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Is Jesus the Jewish Messiah? (Part 1)

Discussion Points

1. Did Jesus fulfill Judaism's prophecy of a Messiah?

a. There are two principle questions involved.
i. what requirements and/or prophecies does the Old Testament (Jewish scripture) provide to identify the Messiah?
ii. does Jesus of Nazareth meet these identifiers, requirements, and/or prophecies?
2. We will answer these questions with information from three sources:

a. Old Testament scripture
b. Jewish rabbinical teaching
c. the New Testament record of Jesus
3. We will first compile a list of Old Testament Messianic prophecies/requirements then see if Jesus fits them.

4. Jewish rabbinical reference sources
a. Talmud
i. Rabbinical commentary on the Jewish scriptures.
ii. The Talmud was collected and codified during the 2nd century A.D. 

iii. It was comprised of expository writings of the Law by the Jewish Scribes, especially those of Hillel, Shammai, and Akiba ben Joseph. 

1. Akiba is a contributor to the Talmud, 

2. Akiba is also considered part of "the accepted authority for Orthodox Jews everywhere."

iv. The Talmud contains scriptural interpretations called Midrash.

1. "Midrash - verse by verse interpretation of Hebrew Scriptures, consisting of homily and exegesis, by Jewish teachers since about 400 B.C. Distinction is made between Midrash halakah, dealing with the legal portions of Scripture, and Midrash haggada, dealing with biblical lore. Midrashic exposition of both kinds appears throughout the Talmud. Individual midrashic commentaries were composed by rabbis after the 2d cent. A.D. up to the Middle Ages, and they were mostly of an aggadic nature, following the order of the scriptural text. Important among them are the Midrash Rabbah, a collection of commentaries on the Torah and the Five Scrolls (the Song of Songs, Esther, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes), and the Pesikta Midrashim, concerning the festivals. This body of rabbinic literature contains the earliest speculative thought in the Jewish tradition." - The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2001.

2. "Midrash - 1: a haggadic or halakic exposition of the underlying significance of a Bible text 2: a collection of midrashim 3 capitalized: the midrashic literature written during the first Christian millennium." - Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionary

v. "Talmud - the authoritative body of Jewish tradition comprising the Mishnah and Gemara" - Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionary

vi. "Talmud - in Judaism, vast compilation of the Oral Law with rabbinical elucidations, elaborations, and commentaries, in contradistinction to the Scriptures or Written Laws. The Talmud is the accepted authority for Orthodox Jews everywhere. Its two divisions are the Mishna or text of the Oral Law (in Hebrew) and the Gemara (in Aramaic), a commentary on the Mishna, which it supplements. The Mishna is divided into six Orders (Sedarim) and comprises 63 tractates (Massektoth), only 36-1/2 of which have a Gemara. The redaction of the Mishna was completed under the auspices of Juda ha-Nasi, c.A.D. 200, who collected and codified the legal material that had accumulated through the exposition of the Law by the Scribes (Soferim), particularly Hillel and Shammai, and its elaboration by the Tannaim of the 1st and 2d cent. A.D., particularly Akiba ben Joseph. The Gemara developed out of the interpretations of the Mishna by the Amoraim. Both the Palestinian and Babylonian schools produced Talmuds, known respectively as the Talmud Yerushalmi (compiled c.5th cent. A.D.) and the Talmud Babli (c.6th cent. A.D.)…The term Talmud is sometimes used to refer to the Gemara alone." - The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2001. 

vii. "Talmudic Judaism - the normative form of Judaism that developed after the fall of the Temple of Jerusalem (AD 70). Originating in the work of the Pharisaic rabbis, it was based on the legal and commentative literature in the Talmud, and it set up a mode of worship and a life discipline that were to be practiced by Jews worldwide down to modern times." - Britannica.com
5. Old Testament Jewish Messianic Prophecies List:

a. Dueteronomy 18:15-19

i. The Messiah must:

1. 1. Be an Israelite.

2. 2. Mediate a new covenant between God and His people.

3. 3. Give God's new law, commands, and covenant to the people, which would be written in their hearts as opposed to tablets of stone. (Deuteronomy 31:9, 24, Deuteronomy 33:4, Joshua 1:7, Joshua 8:31, 32, Joshua 22:5, Joshua 23:6, 1 Kings 2:3, 2 Kings 14:6, 2 Kings 21:8, etc.)

4. 4. Intercede between God and His people. (Exodus 32:7-14)  

5. 5. Be given God's word from God and would tell it to the people. 

6. 6. Deliver God's people from bondage. 

ii. The establishing of a covenant with God involved:
1. 7. A sacrifice. (Exodus 24:4-6)
2. 8. A sacrificial meal. (Exodus 24:11)
3. 9. The leaders of God's people being taken up on a mountain and seeing God's glory. (Exodus 24:9-10)
iii. Jewish understanding of Deut. 18

1. Some modern Jewish commentators believe that this prophecy, made by Moses, is fulfilled by Joshua and the other prophets of Israel.

2. Other prominent Jewish scholars (of the past) have recognized the need for a more specific person to fulfill Moses’ prophecy.

a. Levi ben Gershon

i. 13th century (A.D.) Jewish scholar

ii. also called Gersonides or Ralbag, 

iii. at times criticized as unconventional 

iv. his views were influential through the 19th century.

v. "'A Prophet from the midst of thee.' In fact, the Messiah is such a Prophet as it is stated in the Midrash of the verse, 'Behold my Servant shall prosper' (Isaiah 52:13)...Moses, by the miracles which he wrought, brought a single nation to the worship of God, but the Messiah will draw all peoples to the worship of God." - Levi ben Gershon

vi. "It is written, Behold, my servant shall deal wisely, He shall be exalted, and extolled, and be very high (Isaiah 52:13). It means, He shall be more exalted than Abraham of whom it is written, 'I lift up my hand' (Genesis 14:22). He shall be more extolled than Moses of whom it is said, 'As a nursing father beareth the nursing child' (Numbers 11:12). 'And shall be very high' that is, Messiah shall be higher than the ministering angels." – Midrash

b. 10. The Messiah will be responsible for bringing the Gentile nations to worship the God of Israel.
b. Isaiah 52:13-53:12

i. This Messianic significance is acknowledged by Jewish scholars in the Talmud:

1. Rabbi Jonathan ben Uzziel, 

a. 2nd century A.D. disciple of Hillel (the Pharisaic leader who's teachings are preserved in the Talmud),

b. Places the word Messiah after Isaiah 52:13's "Behold my servant" indicating that this passage is describing the Messiah.

c. "Behold my servant Messiah shall prosper; he shall be high, and increase, and be exceeding strong: as the house of Israel looked to him through many days, because their countenance was darkened among the peoples, and their complexion beyond the sons of men. (Targum Jonathan on Isaiah 53, ad Iocum)" - Rabbi Jonathan ben Uzziel

2. The Babylonian Talmud
a. compiled in 5th century A.D. 
b. identifies the Messiah as the one whom Isaiah says will bear our sicknesses
c. (this is the passage referred to by ben Uzziel)
d. "The Rabbis said: His name is "the leper scholar," as it is written, Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him a leper, smitten of God, and afflicted. [Isaiah 53:4]." - Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98b
3. The Midrash Rabbah

a. interprets Ruth 2:14 commenting about the Messiah and connecting the Messiah with Isaiah 53

b. "The fifth interpretation [of Ruth 2:14] makes it refer to the Messiah. Come hither: approach to royal state. And eat of the BREAD refers to the bread of royalty; AND DIP THY MORSEL IN THE VINEGAR refers to his sufferings, as it is said, But he was wounded because of our transgressions. (Isa. LIII, 5)." - Ruth Rabbah 5:6

4. The Midrash Tanhuma affirms the Messianic nature of of Isaiah 52:13

a. "Who art thou, O great mountain?" (Zechariah 4:7) This refers to the King Messiah. And why does he call him the "great mountain?" Because he is greater than the patriarchs, as it is said, "My servant shall be high, and lifted up, and lofty exceedingly." He will be higher than Abraham who said, "I raise high my hand unto the Lord" (Gen. 14:22), lifted up above Moses, to whom it is said, "Lift it up into thy bosom" (Numbers 11:12), loftier than the ministering angels, of whom it is written, "Their wheels were lofty and terrible" (Ezekiel 1:18). And out of whom does he come forth? Out of David." - The Midrash Tanhuma
b. NOTE that the Messiah will be a descendent of King David
5. Moshe Kohen
a. 15th century rabbi in Spain
b. refutes the interpretation that Isaiah 52-53 is a reference to the people of Israel as a whole.
c. "This passage, the commentators explain, speaks of the captivity of Israel, although the singular number is used in it throughout. Others have supposed it to mean the just in this present world, who are crushed and oppressed now...but these too, for the same reason, by altering the number, distort the verses from their natural meaning. And then it seemed to me that...having forsaken the knowledge of our Teachers, and inclined "after the stubbornness of their own hearts," and of their own opinion, I am pleased to interpret it, in accordance with the teaching of our Rabbis, of the King Messiah."
6. Herz Homberg

a. Jewish educator

b. lived between (1789 and 1841) 

c. refutes the idea that Isaiah is referring to someone besides the Messiah.

i. "According to the opinion of Rashi and Ibn Ezra, it relates to Israel at the end of their captivity. But if so, what can be the meaning of the passage, "He was wounded for our transgressions"? Who was wounded? Who are the transgressors? Who carried out the sickness and bare the pain? The fact is that it refers to the King Messiah."

d. Homberg interprets Isaiah 53:10's comment that the Messiah shall be an offering for sin.
i. "The fact is, that it refers to the King Messiah, who will come in the latter days, when it will be the Lord's good pleasure to redeem Israel from among the different nations of the earth....Whatever he underwent was in consequence of their own transgression, the Lord having chosen him to be a trespass-offering, like the scape-goat which bore all the iniquities of the house of Israel." - Herz Homberg (18th-19th c.)
ii. More Messianic Identifiers
1. 11. The Messiah will suffer physical affliction. (Isaiah 52:13-14, Isaiah 53:5, 10) 

2. 12. The Messiah will be despised and rejected. (Isaiah 53:3-4) 

3. 13. The Messiah will be an offering for our sin and bear the sin of many and justify them. (Isaiah 53:5-8, 12) 

4. 14. The Messiah will be killed. (Isaiah 53:7-8, 12)
c. The Jewish concept of Two Messiahs
i. Opposing descriptions of the Messiah, such as this one in this single passage of Isaiah lead some Jewish rabbis to develope the notion of two Messiahs.
1. Isaiah 53 depicts the Messiah as lowly, afflicted, rejected by men, and being cut off from the land of the living,
a. Isaiah 53 is taken to describe the suffering Messiah who has been called the Messiah ben Joseph (or ben Ephraim).
2. Isaiah 52:13 clearly depicts the Messiah as being exalted. 
a. Isaiah 52 is interpreted as a reference to the conquering Messiah, who is called the Messiah ben David.
ii. Zechariah 12:10-13
1. Babylonian Talmud comments on this passage:

a. "And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart [Zech. 12:12]....What is the cause of the mourning?ÑR. Dosa and the Rabbis differ on the point. One explained. The cause is the slaying of Messiah the son of Joseph, and the other explained, The cause is the slaying of the Evil Inclination." - The Babylonian Talmud
b. "It is well with him who explains that the cause is the slaying of Messiah the son of Joseph, since that well agrees with the Scriptural verse, And they shall look upon me because they have thrust him through, and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son; but according to him who explains the cause to be the slaying of the Evil Inclination, is this an occasion for mourning? Is it not rather an occasion for rejoicing? Why then should they weep?" - The Babylonian Talmud
2. Other Jewish Scholars on Zechariah 12

a. "All the heathen shall look to me to see what I shall do to those who pierced Messiah, the son of Joseph." - Ibn Ezra, 12th century.

b. "It is more correct to interpret this passage of Messiah, the son of Joseph, as our rabbis of blessed memory have interpreted in the treatise Succah, for he shall be a mighty man of valour, of the tribe of Joseph, and shall, at first, be captain of the Lord's host in that war, but in that war shall die." - Abrabanel, 15th century

c. "I will do yet a third thing, and that is, that "they shall look unto me," for they shall lift up their eyes unto me in perfect repentance, when they see him whom they pierced, that is Messiah, the son of Joseph; for our rabbis, of blessed memory, have said, that he will take upon himself all the guilt of Israel, and shall then be slain in the war to make an atonement, in such a manner, that it shall be accounted as if Israel had pierced him, for on account of their sin he has died; and therefore, in order that it may be reckoned to them as a perfect atonement, they will repent, and look to the blessed One, saying that there is none beside Him to forgive those that mourn on account of him who died for their sin: this is the meaning of 'They shall look upon me.'" - Moses Alshekh, 16th century
iii. CONCLUSIONS:

1. Jewish scholars understood from Isaiah 53 and Zechariah 12 that the Messiah who would suffer for the sins of the people and be killed.

iv. The suffering Messiah

1. The extension "ben Joseph" 

a. given to the suffering Messiah

b. a reference to Joseph the son of the Jewish patriarch Jacob (also called Israel), who as Genesis 37, 39 and 40 recount, was sold by his brethren to Midianite traders and ends up in prison in Egypt after being accused of committing adultery with the wife of his master. 

c. The idea asserted by this term "ben Joseph" is that like the patriarch Joseph, the Messiah will suffer unjustly due to the sin of his brothers. 

v. The conquering king Messiah

1. The extension "ben David," 

a. given to the exalted and conquering Messiah 

b. stems from the Jewish understanding that the Messiah would be a descendent of King David

c. like his ancestor, he will be a conquering king.

2. Jewish recognition of the Davidic Lineage of the Messiah
a. The Temple Mount and Land of Israel Faithful Movement earlier referred to the Messiah as the King of Israel and the Messiah ben David. 

b. Likewise, the false Messiah Simon bar Kokhba (endorsed by Rabbi Akiva ben Joseph, a significant contributor to Talmudic teaching) was the leader of a political revolt to free the Jews from the Roman empire and establish them as a sovereign nation. He was also thought to be of Davidic descent. 

c. Zerubbabel, the governor of Jerusalem, after the Babylonian exile was the subject of Messianic hopes of his day. He as well was a descendent of King David.

i. "Judaism - A new religious inspiration came under the governorship of Zerubbabel, a member of the Davidic line, who became the centre of messianic expectations during the anarchy attendant upon the accession to the Persian throne of Darius I (522)." - Britannica.com

ii. "Zerubbabel - flourished 6th century BC also spelled Zorobabel governor of Judaea under whom the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple at Jerusalem took place. Of Davidic origin, Zerubbabel is thought to have originally been a Babylonian Jew who returned to Jerusalem at the head of a band of Jewish exiles and became governor of Judaea under the Persians. Influenced by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, he rebuilt the Temple. As a descendant of the House of David, Zerubbabel rekindled Jewish messianic hopes." - Britannica.com

3. Other passages noting Davidic lineage of the Messiah

a. Isaiah 9:6-7

b. 1 Kings 9:5

c. 2 Chronicles 6:16-17

d. 2 Chronicles 7:18

e. 2 Chronicles 13:5

f. 2 Chronicles 21:7

g. Psalm 89:3

h. Psalm 132:11

i. Jeremiah 33:19-26

j. Micah 5:2 (1 Samuel 17:15, 1 Samuel 20:6)

i. NOTE: reference to him whose goings forth are from everlasting – not merely a man

vi. MORE Messianic Qualifications:
1. 15. The Messiah will be king over Israel. 

2. 16. The Messianic kingdom will have no end. 

3. 17. The Messiah will be of the house of King David, of the tribe of Judah.
4. 18. The Messiah will come forth from Bethlehem, the family home of King David.
d. Psalm 2:1-12
i. The Babylonian Talmud speaks of the Messiah, quoting Psalm 2:

1. "Our Rabbis taught, The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the Messiah, the son of David (May he reveal himself speedily in our days!), 'Ask of me anything, and I will give it to thee', as it is said, I will tell of the decree etc. this day have I begotten thee, ask of me and I will give the nations for thy inheritance [Psalms 2:7-8]." - Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a

ii. Moses Maimonides 

1. "Moses Maimonides - Maimonides (Moses ben Maimon, 1135-1204), a native of Spain, is incontestably the greatest name in Jewish medieval philosophy, but his reputation is not derived from any outstanding originality in philosophical thought. Rather, the distinction of Maimonides, who is also the most eminent codifier of Jewish religious law, is to be found in the vast scope of his attempt, in the Dalalat al-ha'irin ( Guide of the Perplexed ), to safeguard both religious law and philosophy (the public communication of which would be destructive of the law) without suppressing the issues between them and without trying to impose, on the theoretical plane, a final, universally binding solution of the conflict." - Britannica.com 

2. "Moses Maimonides - or Moses ben Maimon, 1135-1204, Jewish scholar, physician, and philosopher, the most influential Jewish thinker of the Middle Ages,b. C—rdoba, Spain, d. Cairo. He is sometimes called Rambam, from the initials of the words Rabbi Moses ben Maimon. His organization and systemization of the corpus of Jewish oral law, is called the Mishneh Torah [the Torah Reviewed] and is still used as a standard compilation of halakah. He also produced a number of discourses on legal topics;…The Moreh Nevukhim, which reflects Maimonides's great knowledge of Aristotelian philosophy, dominated Jewish thought and exerted a profound influence upon Christian thinkers." - The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2001.

3. On Psalms 2

a. "The prophets and the saints have longed for the days of the Messiah, and great has been their desire towards him, for there will be with him the gathering together of the righteous and the administration of good, and wisdom, and royal righteousness, with the abundance of his uprightness and the spread of his wisdom, and his approach to God, as it is said: The Lord said unto me, Thou art my son, to-day have I begotten thee." - Maimonides (11th c.), introduction to Sanhedrin, chapter 10

Is Jesus the Jewish Messiah? (Part 2)
4. Additional Messianic Identifyer

a. 19. The Messiah will be a conquering king. (Psalm 2:2, 6, 9)

e. Two Messiahs or One Messiah?
i. Can both roles cannot be fulfilled in a singular figure?
1. The scripture provides no indication that there is more than simply a single Jewish Messiah. 
2. The idea of two different Messiahs is merely a convention created by the need to reconcile the suffering, dying Messiah and the conquering hero Messiah. 
3. Couldn't the suffering servant Messiah who is rejected and put to death as a sin offering also be the conquering king of Israel?
ii. Joseph as a type of the Messiah in one man

1. Genesis 41-50 - Joseph was exalted to the highest position over Egypt where he was used by God to save His people from the famine. 
2. Joseph actually contains an allusion to both of Isaiah 52’s portrayals of a Messiah. 
3. The suffering servant role and the exalted hero role fulfilled in a single man, who first is rejected as the leader of his people, is betrayed, and falsely accused and then is exalted to the highest position of authority and used by God to save His people.
iii. The death of the suffering Messiah
1. The reason that two Messiahs have been suggested by so many Jewish scholars is because of the death of the suffering Messiah, which seems to prevent his also being the conquering and exalted Messiah. 
2. Will the suffering Messiah’s death prevent him from being the conquering king?
f. Psalm 16:1-11

i. 10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell (7585); neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption (7845).

1. 07585 sh@'owl{sheh-ole'} or sh@ol {sheh-ole'}
TWOT - 2303c from 07592
n f
1) sheol, underworld, grave, hell, pit
a) the underworld
b) Sheol - the OT designation for the abode of the dead
1) place of no return
2) without praise of God
3) wicked sent there for punishment
4) righteous not abandoned to it
5) of the place of exile (fig) 6) of extreme degradation in sin
AV - grave 31, hell 31, pit 3; 65

2. 07845 shachath {shakh'-ath}
TWOT - 2343.1c,2370d from 07743
n f
1) pit, destruction, grave
a) pit (for catching lions) 
b) pit (of Hell) 
AV - corruption 4, pit 14, destruction 2, ditch 2, grave 1; 23
ii. Psalm 16 indicates that:
1. God will not permit His holy one (the Messiah) to remain dead or experience the bodily corruption brought by death 
2. but would promptly resurrect him, thus enabling him to act as the exalted, conquering, kingly Messiah as well.
g. Daniel 9:20-27

i. Similarities with Isaiah 53:1-12

1. Dealing with humanities sins

a. Daniel 9:24 lists several things will be accomplished during the seventy weeks.
i. to finish the transgression, 
ii. to make an end of sins, 
iii. and to make reconciliation for iniquity. 
b. Isaiah 53 was also discussing reconciliation for sin (Isaiah 53:4, 6, 8, 10, 11, and 12).
2. The Messiah will die, not for himself, but as an offering for the sins of the people, to reconcile them to God.
a. Isaiah states that the Messiah would be wounded for our transgressions, bear the sin and iniquity of all, and be killed for the transgression of God's people as an offering for sin. 
b. Daniel 9:26 states that the Messiah will "be cut off, but not for himself."
3. Neither Isaiah 53 nor Daniel 9, discusses when or how the Messiah will come to be exalted in relation to his death.

a. Daniel 9 does provide a timeframe for his coming and his death
b. Daniel 9 does NOT provide a timeframe for the Messiah's exaltation or a description of his conquests. 
c. We have no timetable for his exaltation or conquests, nor an explanation for how his death, his exaltation, and conquest are related to one another.
ii. The timetable for the Messiah’s coming and death

1. Daniel 9:25 states
a. after the command to rebuild and restore Jerusalem unto the coming of the Messiah will be 69 weeks.
b. after these 69 weeks the Messiah will be killed (as Isaiah 53 confirms) for the sins of others to reconcile them to God.
iii. How should we understand the term "weeks?" 

1. The word translated as "weeks" in Daniel 9 is the word "shabuwa." 
a. 7620 shabuwa` {shaw-boo'-ah} or shabua` {shaw-boo'-ah} also (fem.) sh@bu`ah {sheb-oo-aw'}
TWOT - 2318d properly, pass part of 07650 as a denom. of 07651
n m
1) seven, period of seven (days or years), heptad, week
a) period of seven days, a week
1) Feast of Weeks
b) heptad, seven (of years)
AV - week 19, seven 1; 20
2. Weeks of years NOT of days

a. Daniel 9:27 a covenant is confirmed for one week
i. in the middle of this week the sacrifice and oblation will be stopped. 
ii. It seems odd to think of a covenant being made for seven days. 
iii. It seems more natural to think of a covenant being set up for a period of years. 
b. Daniel tells us that from the going forth of the command to rebuild Jerusalem until the time when this task is finished is 69 weeks. 
i. A rather large task to finish in a little over a year. 
ii. It seems more natural to interpret the passage's use of a week, not as seven days, but as a period of seven years. 
iii. This would allow for plenty of time to accomplish the task of rebuilding Jerusalem and make more sense with the idea of a covenant being established.
c. It is not unusual for the Old Testament to equate a day to a year in this manner.
i. Numbers 14 and Ezekiel 4 discuss the concept of consequences being borne for sin and are equating days with years.
1. Numbers 14:33-34
2. Ezekiel 4:4-7
d. Daniel 9:27 tells us that during the final of these 70 weeks the sacrifice will be stopped and an abomination will occur.

i. Daniel 12 refers back to this final week wherein the sacrifices are stopped and the abomination occurs during a conversation about how long these events of the final week will last. 

ii. Daniel 12:11 And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.
1. We are told that the length of this second half of the final week is 1,290 days. 

2. This is a clear indication that the weeks of Daniel 9 are meant as seven-year periods, with half a week being 1,290 days, which is roughly 3-1/2 years.

e. Quotes from the Talmud
i. the weeks of Daniel are seven year periods 
ii. the timeframe presented by Daniel 9 for the coming of the Messiah has passed.

1. "B. San 97a: "Our masters taught as follows of the particular seven-year period at whose end [Messiah] son of David will appear..." - the Talmud

2. "B. San 97b: "Rav said: All times set for redemption have passed, and the matter now depends only on repentance and good deeds..." - the Talmud

3. B. San 97b: "R. Samuel bar Nahmani said in the name of R. Jonathan: Blaste be the bones of those who presume to calculate the time of redemption. For they are apt to say, 'Since redemption has not come at the time expected, it will never come.' Rather, one must wait for it...what then delays its coming? The measure of justice delays it..." - the Talmud
iv. CONCLUSIONS on the meaning of “weeks”

1. Daniel 9 is a timeframe for the coming of the Messiah defined by seventy seven-year periods, or 490 years because:
a. the events discussed in Daniel 9 point to a meaning for weeks, which is beyond seven days. 
b. elsewhere in the Bible days are used to represent the number of years that sins will be dealt with. 
c. Jewish rabbinical commentaries in the Talmud interpret Daniel's use of weeks as a seven-year period and the entire passage as a reference to the timeframe for the coming of the Messiah, which Jewish scholars have recognized is already passed.
6. TIMEFRAME for the Messiah

a. In order to know when Daniel's timeframe expires we first have to find out when it began. 
b. What decree is Daniel 9:25 referring?
i. Daniel 9:25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.
ii. A decree, which calls for the restoration and rebuilding of Jerusalem, which results in the rebuilding of the city itself, its streets and its wall.
iii. The decree that starts the timetable.
1. A decree for this task was issued to Ezra by Artaxerxes I, who reigned between 465 and 425 BC.

a. "Artaxerxes I – Achaemenid king of Persia (reigned 465–425 BC)." – Encyclopedia Britannica Deluxe Edition 2004
i. The Book of Ezra records this decree being given to Ezra by Artaxerxes I in the seventh year of his reign, which would be 457 BC. 

ii. (465 BC plus 7 years equals 458 BC.)

Ezra 7:6 This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the LORD God of Israel had given: and the king granted him all his request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him. 7 And there went up some of the children of Israel, and of the priests, and the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 8 And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the king. 9 For upon the first day of the first month began he to go up from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon him. 10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 11 Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, even a scribe of the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of his statutes to Israel. 12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, and at such a time. 13 I make a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee. 

iii. The details of the decree are recorded in the verses that follow.

b. Ezra 9:9 records that Ezra and those with him understood the decree to sanction the rebuilding of the Temple as well as the wall in Jerusalem as prophesied in Daniel 9:24-27.

Ezra 9:9 For we were bondmen; yet our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up the house of our God, and to repair the desolations thereof, and to give us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem.
2. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah as well as non-Biblical sources record for us that the prophesied work went forward from the decree issued to Ezra by Artaxerxes in 458-457 BC under the leadership of Ezra and then also Nehemiah in troublesome times just as Daniel foretold.
a. The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah record that
i. Artaxerxes I gave Ezra this decree in the seventh year of his reign.
"Jerusalem - The Temple was restored (515 BC) despite Samaritan opposition, and the city became the centre of the new statehood and its position strengthened when Nehemiah (c. 444) restored its fortifications." - Britannica.com

Nehemiah 4:1 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. 6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work. 15 And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work... 17 They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. 

Nehemiah 6:1 Now it came to pass when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;) 2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. 3 And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? 4 Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. 5 Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; 6 Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words. 

Nehemiah 12:26 These were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe. 27 And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. 

"Nehemiah - flourished 5th century BC also spelled Nehemias Jewish leader who supervised the rebuilding of Jerusalem in the mid-5th century BC after his release from captivity by the Persian king Artaxerxes I." - Britannica.com

"Biblical Literature - The next task was to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which was undertaken by Nehemiah, a Babylonian Jew and court butler who was appointed governor of Judah and arrived in 444." - Britannica.com

"Nehemiah - The book narrates the return to Jerusalem of Nehemiah, the cup-bearer of Persian King Artaxerxes I, as governor of the city-state. In the first period of Nehemiah's governorship (445-433 B.C.) as related in the book, Jerusalem's walls were rebuilt." - The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2001. 

"Nehemiah - So about 444 BC Nehemiah journeyed to Jerusalem and aroused the people there to the necessity of repopulating the city and rebuilding its walls." - Britannica.com

"Nehemiah - The decisive constitutional event of the new community was the covenant subscribed to by its leaders in 444, making the Torah the law of the land: a charter granted by the Persian king Artaxerxes I to Ezra scholar and priest of the Babylonian Exile empowered him to enforce the Torah as the imperial law for the Jews of the province Avar-nahra (Beyond the River), in which the district of Judah (now reduced to a small area) was located." - Britannica.com

"Jerusalem - The Temple was restored (515 BC) despite Samaritan opposition, and the city became the centre of the new statehood and its position strengthened when Nehemiah (c. 444) restored its fortifications." - Britannica.com
iv. after 69 sevens NOT 70 – see Daniel 9:25
1. Although Daniel says that a total of 70 weeks are decreed only 69 of those weeks will occur between the command to rebuild Jerusalem and the coming of the Messiah.

2. Daniel distinguishes between the 70 weeks total and the 69 weeks
a. The word for "seventy" in verse 24 is the Hebrew word "shib'iym" (Strong's No. 07657), which simply means "70." 

b. Daniel goes out of his way to avoid the saying "70" weeks will pass between the command to rebuilt Jerusalem and the coming of the Messiah. 
c. Instead of simply using "shib'iym" for "70" again in verse 25, Daniel instead uses the Hebrew word "sheba" (Strong's No. 07651), simply meaning "the cardinal number seven" in combination with the Hebrew words "shishshiym" (Strong's No. 08346) and "shanayim" (Strong's No. 08147), which mean simply "60" and "2" respectively. 
d. instead of simply using the single Hebrew word "shib'iym" for 70, Daniel avoids using "70" and to instead indicates only "69." 
c. When would the Messiah come?

i. Daniel's messianic timetable begins in the year 458-457 B.C. with the decree given to Ezra by Artaxerxes I resulting in the rebuilding of the Temple as well as Jerusalem and its walls under troublesome times exactly as Daniel 9:25 stated.
ii. According to Daniel’s timetable then, the Messiah would come and be killed 483 (69 weeks x 7 years per week) years after this decree is issued.
1. The Talmud shows that Jewish scholars expressed their understanding that this was what was meant by this passage.
2. NOTE: It is not just 69 weeks until the Messiah arrives, but more specifically it is 69 weeks until the Messiah is cut off.
3. The year of the Messiah’s death
a. Sixty-nine weeks of years is 69 x 7 (years) for a total of 483 years. 

b. Add 483 years to the year 458-457 B.C. Since there is no zero year in the Gregorian calendar, we arrive at the year 26 A.D.
4. The timeframe for the death of the Messiah is 26-70 A.D. since Daniel places the death of the Messiah before the destruction of the Second Temple, which occurred in 70 A.D.
7. Significance of Messianic timetable

a. (Like Jeremiah's prophecy that the Babylonian captivity would last 70 years,) Daniel's prophecy of the timeframe for the coming of the Jewish Messiah provides clear evidence that can be tested in order to verify Jewish claims about God
i. If the Jewish Messiah does not come within this timeframe then Daniel is a false prophet and his writings would provide no reason to accept the Jewish claims about God. 
ii. If, however, the Jewish Messiah does come within this timeframe then Daniel 9:25 is a legitimate instance of the supernatural phenomenon of prophecy and Jewish claims about God are valid and should be accepted as a reliable view of God.
b. This explains two things

i. Why the Talmud comments we saw earlier recognized that the messianic timeframe had already passed. 

ii. We may have some additional insight as to why Rabbi Akiva ben Joseph proclaimed Simon bar Kokhba to be the Messiah. 

1. Rabbi Akiva would have been aware of the timetable from Daniel's prophecy and the need for the Jewish Messiah to come in that time frame. 

2. Since no Messiah was recognized as coming yet, Rabbi Akiva may have been motivated to proclaim bar Kokhba as the Messiah so that Daniel's prophecy would be fulfilled. 

3. Keep in mind that if Daniel's prophecy was not fulfilled then Daniel would have to be considered a false prophet. 

4. Simon bar Kokhba was not the Jewish Messiah as Rabbi Akiva proclaimed because he does not fit in the timeframe outline by Daniel 9:25-26. 
a. Bar Kokhba died in 132 AD

i. "Bar Kokhba - died AD 135 original name Simeon Bar Kosba, Kosba also spelled Koseba, Kosiba , or Kochba , also called Bar Koziba Jewish leader who led a bitter but unsuccessful revolt (AD 132-135) against Roman dominion in Palestine." - Britannica.com

b. Daniel 9:26 states that after the first 69 weeks
i. the Messiah will be cut off and

ii. Jerusalem and the Temple will again be destroyed. 

c. This destruction occurred under the Romans in the year 70 A.D.

i. "Talmudic Judaism - the normative form of Judaism that developed after the fall of the Temple of Jerusalem (AD 70)." - Britannica.com

ii. "Old Testament - The Old Testament represents the confession of the people of Israel that God first became active in their affairs in the experience of their Hebrew pastoral ancestors. Through the centuries, he continued to protect, admonish, and guide their vulnerable descendants. Under Joshua they came into possession of the land of Canaan, which they inhabited, except for their exile (586-539 B.C.) in Babylon, until the Romans decimated the population of Jerusalem and burned the Temple in A.D. 70." - The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2001.

iii. "Judaism - The most important religious institution of the Jews until its destruction in 70 was the Temple in Jerusalem." - Britannica.com

8. Additional Messianic Identifier

a. 20. The Messiah will come and be killed after 26 A.D. and before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D.

NEXT WEEK:

List of Messianic Qualifications and the Resurrection of Jesus (Part 1)
List of Messianic Qualifications
1. Be an Israelite. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

2. Mediate a new covenant between God and His people. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

3. Give God's new law, commands, and covenant to the people, which would be written in their hearts as opposed to tablets of stone. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

4. Intercede between God and His people. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

5. Be given God's word from God and would tell it to the people. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

6. Deliver God's people from bondage. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

7. The new covenant established by the Messiah, may like Moses' initiation of Israel's covenant with God, include a sacrifice. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

8. The new covenant established by the Messiah, may like Moses' initiation of Israel's covenant with God, include a sacrificial meal. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

9. The new covenant established by the Messiah, may like Moses' initiation of Israel's covenant with God, include the leaders of God's people being taken up on a mountain and seeing God's glory. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

10. The Messiah will be responsible for bringing the Gentile nations to God. 

11. The Messiah will suffer physical affliction. (Isaiah 52:13-14, Isaiah 53:5, 10) 

12. The Messiah will be despised and rejected. (Isaiah 53:3-4) 

13. The Messiah will be an offering for our sin and bear the sin of many and justify them. (Isaiah 53:5-8, 12) 

14. The Messiah will be killed. (Isaiah 53:7-8, 12, Zechariah 12:10) 

15. The Messiah will be king over Israel. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

16. The Messianic kingdom will have no end. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

17. The Messiah will be of the house of King David, of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

18. The Messiah will come forth from Bethlehem, the family home of King David. (Micah 5:2) 

19. The Messiah will be a conquering king. (Psalm 2:2, 6, 9) 

20. The Messiah will come and be killed after 26 A.D. and before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. (Daniel 9:25-26) 
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