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Judging Study – Part 2

I. Review from Part 1

a. Limitations on Judging

1. We are not to be angry without cause. (Matthew 5:22)

2. We are not to judge one another for whether or not we continue to practice Jewish feasts or Jewish dietary laws. (Romans 14:3, Colossians 2:16)

3. We are not to place final judgment on someone – in terms of salvation or damnation.  (1 Corinthians 4:3,5, James 4:11-12)

4. We are not to judge who will be rewarded with a greater position in the kingdom of God. (1 Corinthians 4:3,5)

5. We are not to judge those outside the church, except to judge them as outside the church. (1 Corinthians 5:12-13)

6. We are not to judge hastily, improperly, or presumptuously, and without first examining ourselves. (Matthew 7:1-5, Luke 6:37-45)

7. *We are not to judge according to appearance (John 7:24, below)

b. Additional passages for against category

i. John 7:24 – Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment

ii. John 8:7 – Let he that is without sin cast the first stone

1. Jesus is not instructing us to ignore, or not to recognize or identify sin - he himself acknowledges the sinful behavior this woman was accused of when he tells her to “go and sin no more”

2. Jesus is prohibiting capital punishment that would’ve been applied to this woman under the Law

a. This is consistent with the New Covenant practice which used excommunication as a final means of compelling sinners among God’s people to turn from their ways

b. capitol punishment for sin was removed under the New Covenant

II. Passages For Judging (61)

1. Matthew 7:3-5 – then you can see clearly to help your brother

2. Matthew 7:15-20 – tree known by its fruit

3. Matthew 10:14-15 – shake the dust off your feet

4. Matthew 12:33 – tree known by its fruit

5. Matthew 18:15 – tell your brother his fault (refute him, 1651), trespass (264)

6. Mark 6:11 – shake the dust off your feet

7. Luke 6:41-2 – then you can see clearly to help your brother

8. Luke 6:43 – tree known by its fruit

9. Luke 7:43 – though has rightly judged

10. Luke 9:5 – shake the dust off your feet

11. Luke 10:10-11 – if they receive you not, wipe the dust off your feet 

12. Luke 12:57 – do you not judge? Yes

13. John 7:24 – judge not by appearance, but in righteousness

14. John 8:15,26 – Jesus and judging 

15. Acts 16:15 – a woman petitions the apostles to stay at her house if they judged her saved
16. Acts 17:11 – searched (350) the scripture daily to see if these things were so
17. Romans 12:2 – prove (1381) what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God
18. Romans 15:14 – filled with all knowledge, able to admonish
19. Romans 16:17 – mark them which cause divisions, avoid them
20. 1 Corinthians 1:10 – be of the same mind and the same judgment
21. 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 – he who is spiritual judges all things, is judged by no one 

22. 1 Corinthians 5:3 – Paul judged a man without even being present 

23. 1 Corinthians 5:9, 11 – not to company with fornicators

24. 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 – judge those inside the church

25. 1 Corinthians 6:2-5 – we will judge the world, angels, how much more this life & bros.

26. 1 Corinthians 7:25, 40 – Paul’s judgments regarding virgins and women remarrying

27. 1 Corinthians 10:15 – judge for yourselves what Paul says

28. 1 Corinthians 11:13 – judge among yourselves about women’s head coverings

29. 1 Corinthians 11:19 – that those who are approved may be recognized

30. 1 Corinthians 11:28 – examine yourself (in communion)

31. 1 Corinthians 11:31 – judge ourselves, if we would we would not be judged

32. 1 Corinthians 12:10 – discerning of spirits (spiritual gift)

33. 1 Corinthians 14:29 – judging when prophets speak 

34. 2 Corinthians 10:5-6 – casting down imaginations, captivity…thought 

35. 2 Corinthians 13:5 – examine yourselves, prove your ownselves 

36. Galatians 6:4 – let everyman prove his own work

37. Ephesians 5:3-7 – don’t be deceived by empty words, don’t partner with such 

38. Ephesians 5:10-11 – proving what is acceptable to the Lord, expose works of darkness
39. Philippians 1:9 – let your love abound in knowledge and all judgment
40. 1 Thessalonians 5:12 – those over us in the Lord who admonish us
41. 1 Thessalonians 5:14 – warn the unruly
42. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 – prove all things

43. 2 Thessalonians 3:14, 15 – have no company with, but admonish
44. 1 Timothy 1:3 – charge (3853) that they teach no other doctrine

45. 1 Timothy 3:10 – testing the qualifications of a leader

46. 1 Timothy 4:13,16 – give attendance (4337), take heed (1907) unto doctrine

47. 1 Timothy 5:19- 20 – concerning elders, them that sin rebuke before all

48. 2 Timothy 1:13 – hold to the sound words of the New Testament

49. 2 Timothy 2:15 – study to show thyself approved, rightly dividing the word

50. 2 Timothy 3:16 –scripture is for rebuking, correcting, instruction

51. 2 Timothy 4:2 – reprove, rebuke with doctrine

52. Titus 1:9 – be able to exhort with sound doctrine and convince the gainsayers (483)
53. Titus 1:13 – rebuke that they may be sound in the faith

54. Titus 2:15 – these things speak, exhort, and rebuke with all authority

55. Hebrews 4:12 – the word of God is a discerner of thoughts and of the heart
56. Hebrews 5:14 – able to discern both good and evil

57. 1 Peter 4:17 – judgment begins in/from/out of the house of God
58. 1 John 4:1 – do not believe every spirit, try the spirits
59. 2 John 1:10 – don’t receive those who don’t hold (5342) sound doctrine
60. Jude 1:3 – earnestly contend for the faith
61. Revelation 2:2 – thou hast tried them…and hast found them liars
Instructions and Protocols for Judging

b. Judging other people and behaviors

i. Judging ourselves

1. We must judge and examine ourselves (first, before we judge others) – (Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthians 11:31, 2 Corinthians 13:5)

2. We must examine and check (3985) ourselves to see if we are in the faith – (2 Corinthians 13:5)

3. We are to examine ourselves before we partake of communion – (1 Corinthians 11:28)

4. We are to prove examine, scrutinize, test our own work (1381) – (Galatians 6:4)

ii. Judging in general

1. We can know (judge, identify) a person (their character) by their fruit (words and actions) – (Matthew 7:15-20, Matthew 12:33, Luke 6:43-45)

2. We can know or identify (judge) a person’s actions and words as good or bad – (Matthew 7:15-20, Matthew 12:33, Luke 6:43)

3. We can judge what is right or wrong – Luke 12:57

4. We are to judge rightly, justly, (1342) according to the judgments of God, not according to man’s wisdom or the outward appearance (3799) – (John 8:26, 1 Corinthians 2:10-16, 2 Corinthians 10:6)

5. As spiritual men, we judge, examine, investigate, estimate (350) all things – (1 Corinthians 2:15) 

6. We are to judge in small matters – (1 Corinthians 6:2)

7. We are to judge things that pertain to this life – (1 Corinthians 6:3-4, 1 Corinthians 7:25,40, 1 Corinthians 11:13)

8. We are to judge and evaluate our own thoughts – (2 Corinthians 10:5)

9. Our love should abound in knowledge and judgment – (Philippians 1:9)

10. We are to use the scripture to learn and understand doctrine, to instruct, to reprove, to correct – (2 Timothy 3:16)

11. We are to be able to discern both good and evil – (Hebrews 5:14)

iii. Judging Christians

1. We can identify when a Christian has sinned against us and refute/rebuke them for it – (Matthew 18:15-17)

a. First go privately to such a person, if they don’t respond, then

b. Second, we can tell one or two others about it and go to the one who has wronged us, taking these others with us, if they still don’t respond, then

c. Third, we can bring them before the church, if they still don’t respond, then

d. Fourth, we excommunicate them

2. We can identify and make judgments about how to help each other with problems if we first examine ourselves thoroughly and are do not also struggle with the same problems ourselves - (Matthew 7:3-5, Luke 6:41-42)

3. We can assess each other’s faithfulness to the Lord – (Acts 16:15)

4. We are to admonish and warn (3560) one another – (Romans 15:14)

5. We can identify and judge those in the church – (1 Corinthians 5:9-13)
6. We can identify, judge (2919), and reprove (1651) those in the church as fornicators (4205), covetous (4123, those greedy to gain, eager to have more, esp. of belongings of other persons), idolators (1496, used of any one, even Christian, who participates in any way in the worship of the heathen), railers (3060), drunkards (3183), and/or extortioners (727) – we cannot fellowship with such people, but must excommunicate them – (1 Corinthians 5:9-13, Ephesians 5:3-7,10-11)

7. We are to judge disputes between other Christians – (1 Corinthians 6:5)

8. Church leaders should admonish and warn those in their congregations who they are discipling (1 Thessalonians 5:12)

9. We are to warn and admonish the unruly or deviating from the prescribed order (813)– (1 Thessalonians 5:14, Romans 16:17)

10. We are to identify and not fellowship with those who do not obey the Word of God, but to admonish (3560) them – (2 Thessalonians 3:14-15, Romans 16:17)

11. Judgment must begin in/at/from the house of God first– (1 Peter 4:17)
iv. Judging church leadership

1. We can judge whether a person is a false prophet by their actions and deeds – ( Matthew 7:15-20)

2. We are to judge what our leaders say – (1 Corinthians 10:15)

3. We are to judge what those who claim to be prophets say - (1 Corinthians 14:29)

4. We are to judge if a man is qualified to be a leader in the church – (1 Timothy 3:1-12)

5. We are to rebuke church leaders who have been accused by two or three witnesses before the congregation so others may learn – (1 Timothy 5:19-20)

6. We are to test those who claim to be apostles – (Revelation 2:2)

v. Judging in the church in general

1. We are to speak the same thing, have no divisions, and be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment – (1 Corinthians 1:10)

vi. Judging outsiders

1. We can affirm the condemnation of those who reject us and the Gospel we hold to – (Matthew 10:14-15, Mark 6:11, Luke 9:5, Luke 10:10-11)

c. Judging Doctrines

1. We are to search, examine and look critically at (350) the scripture to see if what church leaders are teaching us is true and right – (Acts 17:11)

2. We are to examine, scrutinize, and verify (1381) what God’s will is – (Romans 12:2)

3. We are to judge what our leaders say – (1 Corinthians 10:15)

4. We are to be able to identify and distinguish between heresies and approved doctrine – (1 Corinthians 11:19)

5. We are to judge the words of those who claim to be prophets - (1 Corinthians 14:29)

6. We are to judge ideas and everything that exalts itself against the knowledge of God – (2 Corinthians 10:5)

7. We must examine, check (1381) ourselves to see if we are in the faith – (2 Corinthians 13:5)
8. We are to prove, examine, test what is acceptable to God – (Ephesians 5:10-11)

9. We are to examine, test, prove all things – (1 Thessalonians 5:21)

10. We are to hold to the faithful word as it was taught from the beginning, which was imparted by those who penned the New Testament – (1 Thessalonians 5:21, 2 Timothy 1:13, Titus 1:9)

11. We are to study to show ourselves approved unto God, rightly dividing the word of truth – (2 Timothy 2:15)

12. We are to use the scripture to learn and understand doctrine, to instruct, to reprove, to correct – (2 Timothy 3:16)

13. We are to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with patience, sound doctrine and all authority– (2 Timothy 4:2, Titus 1:9, Titus 2:15)

14. The word of God is our sword, which we are to use to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart – (Hebrews 4:12, Ephesians 6:17) 

15. We are not to just accept every spirit, but we are to try/test the spirits to see if they are of God – (1 John 4:1)

16. We are not to receive in our house/church those who don’t hold to sound doctrine, nor are we to bid them Godspeed or we are partaking in their evil deeds – (2 John 1:10)

17. We are to earnestly contend for the faith that was once and for all delivered unto the saints *(orthodoxy given intact, complete, understood at the onset, not developed or discovered over time) – (Jude 1:3)

18. Command that no other doctrine be taught than that given by the apostles – (1 Timothy 1:3)

d. Judging spirits

1. Discerning of spirits - a gift of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:10)

2. We are to try/test the spirits to see if they are of God – (1 John 4:1)
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