1; 5
1) a god, a goddess
a) an inferior deity, whether good or bad
2) in the NT, an evil spirit

- (1139) daimonizomai {dahee-mon-id'-zom-ahee}ference
TDNT - 2:19,137 middle voice from 1142 v
1) to be under the power of a demon.

F. CONCLUSIONS:

1. before the flood some angels came down from heaven and sinned by having children with women.

2. these children were called the Nephilim

3. after the Nephilim died their spirits remained on earth and they were known as demons or evil or unclean spirits

4. these demons ARE NOT angels, but were the children of angels and women

5. The Bible as well as ancient Judeo-Christian, orthodoxy viewed angels and demons as distinctly different types of spiritual beings

6. the Bible does NOT use the term demon to refer to fallen angels, therefore it is incorrect to hold that demons ARE fallen angels.

ADDENDUM PART 2: When Were the Angels Created?

I. Introductory Disclaimer

a. This is highly speculative 

b. we in NO WAY intend to be dogmatic about this

c. instead to merely explore some possible ideas in this area of history

d. the following is for speculative purposes only and 

e. we assert it ONLY as an exploratory inquiry

f. This ideas presented in this article are NOT intended as either dogma or doctrine on our part

II. Introductory Comments

a. in the Bible the term "heaven" is used to refer to 3 separate notions, depending upon the context

i. outer space where celestial bodies such as start, planets, galaxies, and moons, etc. reside. (Genesis 1: 8,14-17.) 

ii. the sky, atmosphere, etc. surrounding the earth (Genesis 7:23.) 

iii. the invisible realm, the place where God and angels currently reside as distinguished from the visible earth realm (Genesis 21:17, 22:11, 28:12, Colossians 1:16.)

b. what is significant to note first of all is that the word "heaven" as it occurs in Genesis chapter 1, likely refers to what we call outer space

i. where the stars, planets, and galaxies, etc. are located

ii. Genesis 1:8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day…14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. 19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 
1. From verse 8 we see that the term "heaven" in Genesis 1 refers to the "firmament." 

2. From verse 14-17 we see that the "firmament" is the place that God set the sun, the moon, and the stars

iii. So, it is clear from this verses that the "heaven" being referred to here in Genesis 1’s description of the creation is outer space, where the sun, moon, and stars reside

1. not (necessarily) the abode of God and the angles

iv. SIDENOTE: Because it will become significant later, we should also note that the stars are created on the fourth day.

c. Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

i. If we would assume consistency of usage and meaning for the term "heaven" throughout Genesis 1, that would mean that like the occurrences of "heaven" in verse 8 and 14-17, the appearance of the word "heaven" in verse 1 likely also refers to "heaven" in the sense of outer space

ii. What is significant here is that under this interpretation, the term "heaven" throughout Genesis 1 would NOT refer to "heaven" definition 3, the invisible realm of angels, where God currently resides

1. Consequently, while discussing the creation of outer space, Genesis 1 would say nothing of the creation of the angelic realm ("heaven" Definition No. 3

d. We would also note that Genesis 1 is noticeably absent of any statements regarding the creation of the angels

III. Angels as “stars” metaphorically

a. Revelation 9:1-2

i. a "star" falls from heaven

ii. The pronoun "he" is applied to this fallen star twice, once in verse 1 and again in verse 2

iii. this "star" is said to be given a key with which "he" opens the bottomless pit

iv. The context seems to clearly indicate that this "star" is an angelic being.

b. Jude 1:6, 13

i. Jude 1:6 we see Jude speaking of the angels who leave their habitation and so are "reserved" in chains "under darkness."

ii. In verse 13, Jude again refers to those who are "reserved" under "darkness," 

1. only this time he calls them "wandering stars" instead of angels

iii. This parallel language again upholds that the term "stars" is being applied to angelic beings

iv. Particularly substantial is the fact that in verse 6, Jude refers to the angels as having "left their own habitation" which parallels the concept of "stars" that similarly "wander" from their assigned place in the heavens

c. Either/Or scenario

i. EITHER Genesis 1 is silent about the creation of the angels and their realm, in which case we would have no record or reason to assume the angelic realm was created during the 6 days described in Genesis 1, 

ii. OR Genesis 1 records the creation of the angels and their realm metaphorically in the places where Genesis 1 discusses the creation of stars and outer space

1. In this sense, the opening phrase of Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning" might refer only to the "beginning" of the earth realm, the beginning of "this creation" 

2. and NOT the beginning of the angels and the angelic realm. 

3. (We should note that the phrase "this creation" will become quite significant a little later on in this speculative inquiry.) 

d. Job 38:4-11

i. application of the term "stars" as a reference to angles

ii. In the context of verses 4-11, God is speaking and he is describing when he laid the foundations of the earth and when he set the boundaries of the seas

iii. What is important to note is that Genesis 1 describes the setting of the seas' boundaries on Day 3 of the creation week

1. Genesis 1:9-10, 13

iv. the stars were not created until Day 4 of the creation week

1. Genesis 1:16-19

2. Notice first of all that just as Jude described "wandering stars" here in Genesis 1:17 we see that God set the stars in their place

v. if the creation of the stars on the fourth day metaphorically represents the creation of angels as well, then how is it possible that the "morning stars" and "sons of God" shouted and sang for joy when God set the boundaries of the seas on the third day as Job describes?

1. Since Job places the "mornings stars" and "sons of God" as present and singing God's praise during the events of Day 3, how can the creation of the stars on Day 4 figuratively refer to the creation of angels as well? 

a. Obviously, it cannot. 

2. Job 38:7 seems to negate that the creation of stars on Day 4 figuratively includes the angels. 

3. And this in turn would demonstrate that the Genesis 1 account must be silent about the creation of angels and their realm 

a. and, therefore, Genesis 1 really does not give us any information regarding when the angels and their realm were created. 

e. Disclaimer

i. However, just because we have no information regarding when the angels and their realm were created does NOT mean the angels weren't created during the creation week of Genesis 1. 

ii. It's a large and unsubstantiated leap to go from "Genesis 1 doesn't comment on the creation of angels and the angelic realm" to "angels and the angelic realm were created prior to Genesis 1."

IV. Heavenly Temple as part of a separate creation?

a. Hebrews 9:11-12, 23-26

i. speak clearly of Jesus Christ entering into a heavenly sanctuary 

1. of which the earthy sanctuary was only a copy, 

2. and purifying that heavenly sanctuary by presenting his own blood and the sacrifice of himself

3. So, we know Hebrews 9 is talking about a heavenly tabernacle into which Jesus entered, not the human temple

ii. the English word “building” in the King James Version

1. what is most significant about this passage is lost in the King James Version from which the above quotes were taken

2. Hebrews 9:11-12 from the New King James Version

a. the King James Version described the heavenly tabernacle as "not of this building"

b. the New King James Version describes the heavenly tabernacle as "not of this creation"

c. The obvious question is, if the heavenly tabernacle is not of the earthly creation, then what creation is it apart of?

3. obviously the Greek is the key here

a. what is the Greek word and definition translated "building" in the King James and "creation" in the New King James?

i. Is "creation" accurate? 

ii. Or is "building" more a appropriate rendering of the Greek text? 

b. The Greek word translated "building" in the King James and "creation" in the New King James is the word "ktisis" (Strong's No. 2937.)

i. We should note that not only is "the act of creating" and "creation" a primary and dominant part of the definition of ktisis, 

ii. ktisis itself occurs 19 times in the New Testament, which gives some insight into how that Greek word was employed by the authors of the New Testament.

c. NOTE: 

i. the King James Version of the Bible is the only version which translates "ktisis" as "building." 

ii. The New King James, NIV, NASB, RSV, and ASV all translate this same Greek word "ktisis" as "creation."

4. Survey

a. 6 out of 19 times, ktisis is translated as "creation." 

b. Two of these six times are spoken by Jesus himself in the following 2 passages. 

i. Mark 10:6

ii. Mark 13:19

c. Mark 16:15

i. is translated "creature" but which the context reveals could easily refer to "all creation."

ii. (The word "every" is the Greek word "pas," Strong's No. 3956, and also means "all." In fact, "pas" is translated "all" 748 out of the 1243 times it occurs in the New Testament, and only 117 times is it translated "every.")

d. Romans 1:20 and Romans 8:22

i. "Ktisis" is also used to refer to "creation" by Paul

ii. In fact, Paul uses "ktisis" a total of 7 times during Romans, including 5 times in Romans 8. 

iii. At least 6 out of these 7 occurrences "ktisis" could easily refer to "creation" as a whole and not just individual "creatures."

e. 2 Peter 3:4

i. "Ktisis" is also used by Peter to refer to "creation" 

f. Revelation 3:14

i. John uses "ktisis" to refer to "creation"

g. Survey Summary

i. In fact, of the remaining 12 times "ktisis" occurs, 11 times it is translated to the closely related English word "creature," 

ii. and only 1 time out of the entire 19 occurrences is "ktisis" translated "building" 

1. in the King James Version’s rendering of Hebrews 9:11. 

5. Conclusions

a. It is a proper rendering of "ktisis" in Hebrews 9:11 to translate it as "creation" or "creature" 

i. of which context would clearly dictate "creation." 

ii. Because you wouldn't say the heavenly tabernacle was "not of this creature," 

iii. rather you would say the heavenly tabernacle was "not of this creation."  

b. If Hebrews 9:11 should properly be translated to say that Christ Jesus entered into "the greater and more perfect" heavenly tabernacle, which is "not of this creation" as the New King James reads, that could strongly suggest that the angelic realm, the heavenly realm had a wholly separate creation event than the creation week described in Genesis 1. 

i. While on its own this would not indicate that the creation of the angels and the angelic realm existed prior to the creation week, it would strongly suggest that notion for three reasons. 

1. First, if the creation of the angels and the angelic realm did occur during the creation week of Genesis 1, why wasn't their creation recorded or even mentioned there in Genesis 1?

2. Second, if the creation of angels and the angelic realm did occur during the creation week of Genesis 1, why is it being described in Hebrews 9 as a separate creation at all? 

a. The application of such terms and notions as "this creation" versus "that creation" itself seems to imply two separate creation events occurring at different times.

3. And third, if the creation of the angels and the angelic realm did occur prior to the creation week of Genesis 1 so that the angels existed before Day 1 of Genesis, that would fully explain why Job 38:6-11 describes that angels as being present and shouting for joy when God set the boundaries for the seas on Day 3 of Genesis.

V. Time for the Devil to become sinful

a. Introductory Commentary

i. Further support for the notion that the phrases "in the beginning" and "the beginning" refer only to the beginning of the human or earth realm and not the angelic realm comes by way of the Biblical record of the fall of the devil

1. (We should note that by the phrase "fall of the devil" we do NOT mean the time when the devil is kicked out of heaven. Rather, we are simply referring to his fall "from grace" so to speak, or more precisely, his fall into sin.)

2. Of course the Biblical record of this event is quite fragmented and it is difficult to compose a detailed account.

b. The term “beginning”

i. Mark 10:6, Mark 13:19

1. Jesus used the term "beginning" to refer to the creation week

c. time frame references for when the devil's fall into sin occurred

i. .The time frame for this event is testified to by Ezekiel, Jesus, and John

1. Ezekiel 28:14-15

2. John 8:44

3. 1 John 3:8

ii. Commentary

1. Ezekiel 28's use of the phrase, "from the day thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee" seems to indicate that there was at least a moderate space of time between the day the devil was created and the day he became sinful

2. On the other hand, Jesus' remark that the devil, "was a murderer from the beginning," and John's remark that, "the devil sinneth from the beginning," seem to indicate that the devil was already sinful by the time of the beginning, the creation week recorded in Genesis 1

3. we know that the devil was sinful from the beginning. 

a. That would seem to indicate that the devil would have had to become sinful sometime BEFORE the close of the creation week. 

4. To illustrate, let's give the maximum amount of time and say for example that the devil was created on Day 1. 

a. Since we know that he was sinful by the end of the creation week, this would mean that at the very latest, the devil had already become sinful by Day 7. Now, let's reread that into Ezekiel 28

b. Ezekiel 28:15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till [a few days later when] iniquity was found in thee.

i. the very phrase "from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee" seems to imply more than just a few days worth of time

ii. a common sense reading of Ezekiel's account seems to imply a greater duration of time than was available within the span of the 7-day creation week known as "the beginning."

5. However, if Jesus and John were using the phrase "the beginning" not as a reference to the beginning of all things, but only to refer to the beginning of the earthly or human creation recorded in Genesis, then this apparent problem would dissolve completely

a. If the phrase "the beginning" as it occurs in Genesis 1:1 and as it is used by both Jesus and John refers ONLY to the beginning of the earthly realm and not the angelic realm, then it is possible that a time span greater than just a few days existed between the day on which the devil was created and the day when iniquity was found in him

b. if we interpret the phrase "the beginning" from John 8:44 and 1 John 3:8 in this manner and compare them to Ezekiel 28:15 we arrive at a conclusion that supports our earlier theory that the angelic realm might have been created prior to the creation of the earthly (or human) realm recorded in Genesis 1

i. The conclusion would be that the devil was sinless for some space of time after his creation but by the time that "the beginning" of the earthly (human) realm occurred, the devil had already become sinful

ii. And this interpretation would harmonize quite well with the account of the fall of man in Genesis 3 where we find the devil is already sinful and tempting Eve to sin

1. (although other theories could explain his sinfulness by Genesis 3 as well)

VI. Conclusions

a. Based upon all of the exploration of these Biblical passages, we suggest that it is possible to speculate that the angels and the angelic realm (heaven Definition No. 3) were created prior to and existed prior to the creation (of the human or earthly realm) recorded for us in the creation week of Genesis 

b. CLOSING DISCLAIMER

i. We do not consider them doctrine and offer them only as speculation based upon the Biblical evidence we have laid out above

ii. In truth, we believe it is somewhat difficult to discern when the angels and the angelic realm were created

iii. and the default (or traditional) position, that the angels and the angelic realm were created somewhere within the creation week, is also quite acceptable to us
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