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Prayer Study OUTLINE

I. Guidelines for Prayer

a. How to pray – When praying…

i. Do not pray in public to get notice, pray privately – Matt. 6:5-6

1. Jesus prays alone away from the public – Matt. 14:23, Mark 1:35, Mark 1:35, Mark 6:46, Luke 5:16, Luke 6:12, Luke 9:18

2. The scribes and Pharisees made long prayers for show – Matt. 23:14, Mark 12:40, Luke 20:47

ii. Do not use vain repetitions – Matt. 6:7

1. 945 – “vain repetitions” – meaning stammering or repeated words

a. compare to: mantras, meditations, modern speaking in tongues, and formal prayers like Our Father and Hail Mary, etc.

iii. Be reverent towards the Father as we pray as Jesus did – Heb. 5:7

iv. Be focused, attentive as we pray – Matt. 26:41, Mark 14:38 

v. Be fervent in our prayers – Col. 4:2, James 5:16-18

vi. Belief that your prayers will be answered, do not pray in doubt and your prayer will be answered – Matt. 21:22, Mark. 11:24, 1 Tim. 2:8, James 5:15-18

1. Do not worry – Php. 4:6

2. James 1:6-7 – ask without wavering or your prayers won’t be answered

3. Heb. 5:7 – Jesus prayed for deliverance from death (before His time) and was heard

vii. Pray in humility – Luke 18:10-14

viii. Laying on of hands was customary when praying for someone – Matt. 19:13-15, Acts 6:6, Acts 13:3, Acts 28:8

ix. They sometimes fasted along with prayer – Acts 10:30, Acts 13:2-3, 14:23, Matt. 9:14-15, Matt. 17:21, Mark 2:18-20, Mark 9:29, 1 Cor. 7:5, Luke 2:37, Luke 5:33-35

1. When we fast with prayer do not make sure others know, but fast unto God and don’t make a big show of it – Matt. 6:16-18

x. They sometimes kneeled when they prayed – Acts 9:40, Acts 20:36, Acts 21:5

xi. Men must not have their head covered when praying (or prophesying), but women must – 1 Cor. 11:4-5, 13

xii. Praying in tongues is unfruitful to our mind unless it is interpreted – 1Cor. 14:13-15

xiii. Thank God as we pray – 1 Thess. 1:2, 1 Thess. 2:1, 1 Thess. 5:17-18, Eph. 1:16, Eph. 5:20, Php. 4:6, Col. 4:2, Col. 3:17, 

xiv. They sometimes lifted up hands as they prayed – 1 Tim. 2:8

xv. Do not pray in anger or indignation – 1 Tim. 2:8

xvi. Pray in, with, or by the Holy Spirit – Jude 1:20, Eph. 6:18

1. as opposed to praying after our carnal, sinful desires – Jude 1:18-20 in context,

a. see also James 4:2-3

xvii. When praying with others, pray in agreement, in one accord – Acts 1:14, Rom. 15:30, Matt. 18:19

xviii. Husbands (and wives) are to live with and treat each other as God instructs them to or their prayers will be hindered – 1 Peter 3:7

xix. Confess our faults, sins, trespasses to one another along with our prayers – James 5:16

xx. Be joyful in prayer for the saints – Php. 1:4

xxi. We must abide in Jesus’ teachings for our prayers to be answered – John 15:7, 16, 1 John 3:22

b. Structures/Models for prayer

i. Jesus’ model for prayer – Matt. 6:9-15, Luke 11:1-4

1. Our Father, hallowed be thy name – 

a. praise and honor God

b. we should direct our prayer to God the Father in Jesus’ name

i. Matt. 6:6, 8, Matt. 7:7-11, (Matt. 26:53), Luke 11:9-13, Luke 12:30, John 11:22, John 14:13-16, John 15:16, John 16:23-26, Eph. 5:20, Col. 3:17, James 5:14, 
2. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven – 

a. pray that God’s will will be done

3. Give us this day our daily bread – 

a. ask God to provide for our daily needs

4. And forgive us our debts and we forgive our debtors – 

a. repent of our sin and 

b. ask God to forgive us of our sins and 

c. also remember to forgive others who are repentant of their sins

d. Mark 11:25 – forgive others

e. Acts 8:22-24 – for God’s forgiveness of our sinfulness

5. And lead us not into temptation (3986), but deliver us from evil (4190) – 

a. ask God’s help from being tempted, so that we don’t fall into sin

i. 2 Cor. 13:7

b. ask God’s help from the time of testing that is coming that we be delivered from evil

c. ask God to be delivered from evil (4190): wicked men (2 Thess 3:2, the antichrist, and the devil (Matt. 13:19, 381 John 2:13-14, 1 John 3:12, 1 John 5:18, Eph. 6:16), the evil day (Eph. 6:13)

i. Examples: 2 Thess 3:1-3, 2 Tim. 4:18, John 17:15, Eph. 6:18

ii. Pray that you enter not into temptation because the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak – Matt. 26:41, Mark 14:38, Luke 22:40, 46, 

iii. Heb. 5:7 – Jesus prayed for deliverance from death (before His time)

iv. Luke 21:36 – watch and pray that we might escape these things

6. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 

a. end by praising God and recognizing His power to help us.

7. Amen – 

a. “so be it” 

b. affirm your faith in God expressed for your prayer requests.

ii. Compare to other examples of NT prayer

1. Acts 4:24-31

2. Jesus’ prayer to God in John 17

c. When to Pray

i. Pray at all times, night and day – Luke 18:1, Col. 1:3, 1 Thess. 3:10, 1 Thess. 5:17, 2 Thess. 1:11, Acts 10:2, 31, Rom. 1:9, Rom. 12:12, Col. 4:12, 1 Tim. 5:5, Luke 2:37

1. NOTE: Eph. 6:18 – praying always – always doesn’t appear in the Greek.

2. Jesus prayed at night – Luke 6:12

3. They continued steadfastly in…prayers – Acts 2:42, Acts 6:4

4. 4342 –continue, persevere in prayer (used in several of these passages)

ii. Peter prayed at noon and or through 3pm – Acts 10:9, 30

1. Peter and John went up to the Temple during the hour of prayer at 3pm – Acts 3:1

iii. Pray when gathered together with others – Acts 1:14, Acts 12:12, Acts 20:36, Acts 21:5

iv. Pray over meals – 1 Tim. 4:3-5

1. pray that the food is sanctified

d. Who to pray for

i. Our enemies – Matt. 5:44, Luke 6:28

ii. For the children – Matt. 19:13

iii. For the saints, the Church, fellow believers – Col. 1:3, 9, 1 Thess. 1:2, 2 Thess. 1:11, Rom. 1:9, 2 Cor. 9:14, Eph. 1:16, Eph. 6:18, Php. 1:4, Phm. 1:4, James 5:16, 2 Tim. 1:3

1. Pray for the maturation of believers in Christ – 2 Cor. 13:9, 1 Thess. 3:10

2. Pray that they would be in good health – 3 John 1:2

3. Pray that they would prosper so as to take care of their needs and those of the Church – 3 John 1:2

a. See 1 Cor. 16:2 – bringing their donations/alms to the Church as God has prospered them

b. See Rom. 1:10 – succeeding after God’s will 

4. That their needs would be met through our giving – 2 Cor. 1:11, Php. 1:19

5. That their faith would faith not and that we would strengthen others – (Jesus prayed this of Peter) – Luke 22:32

6. That we would be bold to proclaim the gospel – Acts 4:29

iv. For our leaders in the Church – Col. 4:3, 2 Thess. 1:11, 3:1, Heb. 13:18, Acts 12:5, Rom. 15:30

1. pray that they would live honestly and rightly – Heb. 13:18

v. Pray for those in prison – Acts 12:5

vi. Pray for all men – 1 Thess. 2:1

vii. Pray for kings and those in authority – 1 Tim. 2:1-2

1. Pray that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty

2. Acts 26:29 – I would (2172, to pray) – Paul prays that all there would be as he was in all ways except for as prisoners

viii. Pray that Israel would be saved – Roman 10:1

ix. That God would confirm the gospel with wonders – Acts 4:30

e. What to pray for

i. The end times

1. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil – Matt. 6:13

a. Matt. 24:20, Mark 13:18 – pray that your flight not be in winter

b. 1 Peter 4:12 – the fiery trial which is to try (3986) you 

c. Eph. 6:16 – the evil (4190) day

d. Watch and pray for we don’t know when the time is – Mark 13:33 (compare to Matt. 26:41)

i. 1 Peter 4:7

e. Luke 21:36 – watch and pray that we might escape these things

ii. They prayed for others to receive the Holy Ghost – Acts 8:15

iii. Peter prayed for a dead woman so that she would rise – Acts 9:40

iv. Pray that sick people will be healed and be in health – Acts 28:8, James 5:14-16, 3 John 1:2, Luke 5:12

v. Pray that our love will abound in knowledge and judgment, that we will have wisdom and spiritual understanding – Php. 1:9, Col. 1:9, James 1:5

vi. Pray for an opportunity to proclaim the gospel – Col. 4:3, Eph. 6:19

vii. Pray for those in hardships, troubles – James 5:13

viii. Pray for those possessed of demons that the demons leave them – Matt. 17:21, Mark 9:29

ix. Pray that we do no evil, but live rightly – 2 Cor. 13:7

x. They prayed for children to be born to the barren – Luke 1:13

xi. Pray that God would send laborers to help gather in the harvest – Matt. 9:38, Luke 10:2

f. Where to pray

i. In private – (See earlier in the outline)

ii. Peter prayed on the roof of a house – Acts 10:9

iii. Pray everywhere, in all places, any place – 1 Tim. 2:8

iv. In Macedonia, they prayed at the riverside – Acts 16:13

II. Other Information

a. Our prayers are as incense before God

i. Rev. 5:8, 8:3-4

b. Our prayers will be remembered by God

i. Acts 10:4, 31

c. If we ask, we’ll receive from God’s will if we ask according to His will

i. Matt. 7:7-8, 11, Luke 11:9, 13, John 11:22, John 14:13-14, John 16:23-26, Eph. 3:20, 1 John 5:14-16 

d. God knows what we need even before we ask Him

i. Matt. 6:8, 32, Luke 12:30

III. Prayer and prayer-related Greek words (listed below)

154 aiteo {ahee-teh'-o}

of uncertain derivation; TDNT - 1:191,30; v

AV - ask 48, desire 17, beg 2, require 2, crave 1, call for 1; 71
1) to ask, beg, call for, crave, desire, require

For Synonyms see entry 5802

155 aitema {ah'-ee-tay-mah}

from 154; TDNT - 1:193,30; n n

AV - require 1, request 1, petition 1; 3
1) petition, request, required

1162 deesis {deh'-ay-sis}

from 1189; TDNT - 2:40,144; n f

AV - prayer 12, supplication 6, request 1; 19
1) need, indigence, want, privation, penury

2) a seeking, asking, entreating, entreaty to God or to man

For Synonyms see entry 5828

1189 deomai {deh'-om-ahee}

middle voice of 1210; TDNT - 2:40,144; v

AV - pray 12, beseech 9, make request 1; 22
1) to want, lack

2) to desire, long for

3) to ask, beg

   3a) the thing asked for

   3b) to pray, make supplications
For Synonyms see entry 5802

1783 enteuxis {ent'-yook-sis}

from 1793; TDNT - 8:244,1191; n f

AV - intercession 1, prayer 1; 2
1) a falling in with, meeting with

   1a) an interview

       1a1) a coming together

       1a2) to visit

       1a3) converse or for any other cause

   1b) that for which an interview is held

       1b1) a conference or conversation

       1b2) a petition, supplication
For Synonyms see entry 5828

1793 entugchano {en-toong-khan'-o}

from 1722 and 5177; TDNT - 8:242,1191; v

AV - make intercession 4, deal 1; 5
1) to light upon a person or a thing, fall in with, hit upon, a

   person or a thing

2) to go to or meet a person, esp. for the purpose of conversation,

   consultation, or supplication
3) to pray, entreat
4) make intercession for any one
2172 euchomai {yoo'-khom-ahee}

middle voice of a primary verb; TDNT - 2:775,279; v

AV - wish 3, pray 2, can wish 1, I would 1; 7
1) to pray to God
2) to wish, to pray, to pray for
3522 nesteuo {nace-tyoo'-o}

from 3523; TDNT - 4:924,632; v

AV - fast 21; 21
1) to abstain as a religious exercise from food and drink:
   either entirely, if the fast lasted but a single day, or from

   customary and choice nourishment, if it continued several days

3523 nestis {nace'-tis}

from the insep. negative particle ne- (not) and 2068;

   TDNT - 4:924,632; n f

AV - fasting 2; 2
1) fasting, not having eaten
4335 proseuche {pros-yoo-khay'}

from 4336; TDNT - 2:807,279; n f

AV - prayer 36, pray earnestly + 3346 1; 37
1) prayer addressed to God
2) a place set apart or suited for the offering of prayer
   2a) a synagogue

   2b) a place in the open air where the Jews were wont to pray,

       outside the cities, where they had no synagogue
       2b1) such places were situated upon the bank of a stream or the

            shore of a sea, where there was a supply of water for

            washing the hands before prayer

For Synonyms see entry 5828

4336 proseuchomai {pros-yoo'-khom-ahee}

from 4314 and 2172; TDNT - 2:807,279; v

AV - pray 83, make prayer 3, pray for 1; 87
1) to offer prayers, to pray
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