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Preterism Outline – Part 2

VII. Orthodox Futurism into the 2nd Century

VIII. Nero, History, and Biblical Details

A. The Antichrist

1. The Antichrist must come before Jesus’ second coming
· 2 Thessalonians 2:1-6 
· “1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.”

· Preterist must find someone to fit this description in order to claim that Jesus came back in 70 AD – they suggest Nero

2. Nero – is he the Antichrist?

a. Preterist Argument #1

1. the AntiChrist will be evil

2. Nero was evil, and seriously depraved and perverse

3. Therefore Nero is the Antichrist

b. Refutation

1. many men are evil, perverse and depraved (Hitler, Antiochus Epiphanes, or the Pharaoh of Egypt)

2. how are we to decide who is the most depraved, perverse, evil? This is too subjective of a standard

3. the Bible does not tell we can identify the Antichrist because he will be the most evil man in history (he may well be, but we are not told that this will help us to identify him)

c. Preterist Argument #2

1. calculating Nero’s name according to Revelation 13:17-18

2. Revelation 13:17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.
3. NOTE: Preterists are interpreting the beast as the AntiChrist or son of perdition mentioned by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2

4. since Nero is spelled N-E-R-O-N in Latin, N-E-R-O adds up to 666 as follows
· N = 50

· E = 6

· R = 500

· O = 60

· N = 50

· Total = 666

5. furthermore, Preterists sometimes additionally offer that some ancient manuscripts record the number of the beast at 616, and if you leave off the second N in Nero the total would add to this 616 

d. Refutation

1. Why are we using Latin numbers and not Greek?

a. the NT, including Revelation in which the code is given, is written in Greek with the Greek alpha-numeric system

b. there is no indication from the NT that we should use Latin – Preterists only do so because it works

c. Irenaeus demonstrates that the early church understood that the name of the Antichrist must be calculated in Greek and not Latin or some other language 

d. in Against Heresies Book 5, chp. 30 he calculates three examples for us:

· evanthas (E=5, U=400, A=1, N=50, TH=9, A=1, S=200) Total=666
· lateinos (L=30, A=1, T=300, E=5, I=10, N=50, O=70, S=200) Total=666
· teitan (T=300, E=5, I=10, T=300, A=1, N=50) Total=666
e. under the Greek system Nero does not equal 666

· Nero (N=50, E=5, R=100, O=70) Total=225
· Neron (N=50, E=5, R=100, O=70, N=50) Total=275
2. Does Nero fit the other prophetic descriptions of the Antichrist and his actions?

a. Other prophetic descriptions
i. The Antichrist will sit in the Temple of God
· 2 Thessalonians 2:4 – “he as God sitteth in the temple of God”
i. The Antichrist will be destroyed by Jesus Christ at his return 
· 2 Thessalonians 2:8 – “that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming”

ii. The Antichrist is responsible for gathering many nations

· Revelation 16:13-14 – “13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”

iii. The kings of many nations around the world are gathered at a specific geographic location, Armageddon (the hill of Megiddo)

· Revelation 16:16 – “16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”
iv. The Antichrist is thrown alive into the Lake of Fire

· Revelation 19:20 – “20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”
v. The Antichrist and the kings gathered with him are there to make war against the returning Christ and are defeated

· Revelation 19:11,15,19,21 – “15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God…19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”
vi. The Antichrist’s armies and those of the nations gathered with him are slain when he is defeated 

· Revelation 19:15, 21 – “15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations… 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”

b. Nero does not fit the prophetic description of the Antichrist

i. Did Nero sit in the Temple of God? 

· No. History does not record that Nero ever visited the Temple

ii. Was Nero destroyed by Jesus Christ at his supposed return in 70 AD? 

· No. Nero committed suicide on June 9, 68 AD, two years before Jesus supposed return in 70 AD, before the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple

iii. Was Nero responsible for gathering many nations?

· No.  Nero did not gather many nations or many kings against Jerusalem. 

· Rome did besiege Jerusalem (though its destruction was not carried out  by Nero), 

· but this was only one nation – Rome – and one king – the Roman emperor Vespasian

· if Nero was the Antichrist this would mean that he was defeated only to have his two successors succeed in his purposes – these two emperors both lived and remained in power well after 70 AD (Vespasian died in 79 Ad, and Titus in 81 AD) – so neither of them could be the Antichrist either

iv. Did the kings of many nations around the world gather under Nero at Armageddon?

· No. Nero never gathered armies at Armageddon. In fact, neither did the Roman armies gathered by Vespasian and Titus

v. Was Nero thrown alive into the Lake of Fire?

· No. Since Nero committed suicide on June 9, 68 AD he could not have been thrown ALIVE into the Lake of Fire

vi. Were the Roman armies gathered in 70 AD (though not under Nero) there to make war against the returning Christ? Were they defeated?

· No and No. The Roman armies were gathered against Jerusalem and were successful.

· Contrast the Preterist view, which has one army gathered against Jerusalem and defeating it in accord with God’s will and judgment of the Jews with the NT depiction of the Antichrist’s and the armies of the nations gathering to defy God’s will and fight against the returning Christ and being destroyed at Jesus’ return

· When was Rome defeated? Not in 70 AD at the fall of Jerusalem or the destruction of the Temple. Instead Rome flourished until the 4th century when Constantine moved the capital to Constantinople.

vii. The Antichrist’s armies and those of the nations gathered with him are slain when he is defeated

· Since Nero did not gather the armies of nations, and killed himself 2 years prior to the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple, and since the Roman armies that did besiege Jerusalem under Nero’s successors were successful, NERO does not fit detail #7.

3. Other prophetic problems

a. Preterists cannot identify a False Prophet – a figure listed side by side with the Antichrist in Revelation

b. Preterists cannot identify a mark of the beast or image of the beast – the Roman monetary system continued for centuries after 70 AD 

c. According to Preterists, Jesus did not end this ungodly empire or their economic currency at his second coming, instead it continued well past 300 AD 

d. Also, according to Preterists, Christians continued to be persecuted under the Roman empire for until the edict of Milan in 313 AD – approx. 150 years later

e. This means that though Rev. 19:15 states that Jesus will “smite the nations” and “rule them with a rod of iron” that the first 2 centuries of his rule oversaw and permitted continued persecution of Christians, the mark of the beast, and the kingdom of Rome

f. There is no resurrection of the dead accompanying the events of 70 AD (or anytime after for that matter)

g. There is no gathering together of the elect (Matthew 24:30-31) accompanying the events of 70 AD

4. CONCLUSIONS:

a. 2 Thessalonians 2 states that the Antichrist will come before Jesus second coming 

b. Preterist cannot identify a historical Antichrist (in 70 AD) who fits the prophetic descriptions 

c. Therefore, since the Antichrist was not around in 70 AD Jesus did not come back in 70 AD

d. 2 Thessalonians 2:1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition.
IX. Scripture indicates a Delayed Coming (Parousia Delay)

A. Preterist Recap: 

1. Jesus’ own words indicate that his second coming would be soon

B. Do Jesus’ words indicate that his second coming would have been soon?

1. We have shown that the Preterists proof texts DO NOT actually indicate that Jesus’ second coming would be soon

2. Now we will take a look at some words of Jesus’ that Preterists often do not mention, which all indicate that Jesus understood his second coming would be after a long time or even delayed. 

3. NOTE: Unlike many Preterist proof texts, these passages that we will now cover actually are used by Jesus to describe his return and its timing.

C. We will demonstrate 3 things:

1. For those who did not understand the signs, times, and seasons and did not watch for them, Jesus’ coming would be unexpected.

2. Jesus’ second coming and the coming of his kingdom are described as delayed, being after a long period of time, or long in coming.

3. The apostles (at least Peter and Paul) were aware that Jesus’ return would take longer than expected and addressed this issue in their epistles as some people were distressed that it had not yet occurred.

D. For those who did not understand the signs, times, and seasons and did not watch for them, Jesus’ coming would be unexpected.

1. Matthew 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.
2. Matthew 24:50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 

3. Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
4. Mark 13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 34 For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
5. Luke 12:38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, 

6. Luke 12:40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.
7. Luke 12:46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

8. 1 Thessalonians 5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
9. Revelation 3:3 If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
10. Revelation 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief.
E. Jesus’ second coming and the coming of his kingdom are described as delayed, being after a long period of time, or long in coming.

1. Matthew 24:48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;

2. Luke 12:45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;
3. Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country,
4. Mark 13:34 For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey,

5. Luke 20:9 Then began he to speak to the people this parable; A certain man planted a vineyard, and let it forth to husbandmen, and went into a far country for a long time.

6. Matthew 25:5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

7. Matthew 25:19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.
F. The apostles (at least Peter and Paul) were aware that Jesus’ return would take longer than expected and addressed this issue in their epistles as some people were distressed that it had not yet occurred.

1. Paul – 

a. Writes about Jesus’ second coming in both letters to the Thessalonians

b. 2 Thessalonians 2 written in about 50 AD

· seeks to assure the Thessalonians, who thought that the second coming may have already occurred or be shortly at hand that this had not yet happened and wouldn’t happen until after a falling away and the coming of the Antichrist

· 2 Thessalonians 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.

· (Since this letter was written in 50 AD and so does not rule out a 70 AD, but does demonstrate Paul’s concern over their confusion that Jesus’ return was soon at hand)

2. Peter – 

a. 2 Peter – written around 64-65 AD (very near 70 AD and the end by Preterist standards) (read 2 Peter 3:1-18)

· is not startled that Jesus had not already returned 

· does not speak in anticipation and expectation of Jesus’ soon second coming, which would have been only a few years away

· instead he reassures his readers that though Jesus return is apparently not in view that it will surely someday come

· he speaks of God’s patience

· he speaks of long periods of time

b. Peter quotes Psalm 90 (2 Peter 3:8)

· 2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

· Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.
c. Peter states in 2 Peter 3:9 that God’s promise is not “slack” (Strong’s #1019)

· 1019 braduno {brad-oo'-no}
from 1021;; v
AV - tarry 1, be slack 1; 2
1) to delay, be slow
1a) to render slowly, retard
1b) to be long, to tarry, loiter

· though it had been 40 years almost since the Olivet Discourse and he and the other hearers had grown old and neared death Peter did not anticipate Jesus’ imminent return and did not think that it was a delay on God’s promise

· keep in mind Peter is writing in 65 AD, just a few years before the Preterists’ supposed second coming of Jesus in 70 AD

· Did Peter not know Jesus was about to return? Why isn’t he expecting and writing that Jesus would soon return? Why does he speak of patience and long periods of time instead of reminding his readers that Jesus would return in his/their lifetimes?

d. NOTE: Verse 3 “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming?”

G. CONCLUSIONS:

1. We have covered 19 scripture passages, which directly discuss Jesus’ second coming, which demonstrate that:

a. For those who did not understand the signs, times, and seasons and did not watch for them, Jesus’ coming would be unexpected.

b. Jesus’ second coming and the coming of his kingdom are described as delayed, being after a long period of time, or long in coming.

c. The apostles (at least Peter and Paul) were aware that Jesus’ return would take longer than expected and addressed this issue in their epistles as some people were distressed that it had not yet occurred.

2. Peter and Paul’s writings provide no indication that either understood or expected Jesus to return soon or within their lifetimes – instead even as 70 AD was only a few years away

3. Peter and Paul are in concert with, support, and explain the FUTURIST views of the early, orthodox church writers that we previously covered

4. All of these NT and post-NT writings together constitute an unbroken chain of FUTURISM from the decades before 70 AD through over a century afterward and demonstrate that FUTURISM is grounded in apostolic tradition

X. SUMMARY and CONCLUSIONS

A. Partial Preterism negates its own premise in that it prohibits “parousia delay” and then itself adopts a form of “parousia delay.”

B. Preterism denies the Biblical principle of the Transcendent “You” established by Deuteronomy 18, Acts 3 and 7, and Matthew 28.

C. Preterist so-called proof texts do not actually demand a soon second coming of Jesus Christ

1. Matthew 10 can be shown not to be a Preterist proof text by simply by viewing them side by side with parallel scripture passages.

2. Matthew 9:1 does not support a Preterist interpretation since the apostle John who was present at that time did see the return of Christ in a vision before his death. 

3. John 12:31-32 cannot be used as a Preterist proof text because that verse itself requires a temporal delay of 40 years. 

4. The Preterists' use of Luke 17 to claim that the second coming of Christ would occur without observable evidence is invalid since Jesus himself gives specific signs of things that must take place in the Olivet prophecies. 

5. Preterists themselves invalidate their claims that the kingdom will come without observable signs (Luke 17) when they appeal to Nero as the historical antichrist.

D. By theorizing that Nero is the antichrist, Preterists open the door for validating their theory by comparing the historical and Biblical records, records which cannot be reconciled and so disprove Preterist doctrine. 

E. Preterist appeals to the historian Josephus are irrelevant since Josephus himself never testified to the return of Christ at all let alone in 70 AD. 

F. Preterists ignore a clear, unbroken chain of Futurism handed down from the apostles from before and through 70 AD on into the 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

G. Preterists ignore New Testament scripture from both the Gospels and the epistles, which demonstrate that both Jesus and the apostles understood there would be a long delay before his second coming. 

H. For all of these reasons, which we have expounded upon in detail in this study, we have no choice but to reject Preterism as a clearly false doctrine. 
Additional Issues

XI. “Behold I come quickly”

A. Scripture texts:

1. Church of Ephesus - Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly <5035>, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

2. Church of Pergamos - Revelation 2:16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly <5035>, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

3. Church of Philadelphia - Revelation 3:11 Behold, I come quickly <5035>: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.

B. Preterists: Jesus words in Revelation 2 and 3 indicate that his return would be soon

C. Refutation:
1. Jesus is stating a conditional in both Revelation 2:5 and 2:16

a. that is his coming quickly is contingent upon an action by the churches (their repentance) followed by “or else I will come unto thee quickly”

b. to suggest that Jesus words mean that he would come soon is to suggest that Jesus’ coming was contingent upon the compliance of the church

· if they did not comply (did not repent) Jesus would return soon

· if they did comply (did repent) Jesus would NOT return soon

· if the churches complied/repented then these verses do not necessitate a 1st century return of Christ

c. the conditional nature of these statements suggests that Jesus meaning is that if they were not repentant his return would come “suddenly,” “quickly,” or “unexpectedly” for them

d. a warning of an unexpected return makes the most sense and fits well with Jesus warnings (Matthew 24, Luke 12 - covered earlier) that those who did not understand and watch for his return would be caught off guard

2. Definitions of “quickly” in Revelation 2:5,16 and 3:11 DO NOT indicate a 1st century return of Jesus

a. “quickly” can mean that it will occur quickly in a short space of time

1. 5035 tachu {takh-oo'}
neuter singular of 5036 (as adverb);; adv
AV - quickly 12, lightly 1; 13
1) quickly, speedily (without delay)
2. closely related to the Greek phrase “en tachos” (1722 + 5034) used in Revelation 1:1 and 22:6

· Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John

· Revelation 22:6 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done. 7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book…20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.
· 5034 tachos {takh'-os}
from the same as 5036;; n n
AV - shortly + 1722 4, quickly + 1722 2, speedily + 1722 1; 7
1) quickness, speed
3. See also Luke 18:1-8 where Jesus uses a parable to discuss his return (v. 8) and avenging the saints which will take place “en tachos” (“quickly”) but only after a long wait. Compare this to Revelation 6:9-11 and Hebrews 11:1-12:4 which also discuss saints waiting for their reward/justice. In all three passages the justice comes after a long wait. Therefore, “en tachos” refers to a rapid rate of occurrence not a “soon-ness” or imminence regarding the starting point of the events. 

4. from this definition we can see that Jesus has repeatedly stated that his return will unfold quickly within a short period of time (42 months to be exact – see Daniel and Revelation and the Olivet Discourse)

b. from the definition we can see that the word “tachu” used in Rev. 2:5,16 and 3:11 means “speedily” in the sense of “without delay” reminding us to be watchful and diligent or else Jesus’ return will catch us off guard, surprised, and unprepared

1.   This message is repeated throughout the NT when discussing Jesus’ return

·  Matthew 24, Luke 12 

· Jesus’ parable of his coming in which the wicked servant says to himself “my Lord delayeth his coming”

· Jesus is reminding the churches of Revelation of his words recorded in the Gospel and affirming that his return will, in fact, be right on time

· 2 Peter 3 

· “4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.”

· Peter indicates that in the end times people will doubt that Jesus will return for the simple reason that it seems to be taking too long, and think that God is delaying (slack in) His promise.

· Peter’s response to such remarks is that a short time for God is different than a short time for us (2 Peter 3:8) “one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” 

· Jesus return will come on time, as God plans, in God’s timing

· Peter concludes in verse 10 by referring back to Jesus’ parable in Matthew 24 and Luke 12 “the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night”

· This interpretation fits well with 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6

· “1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness,that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.”

· Luke 21:36 

· “36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”
· This parallels Jesus encouragement to the church of Philadelphia (Revelation 3:10-11) – both passages indicate that those who keep watch will be worthy to escape the coming trouble
· Revelation 3:3

· 3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
· Revelation 16:15

· 15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

· Mark 13:35

· 35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:
3. CONCLUSION: The NT tell us the following regarding Jesus’ return:

a. don’t become scoffers just because a long time proceeds the return

b. we must be faithful and diligently watch for Jesus’ return or else it will catch us off guard and unprepared coming upon us suddenly, quickly, or unexpectedly as a thief in the night

c. Jesus’ return and the events heralding it will unfold in a short amount of time 3 1/2 years (42 months) to be exact)

D. Related Issue: Revelation 3:10-11

1. Preterists: Jesus promise to the church at Philadelphia indicates that Jesus’ return would be within their lifetimes since he promises to “keep them from the hour of temptation”

· Revelation 3: 10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.

· (NOTE: does not promise a pre-trib rapture, only a pre-Armageddon rapture.)

2. Refutation:

a. Jesus’ encouragement to the Philadelphians is part of a pattern of encouragement or warning to NT churches seen throughout the NT

· Similarly exhortation to continue do not convey Jesus’ imminent return is found in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9 
· “1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. ...9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”
· Jesus’ words of encouragement parallel his words of warning to given in Revelation 2:5,16 to the churches of Ephesus and Pergamos

· Similarly, since Jesus’ warnings to these churches have been shown not to indicate a soon return, neither does his encouragement of the Philadelphians

· the churches at Ephesus and Pergamos are told that if they did not repent they’d be caught unprepared for his return – the churches at Thessalonica and Philadelphia are told that if they continue as they were, watchful, etc. they will be prepared, not caught off guard, and will avoid the coming trouble

b. The Transcendent “You”

· Jesus was aware that more than one generation of Christians would read these words of his letters to the 7 churches and so his words would also apply to later generations as well according to this principle

E. Is God deliberately implying to believers that Jesus’ return could come quickly when He knows it really is not? Absolutely, yes.
1. God consistently remains ambiguous about when Jesus’ will return, while at the same time implying that it could be very soon. God even explains why He does this.

2. Scripture is very clear about 4 things regarding Jesus’ return

a. God won't tell us exactly when it is. 

b. God desires for us to be ready for Jesus' return at all times including the vast majority of moments when he will not be returning. 

c. God deliberately communicates to us in such a way as to make us think these events could unfold at any moment including those moments when he knows Jesus' will not return. 

d. God does this so that we'll be ready at any moment and will not slack off in our obedience.

3. Support:

a. Matthew 24:42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh....50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,
b. Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
c. Mark 13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
d. Luke 12:38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through. 40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.
e. Luke 21:34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

4. CONCLUSIONS:

a. Some may suggest that this is misleading or is unfair, but we definitely see God engaging in this practice

b. Preterism does not avoid this problem

· would have a 40 year period between Jesus’ ascension and 70 AD during which Jesus’ return would be imminent and could unfold any moment 

· it doesn’t make God any more misleading if its 40 years or 2000 years

· saying it will or could happen “now” when He knows it won’t happen until years later would be just as “misleading” either way

c. also Jesus attests to his own lack of knowledge of when his return would be so he is not being misleading when he indicates it could be soon – after all he didn’t know for sure

d. it is likely from Jesus words indicating a delay and Peter’s words in 2 Peter 3 that Jesus understood that his return may not come for several thousand years

F. CONCLUSIONS from section XI:

1. Jesus words to the 7 churches in Revelation do not indicate that he would return soon because

a. his statements are conditional

b. the Greek words indicate a sudden, unexpected, quick occurrence that would only take a short period of time (42 months) and do NOT require that Jesus’ return would come within a short time of his first coming

c. Jesus’ words are part of a pattern of encouragement or warning in which God remains vague about when Jesus will return in order to produce faithfulness in the church

d. The Principle of the Transcendent “You” would also apply to these letters and so Jesus’ words can be directed also to a future generation and not just those of the 1st century
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