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List of Messianic Qualifications and the Resurrection of Jesus (Part 1)
List of Messianic Qualifications

1. Be an Israelite. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

2. Mediate a new covenant between God and His people. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

3. Give God's new law, commands, and covenant to the people, which would be written in their hearts as opposed to tablets of stone. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

4. Intercede between God and His people. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

5. Be given God's word from God and would tell it to the people. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

6. Deliver God's people from bondage. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

7. The new covenant established by the Messiah, may like Moses' initiation of Israel's covenant with God, include a sacrifice. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

8. The new covenant established by the Messiah, may like Moses' initiation of Israel's covenant with God, include a sacrificial meal. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

9. The new covenant established by the Messiah, may like Moses' initiation of Israel's covenant with God, include the leaders of God's people being taken up on a mountain and seeing God's glory. (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Exodus 19-24) 

10. The Messiah will be responsible for bringing the Gentile nations to God. 

11. The Messiah will suffer physical affliction. (Isaiah 52:13-14, Isaiah 53:5, 10) 

12. The Messiah will be despised and rejected. (Isaiah 53:3-4) 

13. The Messiah will be an offering for our sin and bear the sin of many and justify them. (Isaiah 53:5-8, 12) 

14. The Messiah will be killed. (Isaiah 53:7-8, 12, Zechariah 12:10) 

15. The Messiah will be king over Israel. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

16. The Messianic kingdom will have no end. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

17. The Messiah will be of the house of King David, of the tribe of Judah. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

18. The Messiah will come forth from Bethlehem, the family home of King David. (Micah 5:2) 

19. The Messiah will be a conquering king. (Psalm 2:2, 6, 9) 

20. The Messiah will come and be killed after 26 A.D. and before the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. (Daniel 9:25-26)

Discussion Points

1. Catch-22

a. Looking at this list in the context of Daniel 9's timeframe three things become obvious. 

i. Jesus is the only available person to fulfill the messianic expectations of Judaism.

ii. If Jesus isn't the Messiah, then Judaism is proven false since it clearly prophesied in God's name that a Messiah would come and be killed between 33 A.D. and 70 A.D. 

iii. Followers of Judaism must:

1. accept that Jesus was, in fact, the Messiah, in which case Judaism is validated.

2. or reject that Jesus was the Messiah in which case Judaism is proven false and unreliable since it’s authoritative scripture clearly prophesies in God's name that a Messiah would come (even within a given timeframe).

2. Jesus has not fulfilled item numbers 15, 16, and 19.

a. This cannot be used as a reason to reject Jesus as the Messiah. 

i. Jesus will fulfill the Jewish expectation of an exalted, conquering, kingly Messiah in the future. 

ii. We have no timeframe for the occurrence of these particular messianic requirements.

3. A quick glance at this list points to Jesus as the Messiah (or Christ). 

a. The New Testament records that Jesus fulfilled these requirements along with many others. 

i. He was an Israelite of the tribe of Judah and a descendent of King David 

1. (Matthew 1:1-25, Luke 3:23-38). 

ii. He was, in fact, born in Bethlehem, David's family home 

1. (Matthew 2:1-23, Luke 2:1-15). 

iii. He brought a new covenant and gave a new law, by which the Gentiles came to worship the God of the Jews 

1. (for examples see Matthew 12:17-21, Luke 2:25-32, Acts 9:15, Acts 10:45, Acts 11:1, Acts 15:7). 

iv. He suffered, was rejected, and sacrificed himself mediating a new covenant between God and God's people and providing atonement for man's sin. 

v. Like Moses, Jesus took the men he had appointed to be leaders over God's people up on a mountain where God's glory was revealed to them 

1. (Matthew 17:1-5, Mark 9:2-7, Luke 9:28-35, 2 Peter 1:16-18). And most significantly, he was killed in the year 33 A.D. just as Daniel 9:25-26 prophesied (Mark 8:31, Luke 17:25, Matthew 26-28, Mark 14-16, Luke 22-24, John 18-21). 

4. Jesus is the prophesied Jewish Messiah

a. We must accept Jesus as the Messiah

i. The NT indicates as a matter of historical record that Jesus Christ did fulfill the Old Testament requirements and prophecies.

ii. There are no other available candidates

b. The final separating issue between Christianity and Judaism is removed. 

i. Unlike Islam, Christianity is the correct, legitimate interpretation of Judaism. 

5. By demonstrating that Jesus fulfills the prophecies of the Old Testament we have simultaneously established that:

a. Judeo-Christianity is substantiated by the evidence it offers. 

b. Legitimate supernatural phenomena is exhibited by Judeo-Christianity.

c. Judeo-Christianity offers supernatural evidence that:

i. provides corroboration for its claims about the God who exists beyond the natural world we see all around us.

ii. demonstrates that Judeo-Christianity is a reliable and accurate understanding of God.

d. No other religion can make this claim. 

i. Other religions offer either no evidence to support their claims or 

ii. the evidence that they do offer contradicts itself

1. such is the case with Islam. 

6. The final piece of evidence for the validity of Judeo-Christianity – the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

a. The central claim of Judeo-Christianity is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

b. Is it reasonable to accept the NT author’s testimony that Jesus did, in fact, rise from the dead?

7. Important facts about historical analysis:

a. We must perform an evaluation of the evidence offered by the Judeo-Christian scripture concerning the supernatural claims that it makes in order to determine if those claims are valid and should be accepted or invalid and must be rejected.

b. We cannot object to the historical claim that Jesus was resurrected simply because of the involvement of supernatural phenomena. 

i. This is circular reasoning.

c. History is interested in events that can be objectively verified through a reasonable assessment of evidence.

i. Evidentiary religions claim that knowable, verifiable supernatural events have occurred.

ii. Evidence of the supernatural offered by Propositional religions tends to be subjective in nature and is unknowable through normal reasonable processes.

iii. It is completely irrational to dismiss without examination the testable evidence offered by one party in order to favor an alternate explanation given by another party, which offers absolutely no evidence and cannot be verified.

d. We cannot simply reject the New Testament record of Jesus simply because it is told by his followers. 

i. History is recorded by the victors and is seldom if ever written by those with no interest in the subject matter. 

ii. If we cannot rely upon any historical documentation that is written by someone with a stake in or a relationship to the subject matter then a modern understanding of history becomes rather impossible. 

iii. Historians accept that people with a personal interests can be relied upon to provide an accurate and fair description of historical events.

e. For those of us who live after the fact, none of the events of history are available to direct verification. 

i. We cannot directly verify whether or not Alexander the Great conquered ancient Mesopotamia by the time he was 33 years old. 

ii. We cannot directly verify whether or not John Wilkes Boothe assassinate Abraham Lincoln. 

iii. We cannot observe these things ourselves. 

iv. We cannot watch or listen to video or audio records capturing these events. 

v. We are forced to rely upon the testimony of those who lived at the time and were in a position to directly verify (or refute) the legitimacy of historic events.

f. The New Testament is the only available ancient Jewish source concerning the events in question. 

i. We have no other resource expressing a Jewish view of these events that dates from the time period of these events. 

ii. The NT is written by Jews and written from the teachings and testimonies of Jews who accepted the resurrection of Jesus Christ

iii. The NT is the only ancient source informing us of the opposing Jewish view. 

iv. Besides the NT, Jewish writings presenting an opposing point of view to the resurrection of Christ do not emerge until centuries after the fact.

v. These late explanations are in no position to evaluate the legitimacy of the resurrection, particularly in comparison to first and second hand testimony.

g. Historical notes about NT persons and events

i. Jesus Christ is an actual historical person as were his disciples and the other persons involved in the New Testament account. 

1. The New Testament account is not the same as Greco-Roman or eastern mythological stories involving some accomplishment of some god or goddess. 

2. The examination of whether or not Jesus rose from the dead is a legitimate historical question and not simply a matter of myth or legend.

ii. At the time (of the NT) it was possible to objective verify whether or not the resurrection had occurred.

1. Those around at the time could verify that Jesus was dead and that three days later he was alive again.

2. Like all other historical events we can verify whether Jesus was resurrected from the dead by analyzing the testimony of those who witnessed first-hand the events in question.

iii. The New Testament record of the events surrounding Jesus' death and resurrection were written by:

1. First-hand witness who lived at the time of the events in question and were close to Jesus during them or 

2. By second-hand witnesses who recorded the testimony of other first-hand witnesses. 

3. This allows us to evaluate the testimony of those who:

a. actually claimed to witness the events in question and 

b. who were in a position to objectively verify them.

iv. The New Testament records that those who claimed that Jesus was resurrected from the dead were interested in objectively verifying whether or not this had truly and legitimately occurred.

1. Jesus' disciples were reluctant to accept that he had been resurrected.

2. Despite his teachings, they did not fully comprehend them and did not expect Jesus to die or to be resurrected.

3. Jesus' disciples were willing to accept the mere proposition that Jesus had risen from the dead but demanded:

i. Proof that they could verify or 

ii. The testimony of those who were in a position to directly verify that the resurrection had occurred. 

b. Without this evidence and without seeing for themselves many of Jesus’ disciples refused to accept the notion of Jesus' resurrection.

i. In their accounts Jesus' disciples don't embellish their responses, but instead attest to the fact that they were unwilling to believe without proof.

ii. Matthew 28:16-17, Mark 16:9-14, Luke 24:9-12, 36-43, John 20:20, 24-29

c. Jesus does not require his disciples to accept that he has risen from the dead without proof, but he himself provides them with evidence proving that he had risen from the dead.

d. These are not the actions of those who are delusional, gullible, or are eager to believe what only serves their own interests. 

e. These actions are exactly what we'd hope and expect reasonable persons would do when faced with such a claim.

4. Contrast with Propositional religions and their followers

The Resurrection of Jesus (Part 2)

Discussion Points
1. As a historical record, the NT reports three historical facts about the events surrounding the resurrection. 

a. Before his death Jesus prophesied that he would die and that he would rise from the dead on the third day afterward. 

i. This prophecy was known at least to his disciples and the chief priests and Pharisees.

1. NOTE: Jesus' disciples did not understand this claim or at the least fully realize its implications until after the fact. 

ii. Matthew 12:38-40, Matthew 17:22-23, Matthew 20:17-19, Matthew 26:1-2, Matthew 27:62-63, Mark 8:31-32, Mark 9:31-32, Mark 10:32-34, Luke 18:31-34, Luke 24:6

b. Jesus died by crucifixion and was buried in a tomb guarded by Roman soldiers who were there at the request of the chief priests and Pharisees.

i. Matthew 27:32-35, 46-50, 57-66, Mark 15:20-24, 34-37, 39, 43-46, Luke 23:33, 44, 46, 50-52, John 19:16-20, 30-35, 38-42

c. On the third day after his death, Jesus' body was not in his tomb.

i. Luke 24:1-3, 12, 22-24, John 20:1-7, 13

2. Other historical details in the NT record 

a. Jesus was crucified in a public area outside Jerusalem during a busy Jewish feast so many people would have seen him on the cross. (John 19:20)

b. Pontius Pilate makes certain that Jesus was dead before giving his body to Joseph of Arimathaea to be buried. Pilate asks the centurion who was at the scene to certify that Jesus was, in fact, dead. This centurion would not have given a hasty account to Pilate. (Mark 15L39, 44-45)

c. Roman soldiers, whose duty involved being able to determine if the victim was deceased, confirmed that Jesus was, in fact, dead. (John 19:31-34)

d. the chief priests and Pharisees attest that Jesus was dead when they request of Pilate that guards be placed at his tomb. (Matthew 27:62-64)

e. Jesus' disciples were distraught over his death, including the Apostle John who was an eye-witness to the event and who wrote his account down for us. (John 19:32-35)

3. SUMMARY of known historical events

a. Before his death Jesus did prophecy his death and resurrection on the third day. 

b. Jesus disciples as well as the chief priests and Pharisees were aware of this prophecy. 

c. The disciples did not understand this prophecy and so were not expecting Jesus to rise from the dead (Mark 9:32, Luke 18:34). 

d. Pilate, a Roman centurion, and several Roman soldiers, (the Pharisees,) and John the Apostle attested to the fact that Jesus was dead. 

e. Jesus was buried in a tomb that was sealed by a great stone and guarded by soldiers who were to prevent the disciples from coming and stealing Jesus' body. 

f. NOTE: We have no other documentation in the historical record disputing or refuting the claims offered in these historical accounts. 

4. The critical question: 

a. Why, on the third day after his death, was Jesus' body not in the tomb where he was buried?

b. Two explanations are provided in the historical account of these events, either: 

i. Jesus had risen from the dead or 

ii. Jesus' disciples had taken his body. 

c. No other explanation can be historically considered.

i. No other explanation is provided to us by those who were alive at the time and were in a position to investigate and verify these claims

ii. So, we must accept one of these two explanation and discard the other.

iii. Any additional explanation must be discarded as mere novel conjecture since it is not based upon direct, objective verification or upon historical accounts.

iv. If we wish to remain faithful to history, to the academic standard for historicity, and to avoid circular reasoning, we must rely upon the testimony of those who were in a position to objectively verify the occurrence of the event in question.

d. We must decide whether or not the historical account of the empty tomb is best explained by:

i. Jesus' resurrection or 

ii. by his disciples stealing the body.

5. The Stolen Body Explanation

a. The Pharisees and chief priests were aware of Jesus' prophecy that he would rise from the dead on the third day after his death and that they placed guards at the tomb for the specific purpose of preventing Jesus' disciples from coming to take his body. Matthew 27:62-66

b. How could the disciples have overcome the guards at the tomb? Consider: 

i. The training of the guards. 

ii. The demoralized state of mind the disciples were in having just witnessed the brutal execution of Jesus.

c. Main questions:

i. How were the chief priests and Pharisees able to directly verify that the disciples had stolen the body? 

ii. How did they know that the disciples took the body? 

iii. How did they know that Jesus' didn't rise from the dead as his disciples claimed? 

iv. What eyewitness(es) saw the disciples steal the body and reported this back to them?

d. Difficult Answers:

i. The soldiers in charge of preventing the disciples from stealing the body are the ones who informed the chief priests and Pharisees of what had occurred that critical Sunday morning. 

ii. Perhaps the soldiers told the chief priests and Pharisees that Jesus' disciples had taken the body. 

iii. This explanation is difficult to accept.

1. Why would guards who had been overcome by Jesus' disciples and allowed them to escape with the body go and tell the chief priests and Pharisees of their failure to obey orders?

2. Would these soldiers have admitted to the chief priests, the Pharisees, and Pilate that they had been subdued by a bunch of fisherman? 

a. The chief priests and Pharisees and Pontius Pilate would have been irate.

b. The soldiers would probably have at least covered their tails and said that Jesus had risen from the dead.

3. And why would the disciples leave the soldiers alive in the first place to undermine their story?

iv. The most likely scenario is that the guards did tell the Pharisees and chief priests that Jesus rose from the dead, which is what the historical record reports (Matthew 28:12-15)

v. The chief priests and Pharisees had no evidence supporting and no means of verifying their proposition that Jesus’ disciples stole his body.

6. Rejecting the Stolen Body Explanation

a. We discuss the Stolen Body Explanation because it is commonly used by regular people who don’t follow the scholarly debates.

b. According to William Lane Craig, the Stolen Body Explanation is no longer used by scholars. Here’s why:

i. When considering whether the body was stolen or that Jesus rose from the dead, we must arrive at an explanation that sufficiently explains the other historical facts.

ii. The most pressing natural (non-supernatural) fact is the fact that the disciples of Jesus Christ endured a lifetime of suffering ending in violent death.

1. It might be conceivable that disciples would lie about their teacher, including the manner in which he died. 

2. The "stolen body" requires the absurd conclusion that the disciples were willing to endure lifelong persecution, excommunication, torture, and violent death for:

a. something they knew was a lie, 

b. a body that they knew they had stolen,

c. a messiah who falsely claimed he would rise from the dead and did not do so.

3. The number of people willing to endure the persecution and violent death. 

a. There are at least 12 eye-witnesses. 

b. The historical record attests to the existence of 500 witnesses of the resurrected Jesus. 

c. There is no evidence or report in the historical record of anyone of these 12 men recanting.

iii. Compare to:

1. Shabbetai Tzevi – converted under threat of torture

2. Simon bar Kochba – fought for something he believed

iv. NOTE: The persecution and violent deaths of the apostles are firmly established by the academic standards for historicity.

c. How would the disciples have known about the Pharisees' decision to publish the "stolen body" theory since none of them were there at the time? 

i. The historical record reports that at least two members of the prominent and leading Jewish community were secret disciples of Jesus and were in communication with the disciples. 

1. Joseph of Arimethea

2. Nicodemus. 

7. CONCLUSIONS on the Resurrection:

a. The historical record describes:

i. That 12 men did seek and did receive objective, verifiable evidence that Jesus had risen from the grave

ii. They and others endured lifelong persecution and violent death because of their claim that Jesus was resurrected.

b. Reasonable conclusions based on the historical record

i. The Pharisees had ample reason to invent the Stolen Body Explanation.

ii. In order to cover their own tails the chief priests and Pharisees invented the story that Jesus' disciples had stolen the body.

iii. The resurrection provides a better explanation than the "stolen body" theory for the disciples' willingness to endure a lifetime of persecution ending in violent death.

iv. The most rational explanation of the willingness to endure lifelong persecution and violent death is that Jesus’ disciples did witness objective verification of the resurrection.

c. If we accept the historical reality of Jesus' resurrection are we forced to also accept the validity of any similar claim made by anyone else? NO.

i. There isn’t any other historical figure:

1. who claims to have risen from the dead

2. whose claims have the quantity and quality of historical documentation that Jesus' life, death, and resurrection.

3. whose claims were objectively verifiable when the events occurred

4. whose claims are the most reasonable interpretation of the available historical record.

5. whose claims these same standards established by the New Testament record and historicity.

ii. Our standard is sufficiently high enough so that any other supposed contender would be disqualified by comparison to it.

iii. CONCLUSION: 

1. The academic standards concerning historicity, the overwhelming number and quality of early records regarding the life, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the willingness of his discilples to die makes the resurrection of Jesus Christ the single most-attested to and best-attested to event in all of non-modern history AND the best and most reasonable understanding of the empty tomb.

8. Judeo-Christianity Conclusions

a. We have demonstrated three things. 

i. Unlike Islam, which cannot be said to legitimately derive from Judaism or Christianity, Christianity is the legitimate interpretation of Judaism. 

ii. Judaism and Christianity are really a single religion and not two distinct religions as most people in the modern era conceive of them. Second, 

iii. Unlike all of the other religions we have studied, the evidence offered by Judeo-Christianity does substantiate its truth claims about God and provide sound reasons for accepting its claims as reliable and accurate.

Study Conclusions and Overall Comparisons

Discussion Points

INDIVIDUAL COMPARISON (of specific individual religions)

1. By examining the claims and evidences offered by each religion we have demonstrated why the most reasonable assessment of the available evidence and the historical record demands that Christianity should be accepted as the accurate and reliable understanding of God and why these other forms of religion should be rejected.

2. We have shown Judeo-Christianity to be substantiated by the evidence it offers through two independent tracks of evidence.
a. We established that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament messianic prophecies of Judaism. 

i. Christianity is the correct and accurate understanding of Judaism 

ii. The two are one religion - Judeo-Christianity. 

iii. We demonstrated that the Old Testament scriptures contained legitimate prophecies that were historically fulfilled thus corroborating the divine origin of the Judeo-Christian religion. 

b. Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead as proof that his message and teachings were from God. 

3. We have shown that all forms of Propositional Mysticism cannot be accepted as reliable or accurate understandings of God. 
a. including Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Taoism, as well as Zoroastrianism and Islam 
b. This was due either to:
i. a total lack of objectively verifiable evidence to support the theological claims, 
ii. to the evidence contradicting the claims, 
iii. or to the evidence being available but not possessing a corroborating relationship to the claims of the religion.
OVERARCHING COMPARISON (Judeo-Christianity vs. Propositional Mysticism)

1. Propositional Mysticism

a. The various religious systems that we had studied (except for Islam and Judeo-Christianity) can appropriately be viewed as a single, overarching theology, which we called Propositional Mysticism.
b. The fundamental characteristics of Propositional Mysticism are:

i. The propositional nature of the religious claims. 
1. a lack of objective or verifiable evidence (offered by the religion itself) by which the claims can be substantiated or accepted. 
2. the claims of such religions are merely proposed 
3. the potential follower is expected to accept the accuracy of these claims solely upon presumption, circular reasoning, and subjective, personal experience. 
ii. The mystical view of God, the universe, and human spirituality. 
1. incorporates the idea that the believer can transcend material existence 
2. become one with God
a. through subjective, personal, or intuitive experience
b. by participation in mysteries or initiation rites.
iii. Syncretism. 

1. incorporation, combination, acceptance, or fusion of different concepts and different belief systems into a single, comprehensive whole. 

2. (These incorporations do not first require that the adopted belief be substantiated or that potential contradictions be reconciled.)

iv. Obscurity of Origins (or lack of historicity). 
1. Many of the foundational religions, from which Propositional Mysticism is derived do not have historically identifiable origins or founders.
2. Common beliefs which are held by Propositional Mysticism also include, but may not be limited to: 
a. reincarnation, 
b. karma, 
c. a path of steps to achieve enlightenment, 
d. escape from the reincarnation cycle through enlightenment, 
e. a dualistic view of the God or the divine, 
f. polytheism (possibly taking the form of emanations of the supreme God), 
g. magical arts, 
h. mystical rites, 
i. meditation.
3. By comparing Propositional Mysticism with Judeo-Christianity side by side we can effectively demonstrate the superiority and overwhelming reasonableness of the Judeo-Christian religion over all forms of Propositional Mysticism.
a. Propositional Mysticism and Judaism emerge in the pages of human history at roughly the same time. 
i. Propositional Mysticism is first seen in the Hindu religion sometime at around the 15th century B.C. 
ii. Judeo-Christianity begins with the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 19th -18th century B.C. followed by Moses in the 14th -13th century B.C. 
iii. All subsequent forms of religion follow after one or the other or a blending of the two. 
iv. While Judeo-Christian theology originated in the most ancient period of known human history, most forms of Propositional Mysticism have a much more recent origin.
b. Historical documentation of origins and theology

i. Judeo-Christian theology and origination possesses a level of historical documentation, which

1. far exceeds that offered by almost all other ancient religious systems, 

2. surpasses that of most ancient non-religious historical figures and events. 

3. prevents us from dismissing the historicity of Judeo-Christianity without also forfeiting a significant portion of ancient history. 

ii. Propositional Mysticism 

1. is noticeably lacking in historical documentation regarding its main figures and events. 

2. the origin of the beliefs of PM are shrouded in obscurity and uncertainty, 

3. the origin of the beliefs of PM are totally lacking in corroborating evidence of any kind for their claims.
iii. Comparison of historical documentation

1. PM – 
a. We cannot be very confident in the historical actuality of the accounts of the origins, figures, and events of Propositional Mysticism
b. Propositional Mysticism neither possesses nor even offers any evidence, historic or otherwise, to corroborate its claims.
2. JC – 
a. We can be very confident that the accounts of the historical actuality of the origins, figures, and events of Judeo-Christianity. 
b. Judeo-Christianity presents a more reasonable and compelling argument for the acceptance of its claims as accurate and reliable. 
c. The historically legitimate events surrounding the lives of the leading figures of Judeo-Christianity do provide corroborating evidence for the truth claims.
c. Subjectivity and objectivity

i. PM
1. defined by the preference for subjective experience over objective evidence, 
2. by the acceptance of what is not and cannot be known over what can be and is known. 
ii. JC
1. exhibits a pervasively reasonable and objectively verifiable view of God.
iii. Comparison

1. There are two defining characteristics to our human existence: 
a. We learn of the universe we live in through experience. 
b. Experience teaches us what we can know and what is known and knowable. 
2. Human thought is inherently a logical and reasonable processes, cause and effect, each thought leading to the next.
3. To accept the claims of PM, we must accept absurd notions
a. we must know the unknowable
i. we must deny what we can know and what we do know
ii. we must accept the truth of what we cannot know and do not know
b. we must deny the meaningfulness that is expressed all around us and which we experience everyday 
c. we must empty the world, our thoughts, the words we use of all meaning. 
d. we must adopt a contradictory view of the world. 
e. we must accept the truth that there is no truth. 
f. everything about our human existence teaches that we must conclude that PM is wrong and totally absurd.
4. JC
a. works within and depends upon these two precepts of human existence. 
b. draws upon our reason and logic and experience of the world to confirm for us its truths in a manner that:
i. makes sense of our world 
ii. maintains sensibility
iii. is unavoidable to the objective, serious-minded, and conscientious person unless we
c. we can only avoid the truth of JC by
i. neglecting the important questions and pursuits of life, 
ii. ignoring what is apparent all around us, 
iii. accepting the inconsistencies that enable us to indulge ourselves in acts that contradict what we learn from our universe
iv. remaining inconsistent and in deliberate ignorance
v. circumventing the theological conclusions demanded by the academic standards for determining historicity
d. A serious and unbiased study 

i. of JC reveals:

1. a surpassingly comprehensive, detailed, and meaningful (technical) understanding about:

a. the God who created us, 

b. His plan for us, the universe we live in, 

c. and our place in relation to both. 

ii. of PM reveals that PM is:

1. a very limited, speculative, and vague understanding of the unknowable. 

iii. a reasonable person sincerely interested in achieving the most reasonable assessment of Truth must recognize the superiority of JC over all forms of PM (including Zoroastrianism and Islam).

4. STUDY CONCLUSIONS:

a. The most reasonable assessment of the available evidence demonstrates that Judeo-Christianity alone is the correct and accurate understanding of:

i. God, 

ii. the universe, 

iii. man's relation to both

b. Further commentary

i. There are no small number of Christian denominations and sects. 

ii. Many forms of Christianity have:

1. incorporated elements of pagan Propositional Mysticism

2. discarded elements of the ancient and orthodox Jewish and Christian teaching. 

iii. Further investigation into modern Judeo-Christianity is needed in order to:

1. identify these deviations

2. remove them 

3. facilitate a return to the original, authentic Judeo-Christian faith, purified from any outside influence.
