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Satanic Adversary Outline

I. Study of the Satanic Adversary/Adversaries

A. Hierarchy and Structure of the Satanic Adversary

1. Revelation 12:3 “…a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads”

2. From our Prophetic Symbols Study (we know that

a. First level - an animal/beast represents a kingdom or dominion and its king - Daniel 7:17, 23, Daniel 8:20-21, Revelation 13:1-3, 17:9-11
b. Second level - heads on an animal/beast represent kingships (kingdoms, kings) whose dominion stems from that larger, overarching dominion - Daniel 7:7-8, 20, 24, 8:7-9, 20-22
c. Third level - horns represent a smaller or subordinate level of dominion or kingship that stems from the dominion of the heads or of the beast itself - Daniel 7:6, 8:8, 21-22
d. for an in depth look at the Bible’s use of prophetic symbols, see http://www.geocities.com/biblestudying/studies.html#endtimes
3. Interpretation

a. great red dragon – represents both the chief angelic adversary as well as the satanic kingdom under him, the entirety of  the fallen angelic adversaries, under the chief adversary’s dominion

· Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels

b. the seven heads represent – the seven top ranking angelic leaders over the satanic kingdom (including the chief adversary as we will show later) (see Revelation 17:10)

c. the ten horns – 

1. ten leaders who are subordinate in rank to the chief adversary and the other six angelic heads

2. these ten may be under the direct authority of only the chief adversary or may serve directly under one of the other angelic heads
B. Terminology

i. Biblical words

1. the Hebrew term “satan” (Strong’s number 07854) and the Greek term “satanas” (4567) are generic words which simply mean “adversary,” “enemy,” or “one who opposes someone else.” 
2. the Greek term “diabolos” (devil, Strong’s number 1228) refers to “one who falsely accuses.” 
3. These terms can be applied to any angel or human who engages in these activities 
a. (Matthew 16:23, Mark 8:33, Luke 4:8 and 2 Timothy 3:3, Titus 2:3 – “false accusers” is “diabolos.”) 
4. Both terms are also applied to more than one angelic being who opposes God 
a. (see Matthew 25:41 and Revelation 12:7 as well as Matthew 12:26 and Mark 3:23 for possible examples.)

ii. Biblical usage
1. the bible teaches that there are many angels who oppose God. 
a. From a definitional and linguistic point of view they are all “satans” and “devils.” 
2. But, it is also biblically correct to recognize a chief satanic angel whom we may refer to as “THE Devil” or "Satan." 
3. However, because other angels work with the chief adversary in opposition to God, we cannot take a simple biblical reference to the enemy (“satan”) or the false accuser (“devil”) as necessarily referring to THE chief adversary himself. 
4. Instead, we must look to context to inform us which of the specific satanic angels an author is referring to. 
a. In some cases, the author may not mean to specify a single, particular satanic angel, but rather may only be speaking of “the enemy” in general. 
b. In other case, the author may mean a particular satanic angel, but he may not specify for us which one he is referring to or distinguish this satanic angel from other satanic angels. 
c. In still other cases, context may inform us that the author specifically has in mind the chief adversary himself or another one of the seven leading satanic angels.

iii. Proper names for satan - ???

1. We will not use proper names such as Lucifer in reference to the Devil 
a. the specific name Lucifer is the result of an incomplete translation of the Hebrew words “Heylel ben Shahar” in Isaiah 14. 
i. These Hebrew words literally translate to light-bearer (lightbringer, shining one, or enlightened one), son of the morning (or dawning) and were translated into a Latin name for the morning star, Lucifer
1. Lucifer is a compound word from the Latin words “lux” meaning light, and “ferre” meaning bringer. 
ii. Instead of translating these Latin words (lux and ferre) into the commonly used generic words “light” and “bringer” these words were unnecessarily translated into a proper name because of a subjective association with the Roman god, Lucifer. 
iii. Therefore, from a Biblical standpoint the proper name Lucifer is not applied to the cheif adversary ("the Devil" or "Satan.") 
iv. In fact, the Hebrew phrase translated as "Lucifer" may be a reference to a Babylonian name for a particular deity that they associated with the morning star. 
b. As we will show in this study many pagan deities are associated with the devil or other satanic angels. 
i. While the Bible recognizes that these heathen understandings were really referring to satanic angels it does not teach these names as the actual names of the satanic angels, which the heathen thought to be gods. 
c. The Bible often uses different pagan names from several cultures for varying gods in order to refer to a single satanic angel (as we will show later in this study). 
i. This being the case we have no means to discern which of these titles, if any, was the actual name of the angel. 
2. These names are provided only as identification or as a description of the angel in mind in that passages at that time. 
a. The scriptures do not provide a proper name for the chief angelic adversary, or any other angelic adversary for that matter, and so we can only refer to them by the descriptive titles that the Bible does provide.
iv. Throughout this study we will refer to the chief angelic adversary as “the Devil.” 
1. However, we do not mean to use this as his proper name, to rule out other equally valid biblical terms such as Satan (which simply means adversary), or to deny the biblical fact that other enemy angels may equally be called “devil” or “satan.”
C. Angels and their ranks

a. Chief Adversary – the Devil

1. The current ruler over the world (until Jesus sets up his kingdom)

1. Luke 4:5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.
a. Job – 
i. Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath [is] in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.
ii. Job 2:6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he [is] in thine hand; but save his life.
iii. NOTE: it is unclear whether the satan with whom God is speaking in Job is the chief adversary, the Devil or simply one of the adversarial angels that the Devil has granted the power to rule over the earth. We’ll cover this more as the study continues

2. 2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

3. Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

4. Revelation 13:2 …and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority… 4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast… 5… and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.

2. King of the satanic forces/the satanic angelic kingdom

1. Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world

2. Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

3. Matthew 12:26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 

b. Powers, principalities, rulers

1. Seven kings/seven princes
a. Old Testament

i. Daniel 8

1. Daniel receives a vision, which describes the transition of empires from that of the Media-Persia to Greece

a. Daniel 10:12-13, 20-21

2. v.12-13 - Gabriel informs Daniel that he had to fight with the prince of Persia, an angelic power over the Persian Empire on his way to Daniel

3. v.20-21 – Gabriel informs Daniel that after the Prince of Persia would come the Prince of Greece.

ii. Daniel 9:26 – the people of the prince who is to come

1. The people are the Romans

2. The prince is the angelic prince over the Roman empire

3. (v.25 – Jesus will be a prince over his kingdom)

iii. Daniel 12:1 

1. And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation [even] to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.
iv. CONCLUSIONS:

1. angelic princes were the spiritual rulers over/behind human empires/kingdoms and were associated with those empires and the people that ruled them.

2. Daniel speaks of the succession of three of these princes

a. Daniel 8:12-13, 20-21 - The Angelic prince of Persia

b. Daniel 8:20-21 - The Angelic prince of Greece

c. Daniel 9:26 - The Angelic prince of Rome - who was to come and would be of the people who would come and  destroy the city and the sanctuary – the Romans, 70 AD.

b. New Testament
i. Revelation 12:3 “a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads”

1. A depiction of seven satanic, angelic kings
ii. Revelation 17:9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 10 And are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. 11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.
1. A depiction of seven successive angelic kings (three of which were identified by Daniel)

a. Five have fallen

i. Egypt

ii. Assyria

iii. Babylon

iv. Media-Persia

v. Greece

b. One is – Rome (#6) – the Roman prince was ruling at the time John wrote Revelation

c. One not yet come – (#7) – *when he comes he continues for a short space (v. 10)

2. NOTE: Rev. 17:11 informs us that one of these kings ascends out of the bottomless pit – this further confirms that these kings are angels.

iii. Other New Testament verses about angelic principalities, powers, rulers, dominions, thrones, etc.

1. Romans 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come

2. 1 Corinthians 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

3. 1 Corinthians 15:24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father, when he shall have put down (2673) all rule (746) and all authority (1849) and power (1849)
4. Ephesians 1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set [him] at his own right hand in the heavenly [places], 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22 And hath put all [things] under his feet, and gave him [to be] the head over all [things] to the church,

5. Ephesians 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

6. Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

7. Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or  principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

8. Colossians 2:15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

9. 1 Peter 3:22 - Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.
c. The final angelic kings/princes (kings 6, 7, and 8*) – who are they?

i. The sixth angelic king/prince 

1. Biblical details – Revelation 17:10

a. one is (at the time of John’s writing) – the prince of the Romans as described by Daniel 9:26

b. is cast out of heaven at around the time of Jesus – John 12:31, John 14:30, John 16:11, Luke 10:18*

ii. The seventh angelic king/prince 

1. Biblical details – Revelation 17:10

a. the other is not yet come – had not come at the time of John’s writing

b. he must continue a short space – his power ON the earth would only be a short space

2. Identification - The chief adversary, the Devil – Revelation 12:7-14

a. the other is not yet come – 

i. Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him

b. he must continue a short space – 

i. Revelation 12:12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child. 14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.
c. the chief adversary will rule a seventh and final empire on earth the clay in the feet of the statue of Daniel 2, the two-horned beast of Revelation 13, this empire will last only 42 months and will coincide with the empire of the antichrist

i. (for an in depth look at this last empire please see our Prophetic Symbols study at http://www.geocities.com/biblestudying/studies.html#endtimes)

d. cast out of heaven 42 months, a short space, before the coming of the kingdom of God – Revelation 12:7-14, Revelation 17:10

iii. The eighth angelic king/prince

1. Biblical details – Revelation 17:8, 11

a. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition
i. the eighth angelic king/prince is one of the seven who had ruled previously – he is not a new angelic/prince, but is one of the seven – which one?
b. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition
i. the eighth angelic king/prince is the angel who comes out of the bottomless pit.
c. History of the eighth angelic king/prince
i. Rev. 17:8a - was, is not, shall ascend out of the bottomless pit
1. he was a king in the succession of seven kings, 
2. then he is not a king while he is in the bottomless pit, 
3. and then he ascends out of the pit.
ii. Rev. 17:8b, 10 – was, is not, yet is

1. he was a king in the succession of seven kings,
2. then he is not a king while he is in the bottomless pit,
3. and yet he is a king in that he is the angelic king or prince that ruled at the time John wrote Revelation.
iii. Rev. 17:11 – was, is not, is the eighth king

1. he was a king in the succession of seven kings,
2. then he is not a king while he is in the bottomless pit,
3. he is also the eighth king
iv. John corroborates this history of the eighth angelic prince when speaking of the angelic spirit who ruled the world then, the prince of Rome, the sixth angelic head of Rev. 17:10

1. 1 John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
2. John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.
v. CONCLUSION:

1. The eighth king is the sixth king.

2. The eighth king is same angel identified as “one is” in Rev. 17:10

3. the eighth king is the angelic king/prince who was over the Romans as described in Dan. 9:26

iv. Who the sixth/eighth angelic king/prince who ruled over Rome?

1. He is the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit – Revelation 17:8a

2. Who is the angel that ascends out of the bottomless pit?

a. First mentioned by this name in Revelation 11:7

i. Revelation 11:7 the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.
ii. John’s brief mention of this beast here without any explanation implies that he has already been introduced to the reader, otherwise his inclusion without introduction in Rev. 11:7 would seem abrupt and confusing, but where is he introduced prior to this?
b. Revelation 9:1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power…11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.
c. The angel who ascends out of the bottomless pit is described as the angel of the bottomless pit

d. He is a king (using the same Greek word as appears in Revelation 17:10, "basileus," Strong's No. 935)

e. He is known as Apollyon or Abaddon – both terms mean “the Destroyer”

v. Who releases Abaddon from the bottomless pit?

1. Revelation 9:1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit…3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.
2. What is this star?
a. Biblical details
i. Stars are at times used in Revelation and the Bible to represent angels (or humans) – Job 38:7, Isaiah 14:3, Daniel 8:10, Amos 5:8*, Jude 1:13, Revelation 1:20

ii. This cannot be a star since it is given the key to the bottomless pit and opens the pit – Rev. 9:1-2

1. This same task is later performed by a different angel – Revelation 20:1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.

iii. This cannot be a man since it falls from heaven unto the earth – Rev. 9:1

b. CONCLUSION: This star must be an angel

3. Who is this angel?

a. Biblical details

i. He falls from heaven unto the earth – Rev. 9:1

b. Identification

i. In Revelation 12 the Devil, the chief angelic adversary is described as falling or being cast from heaven unto the earth 
1. Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him...12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.
vi. CONCLUSIONS:

1. The sixth angelic prince/king 

a. is referred to as Abaddon or Apollyon

b. he is associated with destruction and hell

i. his names/titles Abaddon and Apollyon 

1. 3 Abaddon {ab-ad-dohn'} 
of Hebrew origin 011; TDNT - 1:4,1; pr n m 
AV - Abaddon 1; 1 Abaddon = "destruction" 1) ruin, 2) destruction, 3) the place of destruction, 4) the name of the angel-prince of the infernal regions, the minister of death and the author of havoc on the earth
2. 011 'abaddown {ab-ad-done'}  intensive from 06; TWOT - 2d; n pr loc
AV - destruction 6; 6
1) place of destruction, destruction, ruin, Abaddon

3. 623 Apolluon {ap-ol-loo'-ohn}  
active participle of 622; TDNT - 1:397,67; n pr m 
AV - Apollyon 1; 1
Apollyon = "Destroyer"
1) the angel of the bottomless pit, the Destroyer

4. 622 apollumi {ap-ol'-loo-mee}  from 575 and the base of 3639; TDNT - 1:394,67; v
AV - perish 33, destroy 26, lose 22, be lost 5, lost 4, misc 2; 92
1) to destroy
1a) to put out of the way entirely, abolish, put an end to ruin
1b) render useless
1c) to kill
1d) to declare that one must be put to death
1e) metaph. to devote or give over to eternal misery in hell
1f) to perish, to be lost, ruined, destroyed
2) to destroy
2a) to lose

ii. he is the angel of the bottomless pit – the bottomless pit is an reference to Hades or Sheol, the place of the dead

1. for more on this please see our articles on Bible Cosmology at  http://www.geocities.com/biblestudying/studies.html#cosmology
2. 12 abussos {ab'-us-sos}  
from 1 (as a negative particle) and a variation of 1037; 
TDNT - 1:9,2; n f
AV - bottomless pit 5, deep 2, bottomless 2; 9
1) bottomless
2) unbounded
3) the abyss
3a) the pit
3b) the immeasurable depth
3c) of Orcus, a very deep gulf or chasm in the lowest parts
of the earth used as the common receptacle of the dead and
especially as the abode of demons
3. 86 hades {hah'-dace}  
from 1 (as negative particle) and 1492; TDNT - 1:146,22; n pr loc
AV - hell 10, grave 1; 11
1) name Hades or Pluto, the god of the lower regions
2) Orcus, the nether world, the realm of the dead
3) later use of this word: the grave, death, hell
In Biblical Greek it is associated with Orcus, the infernal regions,
a dark and dismal place in the very depths of the earth, the common
receptacle of disembodied spirits. Usually Hades is just the abode of
the wicked, Lu. 16:23, Rev. 20:13,14; a very uncomfortable place. TDNT.

4. 07585 sh@'owl {sheh-ole'} or sh@ol {sheh-ole'}  
from 07592; TWOT - 2303c; n f
AV - grave 31, hell 31, pit 3; 65
1) sheol, underworld, grave, hell, pit
1a) the underworld
1b) Sheol - the OT designation for the abode of the dead
1b1) place of no return
1b2) without praise of God
1b3) wicked sent there for punishment
1b4) righteous not abandoned to it 
1b5) of the place of exile (fig)
1b6) of extreme degradation in sin
iii. This angel and the human king over his final kingdom (the Antichrist) in association with destruction – 
1. OT - Daniel 7:7, 19, 23, 8:24-25, 9:26, 11:44
2. NT – 

a. Judas was the son of perdition - John 17:12 

b. The satanic ruler who ruled at that time, the Roman prince possessed Judas - Luke 22:3, John 13:2, 26-27

c. The Antichrist is the son of perdition - 2 Thessalonians 2:3 – indicating that he will be possessed by the same angelic prince who possessed Judas at the time of Rome

d. Perdition is a closely related Greek word to the word Apollyon –  
684 apoleia {ap-o'-li-a} 
from a presumed derivative of 622; TDNT - 1:396,67; n f
AV - perdition 8, destruction 5, waste 2, damnable 1, to die + 1519 1,
perish + 1498 + 1519 1, pernicious 1; 20
1) destroying, utter destruction
1a) of vessels
2) a perishing, ruin, destruction
2a) of money
2b) the destruction which consists of eternal misery in hell
c. is the angel of the bottomless pit, the angel who ascends out of the bottomless pit

d. according to both Rev. 9:11 and Rev. 17:10, he a king (using the same Greek word as "basileus," Strong's No. 935)

e. specifically, he is the sixth angelic prince/king of the succession of seven angelic princes/kings who receive power from the chief angelic prince/king, the Devil – he previously ruled over the Roman Empire

f. he will ascend out of the bottomless pit and become an eighth king when the ten kings of Rev. 17:12-13 give him their kingdom.

i. *(NOTE: these ten kings have some correspondence with the ten horns of the great dragon from Revelation 12:3)

g. he will be the angelic prince over the restored Roman/Eastern Byzantine Empire of the Antichrist

i. for more on this please see our articles on Prophetic Symbols at http://www.geocities.com/biblestudying/studies.html#endtimes
2. The seventh angelic prince/king

a. Is the chief angelic prince/king, the Devil himself

b. Is cast out of heaven unto the earth 42 months before the coming of the kingdom of God – Revelation 12:7-14, Revelation 17:10

c. Is the king over the last of the succession of seven earthly empires, the empire of the False Prophet, whose dominion coincides with that of the Antichrist and the ten kings (and of Apollyon/Abaddon)

i. for more on this please see our articles on Prophetic Symbols at http://www.geocities.com/biblestudying/studies.html#endtimes
d. he and the earthly king over the seventh empire (the False Prophet) are chiefly responsible for deception just as Apollyon and the Antichrist are associated with destruction

i. Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world
ii. Revelation 13:14, 16:10, 19:20, 20:10, 
iii. 2 Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.
e. will be bound in the bottomless pit for 1000 years during the reign of Christ and released at the end of the Millennium, just as Apollyon was previously bound in the bottomless pit and released – Revelation 20:1-3, 7-10
f. Is the last of the adversarial angelic forces to be cast out of heaven and bound in the bottomless pit – 

i. Revelation 12:7-14, Revelation 17:10, Revelation 20:1-3, 7-10

g. Has dominion over the world and over mankind – Luke 4:5-6, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Revelation 13:2, 4, 5

D. Death and Hell – two angelic beings – who are they?
1. Revelation 6:7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.

2. The terms Death and Hell were known to the ancient world on several levels

a. Normal usage

i. Death – the state of man when the spirit is separated from the physical body, which is not capable of performing essential life functions

ii. Hell – the place where dead humans and some supernatural beings/angels resided 

b. Used to refer to specific supernatural beings/angels, who had dominion over death and hell and to death and hell as the dominions of these beings

i. Pagan mythology had many names for them as gods

ii. Examples

1. Greek – 

· Death – Thanatos

· Hell – Hades

2. Roman – 

· Death – Mors

· Hell – Somnos

3. Jews and Christians were aware of these concepts both from the pagan world in which they lived and from the Bible’s own statements, which upheld that Death and Hell were/are two specific angelic beings

a. Job
i. Job 28:22 Destruction (011) and death (4194) say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears.
b. Isaiah 28:15, 18 

i. a covenant between the leadership of Israel and Death 4194 and Hell 7585 – you can’t make a covenant with a concept, a place, a state of being, concepts are made between persons

c. Hebrew Definitions

i. Death - 04194 maveth {maw'-veth}  
from 04191; TWOT - 1169a; n m 
AV - death 128, die 22, dead 8, deadly 1, slay 1; 160
1) death, dying, Death (personified), realm of the dead
1a) death
1b) death by violence (as a penalty)
1c) state of death, place of death
ii. Destruction - 011 'abaddown {ab-ad-done'}  
intensive from 06; TWOT - 2d; n pr loc
AV - destruction 6; 6
1) place of destruction, destruction, ruin, Abaddon
iii. 07585 sh@'owl {sheh-ole'} or sh@ol {sheh-ole'}  
from 07592; TWOT - 2303c; n f
AV - grave 31, hell 31, pit 3; 65
1) sheol, underworld, grave, hell, pit
1a) the underworld
1b) Sheol - the OT designation for the abode of the dead
1b1) place of no return
1b2) without praise of God
1b3) wicked sent there for punishment
1b4) righteous not abandoned to it
1b5) of the place of exile (fig)
1b6) of extreme degradation in sin
d. Romans – Death reigns and has dominion

i. Romans 5:14 Nevertheless death 2288 reigned 936 from Adam to Moses

ii. Romans 5:17 For if by one man's offence death 2288 reigned 936 by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign 936 in life by one, Jesus Christ.

iii. Romans 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 2288 hath no more dominion over 2961 him. 

e. 1 Corinthians 15 – Death is an enemy

i. 1 Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy 2190 [that] shall be destroyed [is] death 2288.

ii. 1 Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death 2288 is swallowed up in victory.

· v.54 – Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death 4194 in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it.

iii. 1 Corinthians 15:55 O death 2288, where [is] thy sting 2759? O grave 86, where [is] thy victory 3534?

· v.55 – Hosea 13:14 I will ransom them from the power of the grave 7585; I will redeem them from death 4194: O death 4194, I will be thy plagues; O grave 7585, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.

f. Revelation – Death and Hell as persons
i. Revelation 6:8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death 2288, and Hell 86 followed with him. 

ii. Revelation 9:6 And in those days shall men seek death 2288, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death 2288 shall flee from them.
iii. Revelation 20:14 And death 2288 and hell 86 were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

g. Greek Definitions
i. 2288 thanatos {than'-at-os}  
from 2348; TDNT - 3:7,312; n m
AV - death 117, deadly 2; 119
1) the death of the body
1a) that separation (whether natural or violent) of the soul and
the body by which the life on earth is ended
1b) with the implied idea of future misery in hell
1b1) the power of death
1c) since the nether world, the abode of the dead, was conceived as being very dark, it is equivalent to the region of thickest darkness i.e. figuratively, a region enveloped in the darkness of ignorance and sin
2) metaph., the loss of that life which alone is worthy of the name,
2a) the misery of the soul arising from sin, which begins on earth but lasts and increases after the death of the body in hell
3) the miserable state of the wicked dead in hell
4) in the widest sense, death comprising all the miseries arising from sin, as well physical death as the loss of a life consecrated to God and blessed in him on earth, to be followed by wretchedness in hell

ii. 86 hades {hah'-dace}  
from 1 (as negative particle) and 1492; TDNT - 1:146,22; n pr loc
AV - hell 10, grave 1; 11
1) name Hades or Pluto, the god of the lower regions
2) Orcus, the nether world, the realm of the dead
3) later use of this word: the grave, death, hell
In Biblical Greek it is associated with Orcus, the infernal regions, a dark and dismal place in the very depths of the earth, the common receptacle of disembodied spirits. Usually Hades is just the abode of the wicked, Lu. 16:23, Rev. 20:13,14; a very uncomfortable place. TDNT.

4. CONCLUSIONS about Death and Hell

a. Both Death and Hell

i. are described as figures, persons or beings 

· Job 28:22, Isaiah 28:15, 18, Romans 5:14, 17, 6:9, 1 Corinthians 15:26, 54, 55 (Isaiah 25:8, Hosea 13:14), Revelation 6:8, 9:6, 20:14 

· The Hebrew word for Death “maveth” (4194) includes the idea of Death as a person or being

· The Greek word for Hell “Hades” (86) is the name of a pagan god, the god of the realm of the dead

ii. are coupled or paired together specifically and singled out for identification 

· Job 28:22, Isaiah 28:15, 18, 1 Corinthians 15:55 (Hosea 13:14), Revelation 6:8, 20:14

b. Death 
i. is referred to by the Hebrew word “maveth” (4194) and the Greek word “thanatos” (2288) - (which is the name of the Greek god of the dead) 
ii. is a being that has power/dominion over death
1. according to the Greek definition
2. Romans 5:14, 17, Romans 6:9
iii. is an enemy – 1 Corinthians 15:26

1. Enemy - 2190 echthros {ech-thros'}  
from a primary echtho (to hate); hateful (passively, odious, or actively, hostile); TDNT - 2:811,285; adj
AV - enemy 30, foe 2; 32
1) hated, odious, hateful
2) hostile, hating, and opposing another
2a) used of men as at enmity with God by their sin
2a1) opposing (God) in the mind
2a2) a man that is hostile
2a3) a certain enemy
2a4) the hostile one
2a5) the devil who is the most bitter enemy of the divine government
iv. is the last enemy to be put down, made subject to Christ – 1 Corinthians 15:26

c. Destruction/Hell

i. is referred to by the Hebrew words abaddon (11) or sheol (7585), which were both associated with the place of the dead 
ii. *NOTE: Abaddon specifically also means destruction
iii. By definition Destruction/Hell is a being that has power/dominion over the place of hell and is associated with destruction

iv. In the NT Hell is referred to as “grave” using the Greek word “Hades” (86) who was the god over the realm of the dead

v. In the OT “abaddon” (11) is used to refer to to the place of the dead as well– Psalm 88:11 

5. Identification

a. Are Death and Hell/Destruction/Grave the Devil and Apollyon (Abaddon), the sixth and seventh angelic princes/kings? YES.
b. Support/Correspondence

i. Death and Hell/Destruction/Grave are paired together just as the Devil and Apollyon are in Revelation 

· Job 28:22, Isaiah 28:15, 18, 1 Corinthians 15:55 (Hosea 13:14), Revelation 6:8, 20:14, Revelation 9:1-11, Revelation 17:8-11

ii. The sixth angelic prince is Hell/Destruction/Grave –

1. both are identified by the Hebrew name or title Abaddon

a. Job 28:22, Rev. 9:11

2. both are identified with destruction or as the destroyer

a. Abaddon means destuction in the Hebrew

b. Abaddon and Apollyon both mean destroyer or destruction in the Greek.

3. both are paired or coupled with the being identified as Death

a. Job 28:22, Isaiah 28:15, 28, 1 Cor. 15:55, 

b. Rev. 6:8, 20:14

4. both follow the Devil, the chief adversary who is also known as Death

a. Revelation 6:8

b. Revelation 9:1-11, Revelation 17:10

5. both are the being who has dominion over hell, the place of the dead

a. Rev. 9:11

b. Hebrew Definition of Abaddon and Sheol, 

c. Greek definition of Hades

iii. The seventh angelic prince, the Devil, the chief adversary is Death – 

1. both are the being who has dominion over death

a. Hebrew definition of “maveth” 4194

b. Greek definition of “thanatos” 2288

c. *Hebrews 2:14

i. Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power 2904 of death 2288, that is, the devil 1228; 
2. both are the last of the (seven) angelic enemies to be put down

a. Death - 1 Cor. 15:26

b. Satan – 

i. Matthew 13:39 1161 The enemy 2190 that sowed them is the devil 1228;
ii. Rev. 12:7-14, 17:10, 20:1-3, 7-10

3. Both precede (are followed by) Abaddon (Hell/Destruction)

a. Death – Rev. 6:8 (* 2 Thess 2:9)

b. Satan – Rev. 9:1-11, 17:10

4. both have dominion or reign over man and the world

a. Death – Romans 5:14, 17, 6:9

b. Satan – Luke 4:5-6, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Revelation 13:2, 4, 5
II. Overall Study Conclusions

A. IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER:

i. None of the names applied to either angelic figure can be considered to be a proper name.

1. Because of the multiplicity of names applied to each, we would not know which of the given names is the real name of the angel

2. The nature of the names provide, the number of names provided, and the meaning of those names tells us that these terms are only title or descriptions of those angels, their actual names are not provided to us. 

3. *the name Lucifer from Isaiah 14 is resultant of incomplete translation and is perhaps better understood as a reference to the man, the Antichrist, rather than the chief adversary

B. The adversarial angelic forces are lead by one top angel, the Devil

i. has been granted authority over the kingdoms of the world 

ii. has had dominion over mankind, the world, and death

iii. is known as, the Devil, Satan, the dragon, the Serpent, Death, Thanatos, etc.

iv. will rule the final, or seventh of the successive empires of man for 42 months coinciding with the revival of an empire that Abaddon will rule once he is released from the bottomless pit.

v. will release Abaddon from the bottomless pit

vi. will be cast out (fall from) heaven 42 months before the coming of the kingdom of God

vii. will be bound for 1000 years in the bottomless pit at the onset of the kingdom of God and will be released again for a short time at the end of it.

viii. will be cast into the Lake of Fire with Abaddon after the 1000 years are over.

C. Under the top angelic adversary there are six other top ranking angels

i. These six angels along with the chief adversary make up the seven angelic adversarial princes/kings over the adversarial angelic armies.

ii. These seven angels, by the authority of the chief angelic adversary, have ruled seven successive empires of mankind

D. The chief adversarial angel is partnered with a perhaps second in command, who is the sixth of the seven top angelic adversarial princes/kings

i. This sixth angelic adversarial prince/king ruled over the Roman empire

ii. He is known as Abaddon, Apollyon, Destruction, Hell, Sheol, Hades, etc.

iii. He is the angel who has dominion over the place of the dead – hell, sheol, hades

iv. He previously fell from (was cast out of) heaven, is currently in the bottomless pit, and will be released from the bottomless pit by the chief adversary after the chief adversary is himself cast out of heaven 42 months before the coming of the kingdom of God.

v. will be cast into the Lake of Fire with the chief adversary after the 1000 years are over.

E. Revelation 6:8, Revelation 9:1-11, Revelation 12:7-14, and Revelation 17:8-11 all describe the same events or series of events and emphasize or cover different aspects with some overlap
F. This provides further explanation for why it is that Christians don’t go to hell when they die, but still die. The enemy, Hell (Abaddon) has been cast out of heaven and bound in the bottomless pit (hell) and has lost his authority. Thus, those who die in the Lord are present with the Lord in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:8). Death, the Devil himself, has yet to be cast out of heaven and bound in the bottomless pit (hell) and though his defeat has been accomplished by Christ, he has not been brought into submission to Jesus and retains his authority until the appointed time. Thus, Christians still die, even though they are in Christ, but they will be resurrected when the Devil/Death is cast from heaven and finally bound in the bottomless pit (hell) during the Millennium.
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