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Trinity Study

I. Views of God – 

A. information taken from www.mercydrops.com/Trinity/Factsheet.htm
B. Christian Orthodox

a. The one true God eternally exists as three distinct Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The three are co-equal, co-eternal, and one in essence.

i. Co-equal – meaning equal in status

ii. Co-eternal – meaning they are all eternal, none of them has a beginning, each has existed eternally

iii. One in essence – meaning only one God, not three separate gods

C. Heretical

a. Tritheism – A form of polytheism, which believes in three separate gods.

b. Modalism

i. Also known as: Patripassianism, Modalistic Monarchianism, Sabellianism, Jesus Only, or Oneness (as in Oneness Pentecostalism)

ii. Doctrines

1. denies the trinity teaching instead that there is only one Person in the Godhead.

2. Instead of three distinct persons (Trinitarianism), Modalism maintains that one Person (usually the Father) has manifested Himself at different times under different names (Jesus, the Holy Spirit) or modes.

3. Thus, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three names (modes, roles, or offices) for the same Person.

iii. History

1. Originated in the second and third centuries

a. Taught by Noetus, Praxeas, and Sabellius, Theodotus of Byzantium, first taught it in 190 AD).

i. Sabellius (215 AD) taught that the monotheistic God progressively revealed Himself through the offices of the Trinity.

ii. Sabellius was excommunicated by the Church for his teachings.

2. The early church rejected a modalist view of the Godhead

a. The Council of Nicea (325 AD) and the Council of Constantinople (381 AD) in reaction against this form of heresy, clarified in their creeds the Trinitarian view of God

b. The early church writers - see www.geocities.com/lasttrumpet_2000/theo/OPhist01.html
i. Clement of Rome

1. 30-100 AD

2. disciple of Paul

3. a presbyter of the church in Rome

4. probably the Clement referred to by Paul in Philippians 4:3

5. quotes Paul and makes distinction between the Father and the Son

ii. Ignatius – 

1. a disciple of John the Apostle

2. 30 – 107 AD

3. being united[2] and elected through the true passion by the will of God the Father, and of our Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour

4. refuting a heretical group states

a. they speak of Christ not that they may preach Christ, but that they may reject Christ

b. some of them say that the son is a mere man, and that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are but the same person

iii. Polycarp – 

1. disciple of John the Apostle 

2. 69 –155 AD

3. But may the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ Himself, who is the Son of God, and our everlasting High Priest, build you up in faith and truth, and in all meekness, gentleness, patience, long-suffering, forbearance, and purity; and may He bestow on you a lot and portion among His saints, and on us with you, and on all that are under heaven, who shall believe in our Lord 36 Jesus Christ, and in His Father, who "raised Him from the dead.

iv. Barnabus

1. 100 AD

2. may or may not have been Paul’s traveling companion

3. And further, my brethren: if the Lord endured to suffer for our soul, He being Lord of all the world, to whom God said at the foundation of the world, “Let us make man after our image, and after our likeness”

v. Mathetes

1. As a king sends his son, who is also a king, so sent He Him, as God He sent Him; as to men He sent Him; as a Savior He sent Him

2. He formed in His mind a great and unspeakable conception, which He communicated to His Son alone

3. He was aware, then, of all things in His one mind, along with His Son, according to the relation subsisting between them

vi. Papias – 

1. The presbyters, the disciples of the apostles, say that this is the gradation and arrangement of those who are saved, and that they advance through steps of this nature; and that, moreover, they ascend through the Spirit to the Son, and through the Son to the Father; and that in due time the Son will yield up His work to the Father, even as it is said by the apostle, "For He must reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death."(8) For in the times of the kingdom the just man who is on the earth shall forget to die. "But when He saith all things are put under Him, it is manifest that He is excepted which did put all things under Him. And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all."(9)

vii. Ireneaus

1. disciple of Polycarp

2. 120-202 AD

3. quotes Psalm 110 to show a distinction between the Father and the Son

4. Since, therefore, he treats of the first origin of things, he rightly proceeds in his teaching from the beginning, that is, from God and the Word. And he expresses himself thus: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God; the same was in the beginning with God."(6) Having first of all distinguished these three--God, the Beginning, and the Word--he again unites them, that he may exhibit the production of each of them, that is, of the Son and of the Word, and may at the same time show their union with one another, and with the Father. For "the beginning" is in the Father, and of the Father, while "the Word" is in the beginning, and of the beginning. Very properly, then, did he say, "In the beginning was the Word," for He was in the Son; "and the Word was with God," for He was the beginning; "and the Word was God," of course, for that which is begotten of God is God.

viii. Justin Martyr

1. 110-165 AD

2. having learned that He is the Son of the true God Himself, and holding Him in the second place, and the prophetic Spirit in the third.

3. quoted the OT to prove distinct persons – Genesis 19:24

4. I will mention to you other words also spoken by the blessed David, from which you will perceive that the Lord is called the Christ by the Holy Spirit of prophecy; and that the Lord, the Father of all, has brought Him again from the earth, setting Him at His own right hand, until He makes His enemies His footstool;

c. Modified forms of Modalism can be found in the teachings of William Branham, some Apostolic churches and the United Pentecostal Church.

i. They teach that God manifested Himself through the offices of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

ii. They get this teaching directly from Sabellius, even the use of the term “manifesting” to define this doctrine

3. The Jesus Only, Oneness (Pentecostalism) Movement (UPCI)

a. April 1913, a revival meeting in LA

b. R.E. McAlister baptized converts in the name of Jesus only, not in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

i. Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
ii. Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
c. The Assemblies of God rejected this teaching within their denomination in their 1915 general assembly and required adherence to Trinitarianism

d. 156 AG ministers left the AG and formed the independent Oneness denomination

e. In January 1918 the General Assembly of the Apostolic Assemblies merged with the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World (affiliated with the Azuza Street revival in LA)

f. Popular Oneness Pentecostals:

i. T.D. Jakes

II. Biblical Revelation of the Godhead

A. Adam through Egypt (before Moses) (Genesis 1:1-Deuteronomy 6:4)

1. God revealed Himself as a plurality of person in one God, but did not reveal His name Jehovah, they only knew God as Elohim

a. Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God (Elohim) created the heaven and the earth.
b. “Elohim” (Strong’s No. 0430.) 

i. Elohim is the PLURAL form of elowahh (Strong’s No. 0433.) 

ii. Elohim occurs over 100 times in the first 22 chapters of Genesis alone. 

iii. And Elohim occurs over 100 times in the first 32 chapters of Exodus. 

iv. In fact, Elohim is used a total of 2346 times in the Old Testament for “God.”

c. In the Hebrew the word “eth” follows the word Elohim (430)

i. Genesis 1:1 literally reads “In the beginning, Gods himself created...”

d. Genesis 1:26 And God (430) said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

i. NOTE: Verse 26 describes a plurality of persons within the Godhead (Elohim) speaking to themselves and yet verse 27 refers to God as the singular pronoun “he.”

e. Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD (3068) rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD (3068) out of heaven;

i. NOTE: Genesis 18 records that Jehovah visits Abraham beginning a series of events, which leads to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

ii. At the culmination of these events we see that Genesis 19:24 records that Jehovah was on earth and in heaven – thus, two distinct Persons of the Godhead are portrayed in two different locations, one on earth, one in heaven 

f. Exodus 6:2 And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD (3068): 3 And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH (3068) was I not known to them.

B. From Moses through Jesus (before Jesus)

1. God reveals his name to Moses and that He is one God

a. Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear O Israel, the Lord (3068) your God (430) is ONE (259) Lord (3068).
b. Translation: Jehovah your Gods is one Jehovah
i. Jehovah (Strong’s # 3068) is the Hebrew word translated as Lord 6510 times in the OT
ii. One – “echad” (259) 
1. 0259 dxa ‘echad ekh-awd’ 
a numeral from 0258; TWOT-61; adj 
AV-one 687
1) one (number) 
1a) one (number) 
1b) each, every 
1c) a certain 
1d) an (indefinite article) 
1e) only, once, once for all 
1f) one...another, the one...the other, one after another, one by one 
1g) first 
1h) eleven (in combination), eleventh (ordinal)
iii. when “echad” is used to refer to a singe entity comprised of more than one distinct components it conveys the unity of those components, it does not deny the presence of more than one component 
a. Genesis 1:5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first (259) day.

b. Genesis 1:5, 2:24, 11:6, 34:16, 41:25-26

iv. The phrase “Jehovah (3068) Elohim (430)” literally means Jehovah Gods

1. This phrase appears 532 times in the OT, 52 of those times occur in the first five books (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)

2. Though the name Jehovah was not known until Moses, these five books were recorded by Moses using the phrase Jehovah Elohim, to identify the Hebrew God

3. Deuteronomy 6:4 identifies the name Jehovah to each of the persons of the trinity – thus, Jehovah is not a reference to a particular Person of the Trinity, but is used of ALL Persons (elohim) of the Trinity

4. examples:

a. Genesis 2:7 And the LORD (3068) God (430) formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
b. Genesis 3:22 And the LORD  (3068) God (430) said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
c. Jehovah is a single God, not multiple Gods

i. God is referred to by the Hebrew word “el” (410) for a singular God 235 times in the OT.

1. 47 of those times occur in the first five books

2. this word “el” (410) is the shortened form of the Hebrew word “elowahh” (433), which is also a reference to a single God.

a. “elowahh” (433) is the root word and singular form of the word “elohim” (410), which we have noted earlier.

b. “elowahh” (433) occurs 52 times in the OT, the earliest 2 of which are in Deuteronomy 32, occurring after God reveals His name to Moses and that Jehovah Elohim is one Jehovah

ii. Malachi 2:10 Have we not all one (0259) father? hath not one (0259) God (0410) created us?
d. Additional evidence of multiple persons in the Godhead in the OT

i. Psalms 110:1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.
ii. Daniel 7:13-14 3 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.
e. Isaiah 9:6

i. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
ii. Isaiah 9:6, a prophesy of Jesus, identifies Jesus first as “a son” and then as “the everlasting Father”
iii. The Hebrew words in Isaiah 9:6 are “ad” (5703) and “ab” (01)

1. these words present the idea of one whose existence is ancient and forever and one who is the father of a people, patriarch, or builder of house

2. put simply they do not have to be taken as a reference to God the Father since these terms can also be applied to Jesus

iv. We know how Jesus is a son, but how is Jesus a Father? Does this mean that Jesus, the son is God the Father? NO.
1. Just because someone is called father does not mean that they are their own father.

2. Jesus is identified as a father elsewhere, and is clearly distinguished from God the Father who gives him children

a. Hebrews 2:11 For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. 13 And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me.
b. Isaiah 8: 17 And I will wait upon the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.

C. God’s revelation of himself in the NT
1. Jesus distinguishes between himself and the Father (and the Holy Spirit)

a. John 3:35

b. John 5:19, 20, John 5:43 – Jesus is NOT coming in his own name, which would be the case if Jesus was/is the Father

c. John 8:28

d. John 10:25

e. John 12:44-45, 49*

f. John 14:12, 16, 24

g. John 15:24

h. John 17:5, 8, 11, 24* - Jesus existed with the Father before the world began, Jesus and the Father share glory*

i. Matthew 10:40-41

j. Matthew 11:27

k. Luke 10:22

l. Mark 13:32

2. God the Father distinguishes between himself and Jesus (the Father and Jesus are in two different places at the same time)

a. Matthew 3:17

b. Matthew 17:5

c. Mark 1:11

d. Mark 9:7

e. Luke 9:35

3. A distinction is made between the Father and/or Jesus and the Holy Spirit

a. The Father and the Holy Spirit

i. Luke 11:13

ii. John 14:16

iii. John 14:26

iv. John 15:26

b. Jesus and the Holy Spirit

i. John 14:16, 26

ii. John 15:26

4. Scripture/the disciples distinguish between Jesus and the Father

a. John 1:1-2, 14 - Jesus existed with the Father before the world began (1 Timothy 3:16)

b. Galatians 3:20, 1 Timothy 2:5

c. Hebrews 1:5-9 (Psalm 2:7)

d. Romans 15:6

e. 2 Corinthians 11:31

f. 1 John 5:6, 9-11

g. 2 John 9

5. Matthew 28:19 and the Granville Sharp rule

a. Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

b. The Granville Sharp rule of Greek Grammar

i. "If two nouns of the same case are connected by a "kai" (and) and the article (the) is used with both nouns, they refer to different persons or things. If only the first noun has the article, the second noun refers to the same person or thing referred to in the first." {Curtis Vaughn, and Virtus Gideon, A Greek Grammar of the New Testament" (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1979), p. 83.}"

c. Other examples of Granville Sharp and distinction between the Father and Jesus

i. 1 John 2:22, 24

ii. 2 John 1:9

6. The oneness (unity) of God 

a. Upholding the OT progressive revelation of God

i. Romans 1:20-21 – the question is how was the Godhead understood from the creation of the world (Genesis 1:1)? As a plurality of persons in one God.

b. Confirmation of Deuteronomy 6:4, there is only one God, NOT three

i. Mark 12:29, 32

ii. Romans 3:30

iii. 1 Corinthians 8:4

iv. Galatians 3:20

v. 1 Timothy 2:5

vi. James 2:19

vii. Ephesians 4:5

c. God is in Jesus

i. John 10:30

ii. John 17:11, 21-23 

1. the Father and Jesus are one as we are one – DOES NOT mean a oneness of personhood, a lack of individuality or distinction

2. the Father is in Jesus and Jesus in the Father as we are in God – DOES NOT mean a oneness of personhood, a lack of individuality or distinction

iii. 2 Corinthians 5:19

d. The persons of the trinity working together

i. Matthew 1:20

ii. Matthew 10:20

iii. John 14:16, 26

iv. John 15:26

7. Undeniable Proof of the Trinity and The Johannine Comma

a. 1 John 5:7-8 For there are three that bear record in heaven, [the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.] 8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.

i. *Disputed section is in brackets

ii. *Is not included in most translations

iii. *Not found in majority of Greek manuscripts

b. For more detail on this passage please see “The Johannine Comma [1 John 5:7]” at http://www.geocities.com/lasttrumpet_2000/theo/1jn57.html
c. Reasons for inclusion – “The Seven Tests for Truth in NT Criticism”

i. 1) Antiquity, or Primitiveness

1. 1 John 5:7 is quoted by 15+ ancient witnesses beginning in 200 AD by Tertuallian

ii. 2) Consent of Witnesses, or Number

1. 25 ancient witnesses (a minority), but ancient representation nonetheless

iii. 3) Variety of Evidence, or Catholicity

1. witnesses vary from N. Africa to Italy to Asia showing independent corroboration of ancient existence

iv. 4) Respectability of Witnesses, or Weight

1. Tertullian, Cyprian, Athanasius, etc. are all orthodox

v. 5) Continuity, or Unbroken Tradition

1. was considered authentic from at least 200-1500 AD

vi. 6) Evidence of the Entire Passage, or Context – (is the rest of the passage preserved by the ancient witnesses in a corrupt state or an uncorrupted one?)

1. In this case it is uncorrupted by the ancient witnesses mentioned

vii. 7) Internal Considerations, or Reasonableness – (Grammatical considerations)

1. “The Power of Attraction” (Greek rule of syntax) masculines control the gender of a group 

2. without the bracketed section 

a. we have “witnesses” (v.7) in the masculine and 3 neuter nouns in verse 8 (“the spirit, the water, and the blood”), which are said to agree as one.

b. This is a grammatical impossibility and is incorrect

3. with the bracketed section 

a. this works in the Greek because we have the inclusion of the masculine subject “the Father” and “the Word” to agree with the masculine “witnesses”

d. Reasons for inclusion – other support

i. The use of “the Word” instead of the usual “the Son” (as in Matthew 28:19) points to John as the author (John 1:1, 14)

8. Jesus is the fullness and the image of God

a. John 14:9-11

i. CANNOT mean Jesus and the Father are the same person

1. Verse 10 - Jesus distinguishes between himself and the Father

2. John 17:11, 21-23 explains what Jesus meant in John 14:11 – “in” does not mean “are the same person”

b. Hebrews 1:2-3

i. Context – Hebrews 1:2-3

1. Hath in these last days spoken unto us by [his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of [his] glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
ii. Greek definition of express image (5481) “charakter”

1. The instrument used for engraving or carving

2. The mark stamped upon that instrument or wrought out on it

a. A mark or figure burned in or stamped on, an impression

b. The exact expression (the image) of any person or thing, marked likeness, precise reproduction in every respect, i.e. facsimile

iii. Conclusions:

1. this passage does NOT say that Jesus is the person of God the Father, but instead states that Jesus is the exact expression of the Father’s person

2. verse 2 shows that verse 3 is simply stating that God has revealed himself perfectly to us in Jesus Christ, that it is confirming that Jesus is reliable revelation of God, it is NOT a statement about Jesus and God the Father being one person

3. verse 3 concludes with a distinction between Jesus and the Father with Jesus sitting at the Father’s right hand (Psalm 110, Acts 2:34, Acts 7:55)

iv. Logical issues

1. It does not follow that because Jesus is the exact, expressed image of God the Father’s person that the two are the same person

2. Being an exact image of someone else’s person only conveys that the two are exactly alike, not the same in person, or a lack of distinction

v. Other verses which convey the same idea

1. Colossians 1:19

2. Colossians 2:9 (see John 1:14 and 1 Timothy 3:16)

9. Use of Jesus name only and not all three as spoken of in Matthew 28:19

a. Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

b. In baptism - Acts 2:38, Acts 3:6, Acts 19:5

c. Explanation

i. The authority of the Godhead is conveyed by the name of Jesus alone, it does not necessitate the use of all three names since the authority of God has been granted to Jesus

d. Support – 

i. Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

ii. John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

iii. Philippians 2:9-10

D. More on the Trinity

1. Man – an illustration of the trinitarian nature of God

a. Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

b. Gen 2:18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be ALONE; I will make him an help meet for him…21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be ONE (echad) flesh.

c. Man is created to reflect God’s image – How does mankind reflect God’s image?

1. God could have made Eve out of the ground as he did with Adam, instead God made Eve out of Adam’s own flesh

2. So, Adam and Eve were of the same substance

3. When Adam and Eve had children these children also were of the same single substance

4. Therefore like God (Father, Son (Word), and the Holy Spirit) man (Adam, Eve, and any one of their children) were three persons, but of one substance

5. NOTE: in the case of humanity, there is the prior existence of one person to the next (Adam, before Eve, Adam and Eve before their child), but in the case of God, God is eternal, each Person of the Godhead is eternal and without beginning, having not been created at any point, but each being without origin and in existence for all time

2. The Fatherhood and Sonship in the Godhead

a. Unlike human fathers and sons, the Fatherhood and Sonship of God the Father to Jesus the Son DOES NOT convey a progenitor/offspring relationship (as would convey that there was a time when the Father existed before the Son existed)

b. The application of the terms Father and Son regarding God the Father and Jesus the Son describes for us their relationship with respect to Jesus’ incarnation (John 1:1, 14) 

i. in the same way that God the Father is our father as human, God the Father became Jesus’ Father when Jesus (the Word) became a man (Hebrews 2:14-16, Philippians 2:5-8)

ii. Jesus’ became the son of the Father at a certain point in time - at the incarnation, 

1. Hebrews 1:5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
2. Psalms 2:7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
3. Jesus’ is the son at his birth – John 1:14, 18, Luke 1:32

4. Hebrews 2:14-16

5. Philippians 2:5-8

iii. Other references

1. Jesus’ baptism - Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11*, Luke 3:22* (*see Psalm 2:7)

2. The Transfiguration - Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35, 2 Peter 1:17z

1
1

