Early Church History
I. Intro: Value of History

a. 1900 yrs. Since NT

b. Diversity in church

c. How did we get here?

d. Hermeneutics: historical context

i. Can’t filter the bible thru our own outlook

ii. Allow the bible to say what it intends to say

II. Examples:

a. Promise of prosperity in this life

i. American Christians live prosperously and comfortably

1. Many believe God promises us this in this life

2. Luke 21:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:9, and Revelation 3:10 are pointed to

ii. NT & early church: Christians suffered, were poor, and persecuted

1. Matthew 13:21, Luke 21:12-19, John 16:1-4, 33, Acts 8:1, Acts 11:9, Acts 14:22, Romans 5:3, Romans 8:17, 35, Romans 12:12, 2 Corinthians 8:1-2, 1 Thess. 2:14, 3:3-4, 2 Thess. 1:4-6, 2 Timothy 3:12, Hebrews 13:3, 1 Peter 1:6-7, 1 Peter 4:12, 1 Peter 5:10, Revelation 1:9, 2:9
Christianity - For 250 years it was a martyrs' church; the persecutions were fueled by the refusal of Christians to worship the state and the Roman emperor. 

Columbia Encyclopedia
b. Distinction between Israel and the Church

i. 1900 years of Gentile Christianity

ii. In English: OT refers to Israel, NT refers to Church

iii. For several decades the church was mostly Jewish, lead by Jews

iv. Ekklesia used in Greek OT to refer to Israel – BC and AD

Church (Christianity) - in Christian doctrine, the Christian religious community as a whole, or a body or organization of Christian believers. The Greek word ekklēsia, which came to mean church, was originally applied in the Classical period to an official assembly of citizens. In the Septuagint (Greek) translation of the Old Testament (3rd–2nd century BC), the term ekklēsia is used for the general assembly of the Jewish people, especially when gathered for a religious purpose such as hearing the Law (e.g., Deuteronomy 9:10, 18:16). In the New Testament it is used of the entire body of believing Christians throughout the world (e.g., Matthew 16:18)... - Encyclopedia Britannica
c.  John 1: The Logos becomes man
i. Conventional: Jesus gives us God’s word, is the logical part of God
ii. In the period before and during Christ’s life, Jews in Judea mainly spoke Aramaic and read the bible in Aramaic as we do in English.

1. These Aramaic translations of the Old Testament texts are called Targum.

Targum – 

(Aramaic: “Translation,” or “Interpretation”), any of several translations of the Hebrew Bible or portions of it into the Aramaic language…The earliest Targums date from the time after the Babylonian Exile when Aramaic had superseded Hebrew as the spoken language of the Jews in Palestine…Aramaic was firmly established in Palestine by the 1st century ad…For it was in the synagogue that the practice of reading from the Old Testament became widely observed, along with the custom of providing these readings with a translation into Aramaic…Though written Targums gradually came into being, it was the living tradition of oral translation and exposition that was recognized as authoritative throughout the Talmudic period of the early centuries of the Christian Era.  

Encyclopedia Britannica

iii. Greek: Logos = Aramaic: Memra used in Targums 

1. refers to the God of the Jews

iv. John is ID’ing Jesus as who appeared to Abraham, Moses, etc.
III. Modern ignorance of the first several hundred years of Christianity
a. George Barna

George Barna – founder of The Barna Group, a market research firm specializing in studying the religious beliefs and behavior of Americans…The Barna Group conducts opinion polls, which are generally interpreted from an evangelical perspective, and often cited within evangelical circles… - wikipedia.org

The Barna Group - Scientific opinion polls provided by The Barna Group are frequently cited in national and international news media in articles about American religion. - wikipedia.org

“But what do modern and postmodern Christians know about the history of the church…? Precious little, it turns out. And therein lies the problem…it’s time that the body of Christ get in touch with both the Word of God and the history of the church to arrive at a better understanding of what we can and should do – as well as what we cannot and should not do.” - George Barna, Pagan Christianity, p. xxvii-xxix

b. This early period of Christianity is vital

Ante-Nicene Period - The Ante-Nicene Period (literally meaning "before Nicaea")…Nevertheless, this portion of Christianity history is important, having a significant impact on the development of Christianity. – wikipedia.org
Apostolic Father - …authors of early Christian works dating primarily from the late 1st and early 2nd centuries. Their works are the principal source for information about Christianity during the two or three generations following the Apostles…their writings are more valuable historically than any other Christian literature outside the New Testament. - Encylopedia Britannica

Patristic Literature (Christianity) - The works of the Apostolic Fathers contain the earliest patristic literature…early Christian literature exists, and deserves to be studied, as a whole and that much will be lost if any sector is neglected… - Encyclopedia Britannica

c. Modern Christianity

i. Comes from & focuses on the Reformation – 1600 yrs. after Christ
ii. Reformation Theology from Augustine – 300 yrs. after Christ

Patristic Literature (Christianity) – In the 4th and 5th centuries, Augustine of Hippo and others laid the foundation for much of medieval and modern Christian thought.

Encyclopedia Britannica
iii. Augustine perceived as representing early Christianity

Covenant theology - has roots to various authors immediately following the founding of the Christian church, such as Augustine. – wikipedia.org
iv. Perception: pre-Aug. church didn’t understand Christian teaching

Early Christian doctrine is less elaborate and less defined than later formulations. – David W. Bercot, A Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs, Preface, p. VII

By the middle of the second century, the Christian Church had developed the Apostle's Creed which contained the foundational doctrines, or essential beliefs of the Church. In the 4th century, the doctrines of the Trinity and the two natures of Christ had been established at the Councils of Nicea in 325 AD, Ephesus in 431 AD, and Chalcedon in 451 AD. The doctrine of soteriology however, or the doctrine of salvation and grace had not been clearly and systematically established until the Augustine and the Pelagian controversy in the 5th century in the West...Although the major teachings of God and Christ had been established by the Council of Constantinople (AD 381), what had not been fully established up to this time were the questions "What did Christ accomplish in his life and death?" and "How is this work of God applied to man?" It would not be until the medieval church when the Atonement of Christ was fully developed, but the doctrine of Salvation began to be fully fleshed out with Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo in Northern Africa. 

Pelagianism in the Formation and Reformation of the Church

C. R. Biggs, www.reformationtheology.com

v. ECF’s wrote a lot – why don’t we know about their Christianity?

IV. Intro to the early, apostolic church

a. Study: show value of historical awareness & crash course on early church
b. Ante-Nicene period – prior to 325 AD, sub-divided into smaller eras
Ante-Nicene Period - The Ante-Nicene Period (literally meaning "before Nicaea")…the history of early Christianity…with the end marked by the First Council of Nicaea in 325. - wikipedia.org
i. Apostolic period – earliest era of the church, 1st-2nd cent.
Ante-Nicene Period - Post-Apostolic Period…the late first century to the early fourth century, with the end marked by the First Council of Nicaea in 325….the preceding Apostolic Age…Christianity throughout the second and third centuries…is usually referred to in terms of the adjacent periods with names as such "post-apostolic" (after the period of 1st century formative Christianity)…
wikipedia.org

1. last apostles died circa 98-100 AD

Saint Timothy – bishop of Ephesus; born , Lystra, Lycaonia; died ad 97, Ephesus 
Encyclopedia Britannica

Then, again, the Church in Ephesus, founded by Paul, and having John remaining among them permanently until the times of Trajan, is a true witness of the tradition of the apostles. - Irenaeus, Book III, CHAP. III.

Trajan – commonly known as Trajan ( 18 September 52 - 9 August 117 ), was a Roman Emperor who reigned from 98 A. D. until his death in 117 A. D. - wikipedia.org
2. NT was written during Apostolic Age
ii. alongside and after NT other writings: Apostolic Fathers

1. proximity and connection with Apostles

Fathers of the Church - There are several conventional groupings of the Fathers of the Church. One of these is the Apostolic Fathers... - Columbia Encyclopedia

Patristic Literature (Christianity) - The works of the Apostolic Fathers contain the earliest patristic literature…the earliest examples of patristic literature are the writings of the so-called Apostolic Fathers; the name derives from their supposed contacts with the Apostles or the apostolic community…They all belong to the late 1st or early 2nd century - Encyclopedia Britannica

2. 8 men: Clement of Rome, Papias, Polycarp, Ignatius, Barnabas, Mathetes, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus

Apostolic Father - …authors of early Christian works dating primarily from the late 1st and early 2nd centuries. Their works are the principal source for information about Christianity during the two or three generations following the Apostles. They were originally called apostolic men (Apostolici)…These writers include Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp, Hermas, Barnabas, Papias…Letter to Diognetus [Mathetes]…taken as a whole their writings are more valuable historically than any other Christian literature outside the New Testament. They provide a bridge between it and the more fully developed Christianity of the late 2nd century.
Encylopedia Britannica

a. ccel.org, early church writings free online

The Christian Classics Ethereal Library – 

The Christian Classics Ethereal Library (CCEL) is a digital library that provides free electronic copies of Christian scripture and literature texts…"a treasure of primary sources for anyone teaching Western Civilization or more specialized courses in medieval or Reformation history."
wikipedia.org

Volume I. The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus Clement of Rome, Mathetes, Polycarp, Ignatius, Barnabas, Papias, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus. 
Christian Classics Ethereal Library, ccel.or
b. Apostolic Fathers distinct from 2nd cent. writers

Volume II. Fathers of the Second Century.

Hermas, Tatian, Theophilus, Athenagoras, Clement of Alexandria
Christian Classics Ethereal Library, ccel.org
iii. The Apostolic Fathers

1. Epistle of the Apostle Barnabas, before 130 AD
Barnabas, Saint – Christian apostle. He was a Cypriot and a relative of St. Mark; his forename was Joseph. Several passages in the New Testament relate that Barnabas was a teacher and prophet in the church at Antioch and the companion of St. Paul on his first missionary journey. He is said to have been martyred in Cyprus. One of the oldest noncanonical Christian writings (about 2d cent. A.D.) is a letter attributed to Barnabas. -  Columbia Encyclopedia
Barnabas, Saint – an early Christian work written in Greek by one of the so-called Apostolic Fathers, Greek Christian writers of the late 1st and early 2nd centuries. Ascribed by tradition to St. Barnabas, the Apostle, the writing dates possibly from as late as AD 130… - Encyclopedia Britannica
2. Clement (of Rome)

a. disciple of Paul (and perhaps Peter as well)

b. a bishop in Rome while John the Apostle was living 

c. Paul calls him his fellow-worker in Philippians 4:3

d. His epistle is dated to 96 AD

Clement of Rome – died 1st century ad, Rome; first Apostolic Father…Irenaeus of Lyon lists him as a contemporary of the Apostles and witness of their preaching…The authorship of the Letter to the Church of Corinth (I Clement), the most important 1st-century document other than the New Testament…

Encyclopedia Britannica

Clement of Rome, St (fl. c.96), Bp. of Rome…two ‘Epistles to the Corinthians’ have been ascribed to him. The former ( I Clement) is genuine. It was written c.96 in the name of the Roman Church to deal with strife in the Church at Corinth
Columbia Encyclopedia
3. Polycarp 

a. disciple of John the Apostle 

b. John appointed him as a bishop in Smyrna

c. His letter is dated between 115 and 135 AD

d. in Smyrna when John sent the one of the copies of the Book of Revelation there (Rev. 1:1, 2:8)
Polycarp, Saint – c.A.D. 70-A.D. 156?, Greek bishop of Smyrna, Father of the Church. He was a disciple of St. John, who appointed him bishop. Thus he linked the apostles and such 2d-century Christian expositors as St. Irenaeus. St. Polycarp was a close friend of St. Ignatius of Antioch…His one surviving work, the Epistle to the Philippians…written c.115, c.135. He was in his time the mainstay of Christianity in Asia Minor. - Columbia Encyclopedia
4. Ignatius
a. a disciple of John the Apostle 

b. appointed a bishop in Antioch by John

c. His 7 letters are dated before his death in 107 AD
Ignatius of Antioch, Saint - d. c.107, bishop of Antioch…a convert and a disciple of St. John…he wrote the important letters to the churches in Rome and in Asia Minor, and to St. Polycarp. The seven epistles are an invaluable testimony to the beliefs and internal organization of the early Christians. - Columbia Encyclopedia
5. Irenaues
a. a bishop in Lyons
b. discipled by Polycarp, disciple of John
c. He wrote before 180 AD
"Irenaeus, Saint - c.125-c.202, Greek theologian, bishop of Lyons, and Father of the Church. Born in Asia Minor, he was a disciple of St. Polycarp…He was the earliest Father of the Church to systematize Christian doctrine and is cited frequently by later theologians. Only two of his works survive-neither in the original Greek. Against Heresies establishes Christian doctrine against the Gnostics and incidentally supplies much information on Gnosticism. - Columbia Encyclopedia
Introductory Notice - [a.d. 100-200.] – The Apostolic Fathers are here understood as filling up the second century of our era. Irenaeus, it is true, is rather of the sub-apostolic period; but, as the disciple of Polycarp, he ought not to be dissociated from that Father's company. - A. C. C. December, 1884, ccel.org

6. Papias 
a. associate of Polycarp 
b. a bishop in Hieropolis
c. He wrote before 130 AD
Papias – fl. A.D. 130, early Christian theologian said to have been bishop of Hieropolis and a friend of St. Polycarp. Papias' five-volume work, Oracles; or, Explanations of the Sayings of the Lord, survives only in fragments quoted by Eusebius of Caesarea and St. Irenaeus. These are valuable sources for the history of the church." 
Columbia Encyclopedia
7. Justin Martyr

a. a Samaritan, born just after John the Apostle’s death

b. His works are dated between 140-165 AD
Justin Martyr, Saint – 
c.A.D. 100-c.A.D. 165, Christian apologist, called also Justin the Philosopher. Born in Samaria of pagan parents, he studied philosophy, and after his conversion in Ephesus to Christianity at about the age of 38…Of his writings (in Greek), only two undisputed works remain, the Apology (with an appendix called the Second Apology) and the Dialogue. The Apology is a learned defense of Christians against charges of atheism and sedition in the Roman state; it contains an exposition of Christian ethics and invaluable records of the customs and practices of 2d-century Christianity. The Dialogue sets forth in the form of an argument with Trypho (or Tryphon) the Jew a philosophic defense of Christian beliefs, particularly with reference to Jewish writings; it has references to the Gospels that have been of much interest to students of the Bible. 
Columbia Encyclopedia
8. Mathetes

a. AKA The Letter to Diognetus, dated to 1st cent. 

b. “Mathetes” is Greek for “disciple” 

c. The letter indicates that he was taught by Apostles

d.  “Mathetes” may have been taught by John 

i. the words “Jesus” or “Christ” are not used

ii. prefers John’s “the Word” to ID Jesus Christ

Letter to Diognetus – 

often included with the works of the Apostolic Fathers, Greek Christian writers of the late 1st and early 2nd centuries, but it more accurately is associated with the early Apologists (primarily 1st century). Both the person addressed and the author of the work are unknown, although at one time the apologist Justin Martyr was erroneously considered the author. - Encyclopedia Britannica

The Epistle to Diognetus – 

The Epistle of Mathetes to Diognetus is probably the earliest example of Christian apologetics, writings defending Christianity from its accusers. The Greek writer and recipient are not otherwise known…among the Apostolic Fathers… "Mathetes" is not a proper name; it simply means "a disciple." The writer is a Johannine Christian who does not use the name "Jesus" or the expression the "Christ" but prefers the use of "the Word." - wikipedia.org
I do not speak of things strange to me, nor do I aim at anything inconsistent with right reason;[3] but having been a disciple of the Apostles, I am become a teacher of the Gentiles. - Mathetes Letter to Diognetus, CHAP. XI.--THESE THINGS ARE WORTHY TO BE KNOWN AND BELIEVED
iv. Summary on Apostolic Fathers
1. grouped based on: earliest writings, contact w/ apostles

2. 3-6 lived for decades alongside the apostles:
a. Barnabas

b. Clement, died before the end of the first century

c. Polycarp, 70-156 AD

d. Ignatius, died 107 AD

e. Papias, died 130 AD

f. perhaps Mathetes

3. 1 was an apostle: Barnabas
4. 4 of them were taught by apostles:

a. Clement, taught by Paul and perhaps Peter

b. Polycarp, taught by John

c. Ignatius, taught John

d. Mathetes, perhaps by John specifically

5. 5 were bishops: 3 app’t by apostles, 3 during apostles’ lives
a. Clement, Rome appointed by Paul and Peter.

b. Polycarp, bishop in Smyrna appointed by John. 

c. Ignatius, bishop in Antioch appointed by John.

d. Papias, bishop in Hieropolis.

e. Irenaeus, bishop in Lyons

6. 1, Irenaeus taught by John’s disciple Polycarp

7. 2 in NT: Barnabas, Clement, Paul’s fellowworker, Phil. 4:3
8. Imagine being able to say your pastor taught by apostle…
a. Augustine and Reformers can’t say this

c. Despite creds, Apostolic Fathers aren’t most influential in theology

i. Most influential in modern theology is Augustine
Eschatology, Eschatology in religions of the West, Post-Biblical Christianity, The views of Augustine –
The Protestant Reformers of the Lutheran, Calvinist, and Anglican traditions were not apocalypticists but remained firmly attached to the views of Augustine, for whose theology they felt a particular affinity…
Encyclopedia Britannica

Augustine – 
born Nov. 13, 354, died Aug. 28, 430, Hippo…perhaps the most significant Christian thinker after St. Paul. Augustine's adaptation of classical thought to Christian teaching created a theological system of great power and lasting influence…helped lay the foundation for much of medieval and modern Christian thought… His distinctive theological style shaped Latin Christianity in a way surpassed only by scripture itself.
Encyclopedia Britannica

Augustine, Saint – 
St. Augustine's influence on Christianity is thought by many to be second only to that of St. Paul, and theologians, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, look upon him as one of the founders of Western theology. 
Columbia Encyclopedia
Teaching of St. Augustine of Hippo – 
St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430) is a philosophical and theological genius of the first order, dominating, like a pyramid, antiquity and the succeeding ages…among theologians he is undeniably the first…Augustine's theological authority, indisputably the highest, dominates all thinkers…

The Catholic Encyclopedia
ii. Difference in time b/w Aug. and Apostolic Fathers/church

1. 200-300 yrs.
2. compared to the time US has been a nation
d. “apostolic church” – 

i. denotes the church period of the Apostolic Writers
ii. first and second century Christianity

iii. is NOT meant to indicate that their teaching is necessarily correct

V. Major diff’s b/w apostolic church and post-Aug./modern church practice
a. Some transition from apostolic church to Aug. church after 2nd cent.

b. Apostolic church was a house church system, no church buildings at all

Philip Schaff – 

born Jan. 1, 1819, Chur, Switz., died Oct. 20, 1893, New York, N.Y., U.S., Swiss-born American ecumenical leader and theologian whose works, especially the Creeds of Christendom (1877), helped set standards in the United States for scholarship in church history…In addition to his seven-volume History of the Christian Church (1858–92), Schaff’s works include…

Encyclopedia Britannica
That the Christians in the apostolic age erected special houses of worship is out of the question…As the Saviour of the world was born in a stable, and ascended to heaven from a mountain, so his apostles and their successors down to the third century, preached in the streets, the markets, on mountains, in ships, sepulchres, eaves, and deserts, and in the homes of the their converts.
Philip Schaff, Nineteenth-Century American Church Historian and Theologian quoted by Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, Chapter 2, The Church Building: Inheriting the Edifice Complex, page 9
The Reverend Dr. Frank C. Senn, STS – He holds a B.A. from Hartwick College, Oneonta, NY, a M.Div. from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and a Ph.D. from the University of Notre Dame. He was Assistant Professor of Liturgics at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago from 1978-81 and has taught courses at the University of Chicago Divinity School, the University of Notre Dame, Concordia University in River Forest, IL, Seabury-Western Theological Seminary and Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston. Active in liturgical circles, Dr. Senn has served as President of the North American Academy of Liturgy and The Liturgical Conference. – Immanuel Lutheran Church, http://ilcevanston.org/ 
Indeed, Christians of the first three centuries usually met in private residences…This indicates that the ritual bareness of the early Christian worship should not be taken as a sign of primitiveness, but rather as a way of emphasizing the spiritual character of Christian worship.” 
Senn, Christian Liturgy: Catholic and Evangelic (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997), 53, quoted by Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, page 14
Graydon F. Snyder is Emeritus Professor of New Testament at Chicago Theological Seminary. – amazon.com, Product Description for Inculturation of the Jesus Tradition: The Impact of Jesus on Jewish and Roman Cultures (Paperback)

Nor is there any extant church that certainly was built prior to the time of Constantine. – Graydon F. Snyder, Ante-Pacem: Archaeological Evidence of Church Life Before Constantine (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1985), 67, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.12.

The first churches consistently met in homes. Until the year 300 we know of no buildings first built as churches. – Graydon F. Snyder, First Corinthians: A Faith Community (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1991), 63, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.12.

In the first three centuries the church had no buildings. – Graydon F. Snyder, Ante-Pacem: Archaeological Evidence of Church Life Before Constantine (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1985), 166, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.14.

We have no temples and no altars. – Minucius Felix, The Octavius of Minucius Felix, ch. 32, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.14.

Marcus Minucius Felix – 

born , Africa?, died c. 250, Rome, one of the earliest Christian Apologists to write in Latin.

Encyclopedia Britannica

i.  NT explanations for why apostolic church was house church sys.
1. Last Supper and Pentecost were house meetings

Mark 14:14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 15 And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us.
 
Luke 22:11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready.

 

Acts 1:13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

 

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
2. other NT passages confirm apostolic church met in houses
Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

 

Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house.
 

Romans 16:5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.

 

1 Corinthians 16:19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.
 

Colossians 4:15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.
 

Philemon 1:2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:
c. Implications of a house-based church:
i. How much of our experience in church is defined by our weekly meetings?
1. Today: meetings in large bldgs. w/ large open space holding hundreds or more

2. Then: met in small, first-century houses = intimate

ii. Communal issues:

1. NT: communion was a feast/full meal based on Last Supper based on Passover Feast

Matthew 26:19 And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover. 20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.
Mark 14:16 And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover. 17 And in the evening he cometh with the twelve.
Luke 22:3 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover. 14 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. 15 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer:

John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 2 And supper (1173) being ended,
1 Corinthians 10:20 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper (1173). 21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.

1173 deipnon 

AV-supper 13, feast 3; 16 

1) supper, especially a formal meal usually held at the evening, 

1 Corinthians 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

2 Peter 2:13 …Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

Jude 1:1212 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you,
2. Apostolic church kept communion as a full meal 
According to Frank Senn, “Christians of the first several centuries…Their central ritual involved a meal that had a domestic origin and setting inherited from Judaism.” 

Christian Liturgy: Catholic and Evangelic (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997), 53. – quoted by Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, Chapter 2, The Church Building: Inheriting the Edifice Complex, page 14
In the first and early second centuries, the Lord’s Supper seems to have been taken in the evening as a meal. Second-century sources show it was taken only Sundays. In the Didache, the Eucharist is still shown to be taken with the Agape meal (love feast). Dix, Shape of the Liturgy, 23, Ferguson, Early Christians Speak, 82-84, 96-97, 127-130, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.193.

3. Today: 

a. communion is a sip of juice and a bit of bread
b. takes only a few minutes a week or month

iii. Apostolic approach to teaching
1. Jewish synagogue approach: reading presented, discuss/?s

Luke 2:46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

John 16:30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth from God.
Acts 13:15, 17:1-3, 17, Acts 18:4 – There are multiple occasions when Paul goes into the synagogues and is able to have an interactive discussion with the Jews gathered there on the Sabbath.

2. Gospels: Christ meetings w/ disciples are interactive, Christ teaching, disciples ask questions

a. NOTE: Last Supper…model for apostolic meetings

Matthew 13 – Jesus teaches the crowds and his disciples in a long discourse where Jesus speaks for 46 out of 53 verses. There is some interaction and questions from the disciples about the parables.

Matthew 17 and 18 record a series of interactive dialogues while Jesus is gathered together with disciples. Jesus is featured as the teacher with his disciples asking him questions.

Matthew 24-25 – Jesus is gathered with his disciples who ask him about his return and the coming of the kingdom. Jesus responds with 93 uninterrupted verses instructing them what will happen and what to watch for.

Mark 13 – Jesus is gathered with his disciples who ask him about his return and the coming of the kingdom. Jesus responds with 33 uninterrupted verses instructing them what will happen and what to watch for.

Luke 8 – Jesus teaches the crowds and his disciples for 14 verses. He is interrupted in the middle of this by a question from the disciples about the teaching.

Luke 10-22 – Jesus teaches the crowds and his disciples who are gathered together to hear him. Jesus’ speaking comprises 419 of the 538 verses, which end with Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane before his arrest. Interaction from others occurs throughout.

John 13-17 – Jesus gathers together with his disciples on the night before his death. These four chapters consist of 125 verses with Jesus teaching his apostles for 116 of the verses. During Jesus’ discourse, he is on several occasions interrupted by the disciples who comment and ask questions.

3. Acts: interactive meetings, teaching, discussion, ?s
Acts 1 – Peter leads an interactive discussion as the disciples choose someone to replace Judas. 
Acts 2:42, 46 – The church meets in their homes for communion meal and for the apostles’ teaching after the model of the Last Supper.
Acts 15 – The apostles and elders meet together and interactively discuss important theological issues and instruct the church, though a few men do lead the conversation. Afterwards, other apostles and elders gather the church in Antioch and together instruct them.

4. 1 Cor. 14 – teachers present, men ask ?s
1 Corinthians 14 – Paul discusses how the purpose of their meetings was to edify the church community through teaching and instruction-related activities. He discusses how two or three could participate in leading the teaching. Verses 32-37 specifically state that it was only women who were not allowed to speak in the church meetings and indicate that it was the custom of all the churches as given by Christ himself that men could ask questions as others taught.

iv. Apostolic church met in their homes ate a full meal listened to presentation of teaching and men interacted – very family-like
VI. Major fourth century changes to church meetings
a. Today: 
i. meet in large buildings like auditoriums focused on speaker or musicians, 
ii. audience faces away from one another, no interaction

iii. raised altar/stage at front, special seating, podium/pulpit, 
iv. audience participation is prohibited, teaching is an uninterruptible monologue/sermon
v. Where did we get this meeting format? 
NOT from early church.

b. In 300’s Constantine constructed the first “churches” from basilicas which were used as Roman imperial buildings and pagan temples
Basilica – was originally used to describe a Roman public building (as in Greece, mainly a tribunal), usually located in the forum of a Roman town. In Hellenistic cities, public basilicas appeared in the 2nd century BC. Basilicas were also used for religious purposes…The groundplan of Christian basilicas in the 4th century was similar to that of this Neopythagorean basilica…Such buildings usually contained interior colonnades that divided the space, giving aisles or arcaded spaces at one or both sides, with an apse at one end (or less often at each end), where the magistrates sat, often on a slightly raised dais. - wikipedia.org

Dais - Dais (pronounced /ˈdeɪ.əs/ or /ˈdaɪ.əs/[1]) is any raised platform located either within or without a room or enclosure, often for dignified occupancy, as at the front of a lecture hall or sanctuary. -  wikipedia.org

Schaff’s opening words are telling: “After Christianity was acknowledged by the state and empowered to hold property it raised houses of worship in all parts of the Roman Empire. There was probably more building of this kind in the fourth century than there has been in any period, excepting perhaps the nineteenth century in the United States.” 
Schaff, History of the Christian Church, 3:542 quoted by Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, Chapter 2, page 18 

Ferguson writes, “Not until the Constantinian age do we find specially constructed buildings, at first simple halls and then the Constantinian basilicas.” Before Constantine, all structures used for church gatherings were “houses or commercial buildings modified for church use” - 
Ferguson, Early Christians Speak, 74, quoted by Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p. 18
Everett Ferguson - Everett Ferguson (born February 18, 1933) currently serves as Distinguished Scholar in Residence at Abilene Christian University in Abilene, Texas...He received both his undergraduate bachelor degree and his first master's degree from Abilene Christian University in the mid 1950s. He immediately proceeded to Harvard University and received his Bachelor of Sacred Theology followed by a doctoral degree "with distinction" in History and Philosophy of Religion...During his education, Ferguson received such honors as the Honorary John Harvard Fellowship and Harvard Graduate School Fellowship. – wikipedia.org 
The church edifices build under Constantine were patterned exactly after the model of the basilica. 

Grant, Founders of the Western World, 209, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.22.

Michael Grant CBE (21 November 1914 – 4 October 2004) was an English classicist and numismatist...Michael Grant was born in London, and read classics at Trinity College, Cambridge and was professor of Humanity at Edinburgh University. He was awarded the OBE in 1946, the CBE in 1958, and was vice-chancellor (president) of the Queen's University of Belfast and University of Khartoum. According to his obituary in The Times he was "one of the few classical historians to win respect from [both] academics and a lay readership".[1] – wikipedia.org

These were the common government buildings, designed after Greek pagan temples. Hinson, Worshipping Like Pagans? 19, Norman, House of God, 24, Jungmann, Early Liturgy, 123, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.22.

E. Glenn Hinson teaches in retirement at Lexington Theological Seminary, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, and a newly opened Kentucky Baptist Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky. He is a member of the adjunct faculty of the Academy for Spiritual Formation. Dr. Hinson is a widely published author of books, articles, and reviews in the fields of New Testament, patristics, ecclesiology, spirituality, liturgy, and Baptist history. – amazon.com, About the Author, Spiritual Preparation for Christian Leadership (Perfect Paperback)

The Christian architects adapted the pagan plan, installing an altar near the large, rounded, recess, or apse, at one end of the edifice, where the king or judge sat; the bishop was now to take the place of the pagan dignitary. 

Collins and Price, Story of Christianity, 64, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.22.
Michael Collins, an Irish Catholic priest, was a protocol adviser to Pope John Paul II. He is currently a consultant to the Vatican Committee for the Millennium and Associate Professor of History at the American University in Rome. Matthew Price is President of Upland Publishing, a publisher of Christian books and media. He was vice-president of Starsong Communications and Director of Development at Tyndale House Publishers. – amazon.com, About the Author for The Story of Christianity (Paperback)

As one Catholic scholar wrote, with the coming of Constantine “various customs of ancient Roman culture flowed into the Christian liturgy…even the ceremonies involved in the ancient worship of the emperor as a deity found their way into the church’s worship, only in their secularized form. 

Jungmann, Early Liturgy, 130, 133, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.25.

The ceremonial aspects of the Mass, such as the incense, candles, and arrangement of the church building were all borrowed from the ceremonial court of the Roman emperors. 

Jungmann, Early Liturgy, 132-133, 291-292; Smith, From Christ to Constantine, 173, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.50.

The year 2000 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the death of Josef A. Jungmann, S.J., arguably the most influential Western Christian Liturgical scholar of the twentieth century. – books.google.com, Back Cover for Source and Summit, Commemorating Josef A. Jungmann, S.J.

i. The pagan, Neoplatonist, mystic philosopher Porphory noted the hypocrisy of these Christians in building houses of worship modeled after pagan temples
Porphyry said that the Christians were inconsistent because they criticized pagan worship and yet erected buildings that imitated pagan temples! This quote comes from the anti-Christian writer Porphyry (Davies, Secular Use of Church Buildings, 8), White, Building God’s House, 129), quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.22.

Reverend John Gordon Davies was educated at King's School (Chester), Christ Church (Oxford) and Westcott House (Cambridge). He worked in the dockland parish of Rotherhithe and as Professor in Theology at the University of Birmingham. He was also Director of the Institute for the Study of Worship and Religious Architecture in the University. – amazon.com, About the Author for Daily Life in the Early Church (Paperback)

L. Michael White is an American author and Biblical scholar. He is Ronald Nelson Smith Chair in Classics and Christian Origins and is the director of the Institute for the Study of Antiquity and Christian Origins at the University of Texas at Austin. He has appeared on PBS specials From Jesus to Christ: The First Christians (1998)[2] and Apocalypse! Time, History, and Revolution (1999)[3]. – wikipedia.org

Porphyry – born c. 234…Neoplatonist Greek philosopher...Surviving fragments of his Against the Christians, which was condemned in 448 to be burned, marked him as a fierce critic of the new religion. - Encyclopedia Britannica

c. The abandonment of the 300 yr. old house church practice modeled on the Last Supper involved major changes in format

i. A full communion meal was no longer convenient
ii. the new format was based on Roman imperial and pagan religious events

d. Teaching of silent audiences by professional orators trained in Greek art of rhetoric
i. Centuries b/f Constantine, Greco-Romans tradition of professional orators or sophists. 
1. sophist is relates to Greek word “sophia” = wisdom 
2. These speakers used wise, ornate language, gave fine speeches in basilicas
Rhetoric – Rhetoric is the art of using language to persuade…Along with grammar and logic or dialectic, rhetoric is one of the three ancient arts of discourse. From ancient Greece to the late 19th Century…to train public speakers and writers to move audiences to action with arguments…a central part of rhetoric, appearing among Aristotle's Topics.…classical rhetoric trained speakers to be effective persuaders in public forums and institutions like courtrooms and assemblies,… In Classical times, many of the great thinkers and political leaders performed their works before an audience, usually in the context of a competition or contest for fame, political influence, and cultural capital;…rhetor was the Greek term for orator: A rhetor was a citizen who regularly addressed juries and political assemblies and who was thus understood to have gained some knowledge about public speaking in the process, though in general facility with language was often referred to as…"skill with arguments" or "verbal artistry." Rhetoric thus evolved as an important art, one that provided the orator with the forms, means, and strategies for persuading an audience of the correctness of the orator's arguments. - wikipedia.org

Sophists - Organized thought about public speaking began in Ancient Greece...The word "sophistry" developed strong negative connotations in ancient Greece that continue today, but in ancient Greece sophists were nevertheless popular and well-paid professionals, widely respected for their abilities but also widely criticized for their excesses. - wikipedia.org

sophist - Etymology: Latin sophista, from Greek sophistēs, literally, expert, wise man, from sophizesthai to become wise,
2 capitalized : any of a class of ancient Greek teachers of rhetoric, philosophy, and the art of successful living prominent about the middle of the fifth century b.c. 

Merriam Webster’s Online Dictionary

rhetoric - 1 : the art of speaking or writing effectively: as a : the study of principles and rules of composition formulated by critics of ancient times b : the study of writing or speaking as a means of communication or persuasion 

2 a : skill in the effective use of speech b : a type or mode of language or speech; also : insincere or grandiloquent language - Merriam Webster’s Online Dictionary

Oration – an elaborate discourse delivered in a formal and dignified manner

Merriam Webster’s Online Dictionary

Oratory (Rhetoric) – Rhetoric, classically the theoretical basis for the art of oratory, is the art of using words effectively…The orator in his purpose…An attempt is made to change human behaviour or to strengthen convictions and attitudes…Oratorical greatness is invariably identified with strong emotional phrasing and delivery. 

Encyclopedia Britannica
ii. Speeches of Greek orators were called “homilos” or homilies in English. 

1. Today, as a modern pastor is taught how to give a sermon using the ancient Greek and Roman art of rhetoric in seminary classes called homiletics.
As early as the third century, Christians called their sermons homilies, the same term Greek orators used for their discourses. 

Hatch, Influence of Greek Ideas and Usages, 109; Brilioth, Brief History of Preaching, 18, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.93.

Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) was an English theologian born on September 4, 1835 in Derby, England...He graduated from Pembroke College at Oxford University in 1857, after undergraduate studies at Cambridge University. In 1858, Hatch won the Ellerton prize. In 1859, he was ordained as an Anglican priest, and travelled to Toronto, Canada, where he was professor of classics at Trinity College until 1862. – wikipedia.org 

Today one can take a seminary course called homiletics to learn how to preach. Homiletics is considered “a science, applying the rules of rhetoric, which go back to Greek and Rome.”
J. D. Douglas, New Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1991), 405, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.93.
J. D. Douglas was the revising editor of The New International Dictionary of the Bible and editor of The New Bible Dictionary. He was editor-at-large for Christianity Today. – http://www.harpercollins.com/authors/ 

Homiletics – Homiletics is the science that treats of the composition and delivery of a sermon or other religious discourse…The "Standard Dictionary" defines Homiletics as "that branch of rhetoric that treats of the composition and delivery of sermons or homilies" - Catholic Encyclopedia, newadvent.org
Homiletics – the art of preaching

Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary

sermon – 1 : a religious discourse delivered in public usually by a clergyman as a part of a worship service - Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary


Homiletics – Homiletics (Gr. homiletikos, from homilos, to assemble together), in theology the application of the general principles of rhetoric to the specific department of public preaching. The one who practices or studies homiletics is called a homilist…Homiletics is the study of the composition and delivery of a sermon or other religious discourse. It includes all forms of preaching, viz., the sermon, homily and catechetical instruction. – wikipedia.org

iii. Special seating for the speaker/pastor

1. The chair located on the stage or altar of the church where many modern pastors sit is also borrowed from Greek/Roman traditions 
2. The orator or imperial magistrate sat in a special chair on the raised section of the basilica called the “cathedra.” 

Basilica – …a Roman public building (as in Greece…) also used for religious purposes…The groundplan of Christian basilicas in the 4th century was similar to that of this Neopythagorean basilica…Such buildings usually contained…where the magistrates sat, often on a slightly raised dais. - wikipedia.org

Dais – …is any raised platform located either within or without a room or enclosure, often for dignified occupancy, as at the front of a lecture hall or sanctuary. -  wikipedia.org

Cathedra (chair) – 

(Latin: “chair,” or “seat”), Roman chair of heavy structure derived from the klismos—a lighter, more delicate chair developed by the ancient Greeks. The cathedra was used in the early Christian basilica as a raised bishop’s throne placed near the wall of the apse, behind the altar.
Encyclopedia Britannica

cathedra - 

The traditional position of the cathedra was in the apse, behind the high altar, which had been the position of the magistrate in the apse of the Roman basilica which provided the model type—and sometimes the actual structures—for early Christian basilicas.

wikipedia.org

e. NT contrasts to Roman practices:
i. NT emphasized humble teaching, plain words, warned against teachers relying on artful speeches
Romans 12:8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; 

1 Corinthians 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:

2 Corinthians 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you–ward.
2 Corinthians 3:12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech:
2 Corinthians 10:10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.
2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him…6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been throughly made manifest among you in all things.

2 Peter 2:18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

Jude 1:16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage.

ii. NT condemned the idea of special seating in church
Matthew 23:6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,
Mark 12: 38 And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces, 39 And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts:

Luke 11:43 Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.

Luke 20:46 Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts;

James 2:1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin,
iii. No professional permanent, local teachers/pastors in NT 

1. Jewish rabbis had a professional occupation and provided for themselves rather than charging the people for their teaching. 
a. Paul himself was trained to be a Pharisaic rabbi. He was a tentmaker (Acts 23:6, Acts 26:5, Philppians 3:5). 
b. Paul continued to make use of this professional skill after Christ sent him to preach the gospel and teach the church communities (Acts 18:3). 
2. The rule established in the churches was similar that of the Pharisaic rabbis. 
a. In 1 Corinthians 9, only traveling ministers or evangelists had the right to forbear work. 
i. Paul actually limits this right to the apostles, who were those sent out by Christ. 
I Corinthians 9: 5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? 6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?
ii. These rules originate with Jesus himself when he first “sent out” the apostles. (See Matthew 10:1-14, Mark 6:7-13, Luke 9:1-6, and Luke 10:1-12.) 
1. Only these apostles or “sent ones” could forebear work as they traveled about sharing Jesus’ 

2. This included Paul, Barnabas, and Jesus’ brothers like James and Jude 
3. These protocols are not applied to permanent, local ministers
b. Permanent, local religious teachers were required to practice a trade and to provide for themselves
i. Paul and Barnabas did not use their apostolic right to go without working. 

ii. Instead, they provided an example to the permanent, local elders.

2 Thessalonians 3:7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 8 Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you: 9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us. 10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. 13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.

1 Thessalonians 4:11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you;
1 Corinthians 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last…12 And labour, working with our own hands:
iii. Charging the church for teaching hinders the gospel and an is an abuse

I Corinthians 9: 12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.

I Corinthians 9: 18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.
3. The apostolic church didn’t have paid teachers or tithes, they all shared communally to meet each others needs
a. Local leaders could, like everyone else take from the communal distribution as they needed. 
i. Paul describes this communal sharing in 1 Timothy 5:16-18. 
ii. Discusses how widows who had no one to provide for them could partake. 
1. Similar to passages like Acts 2:44-45, Acts 4:34-35, and Acts 6:1-5

iii. This system is discussed in many other passages in the New Testament.
1. See Communal Living study.

b. Apostolic Fathers references to communal living

3. And for this reason did the Lord, instead of that [commandment]…of the law enjoining the giving of tithes, [He told us] to share(7) all our possessions with the poor; and not to love our neighbours only, but even our enemies; and not merely to be liberal givers and bestowers, but even that we should present a gratuitous gift to those who take away our goods… 

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV 
CHAP. XVIII. 2. And for this reason they (the Jews) had indeed the tithes of their goods consecrated to Him, but those who have received liberty set aside all their possessions for the Lord's purposes, bestowing joyfully and freely not the less valuable portions of their property, since they have the hope of better things [hereafter]; as that poor widow acted who cast all her living into the treasury of God.(1)
Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV 
 

CHAP. XIX. Thou shalt communicate in all things with thy neighbour; thou shalt not call(20) things thine own; for if ye are partakers in common of things which are incorruptible,(21) how much more [should you be] of those things which are corruptible!(22)…Thou shalt not hesitate to give, nor murmur when thou givest. "Give to every one that asketh thee,"(25)
Barnabas, THE EPISTLE OF BARNABAS(1)

CHAP. XIV. …we who valued above all things the acquisition of wealth and possessions, now bring what we have into a common stock, and communicate to every one in need…
Justin Martyr, THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

 

CHAP. LXVII. …And the wealthy among us help the needy; and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are supplied, we bless the Maker of all through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. And on the day called Sunday,(1) all who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place…and there is a distribution to each, and a participation of that over which thanks have been given,(3) and to those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons. And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; and what is collected is deposited with the president, who succours the orphans and widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and those who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of all who are in need.
Justin Martyr, THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN
f. Fourth century incorporates and features music in church meetings
i. Today, we associate praise and worship with music 
ii. But in the NT, NT study musical activity is scarcely mentioned. 

1. New Testament terminology for praise and worship does not invoke any association with musical activity.

a. There are 22 Greek words used in the New Testament to refer to worship and praise.

b. Hardly any invoke even the slightest reference to singing and none refer to musical accompaniment or singing.
proskuneo - 4352 - used 60 times, a physical gesture or posture of homage
sebomai - 4576 - used 6 times, to revere
doxa - 1391 - used 1 time, glory or splender
latreuo - 3000 - used 4 times, to serve or service
eusebeo - 2151 - used 1 time, a show of piety or reverence
ethelothreskeia - 1479 - used 1 time, voluntary or arbitrary worship
therapeuo - 2323 - used 1 time, to serve or do service
sebazomai - 4573 - used 1 time, to fear or to honor religiously
sebasma - 4574 - used 1 time, an object of religious worship or honor
theosebes - 2318 - used 1 time, worshipping God or pious
neokoros - 3511 - used 1 time, worshipper or temple servant
proskunetes - 4353 - used 1 time, a worshipper
threskeia - 2356 - used 1 time, religious worship

ainos - 136 - used 2 times, a saying or proverb or laudatory phrase, praise
aineo - 134 - used 9 times, (the verb tense of 136) extol, sing praises to God, promise or vow
doxa - 1391 - used 4 times, glory or splender
epainos - 1868 - used 11 times, approbation or commendation
epaineo - 1867 - used 3 times, to approve
humneo - 5214 - used 1 time, to sing the praise of or sing hymns to
ainesis - 133 - used 1 time, a thank offering
eulogeo - 2127* - used 1 time, bless or celebrate or consecrate with solemn prayer
arete - 703 - used 1 time, a virtuous course of thought, feeling and action
2. A survey the New Testament discussion of praise and worship reveals the following facts:
a. Of the 113 references in the New Testament to praise or worship: 

i. 5 directly mention singing or music
1. Revelation 5:8-9, 14, Revelation 14:2-3, and Revelation 15:3, Hebrews 2:12,  Acts 16:25

3. A survey of New Testament references to singing shows that:

a. There are 3 verses (out of 17 total passages) that mention singing in an instructional setting
i. 1 Corinthians 14:15, Ephesians 5:19, and Colossians 3:16

4. In contrast, the NT emphasizes teaching-focused activities at church gatherings.

a. 1 Corinthians 14 - church gatherings should emphasize activities fostering instruction and teaching of the Christian community.
b. Jesus constantly taught his disciples, but there is only 1 instance where the gospel records that they sang together 
i. Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26

c. For comparison, the Greek word for teaching (didache, Strong’s number 30) and the related verb (didasko, Strong’s number 97) are used 130 times in the New Testament.  
5. With such a lack of treatment on music in the New Testament, it’s no wonder that Christians in the earliest centuries did not feature musical activities in their fellowship gatherings.

According to Frank Senn, “Christians of the first several centuries…staged no public festivals, dances, musical performances, or pilgrimages. 
Christian Liturgy: Catholic and Evangelic (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997), 53, quoted by Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, page 14
a. Justin Martyr mentions reading scripture, teaching, prayer, weeking sharing, and the communion meal, but does not include music in his description of a typical church meeting of the second century church. 

And we afterwards continually remind each other of these things. And the wealthy among us help the needy; and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are supplied, we bless the Maker of all through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. And on the day called Sunday,(1) all who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as time permits; then, when the reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these good things. Then we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread and wine and water are brought, and the president in like manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to his ability,(2) and the people assent, saying Amen; and there is a distribution to each, and a participation of that over which thanks have been given,(3) and to those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons. And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; and what is collected is deposited with the president, who succours the orphans and widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and those who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of all who are in need. - Justin Martyr, THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN, CHAP. LXVII

iii. In contrast to NT and apostolic church gatherings, Greek and Roman plays, pagan religious ceremonies, and Roman imperial events all featured musical accompaniment including a choir.
The roots of the choir are found in the pagan Greek temples and Greek dramas. The Greeks had trained choirs to accompany their pagan worship. 

(H. W. Parke, The Oracles of Apollo in Asia Minor [London: Croom Helm, 1985], 102-103). Greek plays, both tragedy and comedy, were accompanied by orchestras (Marion Bauer and Ethel Peyser, How Music Grew [New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1939], 36, 45; Elizabeth Rogers, Music Through the Ages [New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1978], 64; Quasten, Music and Worship in Pagan and Christian Antiquity, 78; Alfred Sendrey, Music in the Social and Religious Life of Antiquity [Rutherford, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1974], 327, 412), quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.159. 

The Greek musical system was the precursor of that of the early Christian church, and the line of descent is unbroken from Greece, through Rome, to the Middle Ages and modern times. 

Dickinson, The Study of the History of Music, 9, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.160.

Choir – Antiquity; The oldest unambiguously choral repertory that survives is that of ancient Greece, of which the 2c BC Delphic hymns and the 2c A.D. hymns of Mesomedes are the most complete. The original Greek chorus sang its part in Greek drama, and fragments of works by Euripides (Orestes) and Sophocles (Ajax) are known from papyri….Of the Roman drama's music… - Encyclopedia Britannica.


Music of Ancient Greece - The function of music in ancient Greek society was bound up in their mythology:...It is no wonder, then, that music was omnipresent at the Pythian Games, the Olympic Games, religious ceremonies, leisure activities, and even the beginnings of drama as an outgrowth of the dithyrambs performed in honor of Dionysus.[12] It may be that the actual sounds of the music heard at rituals, games, dramas, etc. - Encyclopedia Britannica.
The [theatre and the arena] resemble each other also in their ceremony, having the same procession to the scene of their display from temples and altars, and that mournful profusion of incense and blood, with music of pipes and trumpets. 

Tertullian (c. 197 AD, W), 3.84.

g. Fourth century incorporation of pagan holy days
i. Another major element of modern Christianity is our annual celebration of Christmas on December 25
1. But for at least 200 years or more after Christ, the church did not celebrate Jesus’ birthday or any holiday on Dec. 25

"Christmas - The actual observance of the day of Jesus' birth was long in coming. In particular, during the first two centuries of Christianity there was strong opposition to recognizing birthdays of martyrs or, for that matter, of Jesus. Numerous church fathers offered sarcastic comments about the pagan custom of celebrating birthdays…" 
Encyclopedia Britannica

"Christmas - The observance probably does not date earlier than A.D. 200 and did not become widespread until the 4th cent." - Columbia Encyclopedia

2. Both Irenaeus and Tertullian, between 170-210 AD, do not mention Christmas in their list of Christian feast days

"Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the Church. Irenaeus and Tertullian omit it from their lists of feasts..." - The Catholic Encyclopedia
3. Dec. 25 was celebrated in the Roman and pagan world as the birth of the sun god Sol or Mithra. 

a. In the decades and centuries before Christians began celebrating December 25, Roman emperors promoted the sun god and his feast day of Dec. 25

"Natalis Invicti. The well-known solar feast, however, of Natalis Invicti, celebrated on 25 December, has a strong claim on the responsibility for our December date. For the history of the solar cult, its position in the Roman Empire, and syncretism with Mithraism..." - The Catholic Encyclopedia

"Christmas - The first mention of December 25 as the birth date of Jesus occurred in A.D. 336 in an early Roman calendar. The celebration of this day as Jesus' birth date was probably influenced by pagan (unchristian) festivals held at that time. The ancient Romans held year-end celebrations to honor Saturn, their harvest god; and Mithras, the god of light. - World Book Encyclopedia

"Christmas - The precise origin of assigning December 25 as the birth date of Jesus is unclear. The New Testament provides no clues in this regard. December 25 was first identified as the date of Jesus' birth by Sextus Julius Africanus in 221 and later became the universally accepted date. One widespread explanation of the origin of this date is that December 25 was the Christianizing of the dies solis invicti nati ("day of the birth of the unconquered sun"), a popular holiday in the Roman Empire that celebrated the winter solstice as a symbol of the resurgence of the sun, the casting away of winter and the heralding of the rebirth of spring and summer. Indeed, after December 25 had become widely accepted as the date of Jesus' birth, Christian writers frequently made the connection between the rebirth of the sun and the birth of the Son." - Encyclopedia Britannica 

"Mithra - Under the Achaemenids, Mithra became increasingly important, until he appeared in the 5th cent. B.C. as the principal Persian deity, the god of light and wisdom, closely associated with the sun. His cult expanded through the Middle East into Europe and became a worldwide religion, called Mithraism. This was one of the great religions of the Roman Empire, and in the 2d cent. A.D. it was more general than Christianity." - Columbia Encyclopedia 


"Sol - In Roman religion, the name of two distinct sun gods at Rome. The original Sol, or Sol Indiges, had an annual sacrifice and shrines on the Quirinal and in the Circus Maximus. After the importation of various Syrian sun cults, Elagabalus built a temple to Sol Invictus on the Palatine and attempted to make his worship the principal religion at Rome. Aurelian later reestablished the worship and erected a temple to Sol in the Campus Agrippae. The worship of Sol remained the chief imperial cult until the rise of Christianity." - Encyclopedia Britannica

"Sol, in Roman religion, in Roman religion, sun god. An ancient god of Mesopotamian origin, he was introduced (c.220) into Roman religion as Sol Invictus by emperor Heliogabalus. His worship remained an important cult of Rome until the rise of Christianity." - Columbia Encyclopedia

"Sol - The worship of Sol assumed an entirely different character with the later importation of various sun cults from Syria. The Roman emperor Elagabalus (reigned AD 218-222) built a temple to him as Sol Invictus on the Palatine and attempted to make his worship the principal religion at Rome. The emperor Aurelian (reigned 270-275) later reestablished the worship and erected a magnificent temple to Sol in the Campus Agrippae. The worship of Sol as special protector of the emperors and of the empire remained the chief imperial cult until it was replaced by Christianity."- Encyclopedia Britannica

"Church Year - Many have posited the theory that the feast of Christ's Nativity, the birthday of "the sun of righteousness" (Malachi 4:2), was instituted in Rome, or possibly North Africa, as a Christian rival to the pagan festival of the Unconquered Sun at the winter solstice. This syncretistic cult that leaned toward monotheism had been given official recognition by the emperor Aurelian in 274." - Encyclopedia Britannica

"Hellenistic Religion - Syrian solar cults of Sol Invictus (the "Unconquered Sun") and Jupiter Dolichenus played an important role under the emperors Antoninus Pius, the Severans-Septimius, and Alexander-and Elagabalus and these were hailed as the supreme deities of Rome under Aurelian, whose Sun temple was dedicated in 274."

Encyclopedia Britannica

"Christianity - Eusebius of Caesarea (c. 260-c. 340) was the court theologian of Emperor Constantine the Great, who formed the Orthodox understanding of the mutual relationship of church and state...Some of Eusebius' remarks echo the cult of the Unconquered Sun, the Sol Invictus, who was represented by the emperor according to pagan understanding. The emperor - in this respect he also resembled the pagan god - emperor who played the role of the pontifex maximus (high priest) in the state cult - took the central position within the church as well." - Britannica.com

"Mystery Religion - The height of Syrian influence was in the 3rd century AD when Sol, the Syrian sun god, was on the verge of becoming the chief god of the Roman Empire. He was introduced into Rome by the emperor Elagabalus (Heliogabalus) in about AD 220…The emperor Aurelian (270-275) elevated Sol to the highest rank among the gods…emperor Constantine the Great, some 50 years later, wavered between Sol and Christ. For some time his religious policy was devised so as to allow the coexistence of both religions. - Encyclopedia Britannic
4. In his earlier writings, Tertullian reports that the early Christians did not join in with the pagans in their holiday customs
[Addressing pagans:] On your day of gladness, we [Christians] neither cover our doorposts with wreaths, nor intrude upon the day with lamps…We are accused of lower sacrilege because we do not celebrate along with you the holidays…

Tertullian (c. 197, W), 3.44.

Christians have no acquaintance with the festivals of the Gentiles. Tertullian (c. 198, W), 4.24.

You Christians have your own registers, your own calendar. You have nothing to do with the festivities of the world. In fact, you are called to the very opposite…
Tertullian (c. 2122, W), 3.101.

a. Tertullian’s comments express the disapproval early Christians felt about participated in pagan holiday customs surrounding Dec. 25
The Minervalia are as much Minerva’s as Saturnalia is Saturn’s. Yes, it is Saturn’s day, which must necessarily be celebrated even by little slaves at the time of Saturnalia. Likewise, New Year’s gifts must be caught at…And all the presents of Midwinter…The same thing takes place on an idol’s birthday. Every ceremony of the devil is frequented. Who will think that these things are befitting to a Christian teacher? Tertullian (c. 200, W), 3.66.

We must now address the subject of holidays and other extraordinary festivities. We sometimes excuse these to our wantonness, sometimes to our timidity – in opposition to the common faith and discipline. The first point, indeed, on which I will join is this: whether a servant of God should share with the very nations themselves in matters of this kind – either in dress, food, or in any other kind of festivity.… “There is no communion between light and darkness,” between life and death. Or else we should rescind what has been written, “The world will rejoice, but you will grieve”…When the world rejoices, let us grieve. And when the world afterward grieves, we will rejoice….There are certain gift days, by which some adjust the claim of honor; or with others, the debt of wages….If men have consecrated for themselves this custom from superstition, why do you…participate in festivities consecrated to idols? 

Tertullian (c. 200, W), 3.68, 69.

5. Think about how different modern Christian culture would be without Christmas occupying our hearts for several months of the year.
a. Think about how our interpretation of biblical passages on holy days and adopting pagan religious customs might be affected by our modern traditions or the apostolic church’s experiences

VII. Conclusions on Apostolic and Fourth Century church practices
a. Apostolic church meetings – for the first few centuries after Christ 
i. Met in their homes

ii. Focused on humble, simple teaching from non-paid leaders, involving interaction
iii. Had little or no musical activity

iv. Shared a full communal meal at least once a week

v. Shared their belongings communally

vi. Did not celebrate Christmas

b. Fourth century and modern church meetings
i. Meet in buildings patterned after Roman imperial buildings and pagan temples, originally called basilicas

ii. A silent audience listened to uninterruptible sermons from professional orators trained in the Greek art of rhetoric who sat in special seats
iii. There is a large segment of musical activity
iv. Communion is reduced to a few minutes, a sip and a bite week or a month

v. We tithe to our local church much of which goes to pay for pastor and staff salaries, building costs, mortgages, utilities, etc.

vi. Most Christians celebrate Christmas
c. George Barna sums up his own study of early and modern Christian practices in the following quote.

If you spend time searching God’s Word for most of the common practices in conventional churches, you will rarely find them. If you go further and spend time tracing the history of these practices, you will soon discover that most of our religious habits are man-made choices. In fact, you’re likely to discern a pattern about the way that we “do church” these days: If we do it, it’s probably not in the Bible as one of the practices of the early church! Does it surprise you that most of what we do in religious circles has no precedent in scripture? This includes many of the activities within church services, the education and ordination of clergy, the routines commonly used in youth ministry, the methods of raising funds for ministry, the ways in which music is used in churches, even the presence and nature of church buildings…new perspectives and practices that churches have held on to for many years… 

George Barna, Pagan Christianity, p. xxvii-xxix

d. These are major differences in the key areas that define our Christian lives
i. The apostolic church had none of these modern church features

ii. Features of modern church parallel Greek and Roman imperial and pagan religious customs
VIII. Ideological Competitors to Early Christianity
a. As we might expect from a period of such sweeping change, these alterations in church practice were met by changes in theology as well
b. The early church was at odds with both non-Christian Judaism and the non-Christian Greco-Roman culture around them.
Patristic Literature – The ante-Nicene period – During the first three centuries of its existence the Christian Church…its distinctive system of beliefs…vis-à-vis Judaism on the one hand and Gnosticism…on the other… - Encyclopedia Britannica
i. Even after the church had become a mostly Gentile body, it continued to see itself as a Jewish movement and to hold to Jewish beliefs through the first several centuries. 
Ante-Nicene Period – 
First century Christianity possessed a basic cohesion based on the Pauline church movement, Jewish character, and self-identification as a messianic movement... wikipedia.org

The Apostolic Fathers - 

According to conventional reckoning, the earliest examples of patristic literature are the writings of the so-called Apostolic Fathers; the name derives from their supposed contacts with the Apostles or the apostolic community…They all belong to the late 1st or early 2nd century and were all to a greater or lesser extent influenced…by the profoundly Jewish atmosphere that pervaded Christian thinking and practice at this primitive stage...Almost all the Apostolic Fathers throw light on primitive doctrine and practice…But the real key to the theology of the Apostolic Fathers, which also explains its often curious imagery, is that it is Jewish-Christian through and through, expressing itself in categories derived from latter-day Judaism and apocalyptic literature (depicting the intervention of God in history in the last times)

Encyclopedia Britannica

ii. As the third century dawned, the church began to consider the ideas taught by the pagan mysticism of the Hellenistic or Greek world
Patristic Literature –

The ante-Nicene period
During the first three centuries of its existence the Christian Church had first to emerge from the Jewish environment that had cradled it and then come to terms with the predominantly Hellenistic (Greek) culture surrounding it.
Encyclopedia Britannica
c. The Greek world that surrounded the early church was dominated by a form of pagan religious mysticism called Neo-Platonism, which:
i. God was an unknowable being of which all creation is a part (pantheism). 
ii. God could only be known through subjective, mystical experience rather than through objective experience, rational knowledge, historical inquiry, or written texts. 
iii. Included a belief in reincarnation 
iv. Thought of salvation as emerging from our physical, material existence and re-ascending back into mystical union with “the One.” 
v. held that the material world was not directly created by the ultimate God, instead a lower deity (the Demiurge) was the creator of the world man inhabits
Neoplatonism – the last school of Greek philosophy, given its definitive shape in the 3rd century AD by the one great philosophical and religious genius of the school, Plotinus. The ancient philosophers who are generally classified as Neoplatonists called themselves simple 'Platonists,' - Encyclopedia Britannica

Neoplatonism – …a form of mysticism…Neoplatonism may be described as a species of dynamic pantheism. Directly or indirectly, everything is brought forth by the "One." In it all things, so far as they have being, are divine, and God is all in all…The Neoplatonists believed in the pre-existence, and immortality of the soul…Although the most pure and holy souls would dwell in the highest regions, the impure soul would undergo a purification, before descending again, to be reincarnated into a new body, perhaps into animal form. A soul which has returned to the One, achieves union with the cosmic universal soul, and does not descend again, at least, not in this world period. - wikipedia.org
"Platonism – Neoplatonism is the modern name given to the form of Platonism developed by Plotinus in the 3rd century AD…It represents the final form of pagan Greek philosophy…A certain Gnostic (relating to intuitive knowledge acquired by privileged individuals and immune to empirical verification) tone or colouring sometimes may be discerned in the thought of Plotinus…Moreover, the theosophical works of the late 2nd century AD known as the Chaldean Oracles, which were taken as inspired authorities by the later Neoplatonists, seem to have been a hodgepodge of popular Greek religious philosophy." - Encyclopedia Britannica 

"Neoplatonism – ancient mystical philosophy based on the doctrines of Plato." Columbia Encyclopedia
"Neoplatonism – Considered the last of the great pagan philosophies, it was developed by Plotinus (3d cent. A.D.). - Columbia Encyclopedia
Neoplatonism – The Neoplatonic cosmology also had religious overtones, for Plotinus believed that people…through mystic union would be absorbed in the One itself…There are thus two reciprocal movements in Neoplatonism: the metaphysical movement of emanation from the One, and the ethical or religious movement of reflective return to the One through contemplation of the forms of the Divine Mind…In the Middle Ages, elements of Plotinus' thought can be found in St. Thomas Aquinas
Columbia Encyclopedia
d. During the first three centuries of Christianity, various groups tried to fuse Neo-Platonism with apostolic Christian beliefs. 
i. This blending or syncretism of Christianity with the pagan mysticism of Neo-Platonism was called Gnosticism
1. “Gnostic” comes from the Greek “gnosis” = “knowledge.”
ii. Both Neo-Platonism and Gnosticism:
1. Are forms of pagan mysticism. 
a. Gnosticism, fond of using Christian terminology. 
2. held that the ultimate God was unknowable through objective realities or rational inquiry. 
3. interpreted scriptural texts allegorically and was unconcerned with what it saw as the plain or literal meaning of the writings which it held as having only superficial meaning. 
4. believed that the material world was created by a sub-deity called the Demiurge. 
5. viewed salvation as leaving our material existence and returning to mystical union with “the One.” 
Simon Magus – …Gnostics could conceive of salvation as attainable only by escaping their earthly prison. - Encyclopedia Britannica
Gnosticism – (Greek: gnōsis, knowledge) refers to diverse, syncretistic religious movements in antiquity consisting of various belief systems generally united in the teaching that humans are divine souls trapped in a material world created by an imperfect god, the demiurge;…The introduction of a distinct creator god. This creator god is commonly referred to as the demiourgós, a technical term literally denoting a public worker, used in the Platonist tradition… The gnostic demiurge bears resemblance to figures in Plato's Timaeus and Republic… Like Plato, Gnosticism presents a distinction between the highest, unknowable "alien God" and the demiurgic "creator" of the material…In many Gnostic systems (and heresiologies), God is known as the Monad, the One, The Absolute…The earliest origins of Gnosticism…include influence from Plato, Middle Platonism and Neo-Pythagoreanism academies or schools of thought…incorporated elements of Christianity and Platonism as it grew...gnostics attempted "an effort towards conciliation, even affiliation" with late antique philosophy…Gnostics borrow a lot of ideas and terms from Platonism…Plotinus' main objection to the Gnostics he was familiar with, however, was their rejection of the goodness of the demiurge and the material world…He accused Gnosticism of vilifying the Demiurge, or craftsman that crafted the material world, and even of thinking that the material world is evil, or a prison…To some degree the texts discovered in Nag Hammadi support his allegations, but others such as the Valentinians and the Tripartite Tractate insist on the goodness of the world and the Demiurge. - wikipedia.org

"Gnosticism – The origins of the Gnostic world view have been sought by scholars in…the allegorical Idealism of the Middle Platonic philosophers…It was only with the rise of Christianity, however, that Gnostic syncretism came to full expression…Gnostic revelation is to be distinguished…from Christian revelation, because it is not rooted in history and transmitted by Scripture. It is rather the intuition of the mystery of the self…This world is therefore alien to God…The Gnostic sects of the 2nd century made use of Hebrew and Christian religious writings, employing the allegorical method to extricate Gnostic meanings from them…The dualistic phase was reached after the expansion of Gnosticism into the Hellenistic world and under the influence of Platonic philosophy, from which was borrowed the doctrine that a lower demiurge was responsible for the creation of this world… thoroughly Hellenized and Christianized and sometimes comes very near to the views of Middle Platonism - Encyclopedia Britannica

Gnosticism, Nature – The Gnostic sects of the 2nd century made use of Hebrew and Christian religious writings, employing the allegorical method to extricate Gnostic meanings from them… - Encyclopedia Britannica

iii. Gnostic blending of Neo-Platonism with Christianity began very early in the apostolic era of the church. 
1. Early Christians traced the line of Gnostic teachers back to Simon Magus, the sorcerer, mentioned in Acts 8.
Simon Magus – Samarian magician; flourished 1st century ad; practitioner of magical arts who probably came from Gitta, a village in biblical Samaria. Simon, according to the New Testament account in Acts of the Apostles 8:9–24…Later references in certain early Christian writings identify him as the founder of post-Christian Gnosticism, a dualist religious sect advocating salvation through secret knowledge, and as the archetypal heretic of the Christian Church - Encyclopedia Britannica
1. Simon the Samaritan was that magician of whom Luke, the disciple and follower of the apostles, says…This Simon, then--who feigned faith, supposing that the apostles themselves performed their cures by the art of magic, and not by the power of God;… He, then, not putting faith in God a whit the more, set himself eagerly to contend against the apostles, in order that he himself might seem to be a wonderful being, and applied himself with still greater zeal to the study of the whole magic art, that he might the better bewilder and overpower multitudes of men…2. Now this Simon of Samaria, from whom all sorts of heresies derive their origin,…5. The successor of this man was Menander, also a Samaritan by birth, and he, too, was a perfect adept in the practice of magic. - Irenaeus, Book 1, CHAP. XXIII.--DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES OF SIMON MAGUS AND MENANDER.
1. Arising among these men, Saturninus (who was of that Antioch which is near Daphne) and Basilides laid hold of some favourable opportunities, and promulgated different systems of doctrine--the one in Syria, the other at Alexandria. Saturninus, like Menander, set forth one father unknown to all - Irenaeus, Book 1, CHAP. XXIV. -- DOCTRINES OF SATURNINUS AND BASILIDES.
iv. Unlike Christianity, the Gnostics:
1. denied that Christ and Jesus of Nazareth were a single being. 
2. held that the two were distinct and that the Christ was a divine being who rested on and joined with the Jewish man, Jesus. 
3. did not believe that the Christ being actually became a man. 
4. taught that the God of the Old Testament was different than the Christ. 
e. Apostolic, Christian repudiation of Gnostic ideas begins in the NT itself
i. 1 Timothy 6:20-21, Paul instructs Timothy to:
1. keep to what the apostles had passed on to the church
2. turn away the alternative, which he refers to as “knowledge falsely so called.” 
a. The Greek word translated as “knowledge” is “gnosis” from which we get the term Gnosticism. 
b. According to Paul those who profess this “gnosis” have “erred concerning the faith.”
1 Timothy 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science (Strong’s number 1108, gnosis) falsely so called: 21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith.
ii. 2 Thessalonians 2:7
1. Paul refers to the mystery of lawlessness as part of the campaign of the Antichrist. 
2. The Greek word that Paul uses for “mystery” is “mysterion.” 
a. It is related to the concepts and terminology of religious “mysticism” of which Gnosticism is a particular form
iii. In his epistles, the Apostle John warns against those who denied that Jesus is the Christ, like Paul…
1. John has Gnostic mystical teachings in mind such as:
a. the Gnostic denial that the Christ became a man, 
b. the Gnostic denial that Christ and Jesus are the same, 
c. the Gnostic teaching that the God of the Old and New Testaments is the same. 
2. John identifies those teaching Gnostic ideas with the terms antichrists, deceivers, and false prophets. 
3. Referencing Jesus’ statements in John 15, John instructs the church to instead hold to and abide in what the apostles had taught from the beginning 
a. (1 John 2:18-27, 1 John 4:3, 2 John 1:6-11)
4. 2 John 1:10 specifically states that those with Gnostic teaching should not be allowed into our houses
a. the church met in their houses
b. John was explicitly telling Christians not to allow Gnostic teaching into the church.
John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me…6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you…9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.
1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time…22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 27 …and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 28 And now, little children, abide in him;
1 John 3:24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world…6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
2 John 1:6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it. 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist…9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

iv. Both John and Paul condemn those who promoted Gnosticism and both apostles instructed the church to hold to that which was taught from the beginning by Jesus Christ and his apostles
f. With these apostolic warnings in mind, the Apostolic Fathers worked hard to refute Gnostic teachings and preserve apostolic doctrine in the church. 
i. Irenaeus, who was taught by John’s disciple Polycarp
1. valiantly maintains the apostolic campaign against Gnostic infiltration of the church in his 5 volume Against Heresies.
Polycarp, Saint – a disciple of St. John, who appointed him bishop. Thus he linked the apostles and such 2d-century Christian expositors as St. Irenaeus. 
Columbia Encyclopedia
Irenaeus, Saint – a disciple of St. Polycarp…Against Heresies establishes Christian doctrine against the Gnostics and incidentally supplies much information on Gnosticism. - Columbia Encyclopedia
Patristic Literature – The ante-Nicene period - During the first three centuries of its existence the Christian Church…its distinctive system of beliefs…vis-à-vis Judaism on the one hand and Gnosticism…on the other… - Encyclopedia Britannica
2. identifies the Gnostics with those Paul had condemned in 1 Timothy 6:20.
1 Timothy 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science (Strong’s number 1108, gnosis) falsely so called: 21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith.
CHAP. XXVI. 2. Let those persons, therefore, who blaspheme the Creator, either by openly expressed words, such as the disciples of Marcion, a perversion of the sense [of Scripture], as those of Valentinus and all the Gnostics falsely so called.

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV
3. points Christians toward what had always been taught in the church since the time of the apostles and away from Gnostic deviations. 

a. Irenaeus calls Gnosticism false knowledge (gnosis), but calls apostolic teaching true knowledge
CHAP. III. 1. It is within the power of all, therefore, in every Church, who may wish to see the truth, to contemplate clearly the tradition of the apostles manifested throughout the whole world; and we are in a position to reckon up those who were by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, and [to demonstrate] the succession of these men to our own times; those who neither taught nor knew of anything like what these [heretics] rave about. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK III 
8. True knowledge(4) is [that which consists in] the doctrine of the apostles…by which they have handed down that Church which exists in every place, and has come even unto us, being guarded and preserved(7) without any forging of Scriptures, by a very complete system(8) of doctrine, and neither receiving addition nor [suffering] curtailment [in the truths which she believes]; and [it consists in] reading [the word of God] without falsification, and a lawful and diligent exposition in harmony with the Scriptures, both without danger and without blasphemy; and [above all, it consists in] the pre-eminent gift of love,(9) which is more precious than knowledge, more glorious than prophecy, and which excels all the other gifts [of God]. - Irenaeus, Book V, CHAP. XXXIII

4. explains that the Gnostics merely imitated Christian phrases and terms in order to deceive Christians into accepting their false teaching. 
a. Irenaeus’ intentionally references Paul’s language saying that the Gnostics “overthrow the faith” of some (2 Tim. 2:18)
CHAP. XV. 2. By these words they entrap the more simple, and entice them, imitating our phraseology…When they have thus, by means of questions, overthrown the faith of any... - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK III 
CHAP. VIII.1. Such, then, is their system, which neither the prophets announced, nor the Lord taught, nor the apostles delivered, but of which they boast that beyond all others they have a perfect knowledge. They gather their views from other sources than the Scriptures;(4) and, to use a common proverb, they strive to weave ropes of sand, while they endeavour to adapt with an air of probability to their own peculiar assertions the parables of the Lord, the sayings of the prophets, and the words of the apostles, in order that their scheme may not seem altogether without support. In doing so, however, they disregard the order and the connection of the Scriptures, and so far as in them lies, dismember and destroy the truth. By transferring passages, and dressing them up anew, and making one thing out of another, they succeed in deluding many through their wicked art in adapting the oracles of the Lord to their opinions. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK I
5. remarks how the Gnostics felt that they had a superior understanding of than the apostolic views of the early church. 
a. The Gnostics thought that the apostolic teaching was deficient because it was still under Jewish thinking
...they have apostatized in their opinions from Him who is God, and imagined that they have themselves discovered more than the apostles, by finding out another god; and [maintained] that the apostles preached the Gospel still somewhat under the influence of Jewish opinions, but that they themselves are purer [in doctrine], and more intelligent, than the apostles."
Irenaeus, BOOK III. CHAP. XII., DOCTRINE OF THE REST OF THE APOSTLES.
g. Conclusions on Ideological Competitors to Early Christianity

i. The early church under the direction of the apostles refuted and resisted pagan mystical teaching in form of Gnosticism and Neo-Platonism
ii. We are in a better position to understand the changes that took place in the church after the Apostolic Age. 
IX. Fourth Century changes in Christian Theology – The Gospel and the Kingdom

a. For over 300 years before Augustine, the early church gospel:

i. Good news about salvation in a coming earthly kingdom

ii. Christ and Jewish and Gentile saints of OT and NT ruling the earth

iii. The replacement of historic, earthly gov’ts

b. Since Augustine, the church has discarded the apostolic church’s view of the gospel as a coming earthly kingdom of OT and NT saints

Premillennialism – (Redirected from Chiliasm) - The concept of…earthly messianic kingdom at the Messiah's coming was not an invention of Christianity. Instead it was a theological interpretation developed within the apocalyptic literature of early Judaism....For the larger part, Christian eschatology through the second and third centuries was chiliastic. Many early Christian interpreters applied the earlier Jewish apocalyptic idea of…Messianic kingdom…Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Tertullian all made explicit references to the concept of a thousand year earthly kingdom at Christ’s coming... - wikipedia.org

Patristic Literature (Christianity) - The Apostolic Fathers - But the real key to the theology of the Apostolic Fathers, which also explains its often curious imagery, is that it is Jewish-Christian through and through, expressing itself in categories derived from latter-day Judaism and apocalyptic literature (depicting the intervention of God in history in the last times), which were soon to become unfashionable and be discarded. - Encyclopedia Britannica

Millennialism – or chiliasm…millenarian beliefs have fallen into disfavor in mainstream Christian theology today, this was not the case during the early Christian centuries. At least during the first four centuries, millennialism was normative in both East and West. Tertullian, Commodian, Lactantius, Methodius, and Apollinaris of Laodicea all advocated premillennial doctrine…Chiliasm was…condemned as a heresy in the 4th century by the Church...nearly universal condemnation of the doctrine over a gradual period of time, beginning with Augustine of Hippo...the virtual annihilation of millennialism from the 4th Century onwards. 

wikipedia.org
Premillennialism – (Redirected from Chiliasm) - Augustine’s (354-430) influence shaped not only the Middle Ages, but it also influenced the Reformers...Augustine’s…amillennial view laid the eschatological foundation for the Middle Ages which practically abandoned premillennialism... – wikipedia.org
Amillennialism – Amillennialism (Latin: a- "no" + millennialism) is a view in Christian end-times theology named for its rejection of the theory that Jesus Christ will have a thousand-year long, physical reign on the earth… - wikipedia.org
c. Marcion - first to deny that salvation included a coming, earthly kingdom
Millennialism – 
or chiliasm…(around 185) by Irenaeus...The first known opponent of Christian chiliasm was Marcion, in the second century…an early heretic...
wikipedia.org
CHAP. VIII. 1. Vain, too, is [the effort of] Marcion and his followers when they [seek to] exclude Abraham from the inheritance…

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

CHAP. XXI. 1. Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted unto him for righteousness. Know ye therefore, that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. But the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, announced beforehand unto Abraham, that in him all nations should be blessed. So then they which be of faith shall be blessed with faithful Abraham." For which [reasons the apostle] declared that this man was not only the prophet of faith, but also the father of those who from among the Gentiles believe in Jesus Christ, because his faith and ours are one and the same: for he believed in things future, as if they were already accomplished, because of the promise of God; and in like manner do we also, because of the promise of God, behold through faith that inheritance [laid up for us] in the [future] kingdom.

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

d. Marcion, the Gnostic heretic, and Augustine and Origen all fused pagan mysticism (Neo-Platonism) with Christianity
i. Augustine and Origen (thru Augustine) have had the greatest influence of Christianity after the fourth century

1. Origen

Patristic Literature (Christianity) - Late 2nd to early 4th century - Meanwhile, a brilliant and distinctive phase of Christian literature was opening at Alexandria, the chief cultural centre of the empire and the meeting ground of the best in Hellenistic Judaism, Gnosticism, and Neoplatonism...The real founder of this theology, with its Platonist leaning, its readiness to exploit the metaphysical implications of revelation, and its allegorical understanding of scripture, was Clement (c. 150–c. 215), the Christian humanist whose welcoming attitude to Hellenism...But it is Origen (c. 185–c. 254) whose achievement stamps the Alexandrian school…he covered the whole Bible, deploying a subtle, strongly allegorical exegesis…Neoplatonist in background, his system embraces both the notion of the preexistence of souls…Origen’s influence on Christian doctrine and spirituality was to be immense and many-sided; the orthodox Fathers and the leading heretics of the 4th century alike reflect it.
Encyclopedia Britannica

"Origen – born c. 185, probably Alexandria, Egypt died c. 254…According to Porphyry, Origen attended lectures given by Ammonius Saccas, the founder of Neoplatonism. A letter of Origen mentions his 'teacher of philosophy,' at whose lectures he met Heraclas, who was to become his junior colleague…Origen's…Contra Celsum…answers…the 2nd-century anti-Christian philosopher Celsus…Both protagonists agree in their basic Platonic presuppositions…
Encyclopedia Britannica
Origen – Origen attempted to synthesize the fundamental principles of Greek philosophy, particularly those of Neoplatonism and Stoicism, with the Christianity of creed and Scripture…Before St. Augustine, Origen was the most influential theologian in the church. His threefold plan of interpreting Scripture (literal, ethical, and allegorical) influenced subsequent exegetical works. In spite of Origen's fame as an apologist for Christianity, there was question as to his orthodoxy. His somewhat recondite blending of pagan philosophy with Christian theology…

Columbia Encyclopedia

a. Felt no compulsion to keep earlier Christian teaching, but felt it was okay to speculate outside of a minimal set of basics)

Origen – Origen wrote De principiis…based on the presupposition that every Christian is committed to the rule of faith laid down by the Apostles (the Creator as God of both Old and New Testaments, the incarnation of the preexistent Lord, the Holy Spirit as one of the divine triad…but that outside this restriction the educated believer is free to speculate… Origen was writing long before the conciliar definitions of Chalcedon (451) concerning the Trinity and the Person of Christ and at a period when a far larger area of doctrine could be regarded as open for discussion and argument… - Encyclopedia Britannica

Patristic Literature (Christianity) - Late 2nd to early 4th century - In all his writings, but especially his On First Principles, Origen shows himself to be one of the most original and profound of speculative theologians. - Encyclopedia Britannica

b. Like other Gnostics and Neo-Platonists, Origen…
i. believed that man’s destiny did not involve an earthly inheritance or kingdom. 
ii. believed that all souls existed in God prior to their creation as angels or men 
iii. promoted and relied upon allegorical interpretation when he interpreted scripture
iv. taught that a divine spirit had united itself to the man, Jesus Christ
Origen – The material world was… is not his [man’s] ultimate destiny. Origen speculated that souls fell varying distances, some to be angels, some descending into human bodies, and the most wicked becoming devils…Origen believed in the preexistence of souls…The commentator's task is to penetrate the allegory, to perceive within the material body of Scripture its soul and spirit…So intense was the union between Christ's soul and the Logos that it is like the union of body and soul, of white-hot iron and fire. Like all souls Christ's had free will, but the intensity of union destroyed all inclination for change, and the Logos united to himself not only soul but also body…Origen, influenced by a semi-Gnostic writing, the Acts of John…In his lifetime he was often attacked, suspected of adulterating the Gospel with pagan philosophy…The chief accusations against Origen's teaching are…spiritualizing away the resurrection of the body…speculating about preexistent souls and world cycles…using allegorical interpretation. None of these charges is altogether groundless. - Encyclopedia Britannica
ii. Augustine

1. was very fond of Origen which he inherited from his own mentor, Ambrose, student of Origen and former student of the Gnostic Valentinus

2. was a Neo-Platonist

3. like other Gnostics, Augustine blended Neo-Platonist teaching with Christianity

Origen – A wealthy Christian named Ambrose, whom Origen converted from the teachings of the heretical Valentinus… - Encyclopedia Britannica
Ambrose, Saint – died 397, Milan…provided a model for medieval conceptions of church-state relations…Ambrose is also remembered as the teacher who converted and baptized St. Augustine of Hippo - Encyclopedia Britannica
St. Ambrose – lack of an early theological training…a marked preference for Origen…whose influence are repeatedly met with in his works…He delights in the allegorico-mystical interpretation of Scripture, i.e. while admitting the natural or literal sense he seeks everywhere a deeper mystic meaning…says St. Jerome (Ep.xli) 'he was disciple of Origen… - The Catholic Encyclopedia 

Augustine, Saint- after a deep study of Neoplatonism…Augustine…was greatly drawn by the eloquent fervor of St. Ambrose - Columbia Encyclopedia

Platonism, Platonism in the world of revealed religions – Ancient and medieval Christian Platonism - Augustinian Platonism – In his epistemology Augustine was Neoplatonic - Encyclopedia Britannica
Augustine – But when Augustine accepted baptism at the hands of Ambrose in 387, thereby joining the religion of his mother to the cultural practices of his father, he managed to make it a Christianity of his own…Reading Platonic texts and correctly understanding some of their doctrine…Augustine is especially influenced by the powerful intellectual preaching of the suave and diplomatic Bishop Ambrose, who reconciles for him the attractions of the intellectual and social culture of antiquity [paganism], in which Augustine was brought up and of which he was a master, and the spiritual teachings of Christianity. The link between the two was Ambrose's exposition, and Augustine's reception, of a selection of the doctrines of Plato, as mediated in late antiquity by the school of Neoplatonism. Augustine heard Ambrose and read, in Latin translation, some of the exceedingly difficult works of Plotinus and Porphyry - Encyclopedia Britannica
Life of St. Augustine of Hippo – neo-Platonic philosophy inspired him with genuine enthusiasm…[he] read certain works of Plato and, more especially, of Plotinus… Augustine gradually became acquainted with Christian doctrine, and in his mind the fusion of Platonic philosophy with revealed dogmas was taking place…It is now easy to appreciate at its true value the influence of neo-Platonism upon the mind of the great African Doctor. It would be impossible for anyone who has read the works of St. Augustine to deny the existence of this influence…So long, therefore, as his philosophy agrees with his religious doctrines, St. Augustine is frankly neo-Platonist…in thus seeking harmony between the two doctrines he thought too easily to find Christianity in Plato, or Platonism in the Gospel…he acknowledges that he has not always shunned this danger. Thus he had imagined that in Platonism he discovered the entire doctrine of the Word and the whole prologue of St. John…Augustine seeks the living truth, and even when he is combating certain Platonic ideas he is of the family of Plato, not of Aristotle…
The Catholic Encyclopedia
Works of St. Augustine of Hippo – These writings…from his conversion to his baptism (388-387), continue the autobiography of the saint by initiating us into the researches and Platonic hesitations of his mind…Their dialogue form shows that they were inspired by Plato and Cicero…The most remarkable of his Biblical works illustrate either a theory of exegesis (one generally approved) which delights in finding mystical or allegorical interpretations…His knowledge of the Biblical languages was insufficient: he read Greek with difficulty; - The Catholic Encyclopedia
Platonism, Platonism in the world of revealed religions – Augustinian Platonism – Each of the great Christian Platonists understood Platonism and applied it to the understanding of his faith in his own individual way, and of no one of them was this truer than of Augustine…the reading of Plotinus and Porphyry (in Latin translations) had a decisive influence on his religious and intellectual development, and he was more deeply and directly affected by Neoplatonism than any of his Western contemporaries and successors. - Encyclopedia Britannica

e. Origen and Augustine

i. remained faithful to their Neo-Platonic training
1. allegorically interpreted the scriptures
2. discarded the earlier Jewish context and meaning
3. understood salvation thru Neo-Platonism and Gnosticism as escaping from this world rather than the inheritance of a Messianic kingdom on earth

Premillennialism – (Redirected from Chiliasm) - The concept of a temporary earthly messianic kingdom at the Messiah's coming was not an invention of Christianity. Instead it was a theological interpretation developed within the apocalyptic literature of early Judaism....For the larger part, Christian eschatology through the second and third centuries was chiliastic. Many early Christian interpreters applied the earlier Jewish apocalyptic idea of a temporary Messianic kingdom…Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Tertullian all made explicit references to the concept of a thousand year earthly kingdom at Christ’s coming... - wikipedia.org

Amillennialism – Amillennialism (Latin: a- "no" + millennialism)…rejection of the theory that Jesus Christ will have a…physical reign on the earth…none of the available Church Fathers advocate amillennialism in the first century… With the influence of Neo-Platonism and dualism, Clement of Alexandria and Origen denied premillennialism…Origen's idealizing tendency to consider only the spiritual as real led him to combat the "rude" or "crude" Chiliasm of a physical and sensual beyond. - wikipedia.org

Eschatology, Eschatology in religions of the West, Post-Biblical Christianity, The views of Augustine – The literalistic descriptions…found in such apocalyptic works as the Book of Revelation were interpreted allegorically by Augustine…Augustine's allegorical millennialism became the official doctrine of the church, and apocalypticism went underground… - Encyclopedia Britannica

f. Conclusions on Augustinian changes in the gospel
i. Origen, Ambrose, and Augustine were able to persuade the fourth century church to filter to filter earlier Christian teaching through the pagan mystical worldview of Neo-Platonism and Gnosticism. 
ii. Major changes in church practice took place at this time.  
iii. One of the first things to go was the earthly, Messianic kingdom that had been taught by the church since the apostolic age.
X. Fourth Century changes in Christian Theology – The Christian State
a. Historical setting and issues
i. Constantine, emperor of Rome, professed to have converted to Christianity and made Rome into a Christian empire. 

ii. The idea of a Christian empire was directly at odds with the apostolic church’s view that only allowed for an earthly Christian kingdom when Jesus returned from heaven. 

iii. To get the church to participate in the society of the Roman Empire it was necessary to:

1. remove expectations of an earthly kingdom to be brought by the Messiah. 

2. undo the earlier church teaching that Christians were not to participate in earthly government until Christ returned

b. A reading of the following biblical teachings including Paul’s instructions in Romans 12 and 13, the apostolic church concluded that the church and the state were mutually exclusive entities.

i. Biblical passages

1. Before his death, Jesus explained to Pilate, the Roman procurator, that “his kingdom was not now of this world” (John 18:36). 
2. In Acts 1, after his resurrection, the apostles, still expecting the promised, earthly, Messianic kingdom, ask Jesus if he would restore the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6). 
a. Instead of restoring that kingdom, Jesus ascended into heaven and the apostles are then told by two angels that Jesus would one day return to the earth (Acts 1:9-11). 
3. Understanding this, Peter explains to a crowd of Jews in Acts 3 that Jesus must remain in heaven until the restoring of the things that had been prophesied and promised in the Old Testament (Acts 3:19-26). 
4. In Philippians 3:20, Paul states that our citizenship is in heaven until Christ returns. 
5. And Revelation 19:11-20:4 describe Jesus’ return, the destruction of the wicked, and the reign of Christ and the saints on the earth.
6. In the midst of this, Paul explains in Romans 12:17-13:7, that:

a. in this age, the job of dispensing justice (vengeance, the Greek means legal justice and civil rights) has been appointed to the state (Romans 13:1-7). 
b. Christians are not to carry out justice (using the same word for vengeance that Paul assigns to the state alone, Romans 12:19). 
ii. The apostolic church’s conclusions
1. The early church also saw a separation of the church from those who “bear the sword” in Jesus’ instruction in the gospels. 
2. Jesus’ commands that his followers:

a. “be harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16), 
b. “turn the other cheek” (Matthew 5:38-39), 
c. “put away the sword” (Matthew 26:52) 
d. “not fight because his kingdom is not now of this world (John 18:36), 
e. were all understood in the Apostolic Age of the early church to prohibit Christians from enacting both personal and organized violence for the purposes of rectifying injustice. 
3. With these teachings in their mind, the apostolic church was avidly pacifistic. 
4. The apostolic church saw themselves as foreigners in their own countries and withdrew from military and government service.
CHAP. V. For the Christians are distinguished from other men neither by country, nor language, nor the customs which they observe…They dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners. As citizens, they share in all things with others, and yet endure all things as if foreigners. Every foreign land is to them as their native country, and every land of their birth as a land of strangers…They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of heaven. They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same time surpass the laws by their lives.
THE EPISTLE OF MATHETES TO DIOGNETUS

CHAP. XXXIX. And when the Spirit of prophecy speaks as predicting things that are to come to pass, He speaks in this way: "For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more."And that it did so come to pass, we can convince you. For from Jerusalem there went out into the world, men, twelve in number, and these illiterate, of no ability in speaking: but by the power of God they proclaimed to every race of men that they were sent by Christ to teach to all the word of God; and we who formerly used to murder one another do not only now refrain from making war upon our enemies, but also, that we may not lie nor deceive our examiners, willingly die confessing Christ. - Justin Martyr, THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN
CHAP. CIX. "But that the Gentiles would repent of the evil in which they led erring lives, when they heard the doctrine preached by His apostles from Jerusalem, and which they learned(3) through them, suffer me to show you by quoting a short statement from the prophecy of Micah, one of the twelve [minor prophets]. This is as follows: 'And in the last days the mountain of the Lord shall be manifest, established on the top of the mountains; it shall be exalted above the hills, arid people shall flow unto it.(4) And many nations shall go, and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and they shall enlighten us in His way, and we shall walk in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge among many peoples, and shall rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into sickles: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. …CHAP. CX…Christians, who, having learned the true worship of God from the law, and the word which went forth from Jerusalem by means of the apostles of Jesus, have fled for safety to the God of Jacob and God of Israel; and we who were filled with war, and mutual slaughter, and every wickedness, have each through the whole earth changed our warlike weapons,--our swords into ploughshares, and our spears into implements of tillage,--and we cultivate piety, righteousness, philanthropy, faith, and hope, which we have from the Father Himself through Him who was crucified.

Dialogue of Justin, PHILOSOPHER AND MARTYR, WITH TRYPHO, A JEW

CHAP. XXXII. …and not only not to strike, but even, when themselves struck, to present the other cheek [to those that maltreated them]; and not only not to refuse to give up the property of others, but even if their own were taken away, not to demand it back again from those that took it; and not only not to injure their neighbours, nor to do them any evil, but also, when themselves wickedly dealt with, to be long-suffering, and to show kindness towards those [that injured them], and to pray for them, that by means of repentance they might be saved--so that we should in no respect imitate the arrogance, lust, and pride of others. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK II

CHAP. XXXIV.  4. …but from the Lord's advent, the new covenant which brings back peace, and the law which gives life, has gone forth over the whole earth, as the prophets said: "For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem; and He shall rebuke many people; and they shall break down their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks, and they shall no longer learn to fight."(1) If therefore another law and word, going forth from Jerusalem, brought in such a [reign of] peace among the Gentiles which received it (the word), and convinced, through them, many a nation of its folly, then [only] it appears that the prophets spake of some other person. But if the law of liberty, that is, the word of God, preached by the apostles (who went forth from Jerusalem) throughout all the earth, caused such a change in the state of things, that these [nations] did form the swords and war-lances into ploughshares, and changed them into pruning-hooks for reaping the corn, [that is], into instruments used for peaceful purposes, and that they are now unaccustomed to fighting, but when smitten, offer also the other cheek,(2) then the prophets have not spoken these things of any other person, but of Him who effected them. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV
"To begin with the real ground of the military crown, I think we must first inquire whether warfare is proper at all for Christians. What sense is there in discussing the merely accidental, when that on which it rests is to be condemned? Do we believe it lawful for a human oath to be superadded to one divine, for a man to come under promise to another master after Christ, and to abjure father, mother, and all nearest kinsfolk, whom even the law has commanded us to honour and love next to God Himself, to whom the gospel, too, holding them only of less account than Christ, has in like manner rendered honour? Shall it be held lawful to make an occupation of the sword, when the Lord proclaims that he who uses the sword shall perish by the sword? And shall the son of peace take part in the battle when it does not become him even to sue at law? And shall he apply the chain, and the prison, and the torture, and the punishment, who is not the avenger even of his own wrongs? Shall he, forsooth, either keep watch-service for others more than for Christ, or shall he do it on the Lord's day, when he does not even do it for Christ Himself? ... Of course, if faith comes later, and finds any preoccupied with military service, their case is different, as in the instance of those whom John used to receive for baptism, and of those most faithful centurions, I mean the centurion whom Christ approves, and the centurion whom Peter instructs; yet, at the same time, when a man has become a believer, and faith has been sealed, there must be either an immediate abandonment of it, which has been the course with many; or all sorts of quibbling will have to be resorted to in order to avoid offending God, and that is not allowed even outside of military service...Touching this primary aspect of the question, as to the unlawfulness even of a military life itself, I shall not add more, that the secondary question may be restored to its place. Indeed, if, putting my strength to the question, I banish from us the military life, I should now to no purpose issue a challenge on the matter of the military crown." - Tertullian, The Chaplet, or De Corona c.204 CE) 

Now inquiry is made about the point of whether a believer may enter into military service. The question is also asked whether those in the military may be admitted into the faith - even the rank and file (or any inferior grade), who are not required to take part in sacrifices or capital punishments…A man cannot give his allegiance to two masters - God and Ceasar…How will a Christian man participate in war? In fact, how will he serve even in peace without a sword? For the Lord has taken the sword away. It is also true that soldiers came to John [the Baptist] and received the instructions for their conduct. It is true also that a centurion believed. Nevertheless, the Lord afterward, in disarming Peter, disarmed every soldier. - Tertullian, circa 200 AD

"Nation will not take up sword against nation, and they will no more learn to fight." Who else, therefore does this prophecy apply to, other than us? For we are fully taught by the new law, and therefore observe these practices…The teaching of the new law points to clemency. It changes the primitive ferocity of swords and lances to tranquility. It remodels the primitive execution of war upon the rivals and enemies of the Law into the peaceful actions of plowing and cultivating the land. - Tertullian, circa 200 AD

In us, all ardor in the pursuit of glory and honor is dead. So we have no pressing inducement to take part in your public meetings. Nor is there anything more entirely foreign to us than affairs of state. - Tertullian, circa 200 AD

"We have learned, not only not to return blow for blow, nor to go to law with those who plunder and rob us, but to those who smite us on one side of the face to offer the other side also, and to those who take away our coat to give likewise our cloak." 
Athenagorus, circa 177 AD, A Plea for the Christians 

"But when beaten back as well by the faith as by the vigour of the combined army, he perceived that the soldiers of Christ are now watching, and stand sober and armed for the battle; that they cannot be conquered, but that they can die; and that by this very fact they are invincible, that they do not fear death; that they do not in turn assail their assailants, since it is not lawful for the innocent even to kill the guilty; but that they readily deliver up both their lives and their blood; that since such malice and cruelty rages in the world, they may the more quickly withdraw from the evil and cruel." 
Cyprian, 200-258 AD, Epistle 56 to Cornelius 

The hand must not be spotted with the sword and blood - not after the Eucharist is carried in it. - Cyprian, 200-258 AD,

"For when God forbids us to kill, He not only prohibits us from open violence, which is not even allowed by the public laws, but He warns us against the commission of those things which are esteemed lawful among men. Thus it will be neither lawful for a just man to engage in warfare, since his warfare is justice itself, nor to accuse any one of a capital charge, because it makes no difference whether you put a man to death by word, or rather by the sword, since it is the act of putting to death itself which is prohibited. Therefore, with regard to this precept of God, there ought to be no exception at all but that it is always unlawful to put to death a man, whom God willed to be a sacred animal." 
Lactantius of Bythynia, 240-320 AD, The Devine Institutues, Book 6, Of True Worship

"What then, or where, or of what character is piety? Truly it is among those who are ignorant of wars, who maintain concord with all, who are friendly even to their enemies, who love all men as brethren, who know how to restrain their anger, and to soothe every passion of the mind with calm government." 
Lactantius of Bythynia, 240-320 AD, The Devine Institutues, Book 6, Of True Worship

Why would [the just man] carry on war and mix himself with the passions of other when his mind is engaged in perpetual peace with men? Would he be delighted with foreign merchandise or with human blood - he who does not know how to seek gain? For the Christian is satisfied with his standard of living. He considers it unlawful not only to commit slaughter himself, but also to be present with those who do it. 
Lactantius of Bythynia, 240-320 AD

c. The apostolic church and the state

i. The apostolic church understood itself as separate from the societies, governments, and nations they lived among. 

1. This reality was bolstered by the fact that the early church suffered repeated persecutions including violent deaths and exiles for not giving their allegiance to the Roman state. 
a. This included some of the apostles like Paul, Peter, and John as well as some of the Apostolic Fathers like Polycarp and Ignatius. 
2. In those first three centuries, it was a martyr’s church where Christians were punished as seditious and treacherous for their lack of patriotism and allegiance to the state.
Christianity - For 250 years it was a martyrs' church; the persecutions were fueled by the refusal of Christians to worship the state and the Roman emperor. 

Columbia Encyclopedia
Justin Martyr, Saint – Of his writings (in Greek), only two undisputed works remain, the Apology (with an appendix called the Second Apology) and the Dialogue. The Apology is a learned defense of Christians against charges of atheism and sedition in the Roman state; - Columbia Encyclopedia
d. Gnostics, Neo-Platonists, and Roman imperialists
i. discarded earlier Christian teaching.
ii. did not share the apostolic church’s historic aversion to war, violence, and participation in earthly government before Christ’s return
iii. If the church was ever to be successfully merged into a stable union with Roman society…

1. the idea of an earthly, Messianic kingdom would have to change. 
2. there would also have to be a complete reinvention of the relationship of Christians to the state. 
iv. Ambrose, Augustine, and Constantine’s court theologian Eusebius, successfully accomplished the necessary reinvention of Christian teaching on the church and the state.
Christianity – Eusebius of Caesarea (c. 260-c. 340) was the court theologian of Emperor Constantine the Great, who formed the Orthodox understanding of the mutual relationship of church and state. He saw the empire and the imperial church as sharing a close bond with one another; in the centre of the Christian empire stood the figure of the Christian emperor - Encyclopedia Britannica

“Augustine,” says Paul Johnson, “was the dark genius of imperial Christianity, the ideologue of the Church-State alliance, and the fabricator of the medieval mentality. Next to Paul, who supplied the basic theology, he did more to shape Christianity than any other human being.

Johnson, History of Christianity, 112, quoted from Frank Viola, Pagan Christianity, p.51.

Ambrose, Saint – born AD 339, Augusta Treverorum, Belgica, Gaul died 397, Milan; feast day December 7 Latin Ambrosius bishop of Milan, biblical critic, and initiator of ideas that provided a model for medieval conceptions of church-state relations…Ambrose is also remembered as the teacher who converted and baptized St. Augustine of Hippo - Encyclopedia Britannica
e. Conclusions on changes to Christians teaching on church and state
i. For 300 years, the earliest church, the apostolic church was pacifistic and withdrew from military service and political involvement as they waited for the coming earthly kingdom when Christ returned. 

ii. But Ambrose, Augustine, and Eusebius, overturned the apostolic church’s centuries’ old prohibition against violence and Christian participation in the state was overturned. 

iii. The post-Constantinian church successfully merged with the Roman state. 

iv. Participation in war became a question of the justness of the cause. 
1. In some case, war was even seen as a necessary duty to spread the fourth century understanding of the gospel.
XI. The Apostolic Church vs. Greek Mysticism – Free Will and Divine Determinism

a. In Greek religions, fate was the divine determination or appointment of the destinies of individual men.
Fate – in Greek and Roman mythology, any of three goddesses who determined human destinies, and in particular the span of a person’s life and his allotment of misery and suffering. Homer speaks of Fate (moira) in the singular as an impersonal power and sometimes makes its functions interchangeable with those of the Olympian gods. From the time of the poet Hesiod (8th century bc) on, however, the Fates were personified as three very old women who spin the threads of human destiny.
Encyclopedia Britannica
Roman Religion - Astrological practices received encouragement from Stoic philosophy, which was introduced to Rome in the 2nd and early 1st centuries bc, notably by Panaetius and Poseidonius. The Stoics saw this pseudoscience as proof of the Platonic unity of the universe. Stoicism affected Roman religious thinking in at least three other ways. First, it had a deterministic effect, encouraging a widespread belief in Fate
Encyclopedia Britannica
b. Like other Greek religions, Gnosticism believed in divine fate.

i. The Gnostic conceptions of fate and salvation
1. all men were divided into categories based on whether they were destined by God to be saved or not
2. (like Neo-Platonists) salvation…
a. could only be attained through a subjective, internal, intuitive illumination which was the result of direct divine revelation. 
i. could NOT be acquired through rational inquiry, objective contemplation, empirical experience, or understood through scripture. 
b. was the result of a divine spark that, by the will of God
i. some men had this spark and were destined to be saved regardless of any other factor
ii. others, for some unknown reason, did not have it, and regardless of any other factor were destined not to be saved
Platonism, Platonism in the world of revealed religions –  For a Platonist…Sense experience…cannot be a basis for metaphysical or religious thinking. This must be the result of the presence in the soul of higher realities and their action upon it. In Plotinus the illumination of the soul by…the One was the permanent cause of man's ability to know eternal reality; - Encyclopedia Britannica

Gnosticism, Nature – Through revelation from above, man becomes conscious of his origin, essence, and transcedent destiny. Gnostic revelation is to be distinguished both from philosophical enlightenment, because it cannot be acquired by the forces of reason, and from Christian revelation, because it is not rooted in history and transmitted by Scripture. It is rather the intuition of the mystery of the self…the discovery of the unconscious self or spirit in man which sleeps in him until awakened by the Saviour… - Encyclopedia Britannica

Gnosticism – philosophical and religious movement prominent in the Greco-Roman world in the 2nd century AD…Gnostic sects appear to have shared an emphasis on the redemptive power of esoteric knowledge, acquired not by learning or empirical observation but by divine revelation. - Encyclopedia Britannica

Patristic literature, The ante-Nicene period – The Gnostic writers – 
…the Gnostics…their division of humanity into a spiritual elite able to achieve salvation and, below this elite, ‘material’ people cut off from salvation
Encyclopedia Britannica

Gnosticism – Gnosticism held that…humanity is divided into classes…The purely corporeal (hylic) lacked spirit and could never be saved; the Gnostics proper (pneumatic) bore knowingly the divine spark and their salvation was certain;
Columbia Encyclopedia
Gnosticism – The doctrine of salvation by knowledge…Gnostics were "people who knew", and their knowledge at once constituted them a superior class of beings, whose present and future status was essentially different from that of those who, for whatever reason, did not know… - The Catholic Encyclopedia
“Christianity, Aspects of the Christian religion – Gnostics (the pneumatics) contain within themselves divine sparks expelled from the pleroma. - Encyclopedia Britannica

Gnosticism – Another frequently encountered theme is that there is a special class or race of humans that is…destined to achieve salvation and to return to its spiritual origins. Salvation is understood as a revelation that reawakens knowledge (gnosis) of the race’s divine identity; - Encyclopedia Britannica

Archon – in Gnosticism, any of a number of world-governing powers that were created with the material world by a subordinate deity called the Demiurge (Creator). The Gnostics were religious dualists who held that matter is evil and the spirit good and that salvation is attained by esoteric knowledge, or gnosis…
Encyclopedia Britannica

Valentinus – flourished 2nd century AD. Egyptian religious philosopher, founder of Roman and Alexandrian schools of Gnosticism, a system of religious dualism (belief in rival deities of good and evil) with a doctrine of salvation by gnōsis, or esoteric knowledge… synthesis of Christian and oriental Gnostic teaching. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica
Origen – A wealthy Christian named Ambrose, whom Origen converted from the teachings of the heretical Valentinus…Origen went to Greece to dispute with another follower of Valentinus, Candidus…The Valentinian doctrine that salvation and damnation are predestinate, independent of volition, was defended by Candidus 
Encyclopedia Britannica
1. Arising among these men, Saturninus…promulgated different systems of doctrine…Christ came to destroy the God of the Jews, but to save…those who possess the spark of his life. This heretic was the first to affirm that two kinds of men were formed by the angels,--the one wicked, and the other good."
Irenaeus, BOOK I, CHAP. XXIV., DOCTRINES OF SATURNINUS AND BASILIDES.
5. …And again subdividing the animal souls themselves, they say that some are by nature good, and others by nature evil. The good are those who become capable of receiving the [spiritual] seed; the evil by nature are those who are never able to receive that seed. - Irenaeus, BOOK I, CHAP. VII

ii. Gnosticism
1. disguised pagan mystical beliefs borrowed from Neo-Platonism in Christian language.

2. believed that the physical world was evil 
a. believed that salvation was escaping from our material prison and returning to a heavenly existence 
b. Because man’s physical body was made of evil matter, they believed that man was totally incapable of attaining salvation through rational or objective consideration of our evidence or scriptural texts
3. believed that men were divided into categories: 
a. those destined by God to be saved

b. those who were not 
4. believed that salvation could only come as the result of a direct, intuitive, inward illumination from God
a. This inward illumination came from God and was not available to all men
c. The early, apostolic church’s view of fate and salvation

i. The apostolic church 
1. taught the opposite of the Gnostic views of fate and salvation 

2. believed that man was both capable of knowing what is right and true through rational contemplation and consideration of evidence and experience.
3. believed that all men were free and capable of choosing to obey God.

4. did NOT believe that who would be saved was determined by God rather than men themselves. 
a. believed that God will for all men to be saved, but each man’s salvation was a result of his own free choice to obey or not. 
5. believed that opportunity was equally available to all men and not just some men

Patristic literature, The ante-Nicene period -  The Gnostic writers – 
…pervasive philosophical-religious movement known as Gnosticism. This movement made a strong bid to absorb Christianity in the 2nd century…the church eventually maintained its identity intact…vital issues on which it differed sharply from the Gnostics. Chief among these were…their division of humanity into a spiritual elite able to achieve salvation and, below this elite…people cut off from salvation.” Encyclopedia Britannica

ii. This apostolic church’s teaching that men had free will was inherited from Judaism. 

1. Both of the major sects of Judaism featured in the New Testament, the Pharisees and the Sadducees, believed that man had free will. 

a. Josephus, a Jewish priest and historian of the first century also attests to this fact.

Pharisee - According to Josephus, whereas the Sadducees believed that people have total free will and the Essenes believed that all of a person's life is predestined, the Pharisees believed that people have free will but that God also has foreknowledge of human destiny. - wikipedia.org

2. Since the apostles were all Jews, and the major sects of first century Judaism believed that man was free, it is no surprise that the earliest church all explicitly taught that man was free and capable of obeying God.
Predestination – History of the doctrine – Church Fathers on the doctrine – 
The early church fathers consistently uphold the freedom of human choice. This position was crucial in the Christian confrontation with Cynicism and some of the chief forms of Gnosticism, such as Manichaeism, which taught that man is by nature flawed and therefore not responsible for evil in himself or in the world. At the same time, belief in human responsibility to do good as a precursor to salvation and eternal reward was consistent...The early church Fathers taught a doctrine of conditional predestination...Conditional Predestination, or more commonly referred to as conditional election, is a theological stance stemming from the writings and teachings of Jacobus Arminius, after whom Arminianism is named...wikipedia.org

iii. The Epistle of Mathetes

1. states that man is capable of freeing himself and through sense and reason can assess truth and accept or reject it. 

2. states that God does not force men to be saved, but respects man’s free will.   
CHAP. II. Come, then, after you have freed yourself from all prejudices possessing your mind, and laid aside what you have been accustomed to, as something apt to deceive you, and being made, as if from the beginning, a new man, inasmuch as, according to your own confession, you are to be the hearer of a new [system of] doctrine; come and contemplate, not with your eyes only, but with your understanding…human being…is endowed with sense and reason. A stone, however…is insensible. - THE EPISTLE OF MATHETES TO DIOGNETUS

CHAP. VII. He sent Him; as a Saviour He sent Him, and as seeking to persuade, not to compel us; for violence has no place in the character of God. As calling us He sent Him… - THE EPISTLE OF MATHETES TO DIOGNETUS 
And do not wonder that a man may become an imitator of God. He can, if he is willing. - THE EPISTLE OF MATHETES TO DIOGNETUS
iv. Clement
1. discusses repentance as a matter of a man’s willingness or refusal to obey God 

2. places this ability to obey God within the power of man. And he also mentions prayer for Christians who had fallen away

CHAP. VIII. The ministers of the grace of God have, by the Holy Spirit, spoken of repentance; …And if ye be willing and obey Me, ye shall eat the good of the land; but if ye refuse, and will not hearken unto Me, the sword shall devour you,
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF CLEMENT TO THE CORINTHIANS

CHAP. XXXI. Having therefore such an example, let us without delay accede to His will, and let us work the work of righteousness with our whole strength.
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF CLEMENT TO THE CORINTHIANS

CHAP. XXXVI. But who are His enemies? All the wicked, and those who set themselves to oppose the will of God.(7)
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF CLEMENT TO THE CORINTHIANS

Let us then also pray for those who have fallen into any sin, that meekness and humility may be given to them, so that they may submit, not unto us, but to the will of God. - 
Clement, CHAP. LVI.--LET US ADMONISH AND CORRECT ONE ANOTHER

v. Barnabas, 

1. like Clement, mentions the possibility of Christians falling back into sin and losing salvation in the kingdom of God

Let us be spiritually-minded: let us be a perfect temple to God. As much as in us lies, let us meditate upon the fear of God, and let us keep His commandments, that we may rejoice in His ordinances. The Lord will judge the world without respect of persons. Each will receive as he has done: if he is righteous, his righteousness will precede him; if he is wicked, the reward of wickedness is before him. Take heed, lest resting at our ease, as those who are the called [of God], we should fall asleep in our sins, and the wicked prince, acquiring power over us, should thrust us away from the kingdom of the Lord. And all the more attend to this, my brethren, when ye reflect and behold, that after so great signs and wonders were wrought in Israel, they were thus [at length] abandoned. Let us beware lest we be found [fulfilling that saying], as it is written, "Many are called, but few are chosen." 
THE EPISTLE OF BARNABAS, CHAP. IV

vi. Ignatius 
1. states that God gives man the choice and that man has the ability through reason to know what is right and the ability to act in accordance with that reason and knowledge 
2. believed that all men were free and capable
3. taught that all men, not just some men, could be saved 
4. taught that salvation was equally available to all men

CHAP. III.  Seeing, then, all things have an end, these two things are simultaneously set before us--death and life; 

THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE MAGNESIANS 

CHAP. IX. Moreover,(3) it is in accordance with reason that we should return to soberness [of conduct], and, while yet we have opportunity, exercise repentance towards God. - THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE SMYRNAEANS 

Chapter I. I entreat thee, by the grace with which thou art clothed, to press forward in thy course, and to exhort all that they may be saved.

THE EPISTLE OF  IGNATIUS TO POLYCARP 

vii. Justin 

1. teaches that salvation is equally obtainable by all men

2. teaches that God’s creation of man’s physical body out of matter was good, not evil

3. refutes the Gnostic view that man is not free and that his destiny is fated by God

4. states that the apostles themselves were the ones who taught the church that salvation is the result of a man’s free choice

CHAP. XLIII. And we, who have approached God through Him, have received not carnal, but spiritual circumcision, which Enoch and those like him observed. And we have received it through baptism, since we were sinners, by God's mercy; and all men may equally obtain it. - DIALOGUE OF JUSTIN WITH WITH TRYPHO

CHAP. X. And we have been taught that He in the beginning did of His goodness, for man's sake, create all things out of unformed matter; and if men by their works show themselves worthy of this His design, they are deemed worthy, and so we have received--of reigning in company with Him, being delivered from corruption and suffering. For as in the beginning He created us when we were not, so do we consider that, in like manner, those who choose what is pleasing to Him are, on account of their choice, deemed worthy of incorruption and of fellowship with Him. For the coming into being at first was not in our own power; and in order that we may follow those things which please Him, choosing them by means of the rational faculties He has Himself endowed us with, He both persuades us and leads us to faith. - THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. XII. …each man goes to everlasting punishment or salvation according to the value of his actions. For if all men knew this, no one would choose wickedness even for a little, knowing that he goes to the everlasting punishment of fire; but would by all means restrain himself, and adorn himself with virtue, that he might obtain the good gifts of God, and escape the punishments.…so whatever the Word forbids us to choose, the sensible man will not choose. - THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. XXVIII. …For the reason why God has delayed to do this, is His regard for the human race. For He fore-knows that some are to be saved by repentance, some even that are perhaps not yet born.(4) In the beginning He made the human race with the power of thought and of choosing the truth and doing right, so that all men are without excuse before God; for they have been born rational and contemplative. And if any one disbelieves that God cares for these things…this is the greatest profanity and wickedness. - THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. XLIII. But lest some suppose, from what has been said by us, that we say that whatever happens, happens by a fatal necessity, because it is foretold as known beforehand, this too we explain. We have learned from the prophets, and we hold it to be true, that punishments, and chastisements, and good rewards, are rendered according to the merit of each man's actions. Since if it be not so, but all things happen by fate, neither is anything at all in our own power. For if it be fated that this man, e.g., be good, and this other evil, neither is the former meritorious nor the latter to be blamed. And again, unless the human race have the power of avoiding evil and choosing good by free choice, they are not accountable for their actions, of whatever kind they be. But that it is by free choice they both walk uprightly and stumble, we thus demonstrate. We see the same man making a transition to opposite things…But this we assert is inevitable fate, that they who choose the good have worthy rewards, and they who choose the opposite have their merited awards. For not like other things, as trees and quadrupeds, which cannot act by choice, did God make man: for neither would he be worthy of reward or praise did he not of himself choose the good, but were created for this end;(2) nor, if he were evil, would he be worthy of punishment, not being evil of himself, but being able to be nothing else than what he was made. 
THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. XLIV. And the Holy Spirit of prophecy taught us this, telling us by Moses that God spoke thus to the man first created: "Behold, before thy face are good and evil: choose the good."(3) And again, by the other prophet Isaiah, that the following utterance was made as if from God the Father and Lord of all: "Wash you, make you clean; put away evils from your souls; learn to do well; judge the orphan, and plead for the widow: and come and let us reason together, saith the Lord:…if ye be willing and obey Me, ye shall eat the good of the land; but if ye do not obey Me, the sword shall devour you: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."(4)…So that what we say about future events being foretold, we do not say it as if they came about by a fatal necessity; but God foreknowing all that shall be done by all men, and it being His decree that the future actions of men shall all be recompensed according to their several value, He foretells by the Spirit of prophecy that He will bestow meet rewards according to the merit of the actions done, always urging the human race to effort and recollection, showing that He cares and provides for men…And if we persuade even a few… - THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN
CHAP. LXI. I will also relate the manner in which we dedicated ourselves to God when we had been made new through Christ; lest, if we omit this, we seem to be unfair in the explanation we are making…And for this [rite] we have learned from the apostles this reason. Since at our birth we were born without our own knowledge or choice, by our parents coming together, and were brought up in bad habits and wicked training; in order that we may not remain the children of necessity and of ignorance, but may become the children of choice and knowledge…there is pronounced over him who chooses to be born again, and has repented of his sins, the name of God the Father and Lord of the universe… - THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN
Chapter VII. But neither do we affirm that it is by fate that men do what they do, or suffer what they suffer, but that each man by free choice acts rightly or sins…The Stoics, not observing this, maintained that all things take place according to the necessity of fate. But since God in the beginning made the race of angels and men with free-will, they will justly suffer in eternal fire the punishment of whatever sins they have committed. And this is the nature of all I that is made, to be capable of vice and virtue. For neither would any of them be praiseworthy unless there were power to turn to both [virtue and vice]. - THE SECOND APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. LXXXVIII. He submitted to be born and to be crucified, not because He needed such things, but because of the human race, which from Adam had fallen under the power of death and the guile of the serpent, and each one of which had committed personal transgression. For God, wishing both angels and men, who were endowed with freewill, and at their own disposal, to do whatever He had strengthened each to do, made them so, that if they chose the things acceptable to Himself, He would keep them free from death and from punishment; but that if they did evil, He would punish each as He sees fit. - THE SECOND APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. CII. …But yet, since He knew that it would be good, He created both angels and men free to do that which is righteous, and He appointed periods of time during which He knew it would be good for them to have the exercise of free-will; and because He likewise knew it would be good, He made general and particular judgments; each one's freedom of will, however, being guarded.
THE SECOND APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. CXLI. …God, wishing men and angels to follow His will, resolved to create them free to do righteousness; possessing reason, that they may know by whom they are created, and through whom they, not existing formerly, do now exist; and with a law that they should be judged by Him, if they do anything contrary to right reason: and of ourselves we, men and angels, shall be convicted of having acted sinfully, unless we repent beforehand…And I, praying for them, said, "I can wish no better thing for you, sirs, than this, that, recognising in this way that intelligence is given to every man, you may be of the same opinion as ourselves, and believe that Jesus is the Christ of God." - THE SECOND APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

viii. Irenaeus
1. was taught by John’s student Polycarp, 
2. unequivocally teaches that salvation is available to all men
3. states that our salvation is a matter of our free will and choice and not a matter of divine appointment or enlightenment done without regard for man’s free will
4. states that God cannot be both good and just if man’s evil or man’s repentance is not through our own free choice and capability
5. affirms that all men are born good and innocent rather than evil as a result of their being born in a physical body

CHAP. X. But as the sun, that creature of God, is one and the same throughout the whole world, so also the preaching of the truth shineth everywhere, and enlightens all men that are willing to come to a knowledge of the truth.
Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK I

CHAP. XXV. 2. Again, that they might remove the rebuking and judicial power from the Father, reckoning that as unworthy of God, and thinking that they had found out a God both without anger and [merely]  good, they have alleged that one [God] judges, but that another saves, unconsciously taking away the intelligence and justice of both deities. For if the judicial one is not also good, to bestow favours upon the deserving, and to direct reproofs against those requiring them, he will appear neither a just nor a wise judge. On the other hand, the good God, if he is merely good, and not one who tests those upon whom he shall send his goodness, will be out of the range of justice and goodness; and his goodness will seem imperfect, as not saving all; [for it should do so,] if it be not accompanied with judgment. …3. For He is good, and merciful, and patient, and saves whom He ought: nor does goodness desert Him in the exercise of justice,(3) nor is His wisdom lessened; for He saves those whom He should save, and judges those worthy of judgment. Neither does He show Himself unmercifully just; for His goodness, no doubt, goes on before, and takes precedency.
Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK III

CHAP. IV. 3. But the wheat and the chaff, being inanimate and irrational, have been made such by nature. But man, being endowed with reason, and in this respect like to God, having been made free in his will, and with power over himself, is himself the cause to himself, that sometimes he becomes wheat, and sometimes chaff. Wherefore also he shall be justly condemned, because, having been created a rational being, he lost the true rationality, and living irrationally, opposed the righteousness of God, giving himself over to every earthly spirit, and serving all lusts...

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

CHAP. VI. 5. And for this purpose did the Father reveal the Son, that through His instrumentality He might be manifested to all, and might receive those righteous ones who believe in Him into incorruption and everlasting enjoyment (now, to believe in Him is to do His will); but He shall righteously shut out into the darkness which they have chosen for themselves, those who do not believe, and who do consequently avoid His light. The Father therefore has revealed Himself to all, by making His Word visible to all; and, conversely, the Word has declared to all the Father and the Son, since He has become visible to all. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

CHAP. XIII. 3. Abraham also followed voluntarily and under no compulsion (sine vinculis), because of the noble nature of his faith, and so became "the friend of God."(3) - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

God has always preserved freedom, and the power of self-government in man,(12) while at the same time He issued His own exhortations, in order that those who do not obey Him should be righteously judged (condemned) because they have not obeyed Him; and that those who have obeyed and believed on Him should be honoured with immortality. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

CHAP. XXVIII. 3. And again, who are they that have been saved and received the inheritance? Those, doubtless, who do believe God, and who have continued in His love; and innocent children,(3) who have had no sense of evil. But who are they that are saved now, and receive life eternal? Is it not those who love God, and who believe His promises, and who "in malice have become as little children?"(4) 

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

CHAP. XXXVII. 1. This expression [of our Lord], "How often would I have gathered thy children together, and thou wouldest not,"(8) set forth the ancient law of human liberty, because God made man a free [agent] from the beginning, possessing his own power, even as he does his own soul, to obey the behests (ad utendum sententia) of God voluntarily, and not by compulsion of God. For there is no coercion with God, but a good will [towards us] is present with Him continually. And therefore does He give good counsel to all. And in man, as well as in angels, He has placed the power of choice (for angels are rational beings), so that those who had yielded obedience might justly possess what is good, given indeed by God, but preserved by themselves. On the other hand, they who have not obeyed shall, with justice, be not found in possession of the good, and shall receive condign punishment: for God did kindly bestow on them what was good; but they themselves did not diligently keep it…the Apostle Paul testifies in his Epistle to the Romans…2. But if some had been made by nature bad, and others good, these latter would not be deserving of praise for being good, for such were they created; nor would the former be reprehensible, for thus they were made [originally]. But since all men are of the same nature, able both to hold fast and to do what is good; and, on the other hand, having also the power to cast it from them and not to do it…All such passages demonstrate the independent will(8) of man, and at the same time the counsel which God conveys to him, by which He exhorts us to submit ourselves to Him, and seeks to turn us away from [the sin of] unbelief against Him, without, however, in any way coercing us.  4. No doubt, if any one is unwilling to follow the Gospel itself, it is in his power [to reject it], but it is not expedient. For it is in man's power to disobey God, and to forfeit what is good; but [such conduct] brings no small amount of injury and mischief. And on this account Paul says, "All things are lawful to me, but all things are not expedient;"(9) referring both to the liberty of man, in which respect "all things are lawful," God exercising no compulsion in regard to him;…If then it were not in our power to do or not to do these things, what reason had the apostle, and much more the Lord Himself, to give us counsel to do some things, and to abstain from others? But because man is possessed of free will from the beginning, and God is possessed of free will, in whose likeness man was created, advice is always given to him to keep fast the good, which thing is done by means of obedience to God. 5. And not merely in works, but also in faith, has God preserved the will of man free and under his own control, saying, "According to thy faith be it unto thee; "(1) thus showing that there is a faith specially belonging to man, since he has an opinion specially his own. And again, "All things are possible to him that believeth;"(2) and, "Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee."(3) Now all such expressions demonstrate that man is in his own power with respect to faith…the Lord, both showing His own goodness, and indicating that man is in his own free will and his own power…6. Those, again, who maintain the opposite to these ['conclusions], do themselves present the Lord as destitute of power, as if, forsooth, He were unable to accomplish what He willed; or, on the other hand, as being ignorant that they were by nature "material," as these men express it, and such as cannot receive His immortality…for they were made rational beings, endowed with the power of examining and judging, and were not [formed] as things irrational or of a [merely] animal nature, which can do nothing of their own will, but are drawn by necessity and compulsion to what is good, in which things there is one mind and one usage, working mechanically in one groove (inflexibiles el sine judicio), who are incapable of being anything else except just what they had been created."…Since, then, this power has been conferred upon us, both the Lord has taught and the apostle has enjoined us the more to love God, that we may reach this [prize] for ourselves by striving after it. For otherwise, no doubt, this our good would be [virtually] irrational… - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

CHAP. XXXVIII. 4. He declares, "I have said, Ye are gods; and ye are all sons of the Highest."(1) But since we could not sustain the power of divinity, He adds, "But ye shall die like men," setting forth both truths--the kindness of His free gift, and our weakness, and also that we were possessed of power over ourselves. For after His great kindness He graciously conferred good [upon us], and made men like to Himself, [that is] in their own power… - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

CHAP. XXXIX. 3. If, however, thou wilt not believe in Him, and wilt flee from His hands, the cause of imperfection shall be in thee who didst not obey, but not in Him who called [thee]…the man who does not obtain it is the cause to himself of his own imperfection…nor, again, does God exercise compulsion upon any one unwilling to accept the exercise of His skill. Those persons, therefore, who have apostatized from the light given by the Father, and transgressed the law of liberty, have done so through their own fault, since they have been created free agents, and possessed of power over themselves. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK IV

d. Conclusions on fate and salvation

i. the earliest church, the apostolic church believed…
1. that all men were born good and innocent and 
2. that salvation was equally available to all men who each have the ability to rationally contemplate and freely choose to believe and obey and be saved or not to believe and disobey and be condemned

ii. UNLIKE the Gnostics, the apostolic church did NOT believe… 

1. that God predestined some men to be saved and other not to be saved. 

2. that man’s physical body made him incapable of choosing faith and obedience

3. that salvation was directly imparted to man directly by God through some inward, intuitive, divine action that circumvented men’s will and rational faculties
XII. Fourth Century changes in Christian Theology – Divine Determination
a. Augustinian and Reformation perpetuation of blending Christian theology with pagan, Greek mystical religious ideas from Neo-Platonism and Gnosticism
b. The Augustinian, Reformed, and modern gospel and kingdom

i. Origen and Augustine
1. were avid Neo-Platonists and like the Gnostics blended pagan, Greek mysticism with Christian theology

2. embraced the Gnostic teaching that the physical world was evil and that salvation meant leaving this earthly world behind
3. discarded the version of the gospel taught by the earliest church
4. replaced the gospel of the coming earthly Messianic kingdom with an allegorical kingdom where the saints receive an eternal, heavenly inheritance
ii. The Reformers

1. followed Augustine and Origen in the rejection of the Jewish and apostolic church’s understanding of the gospel of an earthy kingdom.

2. continued to uphold the fourth century version of the gospel that fit with Greek mystical ideas of salvation as an escape from our material existence to a heavenly destiny
Amillennialism – Amillennialism (Latin: a- "no" + millennialism)…rejection of the theory that Jesus Christ will have a…physical reign on the earth…none of the available Church Fathers advocate amillennialism in the first century… With the influence of Neo-Platonism and dualism, Clement of Alexandria and Origen denied premillennialism…Origen's idealizing tendency to consider only the spiritual as real led him to combat the "rude" or "crude" Chiliasm of a physical and sensual beyond. - wikipedia.org

Eschatology, Eschatology in religions of the West, Post-Biblical Christianity, The views of Augustine – The literalistic descriptions…found in such apocalyptic works as the Book of Revelation were interpreted allegorically by Augustine…Augustine's allegorical millennialism became the official doctrine of the church, and apocalypticism went underground… - Encyclopedia Britannica

Amillennialism – Amillennialism was the dominant view of the Protestant Reformers. The Lutheran Church formally rejected chiliasm in the The Augsburg Confession— “Art. XVII., condemns the Anabaptists and others ’who now scatter Jewish opinions that, before the resurrection of the dead, the godly shall occupy the kingdom of the world, the wicked being everywhere suppressed.’" Likewise, the Swiss Reformer, Heinrich Bullinger wrote up the Second Helvetic Confession which reads "We also reject the Jewish dream of a millennium, or golden age on earth, before the last judgment." - wikipedia.org

Premillennialism – (Redirected from Chiliasm) - The Anglican Church originally formalized a statement against millennarianism in the Anglican Articles. This is observed in the 41st of the Anglican Articles, drawn up by Thomas Cranmer (1553), described the millennium as a 'fable of Jewish dotage.' - wikipedia.org
c. On divinely appointed fate and salvation

i. Augustine taught the views of Greek mysticism and Gnosticism 

1. that all men are born evil, 

2. that some men are fated by God to be saved while others, by God’s choice, are not, 

3. that salvation is not attained through a rational, objective consideration or contemplation of evidence and a man’s free choice to believe and obey
4. that salvation can only com from a direct, inward, subjective, divine illumination that does not involve man’s consideration or choice
Platonism, Platonism in the world of revealed religions - Augustinian Platonism – 
In his epistemology Augustine was Neoplatonic, especially in the subjectivity of his doctrine of illumination—in its insistence that in spite of the fact that God is exterior to man, men's minds are aware of him because of his direct action on them…and not as the result of reasoning from sense experience. For a Platonist…Sense experience, therefore…cannot be a basis for metaphysical or religious thinking. This must be the result of the presence in the soul of higher realities and their action upon it. In Plotinus the illumination of the soul by…the One was the permanent cause of man's ability to know eternal reality; and Augustine was at this point very close to Plotinus
Encyclopedia Britannica
ii. The Reform and modern theology are founded on Augustine’s teachings
Augustine – perhaps the most significant Christian thinker after St. Paul. Augustine's adaptation of classical thought to Christian teaching created a theological system of great power and lasting influence…shaped the practice of biblical exegesis and helped lay the foundation for much of medieval and modern Christian thought… - Encyclopedia Britannica
Augustine, Saint – St. Augustine's influence on Christianity is thought by many to be second only to that of St. Paul, and theologians, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, look upon him as one of the founders of Western theology. 
Columbia Encyclopedia
Teaching of St. Augustine of Hippo – Protestant as well as Catholic, are almost unanimous in placing St. Augustine in the foremost rank of Doctors and proclaiming him to be the greatest of the Fathers - The Catholic Encyclopedia
Patristic Literature (Christianity) – In the 4th and 5th centuries, Augustine of Hippo and others laid the foundation for much of medieval and modern Christian thought.

Encyclopedia Britannica
Eschatology, Eschatology in religions of the West, Post-Biblical Christianity, The views of Augustine – …the doctrine of Augustine remained unchallenged until the 17th century. The Protestant Reformers of the Lutheran, Calvinist, and Anglican traditions were not apocalypticists but remained firmly attached to the views of Augustine, for whose theology they felt a particular affinity…
Encyclopedia Britannica
Premillennialism – (Redirected from Chiliasm) - Augustine’s (354-430) influence shaped not only the Middle Ages, but it also influenced the Reformers
wikipedia.org

iii. Augustine, in true Gnostic fashion, incorporated these pagan mystical teachings that he was so fond of into Christian theology
Teaching of St. Augustine of Hippo, II. HIS SYSTEM OF GRACE – 
Only those are the elect for whom God chooses the invitation which is foreseen to be efficacious, but God could convert them all…Is there in this a vestige of an irresistible grace or of that impulse against which it is impossible to fight, forcing some to good, and others to sin and hell? - The Catholic Encyclopedia 
Teaching of St. Augustine of Hippo, II. HIS SYSTEM OF GRACE – 
…St. Augustine has remarked that man is not the master of his first thoughts; he can exert an influence on the course of his reflections, but he himself cannot determine…consequently, the motives…it is God who determines at His pleasure these first perceptions of men, either by the prepared providential action of exterior causes, or interiorly by a Divine illumination given to the soul… God, therefore, can, at His pleasure, obtain the salvation of Judas, if He wishes, or let Peter go down to perdition. No freedom, as a matter of fact, will resist what He has planned…Consequently, it is God alone, in His perfect independence, who determines, by the choice of such a motive or such an inspiration…whether the will is going to decide for good or for evil. - The Catholic Encyclopedia
Teaching of St. Augustine of Hippo – II. HIS SYSTEM OF GRACE – 
…It is therefore prior to any merit of Peter, or any fault of Judas, that God decided to give them the graces which saved Peter and not Judas…Why did not God, seeing that another grace would have saved Judas, give it to him? Faith can only answer, with Augustine: O Mystery! - The Catholic Encyclopedia 
Predestination – History of the doctrine – Church Fathers on the doctrine – 
The early church fathers consistently uphold the freedom of human choice. This position was crucial in the Christian confrontation with Cynicism and some of the chief forms of Gnosticism, such as Manichaeism, which taught that man is by nature flawed and therefore not responsible for evil in himself or in the world. At the same time, belief in human responsibility to do good as a precursor to salvation and eternal reward was consistent...The early church Fathers taught a doctrine of conditional predestination...Conditional Predestination, or more commonly referred to as conditional election, is a theological stance stemming from the writings and teachings of Jacobus Arminius, after whom Arminianism is named...Augustine of Hippo marks the beginning of a system of thought that denies free will and affirms that salvation needs an initial input by God in the life of every person. While his early writings affirm that God's predestinating grace is granted on the basis of his foreknowledge of the human desire to pursue salvation, this changed after 396. His later position affirmed the necessity of God granting grace in order for the desire for salvation to be awakened.
wikipedia.org
Original sin – in Christian theology, the sin of Adam, by which all humankind fell from divine grace. Saint Augustine was the fundamental theologian in the formulatiom of this doctrine, - Columbia Encyclopedia
Original Sin, I. MEANING – Original sin may be taken to mean:…the hereditary stain with which we are born on account of our origin or descent from Adam…[this] sense of the word…may be seen by St. Augustine's statement: "the deliberate sin of the first man is the cause of original sin" (De nupt. et concup., II, xxvi, 43). It is the hereditary stain that is dealt with here. - The Catholic Encyclopedia

iv. Reformation scholars and Reformation documents parallel Augustinian and Gnostic teaching on fate and salvation 

1. This is no surprise 

a. since Augustine borrowed so heavily from Neo-Platonism and Gnosticism 

b. since Reformation Theology follows Augustine’s rejection of earthly salvation and kingdom of God

c. since Reformation Theology relies so heavily on Augustine 

2. Like Augustine and the Gnostics, Reformation teaching parallels these Greek mystical ideas but explains them in Christianized language. 
Predestination - predestination in theology, doctrine that asserts that God predestines from eternity the salvation of certain souls. So-called double predestination, as in Calvinism , is the added assertion that God also foreordains certain souls to damnation...St. Augustine's interpretation of the doctrine has been the fountainhead for most subsequent versions, both Protestant and Roman Catholic.
Columbia Encyclopedia

Free Will - free will in philosophy, the doctrine that an individual, regardless of forces external to him, can and does choose at least some of his actions. The existence of free will is challenged by determinism  A denial of free will was implicit in Plato 's argument...Martin Luther and John Calvin both followed Augustine's doctrine of predestination, - Columbia Encyclopedia

3. Unlike the apostolic church, Reformation Theology asserts
a. that all men are born wicked by nature, 
b. that salvation is not available to all men, 
c. that salvation comes through a direct, inward, subjective, imputation from God. 
d. That salvation cannot be attained through rational inquiry or objective and reasonable contemplation of evidence or biblical teaching. 
e. that salvation is not the result of man’s free choice and ability to believe, repent, and obey. 
f. that God sovereignly destines some men to be saved and others not to be saved without regard for man’s will or what a man’s choices or actions deserve. 
g. that for those who are divinely destined to be saved by God’s sovereign choice and not their own will or merit, salvation is certain and cannot be lost due to discontinued belief or later disobedience
4. In the first quotes below we can even see how Reformed pastor R.C. Sproul of St. Andrew’s Chapel and Ligonier Ministries, condemns those who hold to the same views as the apostolic church (Arminians) as embracing New Testament Judaism
R.C. Sproul is host of the daily radio program Renewing Your Mind, author of more than sixty books, founder and president of Ligonier Ministries, and senior minister at St. Andrews Chapel, Lake Mary, Florida. - www.equip.org
Dr. R. C. Sproul, theologian, pastor, and teacher is chairman of the board of Ligonier Ministries and can be heard teaching daily on the "Renewing Your Mind" radio broadcast on more than 300 radio outlets in the United States and throughout 120 countries. He holds degrees from Westminster College, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, the Free University of Amsterdam, and Whitefield Theological Seminary. He has written more than 50 books and has authored scores of magazine articles for evangelical publications.  Besides serving on the council of the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, Dr. Sproul currently teaches at several seminaries. 
www.ligonier.org
Saint Andrew's Chapel is a confessional church whose system of doctrine is formulated in the Westminster Confession of Faith.  The Westminster Confession adopts a theology that may be defined as catholic, evangelical and reformed…This is a brief summary of the articles contained in the Westminster Confession of Faith.
R.C. Sproul, www.saintandrewschapel.org
What is the source and status of faith? Is it the God-given means whereby the God-given justification is received? Or is it a condition of justification which is left to us to fulfill? Is your faith a work? Is it the one work that God leaves for you to do? I had a discussion with some folks in Grand Rapids, Michigan, recently. I was speaking on sola gratia, and one fellow was upset…And after we discussed this for fifteen minutes, he said, "OK! I'll say it. I'm a Christian because I did the right thing, I made the right response, and my friend didn't." What was this person trusting in for his salvation? Not in his works in general, but in the one work that he performed…It is no wonder then that later Reformed theology condemned Arminianism…because, in effect, it turned faith into a meritorious work, and a betrayal of the Reformation… Arminianism was indeed, in Reformed eyes, a renunciation of New Testament Christianity in favor of New Testament Judaism…For to rely on oneself for faith is no different in principle than to rely on oneself for works, and the one is as un-Christian and anti-Christian as the other.
R.C. Sproul, Modern Reformation, Vol 10, Number 3 (May/June 2001), pp. 22-29., The Pelagian Captivity of the Church
Westminster Confession – According to the confession, the doctrine of the eternal decree (predestination) is that ‘some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting death,’ 
Encyclopedia Britannica
Augustine, Saint – From his writings the great controversies on grace proceed, and as professed followers of Augustine, John Calvin…developed predestinarian theologies. - Columbia Encyclopedia
Calvinism – The religious doctrines of John Calvin. Calvin stressed that people are saved through God’s grace, not through their own merits. The most famous of Calvin’s ideas is his doctrine of predestination
The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy
Calvinism – The five chief points of Calvinism are:…the total depravity of the natural man, which renders it morally impossible to believe and turn to God of his own free will - Dictionary of Phrase and Fable
Calvinism – …the name of that system of doctrine accepted by the Reformed churches (see Presbyterianism), i.e., the Protestant churches…Early Calvinism…its rigid doctrine of predestination, in its notion of grace as irresistible, and in its theocratic view of the state…Calvinism, stressing the absolute sovereignty of God’s will, held that only those whom God specifically elects are saved, that this election is irresistible, and that individuals can do nothing to effect this salvation. This strict Calvinism was challenged by Jacobus Arminius, whose more moderate views were adopted by the Methodists and the Baptists.” - The Columbia Encyclopedia
It is Augustine who gave us the Reformation…Luther was an Augustinian monk…Calvin quoted Augustine more than any other theologian…the Reformation witnessed the ultimate triumph of Augustine's doctrine of grace over the legacy of the Pelagian view of man. Humanism, in all its subtle forms, recapitulates the unvarnished Pelagianism against which Augustine struggled. Though Pelagius was condemned as a heretic by Rome, and its modified form, Semi-Pelagianism was likewise condemned by the Council of Orange in 529, the basic assumptions of this view persisted throughout church history to reappear in…Arminianism…The seminal thought of Pelagius survives today not as a trace or tangential influence but is pervasive in the modern church. Indeed, the modern church is held captive by it.
R.C. Sproul, Augustine and Pelagius, monergism.org

Briefly, total depravity declares that all men are…morally unable to incline himself to God, or to convert himself, or to exercise faith without first being spiritually reborn by the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit. - R.C. Sproul, www.saintandrewschapel.org
Original sin…refers to our inherent corruption, by which we are born in sin…We are not born in a neutral state of innocence, but we are born in a sinful, fallen condition… - R.C. Sproul, The Pelagian Captivity of the Church, bible-researcher.com

2. Unconditional Election…God's choice of certain individuals unto salvation before the foundation of the world rested solely in His own sovereign will.
The Center for Reformed Theology and Apologetics (CRTA), reformed.org

This is why Total Depravity has also been called "Total Inability." The man without a knowledge of God will never come to this knowledge without God's making him alive through Christ - Reidville Presbyterian Church, reidville.org

1. Total Inability or Total Depravity - Because of the fall, man is unable of himself to savingly believe the gospel…His will is not free…he will not - indeed he cannot - choose good over evil in the spiritual realm. Consequently, it takes much more than the Spirit's assistance to bring a sinner to Christ - it takes regeneration by which the Spirit makes the sinner alive and gives him a new nature. Faith is not something man contributes to salvation but is itself a part of God's gift of salvation - it is God's gift to the sinner, not the sinner's gift to God.

The Center for Reformed Theology and Apologetics (CRTA), reformed.org

"T" for Total Depravity…before they became Christians, all members of that church were spiritually dead. They were not able to believe and be saved…In other words, they weren't ABLE to repent and believe in Christ!...So total depravity means that we were born in unbelief - Orthodox Presbyterian Church, opc.org

3. Man…lost all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation: so as, a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto. 

THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH, CHAP. IX.- Of Free-Will, pcanet.org
1. Our first parents…being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed; and the same death in sin, and corrupted nature, conveyed to all their posterity descending from them by ordinary generation. 

4. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions. 

6. Every sin, both original and actual…bring guilt upon the sinner
THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH, CHAP. VI. - Of the Fall of Man, of Sin, and of the Punishment thereof, pcanet.org
God’s election is based purely on His sovereign grace and not upon anything done by humans. - R.C. Sproul, www.saintandrewschapel.org
Unconditional Election…God has chosen people whom He would rescue without regard of any "worthiness" in them.  In addition they were not chosen because they would accept the grace offered in the Gospel. God has chosen people, based solely upon the counsel of his own will, some for glory and others for damnation
Reidville Presbyterian Church, reidville.org

Unconditional Election - Unconditional Election is the doctrine which states that God chose those whom he was pleased to bring to a knowledge of himself, not based upon any merit shown by the object of his grace and not based upon his looking forward to discover who would "accept" the offer of the gospel. God has elected, based solely upon the counsel of his own will,
The Center for Reformed Theology and Apologetics (CRTA), reformed.org

2. This effectual call is of God's…alone, not from any thing…in man, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit,
THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH, CHAP. X. - Of Effectual Calling, pcanet.org
…In the Augustinian and Reformation view, regeneration is seen first of all as a supernatural work of God. Regeneration is the divine work of God the Holy Spirit upon the minds and souls of fallen people…the monergistic work of regeneration by the Holy Spirit is an immediate work. It is immediate with respect to time, and it is immediate with respect to the principle of operating without intervening means…when that work is accomplished, it is accomplished instantaneously…When the Spirit changes the disposition of the human soul, He does it instantly.
R.C. Sproul, The New Birth, ligonier.org
Dort, Synod of – assembly of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands…The canons of Dort were…that Christ did not die for all…remain the theological basis of the Reformed Churches in The Netherlands and of the Christian Reformed Church in North America.” - Encyclopedia Britannica
Christ died for many people, but not for all
Reidville Presbyterian Church, reidville.org

Christ's redeeming work was intended to save the elect only
The Center for Reformed Theology and Apologetics (CRTA), reformed.org

Irresistible grace refers to the grace of regeneration by which God effectually calls His elect inwardly, converting them to Himself, and quickening them from spiritual death to spiritual life. Regeneration is the sovereign and immediate work of the Holy Spirit, working monergistically. This grace is operative, not cooperative…they are made willing to come to Christ - R.C. Sproul, www.saintandrewschapel.org
…the Holy Spirit extends to the elect a special inward call that inevitably brings them to salvation. The internal call (which is made only to the elect) cannot be rejected; it always results in conversion. By means of this special call the Spirit irresistibly draws sinners to Christ. He is not limited in His work of applying salvation by man's will, nor is He dependent upon man's cooperation for success.
The Center for Reformed Theology and Apologetics (CRTA), reformed.org

1. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only…enlightening their minds spiritually…by His almighty power, determining them to that which is good…being made willing - THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH, CHAP. X. - Of Effectual Calling, pcanet.org
God gives this saving grace according to the good pleasure of His will, and not according to some unforeseen actions, responses, or conditions met by men.
R.C. Sproul, www.saintandrewschapel.org
Perseverance of the saints means that those who are truly regenerate and truly come to saving faith will never lose their salvation.
R.C. Sproul, www.saintandrewschapel.org
…although they can never fall from the state of justification, yet they may, by their sins, fall under God's fatherly displeasure - THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH, CHAP. XI. - Of Justification, pcanet.org
1. They…can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved. 

2. This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the immutability of the decree of election, flowing from…God the Father

THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH, CHAP. XVII. - Of the Perseverance of the Saints, pcanet.org
…in the doctrine of monergistic regeneration. 2...At the time of the Reformation, all the reformers agreed on one point: the moral inability of fallen human beings to incline themselves to the things of God; that all people, in order to be saved, are totally dependent, not ninety-nine percent, but one hundred percent dependent upon the monergistic work of regeneration…It's not that we are offered salvation and that we will be born again if we choose to believe. But we can't even believe until God in his grace and in his mercy first changes the disposition of our souls through his sovereign work of regeneration...If you mean by free will the ability for fallen human beings to incline themselves and exercise that will to choose the things of God without the prior monergistic work of regeneration then, said Calvin, free will is far too grandiose a term to apply to a human being...

R.C. Sproul, www.saintandrewschapel.org
5. Sproul teaches that the dispute over man’s free will and capacity to believe through rationale consideration and biblical teaching first arose with Augustine in the fourth century. 
a. It is not surprising that Reformers, who follow Augustine in their view of these issues would

i. fail to address or acknowledge that the earliest church explicitly refuted the Augustinian-Reformed position 
ii. fail to acknowledge that Augustine got the views they themselves endorse from the pagan mysticism of Neo-Platonist and Gnostic heretics
Original sin…refers to our inherent corruption, by which we are born in sin…We are not born in a neutral state of innocence, but we are born in a sinful, fallen condition…This is precisely what was at issue in the battle between Augustine and Pelagius in the fifth century. Pelagius said there is no such thing as original sin…There is no transmission or transfer of guilt or fallenness or corruption to the progeny of Adam and Eve. Everyone is born in the same state of innocence in which Adam was created.
R.C. Sproul, The Pelagian Captivity of the Church, bible-researcher.com

It's the second part of the prayer that Pelagius abhorred when Augustine said, "and grant what thou dost command." He said, "What are you talking about? If God is just, if God is righteous and God is holy, and God commands of the creature to do something, certainly that creature must have the power within himself, the moral ability within himself, to perform it or God would never require it in the first place." Now that makes sense, doesn't it? What Pelagius was saying is that moral responsibility always and everywhere implies moral capability or, simply, moral ability…But..In simple English, what Augustine was saying is that in the Fall, man loses his moral ability to do the things of God and he is held captive by his own evil inclinations.”

R.C. Sproul, The Pelagian Captivity of the Church, bible-researcher.com

Now, let's return briefly to my title, ‘The Pelagian Captivity of the Church.’ What are we talking about? Pelagius was a monk who lived in Britain in the fifth century. He was a contemporary of the greatest theologian of the first millennium of Church history if not of all time, Aurelius Augustine, Bishop of Hippo in North Africa…And as long as semi-Pelagianism, which is simply a thinly veiled version of real Pelagianism at its core - as long as it prevails in the Church, I don't know what's going to happen. - R.C. Sproul, The Pelagian Captivity of the Church, bible-researcher.com

…the distinctive theology of historic Augustinian and Reformed thought is the watershed assertion that distinguishes that theology from all forms of semi-Pelagianism. That is, it distinguishes it from almost all forms of semi-Pelagianism…between Augustinianism and semi-Pelagianism…In the Augustinian and Reformation view… - R.C. Sproul, The New Birth, ligonier.org
d. Conclusions on fourth century adoption of pagan mystical, Neo-Platonic, and Gnostic views involving fate and salvation
i. By the end of the fourth century, men like Augustine

1. accomplished a significant departure from earlier Christian theology
2. discarded Jewish teachings held by the apostolic church since the earliest times

3. replaced the apostolic church’s views with the views of pagan mysticism, Neo-Platonism, and Gnosticism
ii. The apostolic church, had since the earliest era of Christianity, believed

1. that salvation was equally available to all men 
2. that salvation meant participation in a coming earthly Messianic kingdom 
3. that all men had free will, 
4. that all men were born innocent, 
5. that all men were capable of believing through rational contemplation, 
6. that all men were able to choose to obey God. 
iii. After 300 years later, the fourth century church…
1. was lead by men like Augustine who had a fondness for the Gnostic manner of blending Neo-Platonism with Christianity, 
2. rejected the beliefs of the apostolic church
3. taught the doctrine of pagan mystics and Gnostic heretics 
a. that salvation is escape from this world in an eternal heavenly destiny 
b. that salvation is not available to all men, but only to some men, 
c. that salvation is by God alone and does not involve and isn’t dependant on a man’s own choice to repent and believe
d. that salvation is the result of a direct, inward, immediate, impartation of illumination by God without regard for man’s will 
e. that faith cannot result from involve rational contemplation or consideration of biblical texts or evidence
iv. These are serious changes in what the church believed
1. they were accompanied by significant changes in church life and Christian practice
XIII. Fourth Century changes in Christian Theology – Divorce and Remarriage
a. From the earliest times, the apostolic church

i. prohibited marrying someone new after a divorce 
ii. condemned marrying someone new while your previous spouse was still alive as adultery 
iii. required the ending of the adulterous marriage or a removal from church fellowship
CHAP. VI. Envy has alienated wives from their husbands, and changed that saying of our father Adam, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh."
THE FIRST EPISTLE OF CLEMENT TO THE CORINTHIANS

CHAP. XV. "Whosoever shall marry her that is divorced from another husband, committeth adultery."(4) And, "There are some who have been made eunuchs of men, and some who were born eunuchs, and some who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake; but all cannot receive this saying."(5) So that all who, by human law, are twice married,(6) are in the eye of our Master sinners, 
THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN

CHAP. XV. "Learn, therefore, to keep the true fast of God, as Isaiah says, that you may please God. Isaiah has cried thus: …This is not the fast which I have chosen, saith the Lord; but loose every unrighteous bond, dissolve the terms of wrongous covenants, let the oppressed go free, and avoid every iniquitous contract.
PHILOSOPHER AND MARTYR, WITH TRYPHO, A JEW

CHAP. XXVI. 3. They lead lives of unrestrained indulgence. The character of these men is very plainly pointed out in the Apocalypse of John, [when they are represented] as teaching that it is a matter of indifference to practise adultery, and to eat things sacrificed to idols. - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK I
…if the woman does not repent, but persists in her fornication…the husband should put her away, and remain by himself. But if he puts his wife away and marries another, he also commits adultery...the husband should not marry another after his wife has been put away. In this smatter, man and woman are to be treated exactly in the same way. - Shepherd of Hermas (c. 150, W), 2.21

A person should either remain as he was born, or be content with one marriage. For a second marriage is only a specious adultery. Jesus says, “For whoever puts away his wife and marries another, commits adultery.” He does not permit a man to send her away whose virginity he has brought to an end, nor to marry again.
Athenagoras (c. 175, E), 2.146, 147

Christ forbids divorce, saying, “Whoever puts away his wife and marries another, commits adultery. And whoever marries her who is put away from her husband also commits adultery.” In order to forbid divorce, He makes it unlawful to marry a woman who has been put away. - Tertullian (c. 207, W), 3.404

Being a heretic by his very nature…he maintains repeated marriages. 

Tertullian (c. 200, W), 3.477

The Lord…pronounced as an adulterer even the man who married a woman who had been put away by her husband. - Tertullian (c. 207, W), 3.405, 406

We gladly abide by the bond of a single marriage. In the desire of procreating, we know either one wife, or none at all. - Mark Minucius Felix (c. 200, W), 4.192

A wife must not depart from her husband. Or if she should depart, she must remain unmarried. - Cyprian (c. 250, W), 5.553

He who marries a woman divorced from her husband is an adulterer. So is he who divorced a wife for any cause other than adultery, in order to marry another. 

Lactantius (c. 304-313, W), 7.190

b. Historically speaking, the strict prohibition against divorce and remarriage 

i. was maintained by the church until the Reformation 

ii. did not become widely discarded until cultural trends of the mid to late twentieth century
XIV. Does God Care About These Changes?

a. Some today contend that God approves of these changes or that God Himself orchestrated them through His Holy Spirit
i. These questions can only be ultimately answered through biblical investigation. 

ii. However, some historical awareness may also be informative
b. Historical considerations
i. The apostolic church reported that the Holy Spirit continued to give miraculous gifts to the church 
1. through the second century 

2. as it maintained the Christian theology of the earliest times
Didache (a.k.a. The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles - circa 70 A.D.) describes prophets who speak "in the Spirit." (Didache, chapter 11:7-8, 11.)
ii. Ignatius

1. refers to Paul’s comments in 1 Corinthians
Ignatius (30-107 A.D.) encouraged Polycarp, "...And as respects those that are not seen, (4) pray that[God] would reveal them unto thee, in order that thou mayest be wanting in nothing, but mayest abound in every gift." (Ignatius, Epistle to Polycarp)
1 Corinthians 1:6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 12:31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 

1 Corinthians 14:1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.
iii. Justin Martyr
1. explains that the Christians still had the prophetic gifts among them in the second century

2. uses the fact that non-Christian Jews no longer possessed the gifts as proof that they had rejected correct teaching
3. implies that if the church should likewise depart from correct teaching, they too would lose the gifts

For the prophetical gifts remain with us, even to the present time. And hence you ought to understand that [the gifts] formerly among your nation have been transferred to us. And just as there were false prophets contemporaneous with your holy prophets, so are there now many false teachers amongst us, of whom our Lord forewarned us to beware; so that in no respect are we deficient, since we know that He foreknew all that would happen to us after His resurrection from the dead and ascension to heaven. 
Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, (110-165 A.D), CHAP. LXXXII.--THE PROPHETICAL GIFTS OF THE JEWS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE CHRISTIANS.

CHAP. XXXIX. …even so…daily some [of you] are becoming disciples in the name of Christ, and quitting the path of error; who are also receiving gifts, each as he is worthy, illumined through the name of this Christ. For one receives the spirit of understanding, another of counsel, another of strength, another of healing, another of foreknowledge, another of teaching, and another of the fear of God." To this Trypho said to me, "I wish you knew that you are beside yourself, talking these sentiments." And I said to him, "Listen, O friend,(6) for I am not mad or beside myself; but it was prophesied that, after the ascent of Christ to heaven, He would deliver(7) us from error and give us gifts. The words are these: 'He ascended up on high; He led captivity captive; He gave gifts to men.'(8) Accordingly, we who have received gifts from Christ, who has ascended up on high, prove from the words of prophecy that you, 'the wise in yourselves, and the men of understanding in your own eyes,'(9) are foolish, and honour God and His Christ by lip only. - Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, (110-165 A.D)
4. Irenaeus (A.D. 115 to 202) 
a. a pupil of Polycarp (A.D. 70-155), who was himself a disciple of the Apostle John 

b. discusses how the apostolic church still had the gifts of the Spirit among them in his day
For this reason does the apostle declare, "We speak wisdom among them that are perfect," (6) terming those persons "perfect" who have received the Spirit of God, and who through the Spirit of God do speak in all languages, as he used Himself also to speak. In like manner we do also hear many brethren in the Church, who possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the mysteries of God, whom also the apostle terms "spiritual," they being spiritual because they partake of the Spirit." - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK V.CHAP. VI

CHAP. XXXII. 4. …Wherefore, also, those who are in truth His disciples, receiving grace from Him, do in His name perform [miracles], so as to promote the welfare of other men, according to the gift which each one has received from Him. For some do certainly and truly drive out devils, so that those who have thus been cleansed from evil spirits frequently both believe [in Christ], and join themselves to the Church. Others have foreknowledge of things to come: they see visions, and utter prophetic expressions. Others still, heal the sick by laying their hands upon them, and they are made whole. Yea, moreover, as I have said, the dead even have been raised up, and remained(5) among us for many years. And what shall I more say? It is not possible to name the number of the gifts which the Church, [scattered] throughout the whole world, has received from God, in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and which she exerts day by day for the benefit of the Gentiles, neither practising deception upon any, nor taking any reward(6) from them Ion account of such miraculous interpositions]. For as she has received freely(7) from God, freely also does she minister [to others]. 5. Nor does she perform anything by means of angelic invocations,(8) or by incantations, or by any other wicked curious art; but, directing her prayers to the Lord, who made all things, in a pure, sincere, and straightforward spirit, and calling upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, she has been accustomed to work(9) miracles for the advantage of mankind, and not to lead them into error. If, therefore, the name of our Lord Jesus Christ even now confers benefits [upon men], and cures thoroughly and effectively all who anywhere believe on Him, but not that of Simon, or Menander, or Carpocrates, or of any other man whatever, it is manifest that, when He was made man, He held fellowship with His own creation, and(10) did all things truly through the power of God, according to the will of the Father of all, as the prophets had foretold.

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK II

CHAP. VI. 1. For this reason does the apostle declare, "We speak wisdom among them that are perfect,"(6) terming those persons "perfect" who have received the Spirit of God, and who through the Spirit of God do speak in all languages, as he used Himself also to speak. In like manner we do also hear many brethren in the Church, who possess prophetic gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the mysteries of God, whom also the apostle terms "spiritual," they being spiritual because they partake of the Spirit, and not because their flesh has been stripped off and taken away, and because they have become purely spiritual…But when the spirit here blended with the soul is united to [God's] handiwork, the man is rendered spiritual and perfect because of the outpouring of the Spirit, and this is he who was made in the image and likeness of God.

Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK V.
iv. The departure from the theology of the apostolic church historically coincided with the loss of the spiritual gifts
1. At the same time that Christianity was mixing with Greek mystical beliefs and Roman imperial and pagan religious practices, church historians report that the gifts were no longer present in the church. 
2. Augustine
a. one of the chief architects of this syncretism
b. reports that the church in the Augustinian period no longer had the miraculous gifts of the Spirit

How then, brethren, because he that is baptized in Christ, and believes on Him, does not now speak in the tongues of all nations, are we not to believe that he has received the Holy Ghost? God forbid that our heart should be tempted by this faithlessness... Why is it that no man speaks in the tongues of all nations? Because the Church itself now speaks in the tongues of all nations. Before, the Church was in one nation, where it spoke in the tongues of all. By speaking then in the tongues of all, it signified what was to come to pass; that by growing among the nations, it would speak in the tongues of all." Augustine 354-430 AD, "Ten Homilies on the First Epistle of John
3. John Chrysostom, 
a. bishop of Constantinople 
b. lived during this period of deviation (347-407 AD) 
c. taught that the gifts had passed away 

i. indicates that the gifts were not present in th fourth century church under the Augustinian Theology
ii. Below is Chrysostom’s commentary on the miraculous gifts and 1 Corinthians 12
This whole place is very obscure: but the obscurity is produced by our ignorance of the facts referred to and by their cessation, being such as then used to occur but now no longer take place. And why do they not happen now? Why look now, the cause too of the obscurity hath produced us again another question: namely, why did they then happen, and now do so no more? - John Chrysostom, 347-407 AD
4. Gregory the Great
a. was instrumental in promoting Augustinian theology in the 600’s AD
b. reported that the post-Augustinian church no longer had the charismatic gifts
When commenting on Mark 16:17, Gregory the Great wrote, "Is it so, my brethren, that because ye do not these signs, ye do not believe? On the contrary, they were necessary, in the beginning of the church; for, that faith might grow, it required miracles to cherish it withal; just as when we plant shrubs, we water them until we ace them thrive in the ground, and as aeon as they are well rooted we cease our irrigation.''
Gregory the Great, 600 AD
5. The lost of the gifts at this same period of great doctrinal and practical change in the church may provide some indications that God is concerned with and didn’t approve of these departures from the faith of the apostolic church
v. Perhaps, equally informative is the fact that the NT itself

1. prophesies that a departure would eventually come through Gnostic influence 

2. gives instruction for the church not to participate in Gnostic deviations
John 14:23-24 – Jesus says that those who love him will keep his teachings. 
John 15:4-10 – Jesus instructs that only if we remain in his teaching can we ask and receive from the Father indicating a connection to the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
2 Thessalonians 2:15 – Paul instructs that we must faithful keep the traditions that the apostles had established in the church. 
2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14 – Paul instructs the church to have no company with those who do not obey the teachings of the apostles. 
1 Timothy 4:16 – Paul tells Timothy to continue in the doctrine that the apostles taught. 
1 Timothy 6:3-5 – Paul states that we must withdraw from those who teach things besides what the apostles taught. 
2 Timothy 1:13, 2:2 – Paul commands us to hold to the faith and teachings given by the apostles and to pass them on to other faithful men who will teach these things. 
Romans 16:17 – Paul states that we are to mark those who teach things contrary to what the apostles taught the church and to avoid them. 
Titus 1:9-16 – Paul again commands us to hold fast to the sound doctrine the apostles taught in all the churches and to rebuke those who teach otherwise. 
Titus 2:7 – Paul says that we should not let our doctrine become corrupted. 
Titus 3:9 – Paul instructs that we must reject from those who deviate from apostolic teaching. 
1 John 2:22-28 – John repeats Jesus’ commands that we must remain in Jesus’ teaching and not be seduced by those seeking to lead us astray. 
Jude 1:3 – Jude instructs us to contend for the faith that was once and for all delivered by the apostles to the saints. 
Acts 20:29 – Paul warns the Ephesian elders that after he left, false teachers would enter the church perverting the gospel and leading away the disciples. 
2 Corinthians 6:17 – we are called to be separate from the world and not join in with them. 
Galatians 1:6-9 – Paul says that those teaching another version of the gospel than that which the apostles taught are accursed. 
2 Peter 2:1 – Peter warns of false teachers who will introduce damnable heresies into the church. 
2 John 1:10 – John instructs us that we are not to allow those who do not teach apostolic doctrine into our houses and churches.
Revelation 17:5, 18:4 – God condemns a false religious system associated with mysticism and calls His people to separate from it.

vi. The apostolic church writers 
1. documented this fateful transition 

2. fought against it this departure from earlier Christian theology 

CHAP. XXXV. And Trypho said, "I believe, however, that many of those who say that they confess Jesus, and are called Christians, eat meats offered to idols, and declare that they are by no means injured in consequence." And I replied, "The fact that there are such men confessing themselves to be Christians, and admitting the crucified Jesus to be both Lord and Christ, yet not teaching His doctrines, but those of the spirits of error, causes us who are disciples of the true and pure doctrine of Jesus Christ, to be more faithful and stedfast in the hope announced by Him. For what things He predicted would take place in His name, these we do see being actually accomplished in our sight. For he said, 'Many shall come in My name, clothed outwardly in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves."(1) And, 'There shall be schisms and heresies.'(2) And, 'Beware of false prophets, who shall come to you clothed outwardly in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.'(1) And, 'Many false Christs and false apostles shall arise, and shall deceive many of the faithful.'(3) - Dialogue of Justin with Trypho 
CHAP. XV. 2. By these words they entrap the more simple, and entice them, imitating our phraseology, that these [dupes] may listen to them the oftener;…we… keep ourselves aloof from their company; and…we call them heretics?
Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK III 

CHAP. III. 1. It is within the power of all, therefore, in every Church, who may wish to see the truth, to contemplate clearly the tradition of the apostles manifested throughout the whole world; and we are in a position to reckon up those who were by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, and [to demonstrate] the succession of these men to our own times; those who neither taught nor knew of anything like what these [heretics] rave about - Irenaeus, AGAINST HERESIES, BOOK III 

"...they have apostatized in their opinions from Him who is God, and imagined that they have themselves discovered more than the apostles, by finding out another god; and [maintained] that the apostles preached the Gospel still somewhat under the influence of Jewish opinions, but that they themselves are purer [in doctrine], and more intelligent, than the apostles." - Irenaeus, BOOK III. CHAP. XII., DOCTRINE OF THE REST OF THE APOSTLES.
CHAP. VII. "For whosoever does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, is antichrist;"(18) and whosoever does not confess the testimony of the cross,(19) is of the devil; and whosoever perverts the oracles of the Lord to his own lusts, and says that there is neither a resurrection nor a judgment, he is the first-born of Satan.(20) Wherefore, forsaking the vanity of many, and their false doctrines, let us return to the word which has been handed down to us from(21) the beginning; "watching unto prayer,"(22) and persevering in fasting; beseeching in our supplications the all-seeing God "not to lead us into temptation,"(1) as the Lord has said: "The spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak."(2)
THE EPISTLE OF POLYCARP TO THE PHILIPPIANS

CHAP. II. Wherefore, as children of light and truth, flee from division and wicked doctrines; but where the shepherd is, there do ye as sheep follow. For there are many wolves that appear worthy of credit, who, by means of a pernicious pleasure, carry captives those that are running towards God; but in your unity they shall have no place. CHAP. III. Keep yourselves from those evil plants which Jesus Christ does not tend, because they are not the planting of the Father. Not that I have found any division among you, but exceeding purity. For as many as are of God and of Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. And as many as shall, in the exercise of repentance, return into the unity of the Church, these, too, shall belong to God, that they may live according to Jesus Christ. Do not err, my brethren. If any man follows him that makes a schism in the Church, he shall not inherit the kingdom of God. If any one walks according to a strange(5) opinion, he agrees not with the passion [of Christ.].
THE EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS TO THE PHILADELPHIANS
c. Conclusion on whether God cares
i. The NT warned of a false teaching associated with Gnosticicm (a blending of Greek, pagan mysticism like Neo-Platonism with Christianity) infiltrating the church

ii. The apostolic church fought against this type of infiltration of Gnostic and Neo-Platonic mystical ideas. 
iii. However, attempts to hybridize Christianity with pagan mysticism eventually

1. succeeded in the fourth century 
2. are exemplified chiefly in the theology of Augustine
iv. The fourth century church departed from the Judeo-Christian understanding of the earliest and apostolic church and instead sought pagan mystical meaning
v. Though the correctness of these changes can only be determined through an investigation of the scripture. 
vi. However, these historical facts may provide some indication that God did not approve of these changes.

XV. Study Conclusions
a. The writings of the Apostolic Fathers show that the apostolic church exhibited a far greater unity of faith than the denominational and doctrinal diversity that we see in the church today
Ante-Nicene Period - First century Christianity possessed a basic cohesion based on the Pauline church movement, Jewish character, and self-identification as a messianic movement... - wikipedia.org

b. This early consensus combined with what we know of later theologians may be informative. 
i. The doctrinal diversity that we see around us today could well be due to

1. the speculation and allegorical interpretation championed by men like Origen and Augustine 
2. discarding the earlier Christian teaching and doctrinal unity of the apostolic church period 
3. allowing for theology to be altered to better fit with in the pagan world 
a. Christ’s remarks on adapting his teaching
i. condemned the Pharisees for such adaptations of biblical teaching to accommodate man’s traditions 

ii. forbid his followers from adopting such practices
ii. Like Augustine and Origen, some today continue to assert that 
1. ongoing doctrinal development is necessary, 
2. that the earliest and apostolic church didn’t have a clear or complete understanding of Christian theology, 
3. that speculation and disagreement is acceptable outside certain issues, 
4. that it is acceptable to allegorically reinterpret what the New Testament plainly teaches. 
c. NOTES: Only the bible can tell us what is true and what God has commanded

i. However, we must avoid having our own cultural affinities interfere with what God has revealed once and for all in His word

1. In this respect, it is helpful to be aware of the historical context of the biblical periods, of the early church, and of the later church. 
2. Otherwise, we may unwittingly fall into the trap of letting our own modern, Christian experience dictate the meaning of the scripture. 
3. It is possible that our doctrinal differences today may result from non-Christian influences adjusting biblical teaching to suit our traditions or preferences
ii. But we should want to make sure that we are followers of Christ and not followers of men.

d. Characteristic features of the faith and practices of the apostolic church from the first and second centuries:

1. They met together in their homes.

2. They ate a full meal for communion.

3. There was interaction and questioning from the men as the leaders presented teaching and instruction from the scripture. 

4. Their pastors were not paid professionals, but worked with their own hands to provide for their needs.

5. Music was not a feature of their gatherings. 

6. They were martyrs, separatists, and pacifists who did not participate in war or human government and did not pledge allegiance to the state. Although they were law-abiding citizens, they were not patriots. 

7. They believed that salvation was sharing in a coming, eternal, earthly Messianic kingdom when Jesus returned. 

8. They held that salvation was available to all men and that all men could be saved through faith. They believed that faith was the result of right reasoning and rational contemplation of human experience, the created world around us, and ultimately the record of God's teaching recorded in scripture. They believed men were born good and always had free will and the capability to believe and obey God. 

9. They did not celebrate Jesus’ birthday, Christmas, or any holiday on December 25. 

10. They did not tithe, but shared communally with one another to meet each other’s needs. 

11. And they did not allow divorce except in cases of adultery. They didn’t allow remarriage in any circumstance besides the death of a spouse. 

e. Characteristic features of the faith and practices of the church since the fourth century church:

1. They met in basilicas that were first designed to be pagan temples and Roman imperial buildings.

2. The communion meal was reduced to a ritual involving a single serving of bread and wine. 

3-4. They sat silently as professional orators delivered finely crafted sermons learned from the art of Greek rhetoric. 
5. Trained musicians and singers began their weekly service with a segment of songs modeled after pagan ceremony and imperial pageantry. 

6. They became loyal patriots of the Christian state. They served as its statesmen and soldiers. They fought in its wars. 

7. They believed that salvation was eternal life in heaven and that there would be no earthly, Messianic, Jewish kingdom. 

8. They believed that only some men were destined by God to be saved and others were not. They believed that this divine determination was not a result of human choice or rational conversion, but through an internal, subjective, divine act without the involvement of human will. They believed that man was born wicked, sinful, and unable to have faith or obey God. 

9. And they celebrated Jesus’ birthday on December 25.

10. Today, we tithe to the church and a large portion of our contribution goes to pastoral and staff salaries, building costs, maintenance, and mortgage payments.

11. Starting in more recent centuries, the church has allowed divorce and remarriage for almost any reason.

f. These differences are drastic. 
i. If a second century Christian were transported through time to America today and went into any average church on a Sunday morning, what would he think? 
ii. It is doubtful that he would recognize what he saw and heard as the church he had known 1800 years ago.
g. Modern Christian theology and practice

i. is the product of history and influence

ii. did not just jump from Jesus and the apostles to what we have now 

iii. it passed through distinct periods of change

1. The first, and perhaps the most serious period of change took place about 1600 years ago

2. The changes of the fourth century church have remained the defining characteristics of Christian theology and church life since ever since. 
a. The Reformation
i. Did not discard them. 
ii. It embraced them. 
iii. It developed them. 
iv. In some cases, it articulated them differently. 
h. The apostolic church of the first two centuries

i. was very different from the church of Augustine and Constantine. 
ii. was very different from the church of the Reformers like Luther, Calvin, Knox, and even Wesley. 
iii. was very different from the church most of us have grown up in today. 
iv. had a different faith was different from Christian faith since the fourth century
v. had a different approach to church and church life than church practices since the fourth century
i. Compare what happened in the fourth century church to more recent concerns to Christians here in America. 
i. Conservative Christians in America today
1. often expresses a deep concern and outrage that the United States which they feel was founded on biblical, Christian principles is being changed to conform to secular and ungodly cultural norms of today. 
2. often express that American Christians are obligated to take action against this trend. 
ii. Those who express these kinds of concerns about America should perhaps be all the more concerned about the drastic changes that took place between the second and fourth centuries that transformed the church.

iii. Perhaps we should be all the more be concerned about whether it was appropriate for pagan mysticism, Neo-Platonism to influence Christian theology and church life since the fourth century.
j. Final thoughts and questions
i. If Augustinian Christianity is a departure not only from the early church, but from the bible itself…

1. can we persist in it?

2. if we persist in it, do we fall into the same criticism that we level against Muslims, Mormons, and other religious groups that have diverged from biblical beliefs and practices? 
